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Pull up a
chair for
the Family
Dinner
Project,
Page 14.

Crafting,
telling 
our stories
of grace
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

TIPTON — Just as Jesus
taught his disciples through
his preaching, Christians
practice the art of story-
telling to bring others to
faith. 

“Learning how to craft
and tell stories of grace is a
rehabilita-
tive prac-
tice that
trains our
eyes to see
the pres-
ence of
God. Not
as we
expect it,
but as God
is. Grace is 
the gift of a way of seeing
that comes to us from God,”
Lenny DeLorenzo said. 

A theology professor and
director of Notre Dame
Vision at the University of
Notre Dame, DeLorenzo
spoke about crafting wit-
ness stories to approximate-
ly 50 young adult and youth
ministers attending the 2017

(Continued on Page 2)

Lafayette diocese welcomes four new priests

Story and more photos from the June 3 celebration, Pages 6-9.
Meet our new priests, Pages 10-12.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty ordained four men to the priesthood on June 3 at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception in Lafayette. Hundreds of priests, seminarians, religious, family, friends and well-wishers
filled the cathedral for the celebration. Above from left are Father Michael J. Bower, Father Coady P. Owens,
Bishop Doherty, Father John L. Nguyen and Father Cole G. Daily. (Photo by Bob Nichols)

Lenny
DeLorenzo

Celebrating the Class of 2017: Central Catholic Junior-Senior High School in Lafayette and St. Theodore
Guerin High School in Noblesville celebrated their commencements on June 2 and June 4. Share in their stories
and celebrations on Pages 4-5. (Photos by Jesica E. Hollinger and Bob Nichols)
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1) Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9
2) 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
3) Gospel: John 3:16-18

Monday, June 12
1) 2 Corinthians 1:1-7
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:1-
12

Tuesday, June 13
1) 2 Corinthians 1:18-22
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:13-
16

Wednesday, June 14
1) 2 Corinthians 3:4-11
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:17-
19

Thursday, June 15
1) 2 Corinthians 3:15 to
4:1, 3-6
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:20-
26

Friday, June 16
1) 2 Corinthians 4:7-15
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:27-
32

Saturday, June 17
1) 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:33-
37

June 11
The Most

Holy Trinity
Cycle A Readings:
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will help with the purchase
of two new computers, a
mobile work bench, a
printer and archival sup-
plies. “The Indiana Histori-
cal Society wants to sup-

The Sisters of Providence
Archives Department at
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
recently received a Her-
itage Support Grant from
the Indiana Historical
Society which will allow
the department to make
much needed improve-
ments. Heritage Support
Grants are provided by
the Indiana Historical
Society and made possi-
ble by Lilly Endowment
Inc. The grant — estimat-
ed at more than $4,000 —

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

port organizations that
have been working on
their heritage for a long
time, and we’ve been
working on ours since
1840,” said Sister Marianne
Mader, who ministers as
the department coordina-
tor. Part of the grant
money will be used to dig-
itize many of the materials
the department has to
offer. Beginning in August,
the archives staff plans to
work with the Wabash Val-
ley Visions and Voices Pro-

gram to digitize the letters
of St. Theodore Guerin and
other fragile manuscripts.
“We have digitized Mother
Theodore’s original jour-
nals and other interesting
items, such as material
about the Civil War and
pictures of early artifacts,
but less than 10 percent of
our collection has been
digitized,” said Sister Janet
Gilligan, archives assistant.
“This grant will certainly
help.”

‘Your story is a gift to be given away’
(Continued from Page 1)

Summit for Youth and
Young Adult Ministers, held
recently at the St. Joseph
Retreat & Conference Center. 

The day was organized by
Paul Sifuentes, associate
director for youth and young
adult formation in the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis. 

“I am happy and excited
to have Lenny talk about
witness and that role in our
ministry and our own lives,”
Sifuentes said. “I think it is
something that is very
important. We often talk
about the need for better
evangelization. Often, that is
outside our walls, but I think
there is a need in our min-
istries to do a better job of
witnessing within our walls.
It’s really important to work
on helping each other see
grace in our lives and to
share our stories about how
God has been working in our
lives.”

“To understand grace, we
need to find where it origi-
nates. It’s the gift of being
seen in God’s mercy,”
DeLorenzo said. “It is impor-
tant to help our children
reflect on their daily lives
well, to speak to each other
and to us about things that
matter, especially when
things that are important
seem mundane and are pret-
ty easy to just pass by.

“Grace is what we learn to
see and what heals our
vision. It is almost never
what we expect it to be,” he
said. “God is unrelentingly
particular.”

The current digital age of
technology has desensitized
people to grace, DeLorenzo
said. “Our eyes are trained
to see in a digital context,
and we find it difficult to
avoid talking about social
media.”

For instance, with 1.8 bil-

lion monthly users, if Face-
book were a country, it
would be the largest country
in the world. The average
user is on Facebook 50 min-
utes each day. 

Recent studies show that
the average attention span of
a goldfish is nine seconds.
Amazingly, the attention
span of human beings has
dropped to eight seconds.
When people receive a new
e-mail, the average time to
check it is six seconds.  

“We live in an ecosystem
of interrupting technolo-
gies,” DeLorenzo said.
“Things grab our attention
and we are losing the ability
to focus and stay with some-
thing. Our eyes are trained
to scan; look quickly and
take in information quickly.
We get anxious if we aren’t
plugged in and constantly
doing something.

“Intrusions of grace are
announcements of what’s
real. If our eyes are constant-
ly scanning, we can’t really
see,” he said. “Storytelling is
the medicine for scanning.”

Lorenzo offered guiding
principles to relate moments
of grace.

Tell it as a story — not
crafting a lecture. Allow
someone else to see what
you have seen in the way
you have seen it. Give good
prompts, suggesting how
you might recognize grace
— a time when you have had
an experience of being
known and cherished, loved.

Begin with what hap-
pened; express it in style;
modify it for your audience;
ensure there is sufficient clo-
sure; embrace natural emo-
tions, and pray and practice. 

