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Opioid crisis

draws new

focus as

‘national

emergency’

By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
The opioid crisis may have
sneaked up on the United
States, but few would dis-
pute President Donald
Trump’s assertion that it is
now a national emergency.

T rump made the for-
mal declaration Oct.
26. But much needs to

be done before the emer-
gency becomes manageable.

An estimated 200,000
Americans have died from
opioid overdoses since the
pharmaceutical opioid oxy-
codone was introduced in
1996. The numbers continue
to climb, and the fatal over-
dose rate continues to soar.

West Virginia, at the heart
of Appalachia, has the
nation’s worst rate at 41.5
deaths per 100,000 each
year, four times the national
average.

Appalachians were derid-
ed in the early years of the
growing crisis for their

(Continued on Page 10)

“We stand 
in unity”

A man and woman
attend a candle-
light vigil after the
deadly shooting
Nov. 5 at the First
Baptist Church in
Sutherland
Springs, Texas. A
lone gunman
entered the church
during Sunday ser-
vices, taking the
lives of at least 26
people and injuring
several more. (CNS
photo/Sergio 
Flores, Reuters) 
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Author explores ‘Christian Dating in a Godless World’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WEST LAFAYETTE —
Traditional courtship has
seemingly fallen by the way-
side in today’s culture, as
“hooking up” and “sexting”
have become all too com-
mon. So it was heartening to
see more than 100 Purdue
University students pay
close attention to Father
Thomas Morrow speaking
on his book, “Christian Dat-

ing in a Godless
World,” Oct. 26 at St.
Thomas Aquinas
Church.

“After reading the
book, I really wanted
Father Morrow to
speak here,” said
Allie Barnes, an offi-
cer with Purdue
Catholic Students. “I
think that our society
and dating culture today
have gone downhill,
whether it be Christian dat-

ing or dating in gen-
eral. I think it would
be great to start peo-
ple discussing,
‘What does Christ-
ian dating look like
in today’s society?
How can we call oth-
ers to dating in holi-
ness by our actions
and by our words?’ I
hope the talk can

reach people’s hearts and we
can see a change in young
adults today.”

Father Morrow dated
until he was 33, when he
could no longer ignore his
call to the priesthood.  

“I always remember
breaking up with my great
love Judy McNamara,” he
said. “We had talked about
marriage, but were not
engaged. I told her there was
no future to our relationship
because I wanted to become
a priest. She was very disap-
pointed. That’s the way I

(Continued on Page 4)

State
champions

The volleyball team of
Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High
School won the Class
A state championship
on Nov. 4, defeating
Hauser 26-24, 25-18,
25-15 at Ball State Uni-
versity’s Worthen
Arena. The team fin-
ished with a record of
30-5 for the season. It
was the Lafayette high
school’s second state
championship in vol-
leyball; CC also won
the Class A title in
2010. (Photo provided)

Father
Morrow
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1) Wisdom 6:12-16
2) 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18
3) Gospel: Matthew 25:1-
13

Monday, Nov. 13
1) Wisdom 1:1-7
2) Gospel: Luke 17:1-6

Tuesday, Nov. 14
1) Wisdom 2:23 to 3:9
2) Gospel: Luke 17:7-10

Wednesday, Nov. 15
1) Wisdom 6:1-11
2) Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

Thursday, Nov. 16
1) Wisdom 7:22b to 8:1
2) Gospel: Luke 17:20-25

Friday, Nov. 17
1) Wisdom 13:1-9
2) Gospel: Luke 17:26-37

Saturday, Nov. 18
1) Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-
9
2) Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan Web
site at www.dol-in.org.

November 12
32nd Sunday

in Ordinary Time
Cycle A Readings:
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Thanksgiving questions

A braham Lincoln proclaimed
the civil observance of
Thanksgiving in 1863. Yes, that

was during the war. It was intended as
a harvest festival, a continuation of
practices that were 200 years old in
what became U.S. territory.

But the day also reflects a
religious significance. Since the
word Eucharist means “giving
thanks,” many parishes have
the tradition of a low-key holi-
day Mass with special prayers.
Some churches encourage
bringing some of the Thanks-
giving food for a blessing,
returning it to homes for the
festive meal.

We are thankful for many of
the same things: that members
of our family are still speaking
to one another; health; a new
child; gainful employment;
meaningful courses at school; an
armed services member who is safe,
maybe even at home with us.

