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Luke ii, 22-32 

At that time, after the days of Mary’s purification, according to the law of Moses, were accomplished, they 

carried Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord… And behold there was a man in Jerusalem named 

Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel… 

And when his parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he 

also took Him into this arms, and blessed God, and said: Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, 

according to Thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Though has prepared 

before the face of all peoples; a light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the Glory of Thy people Israel… 
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“The moment has come when 
God asks the Holy Father to 
make, in union with all the 

bishops of the world, the 
consecration of Russia to my 

Immaculate Heart, promising to 
save it by this means.” 

 

Our Lady of Fatima,  

Tuy, Spain, June 13, 1929 
cont’d on page 20 
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Message from Fr Jerry 
 

 

Greetings from Fr. Jerry, your Pastor /Spiritual Advisor 

 

Hope this message finds you well…And pray for the same. We are 

waiting for that day to meet and greet our sisters and brothers in 

person and celebrate our fellowship. Friends, we started seeing 

some light on the other side of the tunnel. Hope you might have 

heard that we are gradually moving to the normalcy. I know how 

much you missed the fellowship of our sisters. This pandemic has 

taught us many things. It helped us to meditate on the finiteness of 

our earthly life. It taught us to be always on alert like the wise 

bridesmaids. We all learned to cope with the unpredictable 

situations of life.   

 

We were so busy in the past that we did not have time for anything. 

During this pandemic we got a lot of time to be alone, to be alone 

with the family, to be alone with God. We got a lot of time to read, 

reflect and meditate on our own life situations. This pandemic has 

made us strong, patient and be kind and compassionate to one 

another. It once again reminded us how great is our fellowship! 

God blessed us to cherish it during our “2021 Christmas Bazaar”; 

and we can still do a lot, together. Let us take this time of pandemic 

as a God given time to conceive the Good News of God’s love in a 

more personal way, and give life to that Good News through our 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy….Looking forward to 

meeting you all in person,   

 

Sincerely in Christ and Mary Mother of God,  

Fr. Jerry Punnassery CMI 

Saint Corner 
St. Gabriel  

of Our lady of Sorrows 

Born on March 1, 1838 at Assisi, Italy, 

St. Gabriel was one of 13 children. 

After a youth devoted to the world and 

society, attending the theatre, chasing 

women and the hunt, he was led to the 

Passionist Order by Our Lady, making 

his profession on 22 September 1857. 

His life was not marked by great events 

or controversy, but given to prayer, 

sacrifice, and a devotion to Our Lady 

and the contemplation of her sorrows 

over the suffering of Jesus. He died on 

February 27, 1862 of tuberculosis. 

Many miracles are attributed to him 

after his death. He cured Saint Gemma 

Galgani when she prayed for his 

intervention. Pope Benedict XV gave 

him as a pattern for young people. 

Find out more here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKGP5IJGArE
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From the Acting President’s Desk 
By Pierrette Ryan 

I want to acknowledge that we are on the treaty lands and traditional 

territory of the Mississaugas, Neutral, Huron-Wendat and 

Haudenosaunee.  

Another difficult year for all of us. I had so much wanted to meet with 

all our members in person but with Covid-19 and its variant, it proved 

impossible. 

The good news was that the scientist found a vaccine and that our 

Health Professionals worked very hard to distribute. I do not know 

about you, but I was treated like a queen when I received my doses.  

Let’s pray for all the heath workers. 

We were all saddened with the discovery of unmarked graves on 

various Indigenous Residential Schools.    We need to continue to pray 

and hope for reconciliation. 

In addition, we had to bid farewell to Father Isaac.  We had grown 

fond of the beautiful spiritual man that he is.  Fortunately for us, we 

welcomed Father Jerry, an equally wonderful peaceful man.  Thank 

you Father Jerry for your support. 

In November, we had a Mini Bazaar before and after each week-end 

masses.  It was wonderful to feel the atmosphere of joy and to see all 

the happy shoppers. Our dedicated volunteers were hard at work and 

it was a Great Success ! 

Our Membership Drive was launched in December and I thank all 

members for your generous response.   

We have started to meet via Zoom and will continue until such time as 

it is safe to meet in person.   

May God Bless us all ! 

On 30 April 2021, a small CWL delegation 

visited with Father Issac to bid him farewell 

and offered him a specially handmade card (by 

Danielle Hanna)  and a book to remember us 

by. 
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From the Treasurer 
By Pierrette Ryan 

 

We began year 2021 with $3,600.87 and a lot of hope of resuming 

normal activities. Financially, we knew we had to proceed prudently 

with spending. We looked for sales and discounts on any articles we 

purchased.  

We realized a total $8,187.08 in revenues, $2,575.00 with 

membership, $200 in donation and $5,412.08 from the Mini bazaar.   