“I enjoyed taking a day
away from the normal rou-
tine to do some personal
faith formation that not only
benefited my walk with
Christ, but also will help me
share that walk with the
teens we minister to,” said
Sue Bayley, youth minister at
the Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception,
Lafayette. “Lenny’s points
regarding our stories reaf-
firmed the day of personal

formation in that your story
is a gift to be given away. It
was a day to think about my
story.  

“In particular, I was
struck by many of his points
surrounding how to help
someone craft a good story,”
she said. “My husband and I
are the adult leaders for the
Greater Lafayette Antioch
Retreat, where kids sharing
their stories is a major com-
ponent. We both came away
from the summit with ideas
of how to help the kids craft
their stories in order to
enhance the encounter with
Christ the retreat weekend
provides. We are excited to
implement many of Lenny’s
points. 

“Having the summit at
the St. Joseph Retreat Center
and having the opportunity
to see the potential this place
offers our diocese was an
added bonus,” Bayley said.
“I cannot wait to see all the
ways our parishes utilize
this facility to do God’s
work.”

Lenny DeLorenzo speaks to youth and young adult ministers from across the Lafayette
diocese at their recent gathering at St. Joseph Retreat & Conference Center in Tipton.
(Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)
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Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Lending Based on Family Values ... Honesty, Sincerity, Integrity
Purchase, Refinance, Debt Consolidation Loans

Conventional, Reverse, FHA, VA, Rural Housing Home Loans

Local Catholic Company serving the Lafayette Diocese

(317) 255-0062 or (866) 690-4920
on-line 24-hours at www.grandviewlending.com

Our staff has
more than

60 years 
experience!
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Would you like your ad to be seen 
in more than 29,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 742-2050 for more information 
or visit our Web site at www.thecatholicmoment.org.

HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Order of Secular 
Franciscans carry-in
LAFAYETTE — The Order
of Secular Franciscans in
Lafayette will have a meet-
ing and carry-in dinner at
2:15 p.m. Sunday, June 11, in
the St. Michael Center at St.
Boniface Parish. All are wel-
come to attend.

Ordination anniversary 
celebration
WINCHESTER — An out-
door Mass and picnic din-
ner are being planned for
Friday evening, June 16, to
celebrate the 10th ordination
anniversary of Father
Christopher Roberts, pastor
of St. Mary Parish in Union
City and St. Joseph Parish in
Winchester. All are welcome
to attend, especially parish-
ioners, past parishioners,
students and friends. The
outdoor Mass will be cele-
brated at 6 p.m. at the Farm-
land Conservation Club,
1464 N. 500 W., Winchester,
followed by the picnic din-
ner. In lieu of personal gifts,
donations to the St. Joseph
and St. Mary Rectory Reno-
vation Fund are welcomed.
RSVPs are requested to
Sheryl Thurston at 765-967-
0759 or sthurstonrn@
frontier.com or Jeremy

Edger at jeremy.edger@
remingtonseeds.com. 

New program at 
The O’Connor House
CARMEL — Women who
feel called to serve as men-
tors in the new “Training,
Education Academy and
Mentoring” program at The
O’Connor House are invit-
ed to attend an information
session at 7 p.m. Monday,
June 19, at the house. The
O’Connor House provides
housing, clothing, trans-
portation, life skills classes,
counseling and other
resources to help single,
pregnant, homeless women
and their children. Those
interested in attending the
June 19 information pro-
gram are asked to call Vicki
Yamasaki at 317-313-0255 or
e-mail vicki@theoconnor
house.org. 

Vacation Bible School
ATTICA — St. Francis
Xavier Parish invites all
children from 4 years old to
sixth grade to attend its
Vacation Bible School from 9
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. on June
19-23. There will be games,
songs, snacks, Bible lessons
and stories. Two Dominican
Sisters of St. Cecilia from
Nashville, Tenn., will assist.
The church is located at 407
S. Perry St. in Attica. For
more information, contact
Eileen Hays at tehays@
comcast.net, visit
www.stfrancisattica.org or
https://www.facebook.com
/stfrancisxavierattica/, or
call 765-762-3330.

Presentation by 
Kelly Schaefer
FISHERS — All are invited
to attend a presentation by
author and speaker Kelly
Schaefer at 7 p.m. Thursday,
June 22, at St. John Vianney
Church, 15176 Blessed
Mother Blvd. Schaefer will
share her story of faith and
perseverance, which was
the basis for her book “Frac-
tured Not Broken.” There is
no registration or cost to
attend; all ages are wel-
come. For more information,
contact Dodi Poynter at 317-
833-2823 or dodi_poynter@
comcast.net.

Cemetery cleanup 
and revitalization day
LAFAYETTE — The first
cleanup and revitalization
day for St. Joseph Cemetery
has been rescheduled to
begin at 8 a.m. Saturday,
June 24. (Rain date will be
Sunday, June 25.) The effort
was postponed from a
scheduled date in May
because of bad weather. The
cemetery is located on
Greenbush Street, between
16th and 17th streets. All are
welcome to participate.

Retirement reception
MUNCIE — All are invited
to attend a retirement recep-
tion for Father John Kiefer
on Sunday, June 25, at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish.
Mass will be celebrated at
11:15 a.m. in the church, fol-
lowed by the reception in
the parish hall. Those
attending are encouraged to
bring cards sharing their
memories of Father Kiefer to

gather and share with him.

Cursillo family picnic
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor a family
picnic from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, June 25, at the
home of Chuck and Barbara
Bunnell, 7941 Peshewa Dr.,
Lafayette. Meat, buns, iced
tea, lemonade, condiments
and table service will be
provided. Those attending
are asked to bring their
lawn chairs and a family-
size side dish or dessert to
share. All Cursillistas and
friends are invited to attend.
For more information, con-
tact Jeff and Marlene Jarboe
at 765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

2017 Summer Silo Series
KOKOMO — Healthy
Homestead at R.C. Ripberg-
er Farm will open its 2017
Summer Silo Series on Sat-
urday, June 24. Alanna
Boudreau, a writer, speaker,
lyricist, pianist and guitar
player, will be the featured
artist of the evening, with
an opening performance by
singer/songwriter Kyrsten
Van Wieren. The show will
begin at 7:30 p.m. at the
farm, located at 5199 E. 50
N., Kokomo. Admission is
$9 for adults, $6 for students
and free for children ages 5
and younger. More informa-
tion can be found at the
Healthy Homestead Face-
book page. The Summer
Silo Series began in 2016 as
an outdoor, three-night con-
cert series featuring regional
and local musicians. The

stage is the base of an old
silo; guests are invited to
bring their own lawn chairs.
Food and beverages will be
available for purchase.