Let me suggest another source of
thanks. Back when cars had metal
bumpers, we saw stickers that pro-
claimed, “Jesus is the answer.” Years
later, I was reading Swiss Reform the-
ologian Karl Barth who wrote in the
1930s: “Jesus is the question.” His sen-
timent meshes nicely with the Catholic
theology of prayer. Prayer is a
response to God’s initiative. God
always makes the first move, and
should not be imagined as a mere
respondent. St. Augustine’s quote in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church is
instructive at paragraph 2560:

“Whether we realize it or not, prayer
is the encounter of God’s thirst with
ours. God thirsts that we may thirst
for him.” And paragraph 2561, citing
several Scriptures, teaches us: “Prayer
is the response of faith to the free

promise of salvation and also a
response of love to the thirst of
the only Son of God.” So I am
thankful that Jesus is the ques-
tion that draws me to him and
to fuller living.

Having said this much, that
we don’t move God to act, it
follows that Jesus the question
is countercultural: News
reporters shape the direction of
interviews, survey questions
shape our responses to their
purposes. And we ourselves
love to control the source of
questions. Evidence for our
propensity comes in the form

of Google, Explorer, Chrome, Alexa
and Siri, which are titles for computer
search engines.

Today there are respectable reasons
why we would want to build Jesus’
teachings into issues discussions:
immigration, capital punishment,
human trafficking, reducing opioid
addiction, racism, lab production of
babies, climate change, income dispar-
ity, war threats involving North Korea
and political gerrymandering.

But to see Jesus as the question
gives a fuller, richer, more gracious
idea of our Christian faith. Why?
Because it elevates us to Jesus’ heart
and spirit, an often overlooked feature
of his presence. I know this from expe-

rience. I have turned to the Lord in
perplexity or discouragement, only to
have him communicate that I am
working on the wrong question. It is
difficult to let go of our preoccupa-
tions if we are not interested in the
Lord’s redirecting our energy, priori-
ties and vocations.

Reading Jesus’ words is something
we can do for ourselves. Listening to
his heart is something we can do —
should want to do — for others. This
was a takeaway from the Year of
Mercy, our celebration of the loving
kindness of Christ in God.

If Jesus were saying grace around
our Thanksgiving tables, and I do
hope we invite him, what sort of
prayer might he offer? Might he raise
up an issue, a question that our family
is avoiding at great cost? Would he
instruct that our family gathering will
go better if we avoid discussing reli-
gion or politics? His own recorded
meal conversations say otherwise.

We live in a time when many are
tempted to settle for traditions over
hearts. Human aspirations and suffer-
ings are not always helped by a stock
of clichés or Google-generated
answers. Let’s ask Jesus to help us to
use our talents to illuminate life and
death questions (we don’t have to look
far), and for the grace to wrestle with
them. 

Historian David McCullough said
in a speech this fall at Boston College
that it is our questions that separate us
from the cabbages. Let’s at least be
thankful for that!

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

All are invited to explore
the “New Evangelization
& Culture” in an upcom-
ing special course with the
Augustine Institute, home
of Formed.org. Faculty
include Joseph Pearce,
Gwendolen Adams, Eliza-
beth Klein and Scott
Hefelfinger. The course
will draw from the riches
of the Catholic Church’s
evangelizing efforts and
explore the Catholic
Church’s missionary call-
ing today. “THNE 503:
New Evangelization &
Culture” will be offered
June 18-22 in Denver,
Colo., and via online dis-
tance education. For more
information, visit
www.augustineinstitute.
org or contact Amanda Ull-
man, admissions counselor,
at admissions@augustine
institute.org or 303-937-
4420, ext. 163.

The second biennial Con-
ference on Human Forma-
tion has been scheduled
for April 15-18, 2018, at

Saint Meinrad Archabbey
in St. Meinrad. The confer-
ence is co-sponsored by
Saint Luke Institute and
Saint Meinrad Archabbey
and its Seminary and
School of Theology. The
conference will focus on
intercultural competences
for human formation, shar-
ing new strategies for eval-
uating, forming and accul-
turating international can-
didates, clergy and reli-
gious for ministry in the
United States. For more
information about the pro-
gram, fees and registration,
call 502-632-2471 or visit
the Web site at www.sli
connect.org/conferences/
human-formation-2018/

Father Clayton Thompson, administrator of St.
Joseph Parish in Delphi, recently visited the Wayside
Mother of the Eucharist Shrine with Schoenstatt Move-
ment Coordinator Sister Marie Day and Sister Ann
Astell, professor of theology at Notre Dame, to explore
a new trail on newly acquired Schoenstatt land. (Photo
provided)

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S



The Catholic MomentPage 4 November 12, 2017

Speaker, author explores ‘Christian Dating in a Godless World’

(Continued from Page 1)

ended my first great love —
in first grade.” 