We incurred $4,729.44 in expenses, $2,223.10 to CWL National, 

$1,399.89 for the Graduate Program and Miscellaneous and 

$1,106.45 for various articles for the mini bazaar. 

We kept a reserve of $3,841.16 to start year 2022 and proposed to 

donate $4,000 between our Parish ministries and other charitable 

organizations. 

We are very happy with the year’s result and are very optimistic the 

year 2022 will be even more successful. 

 

He that hath mercy on the poor, lendeth 
to the Lord: and he will repay him. 

~Proverbs 19:17 
 

For I was hungry, and you gave me to 
eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me to 

drink; I was a stranger, and you took me 
in. 

~Matthew 25:35 
 

I have shewed you all things, how that so 
labouring you ought to support the 

weak, and to remember the word of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said: It is a more 
blessed thing to give, rather than to 

receive. 
~Acts 20:35 

 

And do not forget to do good, and to 
impart; for by such sacrifices God's 

favour is obtained. 
~Hebrews 13:16 

 

If one of thy brethren that dwelleth 
within the gates of thy city in the land 
which the Lord thy God will give thee, 
come to poverty: thou shalt not harden 
thy heart, nor close thy hand, [8] But 
shalt open it to the poor man, thou shalt 
lend him, that which thou perceivest he 

hath need of. 
~Deuteronomy 15:7-8 
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From the Christian Family Life Chair  
By Olivia Gibson 

Baptisms 

Our CWL continues to give the newly Baptized children a 

Holy Image with a prayer at the back, together with a 

Miraculous Medal.   

First Communions 

The gift of a gold plated Bookmark inscribed with the 

words "First Communion," was included in the envelope 

with the First Communion Certificate.  

Confirmations 

Similarly, all the youth being confirmed received the gold 

plated Bookmark, marked "Confirmation" and was included 

in the envelope with the Confirmation Certificate. 

A wee note of congratulations, best wishes and blessings 

from our Mary Mother of God Catholic Women's League of 

Canada Council, is attached to the Holy Image and 

Bookmarks for each above-mentioned Sacrament.  

GRADUATIONS  

Holy Trinity High School 

Kyla Bell was the recipient of the 2021 CWL Award of an 

Olive Wooden Cross and a cheque in the amount of 

$150.00. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Holy Family 

Lucia Arrieche d'Empaire 
Robert Barkman 

St. Andrew's 
Ella Mitchell 

Adam Bruce 
St. Gregory the Great 

Tiana Plesa 
Ethan Luk 

St. Marguerite d'Youville 
Isabella Dzidowski 

Kylie Van Dinton 
 

Each of the Graduates from the four Elementary schools 

received an Olive Wooden Cross and a cheque in the 

amount of $50.00. A Graduation card offering our 

congratulations, best wishes and blessings was included in 

the gift bag.  

Due to the Pandemic, a CWL representative could not 

personally be in attendance at the graduation ceremonies 

to present the award, therefore I delivered the gifts to the 

schools and the teachers did the honours. However, I did 

have the privilege to virtually present our Award at one 

school. Mrs. McKay, the Grade 8 teacher at St. Gregory 

the Great, invited me to send greetings to the Graduates 

via a video message and this video was subsequently 

shown to them during their Graduation ceremony. 

RCIA  

The Candidates and Catechumens who were received 

into the Church at the Easter Vigil Mass were given an 

Olive Wooden Cross and Religious Easter card 

expressing our CWL Council's congratulations, best 

wishes and blessings.   

Usually the gifts  for the new members of our Faith 

family are presented with their gifts by Richard Nunn, 

who is the lead of the RCIA Ministry, or one of the team 

members, three of whom are CWL members, at the final 

RCIA meeting.  However, with the Pandemic still in our 

midst and in keeping with the protocol of social 

distancing, Richard placed the gift bags on a table at the 

back of the church so that each person could pick up 

their bag individually after mass.  The gift bags were of 

different colours to differentiate between the ladies and 

gentlemen.  

CWL Mini Christmas Bazaar 

COVID-19 put a "spoke in our wheels" once again and 

we could not hold our Annual Christmas Bazaar on a 

large scale as in years past. However, with permission 

from our CWL Spiritual Advisor and Pastor, Father Jerry, 

we were able to have a Mini Christmas Bazaar for the 

four weekends in November, 2021. Following is what 

comprised our Mini Bazaar: 

"Advent Candles" and "Advent Brass Wreath 

Rings"  

Convener - Pierrette Ryan 

The "Advent Candles" were prepared by Pierrette.  Due 

to COVID it was not possible for any of the ladies, who 

usually gather as a group, to help make the candles. 

