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The Time for Mercy is Now 
 

In the Gospel of Luke, we hear the story of the 'Prodigal Son’, and we are fascinated by the father's 
response to a son who has led a sinful life. The father offers no words of condemnation, only joy at 
the return of his son. Christ is teaching us that though we often choose to lead a sinful life, God will 
be joyful if we decide to return to him and his house. That is the message of the Gospel and the 
message of The Divine Mercy. 
 

 In the 17th century, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque had a very strong devotion to 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Once when she did not attend to that devotion, the Lord Jesus 
Christ appeared to her in a vision and said, "Behold this Heart which has so loved men and spared 
nothing . . . I come into the heart I have given you in order that through your fervor you may atone 
for the offenses I have received". And it was then that he revealed His Heart on fire with flames. It 
had a crown of thorns around it. Rays of red and white shone from His Heart. Red for the blood 
and white for the water. 
 

 Fast forward to 1935, a polish nun by the name of Saint Marie Faustina Kowalska had 
received a similar apparition of the Lord Jesus Christ. She was asked by him to record her 
experiences with him which she did. Many people have copies of the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska. Within the diary are contained the messages of Christ regarding the Divine Mercy. The 
book is large, and it is not to be read through like a novel. But rather like Scripture, a small section 
is read and reflected upon. 
 

 Saint Pope John Paul II called her the 'great apostle of Divine Mercy in our time'. The 
famous novena begins on Good Friday and closes on the evening of the great feast. Each day a 
different area of mankind is prayed for by invoking the mercy of God the Father. It is a powerful 
devotion and only takes 10 minutes to pray. Christ asked that it be prayed at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon. Because this is the hour that he died, and it is considered the Hour of Mercy. 
 

 Being with someone in their last hour of life is a difficult thing for a family or friend to do. It 
is emotionally exhausting, and many people choose not to be there for that reason. But for those 
who have the strength to be with the dying, it is a great comfort. Such was the case with Jesus 
Christ. His mother along with John and Mary Magdala and a few other women consoled him in his 
agony. That is what this devotion is all about. 
 

 There is no other devotion in all Christendom which enters into the agony and last 
moments of his death so deeply. The Sorrowful Rosary and the Stations of the Cross are also very 
good. There is one mystery, one station that pertains to his actual dying on the cross. But the 
whole Chaplet of Divine Mercy is all about his dying on the cross. While praying it, we exercise our 
priestly office to offer the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity to God the Father to atone for the sins of 
the world. We imagine his five piercings and his sorrowful passion, and we courageously kneel with 
him in his last moment. We 'can' be with him at Calvary through the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
 

 The devotion to the Sacred Heart by St. Margaret Mary and the devotion to the Divine 
Mercy are interlocked. Both are devoted to the Eucharist and both devoted to the loving, merciful 
heart of our Savior. God did love the world so very much. How much do you love God? 
 
 

Father Anthony 

April 11, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Easter  
Divine Mercy Sunday 

Most Holy Redeemer  
Catholic Church 



 

 

Ella Lopez, Luis A. Gonzalez,  
Gloria Gomez, Henry Salazar,  

Lou Zilli,  
Tina Lutkus Zimmerman, 
Bob Davies, Eileen Odom,  

Angel Rodriguez,  
Karina Hernandez,  
Ricardo Rebollar,  
Shirley Conway,  

Adolfo Pichardo Sr.,  
Efrain Ruiz, Ana Maria 

Linares, Kathy Nosworthy, 
Stephanie Spoto,  

Eugenia Villamar, Les Vicker, 
Wilson Torres Sr., 

 Juan Cortez,  
Sheryl Bungham. 

Pray for the Sick & 

Deceased 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 10th, 2021 
  8:00pm + Lorreta Nestle 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 11th, 2021  
  8:00am + John Matus 
  10:00am Dayanara Valentine 
15th Birthday Blessing 
  12:30pm Frances Torres (BB) 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, April 12th - 6:45am  

In memory of Bill Terlop Jr. 

Tuesday, April 13th -  

6:45am + Frank Durkin 

6:00pm Mike Grant (BB) 

Wednesday, April 14th -  

8:30am Vocations to priesthood 

and religious life 

7:00pm + Marisol Petit 

Hernandez 

 

 
 

Thursday, April 15th -  

7:00am Patricia & Ernest 

Capitano Family Blessings 

7:00pm + Manuel Wong Lopez 

Friday, April 16th - 6:00pm  

+ Marie O’Driscoll 

Saturday, April 17th - 8:30am 

Breanna Peppers (BB) 

             Mass Intentions  + - Deceased  
HG - Healing Graces 
BB - Birthday Blessings 

Maria Gaubeca, Loretta 
Nestle, Antonia Castro, 

Marco A. Castro,  
Xiomara Valdes, Marie 
O’Driscoll, Marisol Petit, 
Anne Mosley, Sofia Ardila, 

Evangelina Alpizar, 
Sebastian Segura Sr. 

