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The Catholic Moment
Hundreds
enjoy 
living
Nativity in
Wheatfield, 
Page 4.

Honoring 
Our Lady

Parishes across the
Lafayette diocese 
celebrated the Dec. 12
feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe with Masses,
Las Mañanitas (songs to
honor the Blessed Moth-
er), processions, fiestas
and more. At left: An
image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe is carried in
a celebration at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish in Carmel on the
feast day. (Photo by Bob
Nichols)
More photos from local

celebrations, Page 9.

F R O M  B I S H O P  T I M O T H Y  L .  D O H E R T Y

Today is where God is with us
W e ourselves

engage with our
own imperfect

circumstances because
today is where God is
with us — Emmanuel. We
are on a good path if our
family celebrations of
Christ’s birth are connect-
ed to our uncertainty, vul-
nerability and difficulty.
Advent prepares us for
this “good news.” Christ
comes to those who need
and welcome him.

Mark Twain once said
that banks only lend to
people who can prove that
they do not need money.
We must not think that
Jesus comes only to the
blessed. Jesus himself said
that a physician does not
come to serve the healthy
(Mark 2:17).

Since 1966, every semi-
narian learns the first two
sentences of the Second
Vatican Council’s state-
ment on “The Church in
the Modern World.” “The
joys and the hopes, the
griefs and the anxieties of
the people of this age,
especially those who are
poor or in any way afflict-
ed, these too are the joys 

(Continued on Page 2)
The adoration of the shepherds is depicted in this 17th-century painting by Bartolome
Esteban Murillo. (CNS/Bridgeman Images)

E n este día tomamos
conciencia de las
imperfecciones de

nuestra condición puesto
que hoy Dios está con
nosotros (Emmanuel). Si
nuestras celebraciones
familiares del nacimiento
de Cristo están vinculadas
a nuestras incertidumbres,
vulnerabilidades y dificul-
tades, estamos en el
camino acertado. El
Adviento nos prepara para
esta «buena nueva». Cristo
acude a aquellos que los
necesitan y lo reciben. 

Mark Twain comentó en
una oportunidad que los
bancos solo prestan dinero
a quienes pueden
demostrar que no lo nece-
sitan. Así pues, no debe-
mos pensar que Jesús solo
acude a los santos; Él
mismo dijo que la función
del médico no es atender a
quien está sano (Marcos
2,17).

Desde 1966, todos los
seminaristas memorizan
las primeras dos oraciones
de la declaración del Con-
cilio Vaticano II Sobre la
Iglesia en el mundo actual:
«Los gozos y las esperan-
zas, las tristezas y 
(Continúa en la página 2)
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1) 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,
14a, 16
2) Romans 16:25-27
3) Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

Monday, Dec. 25
The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)
Mass during the day
1) Isaiah 52:7-10
2) Hebrews 1:1-6
3) Gospel: John 1:1-18

Tuesday, Dec. 26
1) Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
2) Gospel: Matthew 10:
17-22

Wednesday, Dec. 27
1) 1 John 1:1-4
2) Gospel: John 20:1a, 2-
8

Thursday, Dec. 28
1) 1 John 1:5 to 2:2
2) Gospel: Matthew 2:13-
18

Friday, Dec. 29
1) 1 John 2:3-11
2) Gospel: Luke 2:22-35

Saturday, Dec. 30
1) 1 John 2:12-17
2) Gospel: Luke 2:36-40

December 24
Fourth Sunday

of Advent
Cycle B Readings:

The Catholic Moment
USPS 403-610  ISSN 1087-2604

PUBLISHER:
Most Rev. Timothy L. Doherty

EDITOR: Jesica E. Hollinger

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Laurie Cullen

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR:
Caroline B. Mooney

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST:
Sarah L. Murphy

Address all correspondence to:
The Catholic Moment

P.O. Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
765-742-2050

e-mail: moment@dol-in.org

Shipping address for packages:
610 Lingle Ave., Lafayette, IN 47901

Published weekly except the second
and fourth weeks in July and August

and the last week in December.