"Crafts" - Convener - Melody Fairbrother 

Many beautiful crafts were made by several of our CWL 

members, plus we had a couple of items from our 

previous Bazaar and a few donations were received from 

our Parishioners.   
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May the good Lord bless and keep you whether 
near or far away 

May you find that long awaited golden day today 
May your troubles all be small ones and your 

fortunes ten times ten 
May the good Lord bless and keep you till we 

meet again 
May you walk with sunlight shining and a 

bluebird in every tree 
May there be a silver lining back on every cloud 

you see 
Fill your dreams with sweet tomorrows never 

mind what might have been 
May the good Lord bless and keep you till we 

meet again 

"Gift Baskets" - Convener - Lucille O'Sullivan 

There were many amazing and gorgeous "Gift Baskets" 

prepared by Lucille and her Assistant "Elves", Sandra 

Hogan and Theresa Yeh. As always, the "Gift Baskets" 

were very popular. 

"Jewellery" - Convener - Audrey Almeida 

Audrey received some lovely handmade bracelets donated 

by members and friends, as well as other pieces of 

Jewellery donated by her daughter.  

"Preserves" 

Various bottles of delicious jams, pickled beets and 

vegetables were donated by our members and were placed 

at our "Craft" table. 

I am happy to say our Mini Christmas Bazaar was a 

success! We tried to make it festive with red tablecloths 

and red aprons to bring smiles to our parishioners and 

friends. We achieved this by witnessing the JOY, big 

smiles on their faces and words of appreciation. 

 
This is a photo of Chris Fisher and myself at the side of the "Craft 

Table" and naughty me forgot to don my red  apron. 

 

I would like to reiterate my very warm and heartfelt 

"THANKS" to the Conveners for their dedication in 

helping to put this event in place and to ALL the friendly 

"Elves" who answered my call to assist each weekend at 

the different Tables. I am so very proud and appreciative 

of how much you give of yourselves and always with big 

smiles and loving hearts. It brings to mind our Mission 

Statement, "The Catholic Women's League of Canada 

calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the 

love of God through ministry and service," as well as the 

new CWL theme for 2022, "Catholic and Living It!" I 

pray you may be blessed and live life to the fullest and 

look forward to seeing you once our CWL meetings 

resume. I would like to conclude with this song: 
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Grant me, O Lord God, a mind to 
know you, a heart to seek you, wisdom 
to find you, conduct pleasing to you, 
faithful perseverance in waiting for 

you, and a hope of finally embracing 
you.  

Amen. 

~St Thomas Aquinas 

From the Recording Secretary 
By: Melody Fairbrother 
 

2021 was another year of challenges for the world with the arrival of the 
Covid Omicron virus.  We were hoping that 2022 would allow us to get 

back to a relatively "normal" way of life but we were faced with the enemy 
again. 

 
In retrospect, I personally could not have weathered this storm then or 

now without the support of friends, family and my church. 
 

Prayers and meditation have given me strength. 
 

I wish everyone a year of good health, hope and of more positive things to 
come. 

 
God bless us all. 

 

From the Spiritual Chair  
By Ivana Pejakovic 

Here we are already in the third month of the year 2022. It is my sincere 

hope that you and your family had healthy, hopeful and peaceful days so 

far. 

Over the last year, I continued to immerse myself in many traditional 

Catholic books, online videos and sermons. During this time, the heartache 

and sorrow I first felt when I started studying Catholicism has continued to 

grow. 

By submerging myself in the Catholicism as was practiced centuries ago, by 

the well known Saints and Doctors of the Church, it is clear how much our 

current culture has lost. The culture that we live in, is far far away from the 

thriving Christian ones we hear about in historical times. Here are only a 

few examples of how secularized we have become: 

 The meaning of Christmas has changed and become commercialized; 

finding a Christmas card that captures the true meaning of this day is 

difficult. The anticipation of arrival of baby Jesus on Christmas Eve has 

been replaced by the anticipation of arrival of Santa and his reindeer. 

Most recently, it has even been suggested it is politically correct to call a 

Christmas tree a “Holiday Tree” 

 To say there is no salvation outside the Catholic Church (“extra 

Ecclesiam nulla salus”) and that there is no hope for defeating evil 

outside this same Church is considered intolerant of diversity 

 February 2nd is known as Groundhog day; not many Catholics know it 

is the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In general, 

public calendars barely acknowledge Christian Holidays 
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 School children generally know that July is the 'get out of school month.' 

