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Our Faith and our Culture
As I am beginning to bless the farmsteads and fields,
I want to remind everyone that the blessing by the priest
is not enough in and of itself. We each need to live in
the fullness of faith and our relationship with God and
his Church. One tradition that is not imposed as
obligatory but is still a good reminder of the impact of

our faith on every aspect of our lives are Rogation Days. The next days are coming soon so make your plans to put
them in practice as a prayer for our farming community. Here is a summary of how we can live them out.
Another category of now-little known days of penance are the rogation days. The major rogation falls on the feast of
St. Mark, April 25 (but is unrelated to the Evangelist), and the minor rogation days fall on the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday before the Ascension (May 23-25 this year). It's an unlikely time for extra days of penance, as it's during
Eastertide, but they were offered to God during the spring planting season in the hopes that the wheat crop would
be protected from natural disasters. Though often referred to as fasting days, during the Easter season, they would
have been observed as days of abstinence from meat, but not days of fasting. It is traditional, on the major rogation
day to recite the Litany of All Saints, and to walk in procession around the boundaries of the parish, blessing the
crops. We don’t have the processions but I have included a reminder for farm blessings the last few weeks in the
bulletin.
Another way we live our faith more fully is through our prayers for the living and the dead. This weekend we offered
a funeral service for Louise Juaire. Louise was Clinton’s wife. He cared for the St Anthony & Antleope Creek
cemeteries the last many years. Louise will be buried up in the Belcourt area. I have included the Corporal and
Spiritual Works of Mercy in the bulletin a couple times the last two months as a reminder that we need to live our faith
every day. Here are a few thoughts on this gift of prayer... Because [praying for the living and dead] is the final work
of mercy, we might be tempted to think, “Well, if all else fails, I can always pray.” And it is true that there are situations
in which only prayer avails. This is what Jesus told his disciples when they were unable to deliver a poor boy suffering
from demonic possession: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting” (Mk 9:29).
But it would be better to think of this final work of mercy as the companion to all the works that precede it. When we
accompany our actions with prayer we will receive the discernment we need to carry them with sensitivity, respecting
the unique needs of each individual. More importantly, when instructing us to carry out such works Our Lord said,
“When you did it to one of these least ones, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). Prayer reveals the presence of Christ in
others, and this will help us approach them with reverence and not as some problem to be solved.
Prayer enables us in some mysterious way to touch the hearts of others and it dissolves the barriers of time and
space. We are asked to pray for the living and the dead, a reminder that prayer unites us to the whole human family.
... See the full article to promote this practice of mercy jubileeofmercy-eb.org/page/reflection-pray-for-living-dead/

Please pray for: Joanne Althoff, Loretta Althoff,  Bill
Bell, Janet Berg, Kate Boll, Brenda Burger, Dolores Davis,
Bill Giesen, Kerri Giesen, Nargis Golwalla, Sharon
Gunwall, Marie Hanson, Tony Heitkamp, Clinton Juaire,
Mary Ellen Krump, Michelle Lenz, Jerry & Louise Lingen,
Dennis Mauch, Diane (Jim) Mauch, Macy Mauch, Jim
Mitchell, Loran Palmer, Alice Pausch, Elizabeth Thom,
John Wahler, Ed Walseth, Wayne Ward, Gene Werner,
Frances Zajac. Send names of loved ones needing prayer
to Fr Gunwall.

Mass Intentions (& Feast day) 
Mon, 16 No Mass  Rochelle Betsch (†)
Tue, 17 StsPP 8:30am  Fr Bill Sherman (†)
Wed, 18 StA 5:45pm  Camille Berns (†) & family - (m) St John 1
Thu, 19 StsPP 8:30am  Dick Haberman (†)
Fri, 20 StA 6:00am  Men’s group
Fri, 20 StA 9:30am  Leo Althoff (†)-(m) St Bernardine of Sienna
Sat, 21 StA 5:00pm  All parishioners - (m) St Christopher

Magallanes and Companions
Lector: Diane Birchem / Usher: Doug Birchem

Sun, 22 StsPP 8:30am Jim Lingen (†)
Lector: Memory Mauch / Usher: Todd Althoff

 Servers: Treyton & Taylor / Gifts: Richard & Bev
Sun, 22 StA 10:30am  Erin Kath & family

Lector: Anita Onchuck / Usher: Dean Onchuck
Servers: Xavior & Onchucks

 Gifts: Arnel & Danette family

https://jubileeofmercy-eb.org/page/reflection-pray-for-living-dead/


Keeping the House of God beautiful!
May - Sts PP: *Memory Mauch, Sierra
Heitkamp, Marilyn Lingen, Laura Lugert, Liane
Mauch / St A: *Ashton Mauch, Shirley Breuer,
Brenda Klosterman, Diana Klosterman,
Michelle Johnson, Carmen Marohl.