Subscription price:
$27 per year; $.75 per copy
Through parish: $22 per year

Periodical postage paid at Lafayette,
IN, and at additional mailing offices.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:
The Catholic Moment

P.O. Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902

Member of Catholic Press Association

© 2017 The Catholic Moment

The 25th annual Hunger
Hike in Lafayette recently
raised more than $110,000.
Each of the three sponsor-
ing organizations — the
Haiti Ministry of St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
West Lafayette; Food Find-
ers Food Bank, Inc., and
Lafayette Urban Ministry
— received approximately
$36,700. A majority of the
funds raised came from
local churches. The top
church fund-raiser for the
event was St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish, which
raised a total of $36,932.
Top individual fund-rais-
ers included Father Patrick
Baikauskas, OP, pastor of
St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish, who raised more
than $7,550. For more
information about the
Hunger Hike, visit the Web
site at www.hungerhike.
org.

Catholic News Service
recently reported that the
Vatican plans to launch its
new multimedia commu-
nications Web site — 
vaticannews.va — before
Christmas. Msgr. Dario
Vigano, prefect of the Sec-
retariat for Communica-

tion, announced Dec. 13
that the new site would be
launched in beta form “in
the coming days.” The
multimedia center will
begin its work with 70
people working in six lan-
guages: Italian, English,
French, German, Spanish
and Portuguese. They will
focus on four areas: the
pope, the Vatican, the
Church and the world. The
Secretariat for Communi-
cation’s editorial board
will determine how vari-
ous events and issues are
presented and covered.

Corrections
Christmas Mass times at
St. Mary Parish in Frank-
fort will be 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 24, and 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. (Spanish) on
Monday, Dec. 25.

Christmas Mass times at
St. Joan of Arc Parish in
Kokomo will be 4 p.m. and
8 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 24,
and 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. on

Monday, Dec. 25.

Information on the Mass
schedules was incorrect in
the Dec. 17 edition.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Five students from St. Lawrence School in Lafayette
recently placed in the Elks Free Throw Contest at Harri-
son High School. From left are: Kolton Minnich, first
place, 8- and 9-year-old boys; Ryan Elsner, first place,
12- and 13-year-old boys; Ray Clayton, second place,
10- and 11-year-old boys; Carley Barrett, second place,
10- and 11-year-old girls, and Kylie Schuessler, first
place, 8- and 9-year-old girls. (Photo provided)

(Continued from Page 1)

and hopes, the griefs and
anxieties of the followers of
Christ. Indeed, nothing gen-
uinely human fails to raise
an echo in their hearts.”

This truth does not
impede
belief. Faith
is impossible
without
expecting
God in our
own con-
crete history.
He repeated-
ly wishes to
be among us
now. If we
think that
Christ can-
not fit into
the craziness
of our own

present moment, we deny
him a place to be born, a
place in the inn (Luke 2:7). 

This Christmas, I entrust
you to God’s blessing that is
his Son. Jesus comes to us
amid our joys and hopes,
among our griefs and anxi-
eties. He has to take us as we
are! Let us pray for one
another and our Church.

(Viene de la página 1)

las angustias de los hom-
bres de nuestro tiempo,
sobre todo de los pobres y
de cuantos sufren, son a la
vez gozos y esperanzas,
tristezas y angustias de los
discípulos de Cristo. Nada
hay verdaderamente
humano que no encuentre
eco en su corazón».

Esta verdad no con-
tradice la fe, ya que es
imposible creer sin esperar
que Dios se haga presente
en nuestra historia concreta.
Y en verdad, Dios desea
estar entre nosotros con-
stantemente. Si creemos que
Cristo no encaja en el tor-
bellino de nuestra vida
actual, le estamos negando
un lugar para que nazca, un
lugar en el albergue (Lucas
2,7). 

En esta Navidad los con-
fío a la bendición de Dios
que es Su Hijo. Jesús acude
a nosotros en medio de
nuestras alegrías y esperan-
zas, en medio del dolor y
las tribulaciones. ¡Él nos
toma tal y como somos!
Recemos por los demás y
por nuestra Iglesia.

God wishes to be among us now

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

(CNS photo/Crosiers)
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

“Cassock Classic”
NOBLESVILLE — The third
annual “Cassock Classic”
basketball game, featuring
priests and seminarians of
the Lafayette diocese, will
be held on Thursday
evening, Dec. 28, at St.
Theodore Guerin High
School. Doors will open at
5:30 p.m., with tip-off at 6:30
p.m. Cost is $5 per person
or $20 per family. Tickets
may be purchased at the
door. All proceeds will ben-
efit the Frassati Society of
Young Adult Catholics. All
are welcome to attend.