“Dying with Dignity and
Building a Culture of Life”
KOKOMO — All are invited
to attend a presentation on
“Dying with Dignity and
Building a Culture of Life” at
7 p.m. Monday, June 26, at
St. Joan of Arc Parish. The
evening will include a closer
look at the facts and false-
hoods about physician-
assisted suicide and what
can be done proactively to
promote a culture of life. The
evening will be led by regis-
tered nurse Kathy Kindt and
Susan Hoefer, diocesan
Respect Life coordinator.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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The Class of 2017

‘You will never be on this journey alone ...’
By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Unstop-
pable. That is the adjective
Neil Wagner, principal of
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School, uses to
describe the Class of 2017.

Marking the school’s his-
toric 60th anniversary, diplo-
mas were conferred to 64
students during commence-
ment exercises June 2 in the
Rev. Leo P. McHale Gymna-
sium. 

While the students were
adjusting their caps and
gowns prior to the ceremo-
ny, Wagner said he is excited
for their bright futures, but
also a bit sad, since this class
has truly felt like family for
staff and faculty.

“This class has been out-
standing from the moment
they got here — they help
each other, they support
each other, and they have
fun together,” Wagner said. 

“The character of this par-
ticular class certainly
embodies what CC is all
about,” he added. 

In his opening remarks,
Wagner told the students to
remember that they will
never be alone in their new
journey, reminding them
that God is always near and
he is a very real presence in
their lives. 

“You will never be on this
journey alone, no matter
where it takes you,” Wagner
said. “I ask you to remember
the words of Joshua 1:9 and
... ‘be strong and steadfast!
Do not fear nor be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.’”

In his invocation, Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty encour-
aged the students to savor
their special moment, drink-
ing it all in by being fully
alive and present during the
ceremony. 

Emma Gerrety, the 2017
class valedictorian,
addressed the audience,
directing remarks to her
classmates as she encour-
aged them to keep both their
character and their faith at
the center of all their new
endeavors. 

“I’ll miss being around
people who know every-
thing about me, but I’ll take
comfort, and I hope every-
one else does, knowing that
we are still united in what
brought us here — our
faith,” Gerrety said.  

She told her classmates
that as they are preparing to
enter the real world, they
must rely on the character
and values they developed
during their years of
Catholic education, which
will always help them do the
right thing.

“There was a poster I
remember from my grade-
school days of a group of
meerkats with the phrase,
‘Character is doing what is
right when no one is look-
ing,’” Gerrety said. 

“Now, we are entering
the time
when we
must exhib-
it our own
individual
characters
in our new
environ-
ments and
situations.
In doing so,
I challenge 

you to take on the world as
heroes — just don’t forget
your CC family back home,”
she added. 

Keynote speaker Mark E.
Brown, a former football
coach and teacher at CC,
challenged members of the

Class of 2017 to keep a sharp
focus as they continue to
move forward, during this
new chapter of their lives. 

“Have a vision for your
future and set goals for your-
self to get there,” Brown
said. 

“Make a plan and start
taking the steps, striving to
be your best along the way,”
he added.

Brown assured the stu-
dents that they will have
people along the way to help
them, and not be afraid to
ask for help.

“Look around you ... you
have been blessed to be part
of a great community,”
Brown told the students.
“My advice to you is to make
an impact in a positive way,
just as Jesus would want you
to do.

“You also must remember
that things aren’t going to
just happen for you. You
must push through and be
perseverant, knowing along
the way that you will face
obstacles. There will be times
when you ask yourself ‘O
Lord, what do I do now?’

“Don’t be afraid to know
what you don’t know and to
ask for help when you need
it, always pursuing your
passion with deliberate pur-
pose,” he encouraged.

During the ceremony, the
Distinguished Knights to
Remember inductees also
were recognized, including
Jack “Tapper” R. Bogan
(Class of 1965), Thomas L.
Ferriter (Class of 1973),
Christine S. Harless Ferriter
(Class of 1974) and Deacon
James B. Rush (Class of
1976).

“This class has been outstanding from the moment they got here,” Principal Neil Wagn-
er said. “They help each other, they support each other, and they have fun together.”
(Photos by Jesica E. Hollinger)

Emma
Gerrety
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The Class of 2017

‘Ahead of us stands our potential and possibility’
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

NOBLESVILLE — Mem-
bers of St. Theodore Guerin
High School’s Class of 2017
— the largest graduating
class yet with 200 students
— said farewell to the school
with an emphasis on taking
their strong foundation of
faith with them into the
world.  

The graduating seniors
shared memories and inside
jokes, said uplifting
farewells, emphasized living
a life of gratitude, and cele-
brated the ongoing inspira-
tion they receive from the
school’s value statement:
Lead with humility; serve
with love; trust in provi-
dence.

“No matter how your
journey began, God pulled
you here,” Principal James
McNeany said near the start
of the June 4 commencement
in the school gym. “You will
always share that lifelong
common bond with these
brothers and sisters sitting
here with you today.”

Family and friends wit-
nessed the seniors, clad in
the school’s colors of purple
and gold, proceed into the
gymnasium to learn and
pray together one last time
as Guerin Catholic Golden
Eagles.

School chaplain Father
Thomas Haan used his
opening prayer as a tool to
draw parallels between the
life and mission of St.
Theodore Guerin and the
futures of the students
before him.  

He prayed that they will
have the same love for Jesus
and the Eucharist that she
had as they, too, have faith to
follow God’s plan for their
lives.

Salutatorian Amanda
Gjerde, who will study at
Purdue University, focused
on the support of parents
financially, spiritually and
physically. She also shared
her gratitude for the efforts
of the faculty and staff at
Guerin Catholic, reminding
her classmates that “we all
have the opportunity to use
what we’ve learned to make
the world a better place.”

These sentiments were
echoed in salutatorian Ben-
jamin Catton’s speech, as he
gave a short list of the many
ways students are grateful
and paraphrased John F.