Ordained in 1982 for the
Archdiocese of Washington,
D.C., Father Morrow has
written several books and
appeared on EWTN. He is
co-founder of the St. Cather-
ine Society for single women
seeking spiritual growth,
and the St. Lawrence Society,
the male counterpart to the
St. Catherine Society.

He has counseled many
couples who have struggled
with chastity in their rela-
tionships. 

Studies have shown that
those who have dated more
than two years have a con-
sistently high satisfaction in
marriage, Father Morrow
said. The divorce rate is
twice as high for those who
dated under two years. 

“So the first thing is, take
your time,” he said. “Throw
the biological clock out the
window and never look at it
again — that’s how people
get into bad relationships.
You must guard your heart.
And don’t let your heart go
crazy for a person for any-
where from nine to 12
months. 

“I had some girlfriends
and I was praying for a good
Catholic girl. I met one and
engaged my heart after three
months,” Father Morrow
said. “She was a good
Catholic, from a Catholic
family, she wanted children,
but it turned out the relation-
ship was not good at all. If I
had read my book before I
dated that girl, I would have
guarded my heart and not
surrendered internally to
her.”

When looking for a mate,
people should pay attention
to how a person treats his
parents, siblings, pets, wait-
ers, and other drivers. Do
they make obscene gestures
when they are cut off in traf-
fic, etc.? Beware of some-
body who gets angry a lot.

“If someone treats people
poorly while they’re dating,
it will be the same when they
get married,” he said. “Usu-
ally people don’t behave as
well after they get married
as when they are courting.
You can’t behave one way
with your family and think it
will be that different with
your spouse. Familiarity
does breed contempt.”

The book “Why Mar-
riages Succeed or Fail” was
written by psychologist John

Gottman, who spent 20
years studying lasting mar-
riages. 

He found that couples
that don’t discuss difficult
things are much worse off
than couples who discuss
things. Those who have
heated arguments can sur-
vive if they have five posi-
tive interactions for every
negative interaction. These
include holding hands, giv-
ing a little hug or touch on
the face, and nice words. 

“You can’t avoid talking
about difficult things,”
Father Morrow said. “If you
are going to discuss a hot
topic, hold hands while

doing it. You are holding
hands because the overarch-
ing principle is love. You
have to have a good friend-
ship. 

“Sex is holy, not a play-
thing, and it should never be
trivialized,” he said. “We
were created in the likeness
of God. Persons should be
loved, not merely used as
objects of enjoyment.
Unchaste activity destroys
our most precious friend-
ship, that with God, the
source of all happiness.”

Chastity is extremely
important, Father Morrow
said. 

“Chastity is not holding

your breath until you get
married. It’s a long-term
virtue that you need for your
whole life. If a man marries a
woman, he must be chaste in
a special way with every
other woman. He’s got to
have that control, that peace
of chastity. It’s a peaceful
virtue. In marriage, you
want to connect with the
whole person.”

Agape is divine love
given of self for the good of
the beloved without condi-
tions — just as God loves us. 

“We have to give in order
to love somebody — give for
the person’s good, not your
own good,” Father Morrow

said. “Emotional love, or
eros, is a desire for the good,
the beautiful and the true,
but it can be selfish. You
can’t be driven by eros.”

Affection is a beautiful
language of love that this
world has commandeered
into sex, he said. Kissing is
not a recreational activity
and should be for good-
night. 

“It doesn’t help you to get
to know another person to
sit on a couch and kiss them
for half an hour,” he said.
“While dating, there should
be mega hugs and micro
kisses.”

Ideas for chaste dates
include going on picnics,
praying together, dancing
and going to parties. 

Couples must have com-
mon interests and values on
topics such as children.

“Is this person going to
help your salvation?” Father
Morrow asked. “Ninety-
eight percent of those happi-
ly married say they agree on
spiritual values.”

Logan Gauker, a freshman
at Purdue whose home
parish is St. Maria Goretti,
Westfield, said the topic is
something he thinks about a
lot. 

