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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for Nov. 6th     32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time   

2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
 How would you react if put in the seven brother’s place? 

Would you give up physical life rather than lose eternal life? 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 
         For what good work is God strengthening you? 

         From what evil do you wish to be protected? 

Luke 20:27-38  
     How can we better care for our widows? 

    With whom are you waiting to be rejoined in heaven? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  November 8 - 11 
  Tues:   5:15 pm   +Howard Doherty 

  Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass  +Bill Schefter 

Thurs:   5:15 pm   NO MASS +Kathleen Delvo 

     Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock  +Fr. Michael Parotta        (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  November 12 - 13 
Sat:           5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma  +Living & Deceased Members of David &  

      Sylvia Fetsch Family, +Living &   

                  7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +Jerry Kram          Deceased Members of  

                     Reader:               Colin Fetsch       Sonia & Bob Heinle Family      

                                   EMHC:                Carol Hoffarth 
                                    
 Sun:          9:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Dave & Martha Rose Henderson & +Vincent &                     

                                  Reader:               Kitty Bachman                         Elizabeth Schaan      

                                  EMHC:                 Daryl Kempel 

                            Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Duane Otto    
 

Fr. Kurtis Gunwall’s cell phone: 701-540-8751   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally available - 30 minutes before every  

Mass.  Confessions are also heard after daily Masses or when requested  

 

Weekly Reflection for October 30, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $2063.00 

 Intentional Givers        $100.00  

 Plate          $453.00  

 Children            $30.00 

 Total       $2,646.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for November 5-Jenny Chaput, Barb Hill & Judy Lill, 12-Val Darling, 

Stephanie Fetsch & Min Gette, 19-Karla Gellner, Heidi Monette, Connie Balsdon, 26-Kathy 

Skjervheim, Barb Boesl, Robyn Ramberg 

 
 

Please prayer for the following people of our parish/community: 
 

Doug Bodnar, Nargis Byram, Jerome Dosmann, Earl Dunnigan, 

Tom Johnson, Nadine Kruk, Bernie Peterson, Jared Ryan, 

Patricia Wheeler & Jan Wild.  

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
We see both these kinds of belonging at play in the dynamic between Jesus,  

Zacchaeus and the crowd. Zacchaeus knows himself to be “the evil other” in the eyes of 

his Jewish compatriots. He has sold out his birthright and betrayed his people by working 

as a tax collector for the hated Roman occupiers. And he has been successful at it, too – 

he is a senior tax collector and wealthy: doubly despised. Perhaps it’s not just that he is 

short that makes him climb the tree to see Jesus – he knows he would be welcome to stand 

shoulder to shoulder with the other citizens of Jericho. That strong, violent, exclusive 

sense of belonging is at work here. Zacchaeus is not “one of us” and he has even 

internalized his status the enemy within. 
 

Jesus, however, does not buy into this sense of exclusive belonging. He initiates contact 

with Zacchaeus – not just speaking to him but inviting himself to dinner at Zacchaeus’ 

house. Jesus refuses to be put off by the complaints of those who have a strong sense of 

religious and national belonging. They see this man as a “sinner” and a traitor – by very 

definition, not one of us. Jesus is not deterred by such hostility, not afraid to place himself 

alongside Zacchaeus against the wishes of the crowd. This enables Zacchaeus to grow 

into his full stature, correcting the consequences of his sins and turning his life around. 

Jesus defines Zacchaeus as “one of us” - not “one of them” - a “son of Abraham” and 

therefore, by definition, a brother, family. Jesus speaks of salvation having come to 

Zacchaeus’ house. Salvation, healing and wholeness are the very definition of Catholic 

belonging.                                                                              Taken from The Living Word 
 

31
st
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I 

will give to the poor, and if I extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 

over.’” - LUKE 19:8 

We are all called to gratefully give back to the Lord in proportion to the gifts we have 

been given.  This means not everyone is called to give the same amount, but everyone is 

called to give equal sacrifice. Open your heart and talk to God about how you use your 

money.  How is God calling you to be more generous with your financial resources and 

possessions? 
 

Fall Dinner/Suppers – see bulletin board for complete details 
Nov. 13

th
 Nekoma Churches Fundraiser (at the Pain Reliever) – Nekoma Noon – 3:00pm  

 

Everyone 6 months and older should get a flu vaccine every season. Flu vaccine can 

reduce flu illnesses, doctors’ visits, hospitalizations and has been shown to be life-saving. 

Fight flu and get vaccinated today! Learn more:  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccinations.htm 
 

Pastor’s reflection: 
Obligations and Freedom – Do you know when you are free and when you are a servant or 
slave? We are truly and only free when we are living in God’s love and doing the good we are 
created to do. We are actually slaves (to sin) when we put our addictions or wants before 
what is truly good for ourselves and for others. 
I bring this up as we celebrated an obligatory Holy Day this last week (All Saints) and we have 
another one on December 8 (Immaculate Conception of Mary). Just as we are obliged by 
God’s commands to worship each Sunday in the celebration of the Eucharist (Mass) because 
it is for our greatest good, so we are obliged to love our neighbor as ourselves and to show 
God’s love in our actions and by the words we speak. Obligations reveal our freedom to say 
“Yes” (in obedience) or “No” (in rebellion). A caveat (exception) – we are never obliged to do 
evil by someone’s command. So God’s commands, which are always good, should be 
followed in love. The One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church teaches us some of God’s 
commands not found in the Bible – some are obligatory, others aren’t as they are not 
necessary for every person – even though they are good for anyone. Do I look at God and his 
Church’s commands as a burden or a gift and invitation? Do I see the obligation to live in 
love as protecting me from sinful/evil choices and expanding my freedom to do good? Do I 
recognize the chains of slavery in addictions or giving in to selfish ‘wants’? 
As I preached on All Saints Day, we are invited to “Be loved” and we are told by Jesus what 
will truly bless us. They are not easy things; yet the most important moments in life usually 
require work and sacrifice for a good greater than my immediate or momentary pleasures. 
So I invite you to join me in this simple prayer: God grant me freedom from my sins. 
Strengthen me to do the good I am obliged to do as I live in your love. Amen. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccinations.htm


PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

Rosary for Life will be held on Sundays before Mass. 
 