Institution to the ministries
of lector and acolyte
LAFAYETTE — Three semi-
narians of the Lafayette dio-
cese will take another step
on their journey to the
priesthood on Sunday, Dec.
31, at the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. During the 5:30
p.m. Mass, Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty will institute
Michael Block in the min-
istry of acolyte and Thomas
Kappes and Andrew Thorn-
ton in the ministry of lector.
In these ministries, they will
continue to approach the
full ministry of the priest-
hood by proclaiming God’s
sacred word and assisting in
more formal ways at the

altar. All are invited to
attend.

“Catholics Returning
Home”
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will offer its
“Catholics Returning
Home” program beginning
Thursday, Jan. 4. The pro-
gram will be held from 7:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. each Thurs-
day for five weeks. The pro-
gram is intended to offer a
way back to the Church, no
matter what the reason or
how long someone has been
away. For more information
or to register, call the parish
office at 317-485-0150.

Christian unity prayer 
service/Lafayette
LAFAYETTE — The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity is
celebrated worldwide every
year from Jan. 18-25. The
fifth annual prayer service
for Christian unity will
gather area faith leaders to
celebrate our common wit-
ness to Jesus Christ. All are
encouraged to attend this
year’s service at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at Evangel-
ical Covenant Church, 3600
S. Ninth St., Lafayette.

Refreshments will be served
after the service. For more
information, e-mail Deacon
Jim Rush at deacon.rush@
dol-in.org or call 765-586-
3922. 

Christian unity prayer 
services/Muncie
MUNCIE — Area Christian
congregations will come
together for an ecumenical
celebration in observance of
the annual Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity in Janu-
ary. Services will be held at
two locations: 12:05 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18, at the
Church of the Living God,
1120 E. Washington St., with
Pastor Dr. Kevin Woodgett
hosting, and 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 24, at St. Mary
Church, 2300 W. Jackson St.,
with Father Andrew
Dudzinski, pastor, hosting.
The People of Praise Ecu-
menical Christian Commu-
nity is sponsoring the
events. For more informa-
tion, e-mail Jim Schenkel at
jims.popmuncie@gmail.com
or call 765-289-8645. All are
welcome to attend.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration

and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way.
Early bird price of $15 will
be offered until Dec. 31;

after Dec. 31, the regular
retreat price will be $25.
Registration deadline will
be March 11. To register, call
765-654-5796, visit the Web
site at stmarysfrankfort.org
or e-mail stmaryfrankfort@
gmail.com.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Esther Burger, 89, died Dec. 6. She was a mem-
ber of St. Joseph in Elwood.

Tom Breiner, 62, died Dec. 15. He was a member
of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Kathleen Nelp, 96, died Dec. 13. Carole 
Rothermel, 84, died Dec. 16. Both were members of
St. Charles Borromeo in Peru.

James F. Aguilar, 75, died Dec. 4. He was a mem-
ber of St. Paul in Marion.

Patricia Rumreich, 78, died Dec. 8. She was a
member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Carmel.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Sister Kathryn Koressel, SP,
(formerly known as Sister Alfreda
Marie), 90, died Dec. 7 at Provi-
dence Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. A native of Evansville, she
entered the Congregation of the
Sisters of Providence in 1944 and
professed final vows in 1952.
Among her years of ministry, Sister
Kathryn served as a teacher at St.
Charles, Peru, from 1952-57. 

Read an interesting article? 
Share it with a friend!

Lending Based on Family Values ... Honesty, Sincerity, Integrity
Purchase, Refinance, Debt Consolidation Loans

Conventional, Reverse, FHA, VA, Rural Housing Home Loans

Local Catholic Company serving the Lafayette Diocese

(317) 255-0062 or (866) 690-4920
on-line 24-hours at www.grandviewlending.com

Our staff has
more than

60 years 
experience!

We’re Saving a Seat for You.
PLEASE JOIN US

ON SUNDAY!

Erica Markiewicz
Registered 

Representative

INVESTMENTS
Investment Planning Services

● IRA’s - IRA ● Stocks
lump sum rollovers ● Tax Free Bonds

● Roth IRA’s ● CD’s
● Mutual Funds ● Monthly Incomes
● U.S. Gov’t Sec. ● Annuities
● 401K’s, SIMPLE ● Long-Term Health

& SEP IRA’S Care Insurance

Mar ion Of f ice Peru Of f ice
328 S Nor ton St 16 N. Miami St .
765-664-4228 765-473-7211Members FINRA & SIPC

Publication 
schedule

The Catholic Moment
will not be published on
Dec. 31, 2017.

Regular weekly publica-
tion will resume with
the Jan. 7, 2018, edi-
tion.