“Trying to find chaste dat-
ing in this world is really
hard,” he said. “I’ve had a
good group of friends who
agree about this, but all of us
going to different colleges is
kind of hard. I want this
kind of relationship because
dating for the sake of dating
is nothing. You won’t find
your future spouse unless
you are dating someone who
feels the same way you do
about dating. It’s really hard
to find that today.”

“Father Morrow was real-
ly insightful about affection
not being a prelude to
immorality,” said freshman
Kathleen Van Antwerp. “It
wasn’t something I thought
about before, but he’s defi-
nitely right.”

Above: Father Thomas Morrow speaks at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in West
Lafayette. He is the author of the book “Christian Dating in a Godless World.”
Below: Father Morrow poses for a photo with Purdue Catholic Students leaders Allie
Barnes, Patrick Hamilton, Julia Kuhn and Amber Blevins. (Photos by Caroline Mooney)

“I think it would be

great to start people 

discussing, ‘What does

Christian dating look like

in today’s society? How

can we call others to

dating in holiness by our

actions and by our

words?’”
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Cupertino Aviation Club seeks to expand with relaunch effort
By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

NOBLESVILLE — The
Cupertino Aviation Club
hopes to take flight and faith
to new levels as it expands
its scope in a club relaunch
effort this fall.

Tom Beckenbauer, a
parishioner of Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel,
and founder and president
of the Catholic Aviation
Association, said the local
Cupertino Aviation Club
allows him to combine his
passion for flying and his
Catholic faith. 

“It’s a way that I can pass
on all that God has given me
to others,” Beckenbauer
said.

The club’s namesake, St.
Joseph of Cupertino, is the
patron saint of aviation. He
was known for frequently
levitating when praying.

“Initially, we thought pro-
viding aviation opportuni-
ties through the area
Catholic schools would be
the best model to share our
gifts and talents,” said Beck-
enbauer, who is a licensed
pilot and soon to be a
licensed glider instructor.
“The club was offered exclu-
sively through Guerin
Catholic High School for
about three years.”

However, through prayer,
Beckenbauer sensed God
had a different plan on how
to expand the club and reach
a larger audience. 

“I thought we could do a
better job evangelizing by
offering the club beyond
Catholic school members.
Being a Catholic is not even
a requirement for member-
ship, but our faith will be an
integral part of the club
while the youth learn about
aviation,” Beckenbauer said.

For the past several
months, he has spent many
hours flying and training to
become a licensed glider

pilot instructor, which he’s
expecting to accomplish
before the end of the year.

Beckenbauer learned
about flying from his father,
and joined the Navy to
become a flight officer. He
served as a Navy JROTC
program manager and naval
science instructor. After retir-
ing from the Navy, Becken-
bauer became a flight opera-
tions manager for FedEx,
which allowed him to finally
become a pilot.

Members of the Cupertino
Aviation Club will be able to
participate in a variety of
activities, which include
learning about all aspects of
aviation, building models,
and flying radio control
planes. 

Beckenbauer is in the
process of developing a basic
flight training program, uti-
lizing a Modern American
Primary Glider (MAP-G), to
provide youth with an entry
level introduction to flying.   

Beyond learning about
aviation, Beckenbauer said
there are many life lessons
he hopes to impart to youth
through the Cupertino Avia-
tion Club. 

The club offers three main
components: social, aviation
education, and personal
development. Beckenbauer
has designated the Westfield
airfield as the home base for
the group to gather and his
target age group for club
members spans junior and
senior high school students.

Rob Morris, a member of

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish and an aviation
enthusiast, has worked with
Beckenbauer for several
years to foster an interest in
aviation and a love for the
Catholic faith among young
people through the Cuperti-
no Aviation Club.

Morris, who serves as the
club’s recruiter, recently
greeted families and youth
interested in taking free
plane rides offered by the
Experimental Aviation Asso-
ciation (EAA) in Noblesville. 

The EAA members and
pilots, who have access to a
small airstrip in Noblesville
and a hangar with their own
planes, periodically offer the
opportunities. 

In addition to being pilots,
many of the EAA members
also are licensed flight
instructors. They educate
and inform their passengers,
and give them a taste of

what it’s like to ride and fly a
plane.

A free plane ride opportu-
nity for families was promot-
ed in parishes of the Carmel
Deanery this past summer as
a way to encourage exposure
for the Cupertino club’s
relaunch effort and to recruit
new members to the club,
Morris said.