Kennedy by addressing
them: “Class of 2017, as we
go out into the world,
remember to not only utter
words of gratitude, but also
express your gratitude by
the way you live.” Catton
also will be attending Pur-
due University.

The four valedictorians
worked together to present a
multifaceted speech which
focused again on gratitude,
faith, providence, and lead-
ership on the global level.  

Brian Grisham, who will
study at DePaul University,
was the first valedictorian to
speak, sharing with the
crowd that he was also voted
the 2017 “Class Clown.” His
humor ran the gamut of
inside jokes to roasting his
classmates, some of the fac-
ulty, and the school itself.  

The self-proclaimed
“clownedictorian” also
touched on miracles and
faith, and said, “Our four
years together have been
nothing short of memorable
and through these things I
have learned things our
teachers are never able to
teach,” like the importance
of friendship, safety and a
father’s love.

Valedictorian Emily
McCorkle, who will attend
the University of Dayton in
Ohio, spoke of fitting in and
truly appreciating the “fami-
ly of upperclassmen to look
after me.”  

She said that Guerin
Catholic has a strong sense
of community and its stu-
dents are fortunate to have
attended a school that
helped them grow “not only
academically, but also spiri-
tually as we allowed our-
selves to be transformed
wholly as a person.”

The school’s value state-
ment to lead with humility,
serve with love and trust in
providence was repeatedly
invoked by each student
speaker, but valedictorian
Alessia Bernocco asked her

classmates to focus on those
words as they look back over
their careers at Guerin
Catholic.

“Each person will notice a
transformation in them-
selves and how he or she
approaches life” now that
their goals are set further
into the future, she said.
Bernocco will be attending
the University of Notre
Dame.

Finally, valedictorian
Joseph “J.T.” Lazzara, who
also will study at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, wanted
to focus on the future and
how it is a grand journey
through which they can live
out the school’s value state-
ment.  

“Ahead of us stands life,
my classmates; ahead of us
stands our massive potential
and possibility. Ahead of us
stands the memories we
have yet to make and
dreams we are to realize,” he
proclaimed, ending with a
robust, “Class of 2017, ahead
of us stands life; let’s live it.”

Physics teacher Hugh
Ross was chosen by the class
to give the commencement
address. He has taught sci-
ence for 23 years, the last 11
at Guerin Catholic. Last year,
Ross was the recipient of the
national honor, the Presiden-
tial Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science

Teaching.
Ross presented a science

lecture that drew the atten-
tion of his students, with
touches of science, history,
faith and social awareness,
as well as personal anec-
dotes that engaged his
whole audience.  

He spoke of the rhythm of
regularly attending Mass
while in college, allowing
“the Holy Spirit to resonate
in my heart, and I began to
completely trust in God, giv-
ing my vocation to him.” 

Ross beseeched
the students to
“tenaciously seek
God in prayer and
sacraments, espe-
cially reconcilia-
tion and the
Eucharist.”

Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty also
addressed the stu-
dents, saying that
he wanted them to
always remember
that being a part of
Guerin Catholic in
any capacity is an
“exercise in a free-
dom to partici-
pate,” clarifying
that freedom is not
the absence of
tumult, but
“comes from hav-
ing a conscience
when we know we

are doing the right thing.”  
He asked that students

“take a chance, make a con-
tribution,” to always act on
the freedoms “to participate
in our Church, in our educa-
tion, in our country.”

“The world needs the
kind of peace that comes
from the commitments and
activities that you have
already demonstrated,”
Bishop Doherty said.  “My
prayer for you is that they
simply continue.”

Valedictorians, from left, Joseph “J.T.” Lazzara, Alessia Bernocco, Emily McCorkle and
Brian Grisham were among the speakers at the June 4 commencement at St. Theodore
Guerin High School in Noblesville. (Photos by Bob Nichols)
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Ordination 2017

Lafayette diocese welcomes four new priests
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — The
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception was
filled to capacity as approxi-
mately 900 priests, seminari-
ans, religious, family, friends
and well-wishers witnessed
the ordinations of Father
Michael J. Bower, Father
Cole G. Daily, Father John L.
Nguyen and Father Coady P.
Owens to the priesthood on
June 3.

As the cathedral pews and
choir loft seats filled, more
than 200 faithful were sent to
overflow seating in Bishops
Memorial Hall, where a
large screen was set up to
view the Mass. 

“I am really proud of
these four men,” said Father
David Hasser, diocesan
vocations director. “They
have been under my guid-
ance for the last six years and
I have walked with them all
along the way, through thick
and thin. They have a really
great spirit and are very per-
sonable with a down-to-
earth outlook on life. They
have a great outlook on the
future of their coming min-
istry and interacting with all
the people they will serve.
They are all a lot of fun, and
all unique. I look forward to
their ministry with us in the
presbyterate and throughout
the diocese.”

I n his homily, Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty
talked about the ordi-

nands lying prostrate during
the litany of saints. 

“If you have never seen
the ordination of priests or
bishops, this will be one of
many gestures that raises a
question. But let me reflect
on only a couple of aspects
of this one, without at all
exhausting its potential,” he
said. 

Dance choreographer
Martha Graham staged a
New York premier of one of
her compositions. After-
ward, a wealthy patron
asked the meaning of it. Gra-
ham replied, “Honey, if I
knew how to say it, I would-
n’t have danced it.”

“So I can’t expect to cap-
ture this piece of our liturgy
that is called the prostra-
tion,” Bishop Doherty said.
“But I can say two things. At
each Good Friday’s solemn
liturgy, the priest enters and

immediately lies flat on the
floor before the altar. And he
will remember this day as he
honors the cross.

“Second, today we will
watch you flat on your faces,
and today you will rise
under your own power. But
there will come days when
you will remember an iconic
phrase in our culture: ‘Help,
I’ve fallen, and I can’t get
up.’ Physically, eventually.
Spiritually at the most incon-
venient times. 

“I want you to know that
with the grace of this sacra-
ment comes the grace to ask
for help, and to accept assis-
tance along the way,” he
said. “Those of us who
crowd the church and who
look at streaming video are
here to pledge the assistance
of our constant prayers. And
your brother priests, your
families, all of us, will not
hesitate to help you get to
your feet.