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Sister Kathryn
Koressel
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Hundreds enjoy living Nativity at Wheatfield parish
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WHEATFIELD — A youth
group’s faithful re-creation
of the Nativity of the Lord
drew hundreds of people
from Wheatfield and sur-
rounding towns to Sorrow-
ful Mother Church on Dec.
10.

“What is this season all
about? Love. Why? Because
God sent his only son to us
at Christmas and this is why
we must prepare,” said
Heather Tokarz, parish
youth minister. “God calls us
to serve and love each
other.”

As the group gathered for
final preparations, she led
them in prayer for all those
in need, and reminded
everyone “to be ready dur-
ing Advent to spend more
time with God and to open
our hearts because love
awaits.”

The parish youth group
has 28 members and is led
by David Myers, Heather
Tokarz and her daughter,
Allie Tokarz. They spent
months planning the living
Nativity scene and several
weeks putting the plan into
action.

“We are hoping people
will come to our church with
their families, enjoy the
snacks and open a dialogue
about the real reason for the
season,” Myers said. “That’s
why we do this. We sent out
mailers to all churches in the
area, Catholic or not, and
recorded Scripture readings
that will play along with
Christmas music for visi-
tors.” 

The parish and rectory sit
on a city block with a curved
drive up to the church’s
vestibule. It served as a per-
fect path for the three kings
to travel (after being
warmed at a fire pit) to see
the newborn Christ.

Cars that drove up the
candle-lit path passed the
Magi on their journey, shep-
herds with their sheep and
an angel (standing on a well-
hidden ladder) who seemed
to be floating in mid-air. 

Mary and Joseph (and a
doll standing in for baby
Jesus) stood inside the win-
dowed-vestibule amidst
lighted Christmas trees.

Youth group members
range in age from sixth-
grade to high-school seniors,
and took turns braving the
near-freezing temperatures
outside.

Freshman Mary Kate
Shultz, who played Mary,
said she loved planning the
event. 

“I am excited that I can be
part of it,” she said. “It’s
great to get in the Christmas
spirit.”

Fellow ninth-grader Hay-
den Myers thought it was
cool to portray Joseph, but
“because it’s one of the most
important parts, it’s a little
nerve-wracking. We’ve been
planning how to get the ani-
mals, food and crafts, and
we got candles ready to
guide people through. I
think the coolest thing is
being a part of this and see-
ing everything come togeth-
er.”

Vi Schroder, deemed “the
parish’s grandma,” helped
with preparations and
served refreshments.

“I think it’s wonderful,
and I am happy to help
them,” she said. “They are a
marvelous bunch of kids.” 

At the end of the drive,
teens handed out cards that
invited all to Christmas
Mass, and had a candy cane
attached with the “Legend of
the Candy Cane.” 

Everyone was welcomed
to go into the parish hall,
and those who couldn’t stay
were given cookies for the
road. 

Inside, visitors could

make an ornament and enjoy
hot chocolate, coffee, cookies
and fellowship. Children
had a chance to visit with St.
Nicholas. 

People coming to the
Nativity scene also were
given paper ornaments and
asked to write down their
prayer intentions. The orna-
ments were to be hung
inside Sorrowful Mother
Church and the intentions
prayed for at all the Christ-
mas Masses.

Kim Diehl drove 35 min-
utes from North Judson to
let her 18-month-old son see
the Nativity.

“I knew he would love the
animals,” she said. “The
youth group did a mar-
velous job — and it was per-
fect for my son. We drove
through, then got out and
walked through it all. It is a
great way to spread the
word about the Christmas
season.”

(Photos courtesy Sorrowful Mother Parish)

“We are hoping people

will come to our church

with their families, enjoy

the snacks and open a

dialogue about the real

reason for the season.

That’s why we do this.”
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‘Clothe A Child’ effort a joy for children in need, volunteers
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

INDIANAPOLIS — Fifty
children were treated recent-
ly to an early Christmas
shopping spree, complete
with a special gift from Santa
Claus.

The “Clothe A Child”
event, held at the JCPenney
store at Castleton Square
Mall, was part of an effort
begun by the Castleton Ser-
toma Club more than 40
years ago. 

Mike Poynter, a member
of St. John Vianney Parish,
Fishers, has been chairman
of “Clothe A Child” for 21
years. 

“The joy that you get
watching
the kids is
amazing,”
he said. “It
builds up
their self-
esteem and
helps them
feel the joy
and love
you are
able to give

them. It provides them
something they otherwise
wouldn’t be able to
receive.”