“It was a really fun day
out at the Noblesville air
strip. We had perfect flying
weather. Thirty-five flew
and roughly 60 people
attended the event,” he said.

William Svec, 13, of St.
Maria Goretti Parish, West-
field, who had a chance to
fly for the first time, said, “It
was less scary than I thought
it would be. It was very
calm, peaceful and fun.” 

He said he would “defi-
nitely do it again.” 

Svec was invited to the
plane ride when his grand-

mother saw an announce-
ment in the parish bulletin. 

“William just celebrated
his 13th birthday, and I
thought going for a plane
ride would be a unique and
interesting birthday gift,”
she said. 

Under the supervision
and instruction of the pilot,
those who ride in the planes
are given the opportunity to
steer and fly the plane if they
choose.

“I am hopeful we get a big
turn-out for our new club
launch this fall,” Becken-
bauer said. “We have a lot of
exciting activities planned
for the youth.”

To learn more about the
Cupertino Aviation Club go
to www.CupertinoClubs.
org, follow on Facebook at
Cupertino-Aviation-Clubs or
Text CAC to 84576 to receive
updates on Cupertino Avia-
tion Club developments.

William Svec, 13, a parishioner of St. Maria Goretti Parish, Westfield, stands with pilot
Nick Boland after the teen’s first airplane flight.

From left, Justin and
William Svec and Susan
and Ron Morris pose for a
photo at a recent Young
Eagle Flight event in
Noblesville. The event,
which offered free plane
rides to those attending,
was promoted in parishes
of the Carmel Deanery as a
way to encourage expo-
sure for the Cupertino
club’s relaunch effort.
(Photos by Brigid Curtis
Ayer)
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Consecration to Jesus
through Mary
KOKOMO — Father
Christopher Roberts will
teach a course on consecra-
tion to Jesus through Mary
at 12:15 p.m. each Sunday
through Dec. 10 in the base-
ment of St. Patrick Church,
1204 N. Armstrong St. All
are welcome to attend.

Bazaar/Frankfort
FRANKFORT — St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 11. Crafts,
holiday gifts and vendors
will be located in the newly
remodeled Muller Hall. Raf-
fles, homemade noodles and
bake sales will be located in
Gruber Hall. Lunch will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Gruber Hall. All are
invited to attend.

Hiring event
CRAWFORDSVILLE —
Franciscan Health will host
a hiring event from 10 a.m.
to noon Saturday, Nov. 11, at
Franciscan Health Craw-
fordsville, 1710 Lafayette
Road. Those attending are
asked to enter through the
Visitor Entrance and check
in at Bonzel Hall. Interested
applicants are encouraged

to bring copies of their
resumes. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, call Human
Resources at 765-364-3114 or
e-mail hospcrecruitment@
franciscanalliance.org. Pri-
vate appointments also are
available and can be made
by calling 765-502-4395.
Visit Jobs.Franciscan
Health.org to see open posi-
tions and apply. 

Parish mission
NOBLESVILLE — Our
Lady of Grace Parish will
host a parish mission at 7
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, Mon-
day, Nov. 13, and Tuesday,
Nov. 14, in the church, 9900
E. 191st St. The mission’s
keynote speaker will be

Frank Runyeon. He was an
actor, starring in more than
1,000 TV episodes and
movies, before leaving Hol-
lywood to attend seminary.
He has had a speaking
career dating back 20 years.
All are invited to attend the
mission and rediscover the
power of the central stories
of Scripture, as well as
laugh good-naturedly at the
way the media portrays the
world. The focus on Sunday
will be “Luke: Stories on the
Road,” followed by “Signs:
The Gospel of John” on
Monday and “The Letter of
James” on Tuesday. A spe-
cial children’s performance,
“Salt and Light,” will be
offered at 2 p.m. Tuesday.
There is no cost to attend.
Refreshments will be served
each night following the
presentations.

“Catholicism: 
The Pivotal Players”
WEST LAFAYETTE — St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish
invites all to its next presen-
tation from Bishop Robert
Barron’s new film series
“Catholicism: The Pivotal
Players.” The series explores
the lives of individuals who
shaped the Church and
changed the world. The next
presentation will begin at 6
p.m. Monday, Nov. 13, in
Newman Hall (lower level
of the church). Dr. Tom
Ryba will lead the session
focusing on St. Thomas
Aquinas. A free dinner will
be provided and the
evening’s discussion will
end at 7:30 p.m. For more
information, e-mail Eileen

Strater at eileen@boiler
catholics.org.