“Of course you are to
teach, sanctify and shepherd.
Teach the whole of the good
news,” Bishop Doherty said.
“Sanctify by your careful
preparation and celebration
of the Eucharist. And with
the echoes of the Year of
Mercy still in our hearts, be
dutiful and patient as you
take advantage of, and min-
ister, the wonderful sacra-
ment of penance.

“To shepherd as pastors
will be to govern as the

Church’s laws and con-
firmed traditions provide,”
he said, “and you will do
this in order to lead to God
the Father through the Son
and the Holy Spirit.”

The men each knelt before
the bishop to vow obedience
to him and his successors.

Later in the rite, Bishop
Doherty placed his hands on
each candidate’s head,
invoking the Holy Spirit to
come down upon him.
Brother priests then did the
same.

After the prayer of ordina-
tion was offered by Bishop
Doherty, each of the men
received a chasuble symbol-
izing their new ministries.

The newly ordained
priests’ hands were anointed
with sacred chrism, and
Bishop Doherty presented
them with a chalice and
paten. 

The men received hugs
from the presbyterate during
the fraternal sign of peace.

“I’m very, very happy,”
said Henry Nguyen, father of
one of the newly ordained
priests. “Priesthood is a really
special vocation from God.
John told us that whenever
he came into a church, he
heard God’s voice call him to
the priesthood. He followed
instruction after that. He is
happy to be serving the peo-
ple. He is a good son and is
kind to everybody.”

“It’s really exciting. We’re

all really glad he’s been able
to get to this moment — he
has worked very hard,” said
his sister, Dorothy Nguyen.
“I think he will bring a great
attitude and a lot of kindness
to his priesthood.”

“He has provided a great
example for me,” said his
brother, John Nguyen. “This
shows that you never know
what life is going to throw at
you.”

“I’m looking forward to
starting to share all the things
I have received on my long
journey,” Father Nguyen
said. “I feel like God has been
filling me up with blessings
and graces to share all those
things with everyone.”

He said he was calm
before the ceremony, but
thought nerves would hit
during, as they did when he
was ordained a deacon.

“It was a wonderful,
beautiful Mass,” said Taylor
Blalock, who got to know
then-Deacon Nguyen at her
home parish. “He is full of
the Holy Spirit and shows it
to everyone. He lights up the
room when he comes in.
He’s going to be an amazing
priest.” 

Father Daily said that dur-
ing the Mass, “the thing that
kept coming to mind, espe-
cially when the priests were
laying their hands on me,
was gratitude. How the
priesthood is not anything
any of us deserves or earns,

but it is a free gift from God
that he has poured out on us.
I have peace that this is right
because this is what God has
called me to. It is really pro-
found.”

His mother, Lori Daily,
said her family was filled
with lots of joy and thanks-
giving to God. 

“Especially experiencing
the joy that others have been
sharing with us and the
effect that the Lord is having
on their lives through ordi-
nation,” she said. 

“I’m so happy for him and
so proud of him,” said his
sister, Sister Rose Dominic,
OP, a Dominican Sister of St.
Cecilia in Nashville. “This is
such a wonderful gift from
the Lord for our family and
for the whole Church. He’ll
be a very holy priest and
really rooted in prayer. He
will lead in a humble way.”

Father Ted Dudzinski,
vicar general of the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana, was
Father Daily’s pastor while
he was discerning his voca-
tion at his home parish of St.
Patrick, Kokomo. 

“Cole has always been a
great leader, and a great spir-
itual person, as is his whole
family,” Father Dudzinski
said. “They were one of the
first families who all came
together to our adoration
chapel. They are a beautiful
family.”

(Continued on Page 7)

The Cathe-
dral of 
St. Mary 
of the
Immaculate
Conception
in Lafayette
was filled to
capacity 
during the
June 3 
celebration,
as Bishop
Timothy L.
Doherty
ordained
Father
Michael
Bower,
Father Cole
Daily, Father
John Nguyen
and Father
Coady
Owens.

(Photo by
Bob Nichols)



The Catholic MomentJune 11, 2017 Page 7

CCCongratC ng attulatiotulat onsn
SJVV Alumnus Fr. M

g
Michael Bower, Fr

from the seminarians, 
Saint John VViianney C

r. Cole Daily and

priests and staffff of 
College Seminary

 Fr. Coady Owenns

www.vvianney.net  (651) 962--6825 sjv@stthomas.eedu

Ordination 2017

‘This is such a wonderful gift from the Lord ...’
Ana Uhlrich works at

Mount St. Mary University,
where she met Father Daily
while he was in seminary. 

“He was team chaplain
for our cheerleaders,” she
said. “My daughter is a
cheerleader and just loves
him. He always took time to
talk with the students. He’s
going to be an amazing
priest. I really wish we could
still have him on campus —
he better visit!”

Newly ordained Father
Bower said it was wonderful
to know how full the cathe-
dral was during Mass,
“knowing that the people of
God are behind us, praying
for us, and with us, all our
family and friends. 

“It’s a wonderful experi-
ence to feel all that support
in the communion of saints
along with them,” he said.
“I’m looking forward to no
longer being in seminary
and being an instrument of
the Lord’s Prayer.”

His father, Jeff Bower, said
the Mass was “very emo-

tional. It’s the culmination of
a long journey and it was
very exciting seeing him get
ordained. I think it’s exciting
that there are four new
priest, not just one.”

”It’s just a very special
day,” said his mother, Mari-
lyn Bower. “When he decid-
ed to become a priest as a
high school junior, I was a bit
surprised because he was so
young. But he was very
active in the parish, so it
wasn’t that surprising. He’s
just a nice young man, a kin-
dred spirit. He will be a
wonderful priest.”

Father Bower’s sister, Jes-
sica Flores, thinks he will be
“a great priest. I was so
proud I cried at Mass. Seeing
him move up and sit up with
the rest of the priests was the
best part.”

Andrew Henderson and
his father, Keith Henderson,
got to know then-Deacon
Bower when he was
assigned to their parish
while he was in seminary at
Saint Meinrad. 

“He was Andrew’s confir-
mation sponsor and he start-
ed a Knights of the Holy
Temple group at our parish,”
Keith Henderson said. “He’s
going to make a great
priest.”