Ham & Turkey Dinner at the Pain Reliever in Nekoma on Sunday November 13th from Noon – 3:00pm (or 

gone) for the churches of Nekoma. Adults: $13.00, Kids $6.00 and 5 and under FREE. 

Calendar items:                 

Mon., 7th 7:00 pm – Catholic Daughters (Please Be Sure to Wear White)  
Tue., 8th 6:00 pm – Altar Society (bring an hors d’oeuvres ) & 8:00 pm Knights of Columbus 
Wed., 9th 9:30 am – Great Divorce book study in Fellowship Hall 
Wed., 9th 6:00 pm – Meal for RE kids and families / 6:30 RE & 7:00 CYO 
Thu., 10th 1:00 pm – Funeral for LaRue Dosmann / NO 5:15 pm Mass 
Thu., 10th 7:00 pm – Great Divorce book study in Cafeteria 
Sun., 13th 10:45 am – Great Divorce book study in Parish Hall (Grab KC breakfast and join us) 
Sun., 13th Noon until gone – Nekoma Fundraiser for churches at Pain Reliever 

Knights of Columbus will have a Pancake, Sausage & French Toast Breakfast on Sunday 

November 13th serving from 10:00am till noon in the cafeteria.    All are welcome to attend.  

Every 2nd Sunday the Knights of Columbus will have a bin in the Entry way for donations to the 

Food Pantry. They will be delivered to the Food Pantry.  

National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated Nov. 6-12. Please ask Our Lord for more 

dedicated, holy priests, deacons, and consecrated men and women. May they be inspired by Jesus 

Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond generously to God's gift of vocation. We 

also thank God for Seth Skjervheim and Sr Miryam Vandal from our parish and we pray for every 

(young) person to listen for God’s voice to show them what they are made for and where they will 

find true joy. We also pray that every parent would encourage this for their sons and daughters. 

This week we will take a collection to benefit the Archdiocese for the Military Services (AMS), 
which only occurs every three years. The AMS is not part of the Military Services. This is an 
important distinction, because the AMS receives no funding from the U.S. Government or U.S. 
Military and has no parishes from which to receive a weekly assessment. Instead, it must rely on 
the generosity of those whose values and priorities align with its mission, programs and services, 
to meet its costs. Please prayerfully consider a contribution to support active-duty military men 
and women, and their families. Please give generously. 

Join us for the book study on the Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis continues this week on Wednesday 
morning, Thursday evening, and Sunday during the KC breakfast. Come with questions, thoughts 
or just to listen. You can use the four page summary (on our parish website) to better understand 
some of the themes and elements of the book. I am excited for these discussions with you. 

 
Vote NO on Measure 2 Recreational Marijuana  

Catholics have an obligation to help protect human life, the family, and the common good. If passed, Measure 2 will 

legalize recreational marijuana in our communities.  

The experience of others states that have legalized marijuana shows that legalization does more harm than good, 

especially when it comes to the health, safety, and well-being of our families and children.  

• Marijuana is addictive and there is mounting evidence for the existence of a withdrawal syndrome. Studies have 

shown that some 10% of users will become addicted.  

• Legalization has led to a dramatic increase in marijuana use in states that legalized recreational use.  

• Marijuana has been shown to have adverse effects on mental health, and intelligence - including irreversible 

declines in cognition, and the respiratory system.  

• Driving while acutely intoxicated with marijuana greatly increases the risk of a fatal motor vehicle collision. States 

with legal use of recreational marijuana have seen substantial increases in marijuana-related DUIs.  

• Normalization also increases the likelihood of adolescent use where the consequences of use are more pronounced.  

• The lack of reliable testing methods is a direct threat to workplace safety.  

• California's experience shows that rather than reducing illegal activity, legalization of marijuana has led to more 

illegal growing, more marijuana-related crime, more violence, worker exploitation, and environmental 

devastation.  

These are just some of the reasons the Catholic bishops of North Dakota have joined law enforcement 

and business groups to oppose Measure 2. Please vote No on Measure 2.  

For more information, go to https://www.yourfaithyourvote.org/noonmeasure2_2022  

The North Dakota Catholic Conference represents the Dioceses of Bismarck and Fargo on public policy 

matters. 

 

 

The green house west of St Alphonsus church - If you know of someone who wants to buy 

and move the green house, let us know immediately. I was told that this was looked into a 
few years ago but no one responded. Otherwise, we will have it torn down soon (possibly yet 
this fall). 
If we tear it down, we want to offer the chance to salvage useable materials to our parishioners 

first. If you want to look through the house, call our office (256-5966) this week to make an 

appointment. Free will offerings to St Alphonsus parish will be accepted for any materials. 

https://www.yourfaithyourvote.org/noonmeasure2_2022