Dinner for caregivers/
fund-raising event
LAFAYETTE — Caregivers
who are currently receiving
services from Caregiver
Companion will be honored
by the local non-profit
agency during an upcoming
fund-raising event spon-
sored by The Right Word,
Home Instead Senior Care
and Paul Davis Restoration
and Remodeling. The fund-
raiser will be held from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 16, at HuHot Mongo-
lian Grill, 100 S. Creasy
Lane, Suite 1240 in Lafayette
Pavilions. The restaurant
will donate 10 percent of all
sales during that time to
benefit those who receive
the volunteer non-medical
services of Caregiver Com-
panion. Any caregiver who
receives services from Care-
giver Companion and a
guest also will receive a free
dinner that evening in
honor of National Family
Caregiver Month, thanks to
the sponsors of the event.
All are invited to visit the
restaurant on Nov. 16 and
participate in the fund-rais-
er. For more information,
call Lauren Weldy at 765-
423-1879 or e-mail 
caregiver95@gmail.com.

Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 16, in the

Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are wel-
come, but not required, to
share their stories. Refresh-
ments will be served. Grief
support meetings also will
be held on Jan. 18 and Feb.
15. Each meeting stands
alone, so participants are
welcome to come as little or
as often as they would like. 

Right to Life 
Fund-raiser Gala
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to attend the
Tippecanoe County Right to
Life Fund-raiser Gala from 7
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 18, at The Trails, 325
Burnett Road. The evening
will include dinner, speak-
ers, music and a silent auc-
tion. Guest speakers will
include Father Timothy
Combs, OP, and Kathy
Lehe. Cost is $50 per person
or $400 for a table of eight.
For more information, call
765-491-8030 or visit the
Web site at tippecanoe
countyrighttolife.com.

Holiday bazaar/Attica
ATTICA — The Ladies
Guild of St. Francis Xavier
Parish will host its holiday
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18. The
event will feature home-
made noodles, bake sale,
homemade pumpkin rolls,
baby quilts and more. The
church is located at 407 S.
Perry St. in Attica. All are
invited to attend.

Kids’ Page on Page 16

More than 50 parishioners of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish,
Carmel, gathered for the America Needs Fatima-sponsored Centennial
Rosary Rally on Oct. 14. The rosary rally was spearheaded by Knights of
Columbus member Larry Clark, who has organized similar annual rallies

at the parish for more than a decade. Members of the Lions of God, led
by Gerry Sigler, assisted Clark in promoting and coordinating this year’s
event. (Photos provided)
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Cursillo Thanksgiving 
dinner and ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will host a Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and ultreya, a
gathering of the Cursillo
community, on Saturday
evening, Nov. 18, in the
upper level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Parish.
The dinner will begin at 6
p.m., followed by the
ultreya at 7 p.m. All Cursil-
listas, family and friends are
welcome to attend. Turkey,
ham, gravy, potatoes, dress-
ing and dinner rolls will be
provided. Those attending
are asked to bring a family-
sized covered dish or
dessert to share. For more
information, contact Jeff and
Marlene Jarboe at 765-567-
2216 or jmj357mmj@
gmail.com.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to attend a
Schoenstatt holy hour with
Father Cassian Sama, OP, at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21, at
St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, homily and Benedic-
tion.

Free Thanksgiving Day
meal
FISHERS — St. Louis de
Montfort Parish will host a
free Thanksgiving Day din-
ner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 23, in Craig
Willy Hall on the parish

campus. The menu will
include turkey, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, vegeta-
bles, rolls and desserts. The
parish is located at 11441
Hague Road. For more
information, call 317-517-
4256. All are welcome to
attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Christmas bazaar/Fowler
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
School will hold its 36th
annual Christmas bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 2. The school is
located at 607 N. Washing-
ton in Fowler. The bazaar
will feature a bake sale, cof-
fee shop, craft vendors, raf-
fles and a Kids Corner
(where children can shop).
All are welcome to 
attend.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way.
Early bird price of $15 will
be offered until Dec. 31;
after Dec. 31, the regular
retreat price will be $25.
Registration deadline will
be March 11. To register, call
765-654-5796, visit the Web

site at stmarysfrankfort.org
or e-mail stmaryfrankfort@
gmail.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Those wishing to make a

first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include April 27-
29, 2018. Couples who
already have participated in
a Marriage Encounter Week-
end are invited to join
monthly Sharing Circles.
For more information, 
e-mail kenannme@
comcast.net.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

James A. Nagel Jr., 66, died Oct. 20. He was a
member of St. Cecilia in DeMotte.