“JCPenney partners with
us and has always been fan-
tastic,” Poynter said. “They
open the store at 7 a.m. just
for the children, their par-
ents, caseworkers and event
volunteers — about 250 peo-
ple,” Poynter said. “Staff
comes in early and the store
gives us a large discount so
the kids walk out with two
big bags of clothes and huge
smiles on their faces.

“The greatest goal here is
that we are able to work with
these kids now,” he said. “I
know someday they will be
thriving in their communi-
ties and will be in a position
to give back.”

JCPenney general manag-
er James Plyley said, “It’s
amazing to see the event get
bigger and bigger every
year. Penney’s has done a
very small part in this and
we are more than happy to
do anything we can to help
Mike and his organization.” 

“Clothe A Child” helps
children from the ages of 4 to
17 at Christmas and in the
fall with a back-to-school
event. The list of children in
need comes from the Indiana
School of the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired, Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Central Indi-
ana, Indiana School for the

Deaf, and Bethany Christian
Adoption and Foster Care
Program.

“This is not a toy event —
kids get coats, shoes and
other basic needs,” Poynter
said. “The caseworkers
know the kids and provide
me with names and sizes. I
match them with volunteers
who help the kids shop.”

He recalled a touching
moment several years ago
when “a young girl was
decked out in new shoes,
pants and everything. When

volunteers asked her to take
off the clothes to check out,
she started crying. She didn’t
believe she was going to be
able to keep the clothes.

“So, I spoke to the cashier,
who said, ‘No problem.’ We
just set the little girl up on
the counter and rang up the
items while she was wearing
them,” he said.

The event originally
served 25 children each year,
but Poynter saw a larger
need and decided to double
the number of children

receiving help. That meant
reaching out to friends and
family for monetary dona-
tions. To keep it going in the
future, he and business part-
ner Tom Ayers set up a foun-
dation: We Can Help, Inc. 

“Our goal is to raise
enough money to fund this
every year,” he said. “The
budget for each child is
approximately $205, so
every little bit helps. Our
goal is $150,000 and we are
well on our way. 

“God calls us to give of

our time, talent and treasure
so we are always looking for
people to partner with,”
Poynter said. “Once we have
‘Clothe A Child’ funded, my
goal is to look for needs and
other ways to penetrate the
community.”

“I want everyone to shop
till they drop and have lots
of fun,” said his wife, Dodi
Poynter, at the recent event.
“It’s very important that
shoppers get as close as pos-
sible to the budget — we
encourage that for the kids’
benefit. JCPenney gives us a
discount and we want the
kids to get as much clothing
as they can.”

“It is a very special
event,” said Pam Burchett,
who has volunteered for 20
years. “It’s heartwarming
when you see the kids shop-
ping and getting their gifts.”

After the children have
checked out, they get to visit
Santa Claus. He gives each
child a gift that was bought
specifically for him or her by
JCPenney staff members. 

Employee Derek Lumley
played the role of Santa
Claus.

“I learned some sign lan-
guage for the deaf children,
including, ‘Merry Christmas,
You want what? I have a gift
for you, and I’m Santa
Claus,’” he said. “Most of
the kids are afraid of me, but
it’s been a lot of fun.” 

Megan Cragen has been a
Big Sister to 16-year-old Jas-
mine Grays for five years. 

“This has been an amaz-
ing experience,” Cragen
said. “Jasmine woke up at 4
a.m. because she was so
excited. On our way here,
she said she feels fortunate
to have this opportunity and
is glad she was chosen.”

Lakesha Sanders drove 35
minutes to the store with her
daughter Harmoni Gordon,
11, and son Kierre Sanders,
15. 

“This event really reaches
families in need,” she said.
“My kids love it, and I really
enjoy it. There’s nothing like
people helping you out.”

“I think this is a fabulous
opportunity to give back to
people in need. I’m so glad
to be a part of it,” said volun-
teer Brenda Roth.

To donate, volunteer or
find more information on the
events, go to the Web site:
www.wecanhelpinc.org or
the Facebook page We Can
Help, Inc.

