
Eighteenth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 

 

  

July 31, 2022 

  

  

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for July 31st  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Ecclesiastes 1:2 & 2:21-23 
 What work has seemed in vain, fruitless toil?  

 What causes you restless, sleepless nights? 

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 
          Do you have your heart set on heaven on earth? 

          What sins must you "put to death"? 

Luke 12:13-21 
     Have you made a will?  Does it include church/charity? 

           Are you quarreling/concerned over family inheritance? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  August 2 - 5 
 Tues:   5:00 pm    +Lea Waltz & +Gib & Rita Uhrich 

  Wed:   8:40 am    +Dorothy Schneider & +Bev Otto 

Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Romaine Schaan & +Elmer Schill 

     Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock   +Pour souls in Purgatory   (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  August 6 - 7 
Sat:           5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma      Prayers for Earl Dunnigan 
 

                  7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +Dennis Lyons & The People of the Parishes 

                     Reader:               Nancy Kram 

                                   EMHC:                Carol Hoffarth 
                                    
 Sun:          9:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Mary Lebrun & +Philip & Agnes Waslaski 

                                  Reader:               George Podhradsky 

                                  EMHC:                 Darlene Brooks 

                            Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

                Fellowship Hall Host:   LaVern & Margaret Chaput 
 

Fr. Kurtis Gunwall’s cell phone: 701-540-8751   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for July 24, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $1,410.00 

 Intentional Givers          $80.00 

 Plate          $189.00  

 Children              $0.00 

 Total       $1,679.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayer for the following people of our parish/community: 
 

Doug Bodnar, Earl Dunnigan, Megan Hursman, Dick & Bobbie 

Johnson, Bernie Peterson, Jared Ryan, Lorraine Rude & Jan 

Wild  

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
At a first reading of the book of Ecclesiastes, we might think the author is 
throwing up his hands at the absurdity of life and declaring human life to be 
nothing but vanity.  A closer reading reveals he is trying to tackle the same issue 
as the one Jesus faced.  There was a general belief at the time that wealth was a 
sign both of God’s blessing and that you had lived a good life.  If you were poor, 
you must have done something wrong.  It is a view Jesus struggled to reverse 
even with his own disciples. 
 
The story of the rich man building bigger barns is only found in St. Luke’s Gospel, 
as he is the Gospel writer most concerned with the dangers of riches and the 
need to come to the support of those who are poor.  Jesus isn’t a killjoy.  He 
enjoys feasting with both rich and poor people, but he is only too aware that the 
pursuit of money and material wealth gets in the way of his message.  If we make 
material possessions the main aim of our life, it will be difficult for us to think of 
others, especially those who are in greatest need.  We can become addicted to 
wanting more and more rather than using our success to remedy the inequalities 
that surround us.  The story of the man building bigger barns has a touch of the 
ghost of Christmas future.   Taken from The Living Word 
 

18
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not 

consist of possessions.”       LUKE 12:15 

The Gospel message is contrary to modern culture that continually tries to convince us 

that our joy comes from the material things we possess.  That the more we acquire, the 

happier we will be.  Jesus shows us that our true joy comes from our “invisible” gifts like 

love, mercy and forgiveness.  True joy comes from “emptying” ourselves, giving of 

ourselves rather than always taking.  We are called not to hoard but to share.  True joy 

comes from living a grateful and generous lifestyle; become more “God-centered” and 

less “self-centered.” 

Vaccines work best when as many people as possible get vaccinated. Everyone age 5 and 

older can get a #COVID19 vaccine. Find vaccines near you at vaccines.gov. For any 

questions or to schedule vaccinations, please contact Cavalier County Health District at 

701-256-2402.  If you have the iHealth at home test kits note the expiration date has 

been extended to 9 months. The expiration date on each box can be pushed out by 3 

months.   

This week we celebrated the Funeral Masses and lifted up Mary Alice Girodat and Dori 

Borho to God. May they rest in peace. 

Funerals are a blend of the feeling of sadness that our loved one is no longer available for 

a visit or a call as we say goodbye (in a way) while also feeling some happiness in seeing 

family and friends even for a short visit. Sometimes the mingling of these feelings leads to 

a tension but hopefully we find peace in Christ and his example of tears at Lazarus death 

and the mourning of family and friends as well as the hope we have from his promise that 

we will rise with him in heaven one day and will see all the faithful who have gone before 

us. As we explain in many settings, feelings are neither right nor wrong, they just are. God 

invites and wants us to offer them to him so that he can work in and through the feelings 

to strengthen and heal us; God does not want us to get stuck in the feelings and isolation 

that they can bring. That leads me to my next step in my journey of faith, my “Walk 

through Milwaukee.” 

