
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

January 8, 2023 

   

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for Jan 8th. The Epiphany of the Lord 

  Isaiah 60:1-6           Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6           Matthew 2:1-12  
- How can you cultivate attentiveness in your own life? 

- Where do you miss the signs of God’s presence and action? 

- How can our own interests and skills reveal God to ourselves and others? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  January 10 – January 13 
 Tues:   5:15 pm    + Tim Sullivan   

  Wed:   8:40 am    + Dale & Sally Stremick 

Thurs:   5:15 pm     Living & Deceased Members of Marvin & Bernadine Mikkelson Family      

   Fri:   10:30 am     Maple Manor Living & Deceased of Clarence Genevieve & Lorraine Ballweg  
(NO Public Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  January 14 – January 15 
 Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma     NO MASS UNTIL SPRING 
 

                   5:00 pm St. Alphonsus    People of the Parish 

     Reader: Colin Fetsch                    4:30 pm Confessions       
            EMHC: Bernadette Fetsch            5:00 Eucharist        

      
 Sun:           9:30 am St. Alphonsus   + Ronald Mikkelsen                            

        Reader:  Lisa Bodnar                   9:00 am Confessions               

                               EMHC:   Daryl Kempel                 9:30 Eucharist 

                                           Musicians:          Bob & Choir 

Fr. Kurtis Gunwall’s cell phone: 701-540-8751   
Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally available - 30 minutes before every  

Mass.  Confessions are also heard after Masses or other times when requested  

 

Weekly Reflection for January 1, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the parishioner’s 
relationship with God and with the parish 

 Adult Envelopes        $3,632.00 
 Intentional Givers     $2,195.00 
 Plate          $350.00  
 Children            $32.00 

 Total       $6,209.00 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the following people of our Parish/Community: 
 

Betty Braun, Doug Bodnar, Nargis Byram, Jerome Dosmann, Tom 
Johnson, Candyce Pengilly McClean, Larry Metzger,  

Bernie Peterson, Jared Ryan, Patricia Wheeler & Jan Wild. 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for January 
 

January 13 - Connie Stremick and Jane Hayen 
January 20 - Patty Fetsch and 

Kathy Borgen 
January 27 - Karie Blake and 

Megan Hartz 
 

If you’re eligible for a booster dose, you may have questions about “mixing 

and matching.” CDC advises people to get the same booster as their initial 

vaccine, but allows people to “mix and match” if they have a different 

preference. Learn more by checking out the Mix and Match COVID-19 

vaccine Booster Fact Sheet at https://www.health.nd.gov/immunization-

guidance-health-care-providers 

 
 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


 “Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” - MATTHEW 2:11 
The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treasure 
chests for Him is an image that we should all try to follow each day.  In gratitude 
for all that we have been given, we are called to generously share all of our gifts, 
not just the ones we pick and choose.  God wants us to be generous with 
everything, but especially that one thing that means the most to you.  
 

All Advent and still through the Christmas season, we hear from the “5
th

 Gospel,” the 
writings of the prophet Isaiah as he spoke about the coming Messiah, Jesus, and lived to 
see partial fulfillment of some of the prophecies. He was sent to remind the people of 
God’s presence and mercy. That presence and mercy was fulfilled fully in Jesus. 
St Paul in his preaching reminded the early Christians of God’s promises, living among us, 
saving work, and how we must also live that out as followers and disciples of Christ, 
brothers and sisters in him, sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. 
In the Gospel, the journey of the Magi this weekend reveals a simple fact that we 
experience turmoil and struggles in politics, religion, and many areas of life. Our faith 
informs us that we can place our trust in God who is with us, God who suffered with and 
for us. We are invited to walk with God and as Jesus invited his disciples, so he invites us to 
follow him. God’s invitation has been repeated uncountable times through every century 
and land and will continue to be proclaimed by the Church (us) until the end of time. 
There are those, like Herod, who grasp for power and authority – many in politics, business, 
and even some in religion do the same. Looking for God’s salvation in this world and 
becoming blind to the Gospel. Yet others, like the magi, seek truth, justice, charity, and the 
common good. The magi sought to encounter this newborn king, whom they found 
prophesied in the Jewish Scriptures and in the universe above. 
God prepared for those days through centuries, through the dispersion of the Israelites 
among the Gentiles as they became witnesses to the One True God, and for the Messiah. 
They prepared the way for God’s Son to fulfill many prophesies. 
This last week we also heard of those killed for the faith. We heard the Massacre of the 
Holy Innocents as Herod killed all the children in an attempt to destroy this newborn child. 
This reading reminds us that those in our culture and in power who promote the 
destruction of the innocent when threatened or in turmoil are repeating the same sins. 
Even today we still must pray for God’s mercy and healing. 
 

