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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for Aug 28
th

  Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Sirach 3:17-20, & 28-29 
 What have you tried that was beyond your capability? 

  Whom do you like better: a humble person or a gift-giver? 

Hebrews 12:18-19 & 22-24 
          Does God seem “near” or “untouchable” to you right now? 

          Draw near to God in prayer, with the angels and saints. 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
     What humiliating experience has “put you in your proper place”? 

          Have you helped uplift/build up another’s spirit? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  August 30 – September 2 
 Tues:   5:00 pm    +Justin Kruk & +Joe & Gerry Tholkes 

  Wed:   8:40 am    +Justin Kruk  

Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Kathleen Lebrun 

     Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock   +Robert Stevens   (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  September 3 - 4 
Sat:           5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma      +Dale & Sally Stremick 
 

                  7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +Mac & Jerry Machacek & The People of the  

                     Reader:               Corey Stremick                                   Parishes 

                                   EMHC:                Carol Hoffarth 
                                    
 Sun:          9:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Bud & Bette Bata & Living & Yeon Tai Kim  

                                  Reader:               Kitty Bachman 

                                  EMHC:                 Dennis Karsky 

                            Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

                Fellowship Hall Host:   LaVern & Margaret Chaput 
 

Fr. Kurtis Gunwall’s cell phone: 701-540-8751   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally available - 30 minutes before every  

Mass.  Confessions are also heard after daily Masses or when requested  

 

Weekly Reflection for August 21, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $2,939.00 

 Intentional Givers     $3,183.67  

 Plate          $153.00  

 Children            $10.00 

 Total       $6,285.67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayer for the following people of our parish/community: 
 

Doug Bodnar, Jerome & LaRue Dosmann, Earl Dunnigan, Tom 

Johnson, Bernie Peterson, Jared Ryan, Lorraine Rude & Jan 

Wild 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus saw people who pushed themselves to the top of the 
social ladder because of a full wallet, a big house or a job that put them above 
others in their workplace. Self-proclaimed celebrities invited Jesus for a meal 
because his presence could boost their public image. They liked to hear him 
speak, but they also watched his every mouthful of food and drink, commenting 
on it afterwards. Jesus was aware of the shallow pretence of people whose real 
interest was in self-promotion and their bank balance. He came as a doctor for 
those who were sick and so he accepted the invitations and polite conversation of   
social climbers, hoping that his presence might make a difference. 
 

Yet Jesus also watched some guests at the banquets to which he was invited 
climb the social ladder by clambering over others whom they considered less 
important, less worthy of attention. Did they argue with those whom they 
downgraded or were the latter too embarrassed to make a fuss? Did the self- 
seekers want to boost their own importance by sitting as close as possible to their 
host?  How did the host react to seeing his guest fighting for the best places – 
which were, of course, next to him?  How often did the householder welcome 
Jesus into his home and take the lowest place, putting Jesus at the head of the 
table?  Was Jesus sometimes an afterthought, left to fend for himself, perhaps 
personally experiencing the humiliation of being forced to sit in the lowest place, 
receiving the scraps and leftovers?                          Taken from The Living Word 
 

22
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you."    LUKE 14:13-14 

One of the main principles of living a stewardship lifestyle is to give without expecting 

anything in return.  This is difficult for some to comprehend in our “consumerist” culture 

that we live in.  This is even difficult for many parish communities that have become 

heavily dependent on parish fundraising events to support the mission and ministry of 

their local parish.  Generally speaking, at a parish fundraiser, you pay money and receive 

something in return, it’s just a financial transaction.  This is opposed to our parish 

offertory at Holy Mass, where you unite your sacrifice with Jesus’, renewing our covenant 

relationship with Him. 
 

Fall Supper – check bulletin board in the back of the church for more info  
Sept. 11

th
 at St. Jude’s Catholic Church – Thompson 12:00 – 5:00pm 

Oct. 16
th

 at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church - Langdon 4:00 – 7:00pm  
 

Shots aren’t just for babies. Adults need vaccines too. Go to 

https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/ and complete the Adult Vaccine Assessment 

Tool to see what vaccines are recommended for you.  If you have the iHealth at home test 

kits note the expiration date has been extended to 9 months. The expiration date on each box 

can be pushed out by 3 months.   
 

How is humility good? When is standing up for ourselves important and when is it 

dangerous? Let’s look at both of these questions this weekend. The readings tell us who 

God is and who we are. They also show us the difference between the early Covenants 

(Old Testament) and the New Covenant founded in Jesus’ Body & Blood - the Eucharist. 

How is humility good? It actually strengthens us to put the needs of others first. It is a 

weakness when we put our wants ahead of others’ needs. Selfish desires weaken our 

virtue and holiness and lead toward hell; while generosity and self-sacrifice make us like 

Jesus and prepare us for heaven. In one sense, God stands for us, by us, and with us - we 

don’t stand alone. If we stand up for God, we grow to be more like Jesus in virtue and 

holiness. If we protect ourselves and put ourselves first, we often have lost sight of God 

with us (Jesus - Emmanuel). So let us look to God so that we see and know ourselves 

more clearly as we truly are and so that we become who we are created to be. 
 