Many children attending Catholic schools, do not know that July is the 

month of the Precious Blood of Jesus 

 The Traditional Latin Mass, which has been practiced by Saints and 

Doctor’s of the Church for more than 1500 years (up until 1960s) is now 

banned. Even New York Times reported this modernized move 

 In October 2019, The Vatican welcomed Pachamama, an Amazonian idol 

into its Gardens 

 My personal experience is that it’s more acceptable to say “the universe” 

(stemming from Eastern religions) than to say the name of God in public 

places. While not everyone has same experiences, this has emerged as a 

pattern among mine 

 A US  statistic  shows  that only 1/3 of Catholics agree  with their church 

[as if it's a matter of opinion!]  that  the  Eucharist  is the real presence of 

the body and blood of Christ (pewresearch.org). True, it is a US statistic, 

but we might be fooling ourselves to think Canadian numbers are better 

 According to one Psychology Today article, the purpose of life is “to 

‘evolve’ because that is consistent with our evolutionary purpose.” 

Compare that with what the Catechism teaches: "The purpose of the life 

of man is to know and love God" so that we may spend eternity with him 

 Children today are taught it is possible to chose your gender. In fact, there 

are 14 preset gender options one can choose on their Facebook account, 

plus the custom free-form field. 

 It takes no more than a quick look at the lifestyles around to us to see that 

we’ve forgotten that hell is an eternal and real place and that Heaven is 

extremely difficult to enter. How have we started to believe there is a 

reasonable hope that all will be saved? The Church has never taught this 

No matter where we look, it is difficult to recognize anything more than hints 

of Christianity in today’s culture (and sadly even the leftover hints seem to be 

watered down in truth). Practices of penance, belief in redemptive suffering, 

observing traditional days of abstinence and fasting, celebrating feast days and 

Holy days, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, setting a goal to live a saintly life, 

celebrating the Saints, naming our children after the Saints, living according to 

our state in life, regular prayers for our dead, nuclear families, completing 

consecrations, and the understanding that teachings of the Catholic Church 

are in no way open to individual interpretation are a thing of a distant past.  

Growing up I attended Catholic schools, weekly Mass, and received all my 

sacraments, however, immersing myself in the study of Catholicism has made 

it very apparent to me that I am an un-catechized Catholic. I am seeing how 

much I have not been taught and to be honest, I can't help but feel cheated 

and robbed. As a cradle Catholic, a complete religious education was my 

birthright so  how  is it that I,  along with  many many others, do  not know 

m 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/16/world/europe/pope-francis-old-latin-mass.html
https://onepeterfive.com/the-vaticans-continuing-idolatry-problem/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/05/transubstantiation-eucharist-u-s-catholics/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/tech-happy-life/202010/what-is-the-purpose-life
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/saints-on-the-fewness-of-the-saved
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/saints-on-the-fewness-of-the-saved
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much more than the bare bones of the teachings of the Church? The little 

training I received is certainly not anything I could have used to evangelize, 

never mind identify heresy nor defend my faith when times have called for 

it. 

What has changed so that most of my generation, and from all appearances, 

subsequent ones, have grown up with complete neglect of a proper Catholic 

formation? Why is it that while attending Catholic schools, I grew up more 

secular minded than Catholic? How is it that when my teenage peers (who 

were also Catholic) challenged our faith, I did not know enough to stand up 

and respond? Why did all of these encounters chip away at my faith until it 

seemed like Catholicism, the religion as revealed by the One True God, 

could not stand up to science? How is it that I could not debate that 

Catholicism was the one true religion, and not equal to others? Why could I 

not see the gift our Lord gave me by allowing me to be born into 

Catholicism? 

More importantly, how has the once strong voice of the Church, with so 

much influence on culture, become nothing more than a whisper, something 

impossible to hear among today’s distractions and modern ways of life? 

There is much speculation about when our Christian culture started to fade 

away, but one thing is certain: if parents and grandparents are serious about 

their children and grandchildren growing up with a well formed conscience, 

they need to be extra vigilant and proactive to ensure their kids receive a rich 

Catholic education. More importantly, parents need to be more hands-on 

than ever before, and perhaps brushing up on their own knowledge of our 

Great Faith, to ensure their children receive a strong Catholic upbringing 

which instills in them traditional Catholic values and a way of life. 
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From the Correspondence Chair  
By Danielle Hanna 

It is my privilege to continue in the role of 

Correspondence Chair reaching out to mark life’s 

notable moments among our dear Sisterhood in 2021. 

Covid and the Holy Spirit slowed life down for me just a 

little over the past year, and a new hobby emerged- 

creating handmade greeting cards from pressed flowers 

discovered during long walks along the many beautiful, 

forested trails we’re blessed with in Oakville.  In 2021, 

we sadly said goodbye to Fr. Issac and joyfully 

welcomed or new Minister, Fr. Jerry. It was an honour 

to present both of these special men with the cards 

pictured below.   