“He has a great personali-
ty and is good to work with.
He’s a good leader,” Andrew
said.

After ordination, Father
Owens said he felt very joy-
ful. 

“It was a beautiful Mass.
This is a really powerful
occasion that is hard to put
into words. I am looking for-
ward to celebrating Mass.
The sacrifice of the Mass is
so special for everyone, but
my first Mass is going to be a
great occasion. 

“When I was in the sanc-
tuary looking at the host
before we all consumed it, it
really hit me — the power of
the sacrifice and that I’m
going to participate in it,” he
said.

His mother, Jill Owens,
who joined the Church last

Easter, thought it was a
beautiful ordination. 

“We are so excited for his
future and happy — it’s a
joyous day,” she said. 

Thomas Owens, the
priest’s father, said he was
feeling blessed. “I think he’s
going to be a great priest.
He’s very excited about it.”

“We are elated,” said his
grandmother, Pat Owens.
“He’s looked forward to this
for so many years. It’s really
exciting because that’s what
he’s always wanted.”

“Our whole family is
blessed,” said his grandfa-
ther, Tom Owens. 

Phillip Breckler, from the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, met the new priest
while they were both attend-
ing Ball State University. 

“This is pretty exciting,”
he said. “He is one of the
most gifted seminarians I
have ever met and one of the
most passionate about what
he does. He connects with
people from any walk of life
really well and knows how

to talk to the human experi-
ence better than any I have
met. He’s a remarkable sem-
inarian. It’s been great
knowing him. “

The newly ordained
priests were to celebrate
their first Masses of Thanks-
giving at their home parish-
es — Father Daily on June 3
at St. Patrick; Father Owens
on June 4 at St. Louis de
Montfort, Fishers; Father
Nguyen on June 4 at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel;
and Father Bower on June 4
at St. Alphonsus Liguori,
Zionsville.

Effective June 28, Father
Nguyen will be assigned as
parochial vicar of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, Carmel;
Father Owens as parochial
vicar of Holy Spirit, Fishers;
and Father Bower as
parochial vicar of Our Lady
of Grace, Noblesville. Effec-
tive June 16, Father Daily
will be assigned as parochial
vicar of St. Lawrence,
Lafayette, with ministry to
Lafayette Catholic schools.
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The four ordinands stand before Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. Cole Daily promises obedience to Bishop Doherty and his successors.

The ordinands lay prostrate on the floor during the Litany of Saints.

Priests lay hands on the candidates’ heads during their ordination.

The cathe-
dral was
filled with
priests,
deacons,
seminari-
ans, reli-
gious, fam-
ily, friends
and faithful
for the
June 3 
celebra-
tion. 
The men
are the
16th, 17th,
18th and
19th
ordained to
the priest-
hood by
Bishop
Doherty.

Bishop
Doherty lays
hands on
Coady
Owens,
invoking the
Holy Spirit to
come down
upon him. 

“It was a
beautiful
Mass. This is
a really 
powerful
occasion
that is hard
to put into
words,”
newly
ordained
Father
Owens said
after Mass.
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Newly ordained Father Daily is vested in a stole and chasuble. Bishop Doherty anoints the hands of Father Michael Bower.

Father John Nguyen receives a chalice and paten during the rite.

The newly ordained priests offer blessings to Bishop Doherty (kneeling at left) and Bish-
op Emeritus William L. Higi.

Father
Owens
offers a
blessing
after the
June 3 
ordinations. 

“I am really
proud of
these four
men,”
Father
David 
Hasser,
diocesan
vocations
director,
said.
“I look 
forward to
their 
ministry
with us ...”

Ordination 2017

Bishop
Doherty
shares a
fraternal
sign of
peace with
Father
Bower.

The new
priests 
celebrated
their first
Masses of
Thanks-
giving at
their home
parishes
on June 3-
4. 

(Photos 
by Bob
Nichols)
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Ordination 2017: Meet our new priests

We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

We are happy to 

congratulate Saint Meinrad 

graduates Rev. Michael

Bower and Rev. John

Nguyen on their ordination

to the priesthood.

Very Rev. Denis Robinson, OSB, 
and the students, faculty, monks 

and staff of Saint Meinrad 
Seminary & School of Theology

Saint Meinrad Seminary and
School of Theology 

200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 47577
www.saintmeinrad.edu 

Congratulations! Is God calling you to religious life?
Young men and women 

considering religious life may 
contact diocesan vocations director 

Father David Hasser.
E-mail: frhasser@priestforever.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.priestforever.org

‘I hope to offer a servant’s heart and a ready ear ...’
Name: John Nguyen
Home parish: Our Lady

of Mt. Carmel, Carmel

What have been the high-
lights of your year in the dia-
conate?

One of the highlights of
my year as a deacon was
being able to celebrate the
sacrament of baptism on
three different occasions. As
a seminarian, I have been
used to assisting at various
liturgies, but at the baptisms
I was the main celebrant.
The experience of
leading the liturgy
was new and I felt in
a new way the spe-
cial role of the cele-
brant as the instru-
ment of God’s grace
and love. I have also
been mindful of the
fact that I now have
spiritual children
who I pray for on a
daily basis and hope to see
them grow and mature over
the years.

Has the experience affirmed
your call to the priesthood?

The experience has been a
powerful affirmation for my
call to the priesthood as I
prepare to embrace even
more fully the role of spiritu-
al father.  

As we learn in seminary,
being called “Father” does
carry with it many similar
responsibilities that biologi-
cal fathers have in terms of
caring for the welfare of the
children. The main distinc-

tion is that as a priest I will
be focused on the spiritual
well-being of my parish fam-
ily, while a biological father
would be more focused on
the physical well-being of
his family.

Have any of your views on
priestly life changed?

I would not say that my
views on priestly life have
changed as much as they
have expanded. At the
beginning of seminary, I was
focused on the role of the

priest in terms of cel-
ebrating Mass and
hearing confessions,
which are still pri-
mary parts of the
priestly life, but I
have experienced
many more of the
less public aspects of
priestly life, includ-
ing the challenge of
balancing work and

prayer, the importance of
various relationships in the
life of priests like friend-
ships, and practical day-to-
day parts of ministry.

Were you surprised by any-
thing over the past year?