Keep God’s Word in your heart: “Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his might” (Ephesians 6:10)
Grow in faith: Choose a book or CD to read or listen to (from

our shelves or online) this week to learn more or be encouraged in living our faith.
Field Blessings: See the front for more background on this. This year I have blessed many small crosses that can
be placed in a corner of each field. Let’s arrange a time for the blessing of your home, equipment, seed, etc.
Our Lady of Fatima: This last Friday we remembered the appearance of Mary to three small children at Fatima in
Portugal. If you are not familiar with the miracle that occurred there, watch one of the many movies made. Below is
a graphic with one of the prayers that the children received from Mary and the angel. It is a prayer that is always
needed - for ourselves to grow in faith, for those seeking or struggling to believe as we pray for them to find Jesus
in his Body, the Church, in the Eucharist, and in the Scriptures. We have a gift to share and a responsibility to do so.
Made for Greatness Men’s Leadership Summit, July 22-24 at Stiklestad Lodge near Fort Ransom. We
have three planning to go and would like to include a few more for this weekend event. Be part of our
work to build up parish life. I, Fr Gunwall, will be present for Friday and most of Saturday. Great food,
beautiful location, trap and target shooting, firepit, time to relax, and inspiring talks. Sign up now with Fr. Gunwall.
We will pay 1/2 the fee. What’s stopping you?
Stewardship Moment: "I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should
love one another." (John 13:34)  "As I have loved you," this is the hard part - Jesus's love is unconditional; our love
usually comes with strings attached. It is easy to love
someone when they love you back. But it takes mercy and
compassion to love someone when you feel unappreciated,
feel used or feel like your opinion doesn't matter. It takes
courage and the grace of God to "love my neighbor" when
they may be someone you don't like, someone you don't
know or someone that doesn't look like you.

Area Events & Other News
Community Garden: If you would like a plot in the community
garden behind St Anthony church, contact Fr Gunwall right away. Space is limited.
Beginning Experience Weekend, June 24-26 at St Francis Retreat Center in Hankinson, Friday evening to Sunday
afternoon for adults grieving the loss of a love relationship through death, divorce, or separation. The presenters are people
who have suffered the loss of a loved one. They are willing to share their experience to help others. Team members lead
participants through a program of presentations, personal private reflection and small group sharing. The BE Weekend
is our core program and the foundation of the Beginning Experience ministry.  The parish will pay ½ the cost and other
scholarship money is available. If you or someone you know could
benefit from coming to the BE Weekend, please contact the
following for an application: Bonnie at (701) 318-0949 or Marlene
at (218) 998-4300. Talk to Fr Gunwall, or leave a message at (701)
277-8784 or go to beginningexperience-easternnd.org

Are you looking for a counselor to talk to?
At Redeeming Grace Counseling, we offer you
a resource of emotional support in a safe,

comfortable and empathic environment. We provide Telehealth
Counseling to those living across North Dakota and Minnesota;
accepted by most health insurances. Counseling available from
your home or meeting face to face. We understand that a one-size
fits all approach is not the best approach as individuals respond
differently to various interventions, depending upon their
personality, background, needs, and issues. Individual counseling
is for those who seek relief from depression, anxiety, sadness, the
pain of loss and separation, career and job losses, difficulties in
relationships with family, a spouse or child, mood disorders, eating

disorders, and
addictions.

Question of the week
How can I open the door
of faith to someone else?

This week’s celebrations: Donald Klosterman,
Ellie Storbakken, Susan Mauch,

Marlys Krump, Kevin Lingen.
Todd & Caryn Klosterman.

150 Club Raffle for May:
Mary Ann Iverson, Curt & Sue
Berg, Tom & Mary Klubberud.
Thank you for your support.

Corporal Works & Spiritual Works of Mercy
Feed the hungry Instruct the ignorant
Give drink to the thirsty Counsel the doubtful
Clothe the naked Admonish the sinners
Visit the imprisoned Bear patiently those who wrong us
Shelter the homeless Forgive offenses
Visit the sick Comfort the afflicted
Bury the dead Pray for the living and the dead

www.beginningexperience-easternnd.org