Report on Correspondence sent for 2021:  

Sympathy cards were sent to: Valerie Walker (loss of 

father); Anita Thissen (loss of father); Olivia Gibson 

(loss of niece); Dorothy Schramm (loss of mother); 

Elizabeth Moretti (loss of husband); Fr. John Van Hees 

(loss of father); Lillian Blank (loss of husband); Barb 

Forrow (loss of mother); Vicki Baronowsky (loss of 

sister). 
Thinking of You/ Get Well cards were sent to:  

Louise Melvin; Hilda Zita; Danielle Hanna; Lillian & 

Ambrose Blank; Noella Rutley; Helen Demchuk; Judith 

Nunn; Louise Dew; Christine Fisher; Grace Gris 

Congratulations cards were sent to:  

Carol Norris (first granddaughter) 

Milestone Birthday cards were sent to: 

Vicki Baronowsky; Fr. Issac; Roslyn Palynchuk; Yvonne 

Prasad; Lourdes Medeiros; Colleen Gamble 

Milestone Anniversary cards were sent to:  

Margie Grier & David Fisher (30th); Valerie & Peter 

Walker (40th); Karen & John Murphy (30th); Fr. Jerry 

(20th Anniversary of Ordination) 
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From the Organization Chair 
By Audrey Almeida  

This year our Catholic Women’s League of Canada’s 

Theme is “Catholic and Living It !”.  We collectively 

continue to be inspired to follow our League Mission 

Statement:  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its 

members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of 

God through ministry and service.  

We thank you for your continued patronage and 

membership support to our League.  

We welcome all our members to attend our General 

Meetings if you can.  

“Members are the League’s greatest asset, and it is 

through their actions that League Objectives are 

achieved”. 

CWL  Membership Dues $25 

Please renew and pay your membership for this current 

year soon.  

Membership Dues Payment Methods 

E-transfer payment send to CWLMMOGP@gmail.com  

Cheque Payable “CWL Mary Mother of God Parish” 

in a sealed envelope can be dropped in the collection 

baskets, CWL Mail Room shelf or Parish Office. 

CASH in a sealed envelope with your information 

noted, can be dropped in the collection baskets, CWL 

Mail Room shelf or Parish Office. 

ANY UPDATES?  

Members, if you have recently changed your e-mail 

address, phone number or moved. Please provide your 

current information. This will assist us to stay connected 

with you by updating our records. Please Email 

audreycwlmmogp@gmail.com  

CWL RESOURCES 

The League at all levels continues to keep all members 

updated. 

Please note these helpful CWL Resources: 

The Canadian League magazines are available online 

only with current and past issues. Link 

https://cwl.ca/category/media/the-canadian-league/  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada Hamilton 

Diocesan Council issues the Spectrum Newsletter which 

is available online to read. A great way to stay 

connected.  

Diocesan cwlhamilton.ca 

Provincial cwl.on.ca 

National cwl.ca 

mailto:CWLMMOGP@gmail.com
mailto:audreycwlmmogp@gmail.com
https://cwl.ca/category/media/the-canadian-league/
https://cwlhamilton.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.ca/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECIPIENTS    

Our Parish Council congratulates all our CWL Sisters 

for their membership service and dedication. We would 

like to recognize our members for their service years. 

Service Pins are given to our members who have 

been members for the following years Year 2, 10, 25, 

35, 50, 60 or 70.  

Congratulations to our Catholic Women’s League  

members (30) who received Years of Service pins. 

Thank you for your dedicated service and support.  

Presented 35 year recipients 

Lourdes Medeiros (year 2020) and Elfriede Hanekemp 

(year 2021)  

Presented 25 year recipients 

(year 2020): Noella Rutley and Colleen Gamble  

Presented 10 year recipients  

(year 2020): Linda Alexander; Anne Marie Gonsalves; 

Margie Grier; Pierrette Ryan; Louise Yanick  

(year 2021), Maria Bastarache; Sharon Bryne;  Wanda 

Crichton; Sue Dunn-Eckstein; Patricia McCabe; Renata 

Noronha; Lucille O’Sullivan   

Presented Insignia Pins to New Members  

(2nd year in 2020)Marion Bastiampillai; Mary Burditt; 

Mila Gomes; Jeanne Chrzanowski; Helen Fernback; 

Colleen Mullin; Ivana Pejakovic 

(2nd year in 2021) Danielle De Rango; Rose Fabiano; 

Melody Fairbrother; Grace Gris; Mary-Lynn Heye; Jincy 

James; Cheryl-Ann Renner.  
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  Farewell from Olivia Gibson 
 
My dear CWL family: 

 
It was my honour and privilege to have been part of our Mary Mother 

of God CWL Executive for the past twenty-two years, seven of which 
I served as your President.  I learnt so much with past and present 

executive members, as well as with all the members of our CWL, 
whilst making new friends along the "road of things worthwhile."   

Thank you for your friendship and never-ending support over the 
years.  