My final spring semester in Milwaukee, I was finishing my paperwork to transfer college 

and I was invited to take part in a mission trip to experience street evangelization in 

Europe with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF). I was excited about the trip, 

attending a few weekend retreats to learn new tools to share my faith under various 

circumstance and other cultural differences we would encounter. I was also sad about 

leaving my friends of the last few years as I would not return to school there and may not 

see many of them ever again. The sadness and the excitement intermingled. In the midst 

of this, I was not raising the money needed for the trip and was also concerned that I 

should not be going – seeing this as a possible sign from God.  

So in April, when I was supposed to attend another preparation weekend, I packed an 

overnight bag and decided to walk to a friend’s house in the suburbs. I didn’t tell anyone. 

I left about 8 pm and began walking south from downtown Milwaukee. I didn’t really  
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OFFICE HOURS: The week starting August 1
st
 – Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday 8:00am – 12:00pm. 
 

No Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, August 9, 10 & 11.  Fr. will be out of town. 
 

Our Sympathy to the family of Mary Alice Girodat & Doris Borho who were called 

home last week.  May they rest in the love of the Father. 
 

Altar Society meeting on Tuesday, August 9 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

The St. Alphonsus School Rummage sale has been postponed and is rescheduled for 
Thursday, September 8.  More details to come at a later date.   
 

St. Alphonsus School is hiring! We are hiring for School Cook and Office Manager.  Both 
positions will start in August. Please contact Carrie Hope for more information or send a 
resume and letter of application to carrie.hope@k12.nd.us.  
 

Membership is now being taken to become a member of the 125
th

 Endowment Club. The 

125
th

 Club, in its 10
th

 year, is committed to St. Alphonsus’ mission to keep Jesus’ words 

alive for future generations. The Endowment is a perpetual benefit to help the needs of 

the parish. For information on becoming a member, please contact Sherry or Holly in the 

business office at 256-2354, ext. 111. Sign-up forms are available by doors of church. 
 

3
rd

 Annual Muhs Fest will be held on Saturday, August 6
th

 at the Mt. Carmel Dam wildlife 

shelter.  Rib Cookoff  and a corn hole tournament.  Contact Danny Muhs at 701-370-6344 

for questions and to register.  All proceeds donated to Cavalier County Cancer Crusaders 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for August – 5 - Nancy Kram & Steph Nelson; 12 - Debbie 

Peterson & Dar Podhradsky; 19 - Emily Schaefer & Barb Schill; 26 - Bernice Schneider 

& Marilyn Shephard 
 

PILLOW CLEANING Thursday, August 18
th

 from 7:00am to 3:00pm at St Alphonsus Parish 
Center.  Carlson Pillow Service; chemical free pillow cleaning process, utilizing ozone 
emitting ultra-violet light and filters as well as new 100% cotton tick (cover). Pillows can 
be made from old feather beds/down comforters. We are able to deodorize and sanitize 
foam and polyester pillows (new covers included). We also sell a wide variety of new 
down/feather pillows and down comforters. 
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know where I was going but I walked. There are many events that evening and a few 

lessons learned – don’t reach to your belt to turn down the volume on a cassette player 

when a police officer stops you at 2:00 a.m. walking down a highway median.  The 

most important lesson I learned is that God is always present, guiding, teaching, and 

comforting us in life – especially when we can admit our weakness and rely on Him. 

You heard more of the story at Mass or you can listen to the homily online. More next 

week as I return to Minnesota and North Dakota. - Fr. Kurt Gunwall 

Other info:  

 We are planning our Religious Education & Faith Formation evenings for students 

from 1
st
 to 12

th
 grade. Students at St Alphonsus School are also invited to take part in 

some of the activities outside the classroom. We will do our best to communicate 

events to everyone. We are in process of contacting those who have taught recently. I 

also want to extend an invitation to any adults to consider teaching or helping in the 

classroom for RE, CYO, or possibly even in the school. 

 Are you ready for Adult Education, a book study, and Bible Study? If you have an 

interest in growing in faith, knowledge, and love of God, contact me and/or watch the 

bulletin and parish website and Facebook in the weeks and months ahead. 

 Watch our parish website for calendar info, News headlines from a Catholic 

Perspective, and notes and images of encouragement. We are working to update our 

parish Facebook. It may take time for Facebook to reconnect us to our account. 

 There are many meetings and I do enjoy productive ones as well as some visits 

before and afterward. I look forward more so to visits with families and all 

parishioners, and I have received a few invitations so far. Lance & Trina Muhs were 

the first family that I was able to arrange to visit their home. Who will be next? 

 A Year with the Eucharist – visit the Diocese website and ours soon for stories from 

North Dakota on the impact of Jesus’ True Presence in the Eucharist. You will also 

hear some on Real Presence Radio during this year ahead. 

 