The “Clothe A Child” events are held twice a year, at Christmas and in the fall with a
back-to-school event. (Photos by Caroline B. Mooney and “Clothe A Child”)

Mike
Poynter
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When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after disaster strikes at home
or abroad is financial contributions to relief efforts.
Your donations can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic Charities USA provides
disaster assistance nationwide. Visit www.catholic
charitiesusa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief Services responds to
emergencies around the world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

By Catholic News Service

NEW HAVEN, Conn.
(CNS) — The Knights of
Columbus, based in New
Haven, announced it is com-
mitting $1.4 million to repair
or help rebuild churches
destroyed or badly damaged
by the hurricanes that hit
Texas, Florida and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

The Knights of Columbus
also has earmarked a signifi-
cant amount of money for
upcoming church repair
efforts in Puerto Rico. The
Knights earlier donated
$100,000 to the Archdiocese
of San Juan and provided
generators, food, water and
other necessities to aid relief
efforts.

“Getting parish facilities
up and running again does
not just meet a practical
need,” Carl Anderson, CEO
of the Knights, said in a Dec.
14 statement. “The people in
the affected areas see the
revival of their churches as a
spiritual joy and as an
important signal of recovery
for the larger communities
that surround these church-
es.”

Some days before the
Knights’ announcement,
three churches in Texas and
two synagogues in Florida
sued the Federal Emergency
Management Agency over
being denied disaster-relief

funds because current feder-
al law prohibits houses of
worship from receiving dis-
aster relief for reconstruction
from FEMA.

The Houston Chronicle
reported Dec. 7 that a U.S.
District Court judge denied a
request from the three Texas
churches that they be
allowed to apply for emer-
gency FEMA grants while
their lawsuit moves forward.

The Florida synagogues
filed suit in U.S. District
Court Dec. 4. They argued
that by denying FEMA funds
to houses of worship, the
federal government is violat-
ing the First Amendment’s

guarantee of freedom of reli-
gion and the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, a 1993
federal law which “ensures
that interests in religious
freedom are protected.”

In Texas, the Knights of
Columbus aid to Catholic
churches ranges from
$60,000 for St. James Church
in Refugio to $150,000 for
Our Lady of Victory Cathe-
dral in Victoria.

Among the Catholic
churches in Florida and the
Virgin Islands being assisted
by the fraternal organization
are St. Peter Church in Big
Pine Key, Fla., which will
receive $360,000, and Mis-

sionary Sisters of the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary in Fred-
eriksted, Virginia Islands,
who will receive $100,000.

“The Knights of Colum-
bus is committed to building
up Catholic families and
strengthening parish life,”
Anderson said. “The effort
to restore these much-need-
ed houses of worship is
appropriate for the Knights,
who are most effective with-
in the local parish structure
of prayer and service to oth-
ers.”

Knights of Columbus
Charities raised $3.8 million
for disaster relief in the
months following the disas-

ters. More than $720,000 was
used to pay for food, water
and other critical supplies in
the immediate aftermath. On
a local level, many Knights
helped rescue those strand-
ed by rising waters and
reached out to their neigh-
bors in a variety of ways.

In 2005, after Hurricane
Katrina devastated New
Orleans and the southern
Louisiana region, the
Knights of Columbus con-
tributed $6.7 million to vari-
ous dioceses to help rebuild
the Catholic infrastructure in
the area, aiding in the repair
of schools, churches and
other buildings.

In Washington, efforts
were under way in the
House of Representatives to
allow houses of worship to
receive federal disaster assis-
tance as part of the Disaster
Recovery Reform Act, H.R.
4460, which was approved
by the House Committee on
Transportation and Infra-
structure Nov. 30.

No vote in the full House
has been scheduled. The
overall aim of the measure is
“to improve the provision of
disaster and mitigation
assistance to eligible individ-
uals and households and to
eligible state, local, Tribal,
and territorial governments
and certain private nonprofit
organizations.”

U.S. news

Knights give aid to churches rebuilding after hurricanes
Franciscan
Father John
Tran
Nguyen,
pastor of St.
Peter
Church in
Rockport,
Texas,
stands
inside his
destroyed
church
Sept. 8 in
the after-
math of
Hurricane
Harvey.
(CNS
photo/Bob
Roller) 

Indiana March for Life planned for Jan. 22

INDIANAPOLIS — All
are invited to join in the first
annual Indiana March for
Life on Monday, Jan. 22, in
Indianapolis.

The schedule of events
includes:

• 12:10 p.m. — Mass at St.
John the Evangelist Church,
126 W. Georgia St., with
Archbishop Charles C.
Thompson of the Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis and
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
of the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana

• 1:30 p.m. — March from
the Indiana Convention Cen-
ter to the Statehouse

• 2:30 p.m. — Rally at the
Statehouse steps

• 4 p.m. — Memorial for
the Unborn Rose Service at
the Statehouse, with keynote
speaker Abby Johnson, a
nationally known pro-life
advocate

• 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. —
Youth rally and holy hour at
St. John the Evangelist
Church, featuring Johnson

A former Planned Parent-
hood worker, Johnson is the
author of the book
“Unplanned” and founder
of And Then There Were
None, a ministry that reach-
es out and helps abortion

workers leave the abortion
business.