 
Equally, I was also the Christmas Bazaar Chair and Convenor of the 

Children's Corner at our Christmas Bazaar, over the same span as my 
Executive terms.  To be part of these special Committees, working 

with very special ladies, including those who were not on any of the 
Committees, yet in some capacity or another, you took part in the 

overall events, leaves me with many treasured memories.  
 

As you will note from Pierrette's Agenda for CWL Zoom meeting, I 
"retired" from both positions as of December 15th, 2021, but I have 

maintained my CWL membership with our Council and look forward 
to seeing everyone in person and sharing hugs once we can begin 

having meetings again. Give some thought to joining the Executive 
and Bazaar Committees, you won't regret it.  

 
The main reason I am writing this message is to say how much I was 

in awe of the very beautiful card of Appreciation and the very lovely 
printed and written words in it; they filled me to the core with a 

warmth of light and happiness. Enclosed with the card was the special 
gift of a Mass card, which was celebrated this evening (Tuesday, 

January 25th.) I would have to say that I feel loved and blessed. 
 

"Thank you" are two small words, but it is my sincere hope that you 
embrace them with the love and affection I am sending to each of 

you.  May God shower you with His special bounty of blessings, Our 
Blessed Mother grant you many graces and shelter you under her 

Mantle of Protection and together with St. Joseph, I pray that the 
Holy Family will keep you bound in love, peace, happiness and joy as 

a unit. LOVE is the key ingredient in life. 
 

I wish each and every one of you the very best for 2022. Never let go 
of your dreams and hopes, keep the Faith, embrace your loved ones, 

say "I love you,"  thank Jesus for always being there for you and keep 
dancing to the beat of the music in your hearts. 

 

Love you, big hugs and God bless,  

Olivia Gibson  
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Christmas Bazaar 
Our November 2021 Christmas Bazaar was different from all 

previous Bazaar’s held to date.  

Instead of hosting the beautiful and grand Bazaar on one Saturday 

in November, we hosted multiple Mini Bazaar sales at the Church 

every weekend in November, before and after each mass (Saturday 

5:00pm, Sunday 9:00 and 11:00 am). 

We had our tables set up with Gift Baskets, Crafts, Preserves, 

advent Candles, Wreaths, and new Jewelry. Overall, we had no 

cause to be disappointed! 

While the Bazaar Committee was unable to recreate the event in 

the usual pomp and style, they were successful in recreating the 

festive feeling while selling the many goodies and raising money for 

charities. 

Thank you to Fr Jerry, our Bazaar Committee, all our volunteers, 

customers and supporters. With so many unknowns during the 

year, it was difficult planning ahead for the event. 

We look forward to seeing you again this November… Style of 

event? To be determined! 
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Thank you Catholic Women’s League 
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A Mother’s Prayer  

Almighty and beneficent God! 

who didst impose upon our 

mother Eve, in punishment for 

her sin, that she should give birth 

to her children in pain: I offer to 

Thee all the pains which I have 

thus suffered in atonement for my 

sins, and thank Thee, that I have 

safely brought a child into the 

world, whom I now offer to Thee, 

according to the example of the 

Mother of Thine only-begotten 

Son, for Thy holy service, whom I 

shall zealously endeavor to 

educate for Thy honor. Give me 

but this grace through the 

intercession and merits of this 

most blessed Mother. Bless me 

and my child, and grant, that we 

may here live in accordance with 

Thy divine will, and receive 

eternal salvation. Through Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 

Faith Corner 
The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, February 2 

We conclude the Christmas season with the Feast of the Purification 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, also known as Candlemas. 

The law of God, given by Moses to the Jews, indicates that by the sin 

of Adam, man is conceived and born in sin. As such, the law of God 

ordained that a woman, after childbirth, should continue for a certain 

time in a state which that law called unclean. During this time she was 

not to appear in public nor touch anything consecrated to God. This 

term was of forty days upon the birth of a son, and the time was 

doubled for a daughter. At the end of this time, the mother was to 

bring to the door of the temple, a lamb of a year old and a young 

pigeon or turtle-dove. The lamb was a burnt-offering, in 

acknowledgment of the sovereignty of God, and in thanksgiving for 

her happy delivery; the pigeon or turtle-dove was for a sin-offering. 

Upon being sacrificed to Almighty God by the priest, the woman was 

cleansed of impurity, and reinstated to her former privileges. 

Although, the sacrifice for purification was unnecessary for Our 

Blessed Lady, in her humility she desired to be obedient to the Mosaic 

Law.  

The Purification of Mary is known to have been celebrated from the 

times of persecution, for it is seen in the Church at Jerusalem in the 

time of Constantine’s conversion. Additionally, the Feast of the 

Purification of Our Lady ranked after the Assumption in 7th century 

Rome.. To learn more about this Feast Day, please click on the image 

below. 

