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Praying for Those in Authority
Fr Gunwall is sharing this article until Fr. Hickin gets
into the rhythm of the bulletins.
A Prayerful Reflection for the Fourth of July on 1
Timothy 2:1-4
"Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so
that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by
godliness and dignity."
Monday is Independence Day in the United States, a
day of patriotic celebrations for citizens in my country.

I thought it would be appropriate for me to offer a reflection that is appropriate for this day, even though quite a few
readers of my Daily Reflections do not live in the United States. If you're from another country, what I write will be
relevant to you, though the date won't have the same significance as it does for my American readers.
In one of his letters to Timothy, the Apostle Paul urged him "to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede
on their behalf, and give thanks for them" (1 Tim 2:1). Then, becoming more specific, Paul added, "Pray this way for
kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity" (2:2).
I wonder why Paul felt it necessary to urge Timothy to pray for his political leaders. Could it be that this sort of prayer
might easily be neglected, even by such a faithful Christian as Timothy? After all, Timothy lived in a society where
the rulers were anything but Christian. Increasingly, they were becoming hostile to Christians, not to mention Christian
values. How tempting it might have been to pray for all people except leaders of secular, even pagan government
(which was rife with worship of the gods and even the emperors).
Yet, Paul, wanted to be sure that Timothy prayed for kings and other leaders. The context makes it clear that these
prayers include thanksgiving. Yes, even though the Roman government and its local leaders were far from what a
Christian would prefer, Timothy was still supposed to pay attention to ways in which God was blessing him through
the state. For example, Roman domination of the Mediterranean world made travel much easier and safer than it
had ever been, a situation that allowed for the rapid expansion of the early Christian movement.
Most people I know, no matter where they live or what political views they hold, are not altogether happy with their
government. How easy it is for us to complain, perhaps even to protest. It's good for us to exercise our freedoms as
citizens, to be sure. But let us not forget to pray for our government, and our leaders, in particular. As we see our
government doing things that are consistent with God's kingdom, we offer thanks to God. And where we see need
for improvement, we ask God to guide our leaders into his righteousness and justice.
So, on this day, as an American I offer thanks to God for much that is good about my country. And I pray for my
leaders, asking God to give them wisdom and to bless their leadership. No matter the country in which you live, I
invite you to join me in prayers for our leaders.
www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/2011/07/04/a-prayerful-reflection-for-the-fourth-of-july/ See
accompanying prayer on back side...

: Loretta Althoff, Bill Bell, Brenda
Burger, Marie Hanson, Mary Ellen Krump, Diane (Jim)
Mauch, Steve Metzen, Jim Mitchell, Donna Spellerberg
Frances Zajac, Travis. Please inform Fr Hickin of family
or friends you would like listed here.Thank you for
praying for one another!

 (& Feast day) 
Mon, 4 StA 9:30am  Rochelle Betsch (†) -
Tue, 5 StsPP 8:30am  Cody & Sarah Reiland family - (m) St

Anthony Zaccaria & Elizabeth of Portugal
Wed, 6 StA 5:45pm Leo Althoff (†) - (m) St Maria Goretti
Thu, 7 StsPP 8:30am   Erin Kath & family -
Fri, 8 StA 9:30am  Camille Berns (†) & family -
Sat, 9 StA 5:00pm  Rochelle Betsch (†) -  (m) St Augustine

Zhao Rong
Lector: Joe Braun / Usher: Dick Mauch

Sun, 10 StsPP 8:30am  Jim Lingen (†) -
Lector: Todd Althoff / Usher: Todd Althoff

 Servers:  / Gifts: Todd & Tammi family
Sun, 10 StA 10:30am  All parishioners

Lector:Dean Onchuck / Usher: Dean Onchuck
Servers:Mason & Adlee / Gifts:Andrew & Bethany

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/2011/07/04/a-prayerful-reflection-for-the-fourth-of-july/


 *Jackie Lingen, Barb
Lingen, Cindy Reiland, Donna Thiel 

*Yvonne Ward, Taylor Allmendinger,
Ronna Althoff, Kari Callenius, Aimee
Flaa, Lisa Mauch, Alexis Peltier