This is the final reminder this month to sign up for either the Catechism in a Year and the 
Bible in a Year. Opportunities to listen to a podcast, to hear the Scriptures and now the 
Catechism and to receive an explanation, a deeper understanding of God’s Word and the 
richness and beauty of the teachings of the faith that God has revealed. I also sent out an 
email and text to everyone with email and cell phone in our database with the saints of the 
week. To be inspired by the lives, stories, and teaching of those who have received much 
from God and done much to witness to God in the two millennium since Jesus walked 
among us. Those who experienced in their lives the conversion from sin to holiness by 
God’s forgiveness, from death to life, to be witnesses of the goodness and glory of our God. 
So I remind and challenge you once again. Join one of these opportunities to grow in faith. 
If you have never read the Bible completely through, and even if you have, to receive an 
explanation that deepens your faith and understanding. If you have done that and would 
like to go deeper into the teaching of our faith, sign up for the Catechism in a year. Look on 
our parish website stalphonsusnd.org and at the links here the last two weeks. 
If you want the inspiration of holy men and women who have gone before us in faith, 
follow the links that will be sent each week. There is a link to listen, a link to read, and a link 
for children’s versions of many of these stories. 
 

Have you felt God calling you to serve others? Our Altar Society has an important role in 
the church by serving for events and funerals, filling special requests, cleaning and raising 
funds with the fall supper. There are many members who make these things happen. We 
also need members who are willing to coordinate, to reminder others, and to be a leader 
for a time. Our current chairs need to mentor others – perhaps it is you! God is calling 
others to step forward and put your gifts and talents to work. Ask God in prayer if he is 
calling you to minister as a chair. Call Fr Gunwall with any questions or to offer your talent 
in some way. Help the Altar Society continue as an organization of service to our parish 
community. 

http://www.stalphonsusnd.org/


PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Preschool and Pre-K registration for the 2023-2024 School Year will open Tuesday 
January 10th at 8:00am at St. Alphonsus School. 
 

St. Alphonsus School is looking for Coke lids with codes, Our Family brand UPC 

codes, Ink Cartridges and Pop Tops. Please bring them to Sam’s Office.  
 

Our community Christmas Dinner was another successful year, we served 
over 200 people. We would like to thank everyone who helped with cutting 
the turkeys and ham also those who helped served.  
Thank you to the people who donated the salads and pies and your time. 
Thanks to those who decorated the tables, and most of all to those who 
helped with the clean up. We really appreciated your help and kindness.  
Thank you to Andy and Nancy Downs for delivering to the people who 
couldn't make it to the dinner.  

Please check the EMHC & Reader schedule for January – April. Cross off your name if you 

are no longer available or add your name to the bottom if you are willing to read or help with 

communion this next year. 

Bishop Folda will celebrate a Memorial Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on 
Friday, Jan. 6 at 12:10 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Everyone is welcome if you are 
in Fargo that day. Just as all priests of our diocese offer three Masses for a priest 
who dies, so we will offer Mass here at St Alphonsus for Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI in the next couple months. 
 

Awaken Women’s Retreat: March 24-26 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley 

City - What is this ache in our hearts for connection, for relationship, that even 
the good things of the world can’t seem to totally satisfy? This journey begins and 
ends with the gift and mystery of our creation as male and female and our 
encounter with God, the world, and other people. Come and awaken the wonder 
and mystery of being human! With Jen Settle, Director of Ongoing Formation at 
the Theology of the Body Institute and Fr. Sean Mulligan. Cost will vary depending 
on accommodations. Space is limited, so reserve your spot now at 
fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat or contact Jennie Korsmo at 701-356-7901 for 
more information. 
 

Lenten Sacred Art Retreat: March 27-31 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley 

City - Come and join this unique opportunity for a Lenten sacred art retreat. 

Participants will create a depiction of the Temptations of Christ in the style of 

medieval manuscript illuminations. No art experience necessary. There is only 

space for 12 participants so sign up early.  The retreat is open to men and women 

(must be 18 or older). The retreat will go Monday-Friday and will include Mass and 

individual prayer time each day. Price: $585 includes single room/shared bath, 

meals and all art supplies.  For a single room/private bath $685. For more 

information or to register fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat or contact Mary Hanbury 

701-356-7909. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is offering an in-person Weekend on January 13-
15 in Medora, and March 17-19 in East Grand Forks  These weekends are private 
and allow couples to focus just on each other. A communication tool is taught to 
help spouses get to know themselves better and to grow deeper in their married 
relationships. Live your best life in love! For more information, call Rob & Angie at 
(701) 347-1998 or apply at ndwwme.org  
 

Retrouvaille weekend for couples - We have room for more couples to attend the 
Retrouvaille weekend in Fargo February 3-5. Go to helpourmarriage.org  for more 
info or talk to Fr Gunwall, chaplain for the weekend. Ask your spouse about it. 
What are you doing to strengthen your marriage and family? 

https://www.fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat
https://www.fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat
http://www.ndwwme.org/
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/