Into your hands O Lord, 
we commend the souls of 

our recently departed. 
May their souls and the 

souls of the faithful 
depart, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace. 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the  
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 
was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come.  
Amen.  

Credo de Nicea 
Creo en un solo Dios, Padre 
todopoderoso, Creador del cielo y de la 
tierra, de todo lo visible y lo invisible. 
Creo en un solo Sen or, Jesucristo,  Hijo 
u nico de Dios, nacido del Padre antes de 
todos los siglos: Dios de Dios, Luz de 
Luz, Dios verdadero de Dios 
verdadero, engendrado, no creado, de la 
misma naturaleza del Padre, por quien todo 
fue hecho;  que por nosotros lo hombres, y 
por nuestra salvacio n  
bajo  del cielo, y por obra del Espí ritu 
Santo se encarno  de Marí a, la Virgen, y se 
hizo hombre; y por nuestra causa fue 
crucificado en tiempos de Poncio Pilato;  
padecio  y fue sepultado, y resucito  al tercer 
dí a, segu n las Escrituras, y subio  al cielo, y 
esta  sentado a la derecha del Padre; y de 
nuevo vendra  con gloria para juzgar a vivos 
y muertos, y su reino no tendra  fin. 
Creo en el Espí ritu Santo, Sen or y dador de 
vida, que procede del Padre y del Hijo, que 
con el Padre y el Hijo recibe una misma 
adoracio n y gloria, y que hablo  por los 
profetas. 
Creo en la Iglesia, que es una, santa, 
cato lica y aposto lica. Confieso que hay un 
solo bautismo para el perdo n de los 
pecados.  Espero la resurreccio n de los 
muertos y la vida del mundo futuro.  
Ame n. 

Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, 

hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to 
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we 

receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life. 
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Weekly Offering

2021 APA

03/27/21 - 03/28/21 

Mass

Time

Amount

Collected

5:00pm $695

8:00am $1,061

10:00am $1,449

12:30pm $848

12:30pm-PP $405

Online $3,192

Totals $7,650

Assessment $80,643

Pledged $18,184

Paid $14,479

Contributors 116

Dear Parish Family,

We want to THANK YOU for 
your generosity during these 

times. Many of you have made 
it possible for us to continue 

our mission in this community 
through Online Giving

We know this is a difficult time 
for everyone, so please know 

you and your families continue 
to be in our prayers. 

While we slowly reopen our 
church please consider 

continuing your donations 
through Online Giving to help 

minimize potential exposure or 
spreading of the virus. 

With Online Giving you can 
make donations via your smart  

device or computer.
If you would like to 

sign up visit:
osvonlinegiving.com/931

Bishop Gregory Parkes 
invites you to the 3rd 

Annual Marian Congress 
(virtually) Saturday, May 8th, 2021 - 9am to 2pm

Keynote Speaker: Father Chris Alar, MIC 
National Shrine of The Divine Mercy

Rosary - 11am   Mass - 11:30am
To Register & Learn More @ 
FloridaMarianCongress.org

The Office of Life, Justice & Advocacy of the 
Diocese of St. Petersburg invite you to a 

Virtual Movie Premiere Event of “the real 
story you’ve never been told” about the Roe v 
Wade Supreme Court abortion decision. From 
Friday, April 9 to Monday, April 26 - sign up 

to stream the film for a discounted price of 
$12.99 plus $1.25 transaction fee 

at www.watchroevwade.com/florida. For 
more information, to watch the trailer, or fact 

checks, visit www.roevwademovie.com

The Rite of Election is a major 
step in the faith journey of 

catechumens. In this Rite, which 
normally occurs on the First 
Sunday of Lent, the Church 

makes its “election”, chooses the 
catechumens who, have spent 

much time in formation to 
move on to the sacraments of 

initiation at Easter.

Let pray for our Elects

Bishop Parkes will Consecrate the Diocese of 
St. Petersburg, parishes, schools, ministries, 

and the people of the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg to St. Joseph on Saturday, 

May 1st, the Memorial of St. Joseph the 
Worker at the Cathedral of St. Jude the 

Apostle at 12 noon. 

Catholics are encouraged to participate either 
in person or virtually. “When you consecrate 
yourself to St. Joseph, you entrust yourself 

to his fatherly care, and you ask him to help you live the holy virtues that 
strengthen families, churches, and communities,” said Bishop Parkes. 

To learn more visit www.dosp.org/Joseph 
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