Rita Ambrose, 91, died Oct. 31. She was a mem-
ber of St. Mary in Anderson.

Juan M. Madrigal, 55, died Nov. 1. Joyce 
Tierney, 90, died Nov. 5. Both were members of All
Saints in Logansport.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

The Knights of Columbus and family members recently distributed
coats and blankets collected around the parish campus of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish in Zionsville in October. The coats and blankets were dis-

tributed at The Caring Center in Lebanon. Over the past six years, the
drive has been able to help 278 Boone County families stay warm with
more than 700 coats and 400 blankets. (Photos provided)
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From our readers

Students create unique artwork for parish building in Zionsville
By Alyssa Ilaria

ZIONSVILLE — Since the
beginning of time, God’s
children have used art to
express their emotions, tell
stories, and have an outlet
for their creativity. 

Art has many forms —
music, sculptures, paintings
and much more. God created
us and made us to reflect
him (Genesis 1:26-27), allow-
ing us to be capable of aes-
thetic creation and reflection.
We can create art to inspire
others of his beauty and
truth to the world. God gives
us the profound need to use
our artistic gifts to lead oth-
ers to him. 

Not only does art have a
powerful effect on a global
scale, but also on a commu-
nity level. 

Riley Cronin and Mira
Holifield, juniors at
Zionsville Community High
School and parishioners of
St. Alphonsus Liguori
Church, were commissioned
by Jen Matura, the parish’s
religious education coordi-
nator, to create a piece of art-
work for Weitzel Hall.

Weitzel Hall is the reli-
gious education building
where many parishioners
spend time and gather for
church activities. 

“We were looking for art-
work that would comple-
ment the vast entry area of
Weitzel Hall, as well as pro-
vide interest to children and
adults alike. Weitzel Hall is
utilized by various age

groups; we knew it had to be
a unique piece of art to fit
our needs,” Matura said. 

Art is a major part of both
Cronin’s and Holifield’s
lives, and they were inspired
by a painting Cronin’s moth-
er created during her high
school career. 

Both Holifield and Cronin
are in art classes together at
the high school and love
spending their free time
making art together. 

The process of creating
the piece for Weitzel Hall
was very detailed. 

The two artists collected
magazine and newspaper
articles, books, photographs
and advertisements and cut
out pieces to form a collage.
They included images from
St. Alphonsus’ church bul-
letin and newspapers. 

After making
the base of the
artwork, they
sketched Jesus,
with each one
taking half of
his visage. 

“My favorite
thing about this artwork is
that it can represent any-
thing you want it to,” Cronin
said. “Everyone who views
this painting is looking at the
same thing, but everyone
will see and can interpret
something differently. I think
painting Jesus in the middle
of a collage of things that
make up our parish commu-
nity is a reminder that while
we are all different, we are
all one in Christ.” 

Holifield and Cronin hope
the artwork will be an inspi-
ration for other parish youth. 

“Our hope is that this
inspires other youth mem-
bers of our parish to share
their gifts with our commu-
nity, just like we have shared
our artistic interest,”
Holifield said. 

Not only were both young
women proud of their hard
work and creativity, but
parish leaders also were
impressed with the beautiful
piece they have made for the
church.

“These young women
choose to convey an under-
standing of community, both

local and universal,” pastor
Father Dennis O’Keeffe said.
“They selected from differ-
ent media, that any single
one by itself would have lit-
tle impact, but that together
announces our mission and
purpose. If a person only
glances at the work, they
might see an eclectic mix; the
genius comes from viewing
the whole image.”

Alyssa Ilaria is a senior at
Zionsville High School and a
parishioner of St. Alphonsus
Liguori, Zionsville.

(Photos provided)

Kindergarteners at St. Paul Catholic School in Marion dressed as
saints they had researched for All Saints’ Day. (Photo provided)

Students and teachers of St. Mary School, Alexandria, celebrated All
Saints’ Day with an All Saints Parade, followed by a fall festival with the
theme “A Community of Saints.” (Photo provided)
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