The next step of my journey of faith focused on seeing the truths of the Catholic Faith and 

Church that I did not understand until I began to dig deeper into Scripture, History and 

Tradition with openness to God’s guidance and letting go of my pride of how much I 

remembered and had re-learned as a young adult. As we can often say when looking back, 

“I didn’t know how much I didn’t know.” That is always true of our relationship with God 

and with His Church. It is often when we are farthest from God that we think we have no 

sin to confess. The greater saints know best that they need the gift of Reconciliation 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/


PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
OFFICE HOURS: When school is in session Monday – Friday 8:00am – 3:00pm  
  

Welcome Anora Ethel Erickson daughter of Nathan & Meranda who was baptized last  

weekend. May she continue to be filled with grace. 
 

Calendar Notes: 

Aug 31 – Fire pit in front of the rectory 
 

Mass Times – We are planning to move Mass on Tuesday and Thursday to 5:15pm to 

allow those who work to join us. I have heard this request from a couple people since I 

arrived and it makes sense to me if we want to allow more people to attend. We will 

announce and post the change in the bulletin and webpage next weekend. 
 

Looking for Altar Servers please contact Fr. Gunwall if interested (must have completed 3 

grade) 
 

Altar Society meeting on Tuesday, September 13
th

 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

The Religious Education Department is in need of volunteer teachers. Please prayerfully 

consider being a teacher for the upcoming year. Currently the program needs 4 teachers. 

Registration & Mass will be Wednesday, September 7th. Classes begin Wednesday, 

September 14th at 6:30pm. Please contact Lia Olson (701-830-8013) or Heather 

Horpestad (701-370-6330) for more information. 
 

CONTINUTED FROM PAGE 2 

frequently. The more I have grown in knowledge and love of God – Father, Son & Holy  

Spirit, the more I desire to know and love and serve Him more. I still struggle with selfish 

wants and pride but, hopefully, I see and confess it more quickly by God’s grace. 

This week ask God that you would see yourself as God sees you (gifts and faults). Pray 

for humility and courage. I mentioned the Litany of Humility; pick up your copy. It is a 

powerful and challenging prayer but when we pray and ask God to fill our heart and mind, 

He will transform us. As I mentioned last week, contact me if you want a spiritual visit 

and/or prayer for healing for heart, mind, or soul. – Fr. Kurtis Gunwall 
 

Register now and save our parish some money. We have offered to pay the Conference 

fee so that everyone can attend. The early registration discount for the Redeemed 

Eucharistic Conference ends Monday, Sep. 5.  The Conference will feature presentations 

by Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Msgr. James Shea, Sr. Miriam James Heidland, and Dr. 

Mary Healy.  Have your faith built up through powerful encounters with the Real 

Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist during Mass with Bishop Folda, a Eucharistic 

Holy Hour with music provided by Aly Aleigha, and a Eucharistic healing service. In 

addition to all this, there will also be the rare opportunity to view the relics of Blessed 

Carlo Acutis and Saint Manuel Garcia.  Be sure to reserve your spot at the Delta Hotel in 

Fargo on Sep. 23-24 for the Redeemed Eucharistic Conference.  Register online at 

fargodiocese.org/redeemed  or use the registration form in the Church entrances. 
 

Youth Pilgrimage to the March for Life - The Diocese of Fargo Respect Life Office 

will take ~30 students to the March for Life Pilgrimage in Washington, D.C. from January 

16-22, 2023. Youth in grades 9-12 will be eligible to go. Registrations will open after 

Sep. 1. Our parish will send two students who want to help promote the Culture of Life 

here in Langdon and share something’s they experience on the trip. Fr. Gunwall was the 

chaplain on the trip for five years and can tell you more about this powerful opportunity. 

Find out more about it at our first couple CYO gatherings in September. 
 

Catholic United Financial Credit Union - Are you aware that we have a Catholic Credit Union? 

Are you aware that loan rates are lower and savings rates are higher than most banks? The Catholic 

United Financial Credit Union also supports our Diocese and parishes financially through the 

MinisTree volunteer program (sign in back of each church), the grants for technology and chastity 

education for faith formation and religious education of our youth. I am sharing this information 

today so that you are aware of this great opportunity. They have checking, savings, CDs, loans, etc. 

See the poster on the bulletin board of their financial support for our Diocese and parishes. 

CatholicUnitedFinancial.org  They also support our parish and school fundraising. Watch for 

upcoming information on the MinisTree boards for volunteers. 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for August – 26 - Bernice Schneider & Marilyn Shephard 
 

http://www.fargodiocese.org/redeemed
http://www.catholicunitedfinancial.org/