The Indiana March for
Life is sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana and Right to Life of
Indianapolis.

The date for the march,
Jan. 22, is the anniversary of
the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Roe v. Wade decision.

All of the events are free;
participants are welcome to
attend any or all of the activ-
ities.

For more information,
visit the Web site at
www.rtlindy.org/
upcoming-events/Indiana-
march-for-life or contact
Susan Hoefer, Respect Life
coordinator for the
Lafayette diocese, at 765-
421-1998 or shoefer@dol-
in.org.

Abby Johnson
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Let’s join in celebrating all the Christmas season
Guest column: Food, faith and family

By Susan Hoefer

I love Christmas. Well, in
all honesty, I love all hol-
idays — and feast days.

Really, I’ll find just about any
reason to celebrate. There are
so many traditions sur-
rounding Christmas that it
always seems so challenging
to enjoy them all, which is
why, as Catholics, we are
especially blessed to tradi-
tionally celebrate Christmas
not just for one day, but for
12 — 12 days of celebrations,
12 days of feasting, 12 days
of fun.  

This is why it saddens me
when a tree is taken down or
the lights are dimmed so
soon after Christmas. Our
Savior is born! God has
become man! There is so
much celebrating that is left
to enjoy!

For example, Dec. 26 is the
feast of St. Stephen. 

If you recall, St. Stephen
was the first martyr. We read
about his death in the Acts of
the Apostles, as Saul —
before he becomes St. Paul
— held the cloaks of those
who were stoning Stephen to
death.  

Stephen was a deacon in
the Church, and one of his
primary ministries was to
care for the poor. So why not
celebrate the feast of St.
Stephen by taking some time
and helping the poor?
Whether you make a dona-
tion to a local charity, work
at a soup kitchen, visit a
lonely neighbor or sing
Christmas carols in a nurs-
ing home, helping the poor
in your area is a great way to
imitate the virtue of St.
Stephen.

This year, the Church cele-
brates the feast of the Holy
Family on Sunday, Dec. 31.  

There are a lot of things
that pull families in different
directions these days: work,
athletics, technology, school.
This is why it is so important
that families are intentional
about spending time togeth-
er. The feast of the Holy
Family is a great day to do
that.  

Hop in the car and go see
Christmas lights in your
community, singing carols as
you drive. Spend an evening
playing board games togeth-
er.  Make Christmas cookies.
Whatever it is, do it together,
as a family. 

Then, on Jan. 7, the
Church will celebrate the

solemnity of the Epiphany.  
There are many great tra-

ditions surrounding this
feast. One of them is to bless
your home. Perhaps you’ve
seen doors this year with
20+C+M+B+17 written
above in chalk. This blessing
not only reminds us of the
magi Caspar, Melchior and
Balthazar, but it also stands
for the Latin phrase, “Chris-
tus mansionem benedicat,”
which means “May Christ
bless the house.” 

More about blessing your
home, including prayers, can
be found at https://one
peterfive.com/the-chalking-
of-the-doors-an-epiphany-
tradition-explained/

Another tradition sur-
rounding the feast of the
Epiphany is sharing a Kings
Cake.  

Different countries enjoy
different variations of this
cake or pastry, but the idea is
always the same. Within a
Kings Cake is a bean, nut or
coin. As the cake is cut and
eaten, the person who finds
the small object in his or her
piece of cake is king or
queen for the day. (In France,
the tradition even includes
cutting the cake so as to have
one extra piece to offer an
unexpected guest or the
poor.)

Finally, the Christmas sea-

son ends with the feast of the
Baptism of Jesus. For those
who are godparents, consid-
er visiting your godchild or
having Mass said for them.
Parenting is tough, and chil-
dren need our love, care and
attention to help them grow
in the faith. Taking the time
to care for your godchild is a
wonderful way to honor our
Lord’s baptism.  

With so much to celebrate,
it’s no wonder the Church
calls us to celebrate Christ-
mas long after Dec. 25. So
keep those Christmas trees
up! Let those lights shine!
Let’s really rejoice this
Christmas.