Keep God’s Word in your heart: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
Grow in faith: Introduce yourself to Fr. Michael Hickin and arrange a visit with him.
Read one more miracle from the Eucharistic miracles website

miracolieucaristici.org/en/Liste/list.html
Ministries schedules: They were emailed to everyone (if you didn’t receive, check your spam or the email we have
for you), posted on our parish website under the Liturgy tab, and copies in the back of church. Check the gifts too.
St Anthony hall kitchen items are available for a freewill donation until July 4. Stop by anytime this week.
Vocations Bible & Faith Camp: July 25-28 at St Anthony hall. Registrations have been mailed to each family we
have in our database. Non-parish youth are invited to join us - see the registration form for info. Contact Anita Onchuck
with any questions.
St Anthony Circles: meeting & social is postponed to later July - TBA We planned a meeting and social to see
how the adjusted arrangement worked this last year. Watch for the new date.
150 Club raffle: the 2022-23 150 Club to support St Anthony cemetery begins in mid-July. If you want to give these
as a gift, or get one (or more) for yourself, please contact Anita. Reminder postcards were sent out this week.
Stewardship Moment: "For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love." (Galatians 5:13)  We like to celebrate the fact that
we are free to "live the good life." But Jesus calls us to a different kind of freedom. St. Paul reminds us that Jesus
sets us free so that we can serve one another, share our gifts and promote God's work here on earth to glorify His
name and not honor ourselves.

Area Events & Other News
Putt 4 a Purpose: Golf Event: Bishop John Folda invites you to the Bishop's Charity Golf Classic, benefiting
Seminarian Education and Youth programs. Mon., Aug 1, for a round of golf, dinner and prizes. Form a
team with Fr. Michael Hickin and get to know him a little on a fun and beautiful summer day (hopefully).
Fr Gunwall may be present to compete if he can gather a Langdon team.
Fr Gunwall’s contact info: 1010 3rd St, Langdon ND 58249-2415 / cell phone remains 701-540-8751
For your mental and emotional health: Use this virtual-addiction.com/smartphone-compulsion-test/    to complete
your own smartphone compulsion test. A “yes” to 5 out of the 15 questions
indicates that a person likely has a problematic relationship with their cell phone.
Women’s Retreat with St. Therese of Lisieux: Ashley Njaa will lead women
on a 3 day retreat at the Franciscan Retreat Center, 102 6th St SE, Hankinson
using the spirituality and teachings of St. Therese of Lisieux.  Ashley has a
strong connection to St. Therese. She will be joined by Fr. Jayson Miller as
spiritual director. Registration begins Fri., Aug. 5 at 6 pm and ends with lunch
at noon on Sun., Aug. 7. More info will be sent to those registered prior to their

arrival. Retreat cost is $250. Our
parish will pay 1/2 the
fee.

Question of the week
Where do I need to sow peace
this week? What will I do in
order to labor for the harvest?

This week’s celebrations: Jace Mauch,
Dan Lugert, Ricky Mauch.

Daniel & Trudi Glynn,  Marilyn
( & Jim †) Lingen.

Prayer for 4th of July
{from front} Gracious God, on this day in which Americans celebrate our independence, I offer prayers for my
country and its leaders.
First, I thank you for all the ways you have blessed us through the United States. Though our nation is far from
perfect, nevertheless, it has been the source of much goodness, both for American citizens and for the world. In
particular, I thank you today for the freedom we have to worship you and live out our faith without fear. In today's
world, this is nothing to take for granted . . . even though I do so often take it for granted.
Second, I pray for my leaders today. I pray for our President and his administration, for those who serve in the
House of Representatives and in the Senate, for members of the Supreme Court and the federal courts, for the
leaders of the U.S. Military and for all who serve in the federal government. I pray for our Governor and the
legislators and judges in my state. I pray for leaders of my city and for school board members. Grant to all of these
leaders your wisdom. Give them hearts that seek you and your truth. Guide them in your ways.
All praise be to you, King of kings, because you are the ultimate authority in this universe. You are always right,
always good, always gracious, always just. Amen.
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