I was surprised by how
much I have grown to enjoy
preaching. During my dis-
cernment before seminary,
one of the biggest reserva-
tions I had about myself was
my public speaking ability. I
was worried that I would
not be an effective preacher
and I used that for many
years as an excuse to avoid

entering seminary. Now
many years later, I find
myself looking forward to
preaching and it has remind-
ed me of how God uses our
weaknesses to build up his
kingdom. I am excited to
continue to grow as a
preacher so that God can
more effectively use me to
share his good news.

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest?

I hope to offer a servant’s
heart and a ready ear to my
parishioners. 

All throughout my life, I
have always lived by the
saying that our actions speak
louder than our words.
Being able to serve others
and share the love of Christ
through quiet and unseen
actions is one of the biggest
sources of joy in my life and
to be able to do it as part of
my priestly identity is such a
gift.  

One of the biggest lessons
I learned about preaching is
that being a good preacher
requires being a good listen-
er first. So it is one of my pri-

orities to be an active listener
as I am given the privilege of
sharing in the lives of my
parishioners.

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey?

My journey through semi-
nary has had more twists
and turns than the average
one, which has been a great
reminder that we are on
God’s time.  

When I started seminary, I
was in a hurry to finish it as
quickly as possible so that I
could start being a priest as
soon as possible. Ten years
after I started, I can look
back and see that there was
no need for any rush and
that all of the unexpected
challenges and experiences I
have gone through have
helped shape me into the
man and priest that God is
calling me to be. 

In our culture where
instant gratification is a high
commodity, learning
patience is one of the biggest
parts in growing in our spir-
itual lives.

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears?

I most look forward to the
joy of celebrating the sacra-
ments daily.  

I have been going to daily
Mass for half of my life now
and soon I will be the one
through whom Christ comes
into the world in sacramen-
tal form. It will take some
time getting used to being
the celebrant at the majority

of the Masses I participate in
in the future. As a priest I
hope to grow in my love,
understanding and devotion
to the Blessed Sacrament
each and every day.

What did you find most
meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in the seminary?

As part of our last year in
seminary at Saint Meinrad,
the deacon class has the gift
of traveling in Europe for
four weeks during January.  

My classmates and I were
able to spend a week in Lon-
don, Paris, Rome, and have
our retreat at Einsiedeln,
Switzerland, at the
monastery where the found-
ing monks of Saint Meinrad
came from.  

It was an amazing experi-
ence to see the Church in so
many different countries
where some of the most
well-known saints originat-
ed. It reminded me that the
Church is so much larger
than any one parish, diocese
or even country, and that our
faith connects us not only to
people all over the world,
but with people throughout
time and even beyond death.  

The interconnectedness
that we share as Catholics is
a gift that we can often over-
look, but it is a major source
of our strength as we travel
together in our pilgrimage to
heaven.   

Father
Nguyen

Meet our 
new priests

In the days preceding their
June 3 ordination, The
Catholic Moment invited
our new priests to reflect on
some of their experiences
on their journey toward the
priesthood.

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.
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‘To make Christ present in the world, bring the world to meet him’

Name: Cole Daily 
Home parish: St. Patrick,

Kokomo

What have been the high-
lights of your year in the dia-
conate?

This year has been filled
with many blessings, but
two stand out. The first is
preaching. From my experi-
ence in this past year, I can
say that preaching is entirely
different from any other
form of public speaking I did
before. This is because
preaching is inti-
mately connected
with the Word of
God. Though I
spend time research-
ing and crafting the
homily, it is the Holy
Spirit who speaks in
the sacred liturgy.
Preaching has forced
me to invest myself
completely in the
Scriptures, and this has born
fruit in my own life. 

The second joy of my dia-
conate year has been the
sacrament of baptism. While
I was assigned at St. Alphon-
sus Church in Zionsville
over the summer, I had the
opportunity of baptizing
several children. There is
nothing quite like it. Bring-
ing a soul into communion
with God and his Church is
truly satisfying. 

Has the experience affirmed
your call to the priesthood?

My experience as a dea-
con has truly affirmed the
call to the priesthood. The
deacon is called to service
before the altar of the Lord.
This sacred task of the dia-
conate has allowed me to see
the connection between the
liturgical actions of the priest
and his role in the world.
God gives us sacred orders
in order to sanctify the world
— to enter the mess of
human life and bring the

light of Christ. In
serving others and at
the altar as a deacon,
I have learned to
cherish this great
task of the ordained
life. 

Have any of your
views on priestly life
changed?

This past year as a
deacon has helped me to
appreciate the day-to-day
ministry of the priesthood.
Most people only see the
priest on Sundays, but there
is so much to the priesthood
that extends beyond Sunday.
I began to taste this selfless
love as a deacon through
hospital visits, homebound
visits, meetings and office
work. All of this has helped
me prepare for the sacrificial
life of priesthood. 

Were you surprised by any-
thing over the past year?

The most surprising thing
over the past year was really
about my identity as an
ordained man. Shortly after
the ordination, I knew that
something in me was differ-
ent, and yet I was still the
same man. This tension is
really the heart of the
ordained life. Ordination
makes Christ present in the
man, but the man is still
there. I have experienced
this in so many ways
throughout the past year:
Jesus working in my human-
ity. St. Paul says it best in 2
Corinthians: “We have this
treasure in earthen vessels
...” 

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest?

Without sounding falsely
pious, I truly hope to offer
parishioners nothing less
than Christ himself. The
adventure of the priesthood
is to make Christ present in
the world and bring the
world to meet him. This hap-
pens both through the sacra-
mental life of the priest, but
also through his human
interactions with real people. 

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey?

Throughout these years in
seminary, one thing stands
out in particular. We speak a

lot about unity and commu-
nion within the Church, but
it is another thing entirely
when you see it play out
before your eyes. I am speak-
ing of brotherhood. The
friendships that I have
developed in seminary have
truly shaped the man I have
become. I am quite sure that
without the support of such
brothers, I would not be
where I am today. Next to
the sacraments, we
encounter Christ through
those members of his Body,
the Church. This has been
profoundly true in my life
throughout the past eight
years, and I am deeply grate-
ful to all who have stood
with me on this journey. 

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears?