This article’s recipe is for
Galette de Rois. This is a tra-
ditional recipe for Kings
Cake from France. While
other Kings Cakes are more
like a sweet bread, this
galette is made with puff
pastry and filled with an
almond filling. 

Galette de Rois 
(Kings Cake)

Prep time: 30 minutes (plus
refrigeration)

Cook time: 35 minutes
Serves: 12

Crust ingredients:
1 ½ c. flour
¼ t. salt

½ t. baking powder
1 c. cold butter
½ c. sour cream

Filling ingredients:
2/3 c. almond paste
6 T. butter (European or

Kerry Gold butter is the best)
½ c. sugar
½ t. salt
2 large egg yolks
1 t. vanilla extract
1/3 c. flour
½ c. almond flour or very

finely ground whole
almonds

Glaze ingredients:
1 large egg yolk
1 teaspoon cold water

Crust instructions:
Gently spoon flour into a

measuring cup so as not to
make the crust too dense.
Whisk flour, salt and baking
powder together. Cut the
butter into pats, and work it
into the flour mixture until it
is unevenly crumbly. Bits of
butter should remain.  

Stir in the sour cream.
The dough should come
together, but if necessary,
you can turn and lightly
knead the dough on a
floured surface. Do not over-
knead.

Pat the dough into a
rough square. Roll it into a
rough 8” x 10” rectangle.
Make sure the underside is
sufficiently dusted with
flour that you can move it
around easily.

Starting with one of the
shorter (8”) ends, fold the
dough in thirds like a busi-
ness letter. Flip it over (so the
open flap is on the
bottom), and turn it
90 degrees. Roll the
dough into an 8” x
10” rectangle again.
Fold it in thirds
again.

Wrap the dough
in plastic, and place
it in the refrigerator
to chill for at least 30
minutes.

When the dough
is chilled, preheat
oven to 400 degrees.
Lightly grease a
baking sheet, or line
it with parchment.

Divide the pastry
in half. Roll one half
into a 10” square.
Using a 10”-round
template (e.g., a din-
ner plate), cut a 10”
circle. Set the circle
onto the prepared

baking sheet.

Filling instructions:
Beat the almond paste,

butter, sugar and salt until
thoroughly combined. Add
the egg yolks and vanilla,
and beat until well incorpo-
rated. Mix in the flours. Roll
the other piece of pastry into
an 11” square. Cut an 11” cir-
cle.

Glaze instructions:
Mix the egg yolk and

water together. 

Assembly:
Spread the filling over the

smaller circle, leaving a 1”
rim around the edge of the
pastry. Brush some glaze
over the uncovered edge of
the pastry. Center the larger
round of dough over the
filled bottom crust, and
smooth it over the filling.
Using a fork, press and
crimp the edge of the galette
to seal. Decorate the galette
by using the back of a knife
to trace a pattern on the sur-
face; you’ll just barely cut
into the surface without cut-
ting all the way through.
Poke a vent hole in the cen-
ter, and four additional small
slits at other random spots,
hiding the slits in the pattern
you’ve drawn. 

Bake 30 to 35 minutes, or
until it’s golden. Let it cool
slightly on the baking sheet.

Can be served warm or at
room temperature.

Susan Hoefer is Respect Life
and NFP coordinator for the
Lafayette diocese.

In 2018, the solemnity of the
Epiphany will be celebrated on Jan.
7. (CNS file photo by Nancy Wiechec)
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Our Lady of Guadalupe

Singers and musicians lead the faithful during Las Mañanitas, songs to
honor the Blessed Mother, at St. Mary Parish in Frankfort on Dec. 10.

Other celebrations at the parish on Dec. 9-10 included recitation of the
rosary, dancing, crowning of Our Lady’s image, Mass and a fiesta.

At St. Mary Parish in Anderson, flowers are placed before an image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe during Las Mañanitas on the evening of Dec. 11.

Celebrations at St. Ambrose and St. Mary parishes in Anderson also
included a novena, Mass, an apparitions play and banquet.

Claudia Diaz holds her son David
Rojas, who is dressed as St. Juan
Diego, during Las Mañanitas at St.
Mary Parish in Anderson.

An apparitions play — re-enacting the appearances of Our Lady of
Guadalupe to St. Juan Diego — is part of the celebration at Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel Parish in Carmel on Dec. 12.

Photos by Bob Nichols

A statue of Our Lady is carried 
during a feast day celebration at 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in
Carmel. 
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Kids’ Page

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

St. Mary School in Alexandria won the Music Award in the recent Alexandria
Christmas Parade. (Photos provided)
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