 

A Time in History: Churching of Women 

Churching of women is the ceremony where a blessing is given to 

mothers after recovery from childbirth. The ceremony includes 

thanksgiving for the woman's survival of childbirth, and is performed 

even when the child is stillborn, or had died unbaptized. 

Although the ceremony itself contains no elements of ritual 

purification; in light of the New Testament, the ritual draws on the 

imagery and symbolism of the presentation of Jesus at the Temple. 

Although no longer done regularly, it is a pious and praiseworthy 

custom, dating from the early Christian ages, for a mother to present 

herself in the Church as soon as she is able to leave her house, to offer 

thanks to God for her happy delivery, and to obtain by means of the 

priestly blessing the graces necessary to bring up her child in a 

Christian manner.  
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Educational Corner 
 
The Book of Genesis: Starting at the beginning 

The author of the Bible is ultimately God, and as Catholics we are obliged to believe certain truths about the nature 

of creation. The Fourth Lateran Council declared that at the beginning of time, God created everything from 

nothing, including Adam. In the Sacred History of Genesis, the Holy Ghost puts forth true history, and not a myth 

or fictional story. In recent decades faith in the original doctrine of creation has been shaken by the claims of 

evolutionary theory, but twenty-first century natural science has now answered and invalidated those claims.   

Below are 4 videos that build a strong case for the literal meaning of story of Creation as we read it in the Bible.  

Unless We Believe in Scripture We Can Neither Be Christians Nor Be Saved (a Sermon)  

Many pagan peoples have a story similar to those in the book of Genesis. How is this possible? Where did they get 

these thoughts from? What does this say about modern scripture scholars today? 

Kolbe Center: Mike Gladieux - How Moses Wrote Genesis  

Mike Gladieux presents simple evidence from 20th century archeological findings that leads us to the conclusion that 

Moses wrote Genesis, as asserted by all the Church Fathers. We can now see more clearly the special way in which 

God inspired Moses. 

Kolbe Center: Hugh Owen - Traditional Catholic Doctrine of Creation 

Creation, evolution and the crisis of faith: What does the Catholic Church teach? The Kolbe Center for the Study of 

Creation is a Roman Catholic lay apostolate dedicated to glorifying the Most Holy Trinity by proclaiming the truth 

about the origins of man and the universe. 

Fr Ripperger: Evolution & the Culture of Death 

What is the history of evolution? How is freemasonry connected to the spread and pushing of the theory in 

educational institutions? How does evolution influence advocates of birth control, sterilization, eugenics, and 

abortion? How is the culture of death linked to evolution? What is the traditional doctrine of creation and how can it 

help win back fallen away Catholics – especially the youth? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIThwuOHrJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFB57jBpf24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFwEyZ0g3D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdYg5XFAK8s&t=2315
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“I shall come to ask for the Consecration of Russia to My 
Immaculate Heart…If people attend to My requests, Russia will 
be converted and the world will have peace.” ~Our Lady of Fatima 

In response to Sr Lucy’s question why He would not convert Russia without the Holy Father consecrating that nation to His 
Mother’s Immaculate Heart, Our Lord replied “Because I want My whole Church to acknowledge that consecration as a 

triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary so that it may extend its cult later and put the devotion of the Immaculate Heart 
beside the devotion to My Sacred Heart.” 

On July 13, 1917, Our Lady warned the 3 seers, 

including Sr Lucy, that if people did not stop offending 

God, He would punish the world “by means of war, 

hunger and persecution of the Church and of the Holy 

Father,” using Russia as His chosen instrument of 

chastisement.  

The Mother of God cautioned that if Her requests were 

not granted, “Russia will spread its errors throughout 

the world, raising up wars and persecutions of the 

Church. The good will be martyred, the Holy Father will 

have much to suffer and various nations will be 

annihilated.” 

Our Lady reappeared to Sr Lucy on June 13, 1929 and 

announced “the moment has come for God to ask the 

Holy Father to make, in union with all the bishops of  

the world, the Consecration of Russia to My 

Ummaculul 

Pray the Rosary for the Consecration of Russia 

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 

Immaculate Heart. By this means, He promises to save 

Russia.” 

Our Lady’s request for the Consecration remains one of 

the most controversial aspects of the entire Fatima 

Message. While several popes have undertaken 

consecrations of the world since the request was made 

public (including Pope John Paul II in 1982 and 1984), 

none of these fulfilled the specific requirements of Our 

Lord and Our Lady’s requests. In repeated visits to Sister 

Lucy, Our Lord and his Mother insisted it is Russia (and 

Russia only) that is to be the object of this Consecration. 

Additionally, only Pope Pius XII’s consecration of the 

world in 1942 included substantial involvement of the 

bishops. Sister Lucy has written that this imperfect act of 

obedience, while not fulfilling Our Lady’s Fatima request, 

did hasten the end of World War II, sparing the lives of 

millions of people. 

Either Russia will be consecrated and there will be peace 

or we will see the fulfillment of all of the terrible 

chastisements that Our Lady warned would happen: war, 

famine, persecution of the Church and of the Holy Father, 

the annihilation of various nations and the enslavement of 

those nations that are not annihilated. Only the conversion 

of Russia can end the current chastisements and prevent 

those that await us in the future. Sr Lucy warned that 

Russia will be used by God to chastise the entire world, “if 

we do not beforehand obtain the conversion of that poor 

nation.” We need the conversion of Russia, but God has 

determined that this conversion will only come about 

through one means: the solemn Consecration of Russia to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The end of chastisements 

and the peace of the world depend on this act.  

(Reference Fatima Centre). 

https://fatima.org/why-world-peace-depends-on-it/
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CWL Membership Inquiries 
Members of The Catholic Women’s League of 

Canada are dedicated to the preservation and 

celebration of Christian family life. A membership in 

the CWL adds your voice in support of local and 

national work for the rights of the unborn, family 

issues, as well as other social justice issues. 

We communicate through letters, emails and phone 

calls to let decision makers know where we stand on 

issues. The government listens to our CWL voices. 

We invite every woman in this parish to join! 

CWL meets at 7:00pm on the third Wednesday of 

each month from February to May and September 

to December (with the exception of February when 

our meeting is held at 1:00 p.m.). 

League Mission 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its 

members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love 

of God through ministry and service. 

Contact Us 
If you would like more information about the 

League or would like to join us in our ministry, 

please contact our Acting President, Pierrette Ryan, 

via email cwlmmogp@gmail.com.  

CWL Planning for 2022  

Every year the CWL hosts a number of events that 

both we and our members look forward to. 

Unfortunately these events continued to be canceled 

last year due to the pandemic. We are, however, 

eagerly awaiting to restart them as soon as rules 

allow. Here is a reminder of what 

1. Christmas Bazaar – November, 12, 2022. Although 

our Bazaar last year was scaled down, we are hopeful 

about resuming this festive event this year. The size of 

the event is subject to the unfolding of current events. 

For now, let warm memories of past events continue 

to play in our hearts. Please save the date. 

2. Community "Coffee" Sunday – Are you missing our 

coffee Sunday meetings? We are missing you too. 

While this social gathering continues to be on hold, we 

do plan to resume the family friendly event as soon as 

we get clearance. 

3. Monthly CWL meetings We have resumed our 

meetings via Zoom. We will continue to meet on the 

3rd Wednesday of every month at 7pm from February 

to May & September to December. We look forward 

to having you join us online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatest kindness one can render to any man consists of 

leading him from error to truth. 

~St. Thomas Aquinas 

mailto:cwlmmogp@gmail.com


 

The Litany of Our Lady of Lourdes 
(For Private Use Only) 
 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

God the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. 

 
Exalted model of all mothers, Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us. 

Mother who did suffer so much, Pray for us. 
Mother poor and without shelter, Pray for us. 

Mother who did bear along forgotten roads the fruit of thy  
 womb, Pray for us. 

Who did find no other shelter for thy Son and our God than a  
wild cave, and no other cradle than a manger, Pray for 

 us. 
Who did declare, "I am the Immaculate Conception,"  

Pray for us. 
Who did appear to a humble peasant girl in order to teach us  

 humility, Pray for us. 
Who was clad in a white robe to remind us of purity,  

Pray for us. 
Who did wear a girdle of blue to remind us of Heaven,  

Pray for us. 
Who did tread on a rosebush to remind us of the sufferings we  

 must endure in order to merit Heaven, Pray for us. 
Who did carry the rosary to induce us to pray, Pray for us. 

Who had thy hands joined and thy eyes raised to Heaven to  
 draw us to penance, Pray for us.  

Who is the Star of Hope, Pray for us.  

Who prays to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for us, Pray for us. 
Who gives strength to the clergy, Pray for us. 

Who heals the sick, Pray for us. 
Who is the health of the weak, Pray for us. 

Refuge of sinners, Pray for us. 
Comforter of the afflicted, Pray for us. 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes, conceived without sin,  

pray for us who have recourse to thee. 
 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,  
 spare us, O Lord.  

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,  
 graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 

 
Pray for us, Our Lady of Lourdes, Holy Mother of God. 

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes, so fruitful in miracles, protect, with that 
hand which nothing can resist, our Holy Father the Pope. 

Infuse into us the spirit of faith, hope and charity. We all 
believe the truth of thy apparitions, and the unlimited power 

with which thy Divine Son has armed thee. Hence it is that we 
have recourse to thee. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