As ordination nears, I am
assuredly looking forward to
celebrating the sacramental
life of the Church as a priest,
saying Mass and hearing
confessions. In terms of the
ordination event itself, I am
most excited about celebrat-
ing the power of God with
the whole Church. People
from all times and places of
my life will be coming
together for this joyous occa-
sion. It will be a great joy for
me to pour out God’s bless-
ings on so many who have
blessed me with their lives. 

What did you find most
meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in the seminary?

There were really two
inspirational things during
my last year in seminary.
The first was praying with
the Gospel of John. I have
always been drawn to John’s
Gospel, particularly the
prayers of Christ in the Last
Supper Discourse. Jesus is so
assured of his identity before
his Father. He also prays as a
priest, standing between
God and man and offering
himself on man’s behalf.
Reading, preaching and
meditating on the words of
Christ have been a great
inspiration during this past
year. 

The second source of
inspiration this year was my
time spent in parishes. Dur-
ing the summer, I was
assigned to St. Alphonsus
Church in Zionsville, and
during the year, I helped at
Our Lady of Hope Church in
Potomac Falls, Va. 

Both of these parishes
challenged me and affirmed
me in many ways. I always
returned from a busy week-
end tired, but extremely ful-
filled. There is nothing like
serving the people of God as
an ordained man. These
assignments gave me great
inspiration and encourage-
ment. 

Father
Daily

Prayer 
for seminarians

Lord Jesus, we ask
your special blessing

on those preparing
for the holy 
priesthood.

May their hearts 
overflow with love,
understanding and

generosity.

May their desire to
serve inspire others
to answer your call.

Lord Jesus, fill 
the hearts of 

seminarians with the
fire of your love,

make them holy as
you are holy. 

Amen.

Seminarian Fund Appeal 2017

The 12th annual Seminarian Fund Appeal will continue
on June 10-11 in parishes across the Lafayette diocese.

The appeal helps cover the cost of educating seminari-
ans for the diocesan priesthood. This year’s goal is
$465,000.

The annual cost of educating each seminarian is more
than $40,000. The collection assists seminarians with
tuition, room and board, books, health care, travel,
summer assignments and other related expenses.

Each year, this collection has yielded a great harvest
and also has helped to create a culture of vocations.
The annual needs continue to increase and the collec-
tion is an opportunity for all the faithful to support
future priests of the diocese.

Gifts also may be made throughout the year by visiting
the diocesan Web site at www.dol-in.org.

Thank you
for your generosity!
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‘I look forward to being present in the lives of people’
Name: Michael Bower 
Home parish: St. Alphon-

sus Liguori, Zionsville

What have been the high-
lights of your year in the dia-
conate? 

For me, the highlight of
my year in the diaconate has
been the opportunity to
preach at Mass.
Preaching the Gospel
has been an intimi-
dating task, but a
beautiful one. It is a
really powerful
opportunity to share
what inspires me
about the faith. 

Has the experience
affirmed your call to
the priesthood? 

Being a deacon has great-
ly affirmed my call to the
priesthood, because it has
given me so many opportu-
nities to act in priestly roles.
I have been able to baptize,
give funerals, and to witness
marriages. Furthermore, on
a daily basis, now I have
been wearing clerical attire,
which is a powerful witness

to the secular world of a man
committed to the cause of
Christ. 

Have any of your views on
priestly life changed? 

One of the things that I
have learned about priestly
life is that it is easy to get
caught up in the day-to-day

activities, which pre-
vent you sometimes
from seeing the big-
ger picture. There
was a priest in my
college seminary
that said that priest-
hood is not a sprint
race, but a marathon.
It is about steady
success, as opposed
to sudden bursts of
effort. 

It is easy for a priest to get
worn out by focusing on the
challenges of priesthood.
The important thing is being
faithful in the little things of
daily priestly life. 

Were you surprised by any-
thing over the past year? 

The most surprising thing
to me over the past year was

the responsibility taken on
by being a deacon. I remem-
ber that during my first bap-
tism, I was really nervous. I
was nervous, because I just
wanted to make sure I
wasn’t forgetting anything. I
imagined that the preaching
would be harder, but for me,
it was the sacramental tasks
of things like baptisms that
made me the most nervous. 

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest? 

As a new priest, I hope to
offer parishioners a fresh
look on the Christ, the
Church and the priesthood.
Knowing that I grew up in a
typical family and a public
school, I think I share the
same perspective as many of
the people in the pew. So, I
hope that I can share what
inspires me about the priest-
hood in a way that resonates
with them as well.

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey? 

My journey to the priest-
hood has been a beautiful
one. I have been inspired, I

have been challenged, and I
have just flat out had many
different experiences. I have
traveled Europe, I have been
a hospital chaplain, a camp
counselor, and I have so
many different experiences
of Catholic life. I feel blessed
to have encountered so
many different people. I am
eager to see where this jour-
ney continues to lead me. 

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears? 

As ordination nears, I look
forward the most to being
present in the lives of peo-
ple. One of the difficult
things about seminary is that
you are away from the dio-
cese and you do not live in a
community of families. One
of the great blessings of
priesthood is the opportuni-
ty to enter into and help
grow a strong Catholic com-
munity. I learn so much from
spending time with people
and learning about their
daily experience of life and
of Catholicism. 

What did you find most

meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in the seminary? 

During my last year of
seminary, what I found most
meaningful was the fact that
I was ordained. Every man
wrestles with his vocation.
Even in seminary, there is
always the question of
whether or not God is still
calling you to the priest-
hood. 

After being ordained a
deacon, that question evapo-
rated. I have already made
the promises for ordination
and I have already been con-
secrated for ministry. So,
those questions are no
longer distracting me from
truly entering into the priest-
ly lifestyle. 

It is like a man who mar-
ries and becomes a dad for
the first time. His life is total-
ly different after that. He has
a family to take care of now.
His life is no longer his own.
That is what being ordained
has felt like. It has added
purpose and intentionality
to my life.

Father
Bower

‘I hope to offer parishioners nothing less than Jesus himself’
Name: Coady Owens
Home parish: St. Louis

de Montfort, Fishers

What have been the high-
lights of your year in the dia-
conate?

Everything that you get to
do as a transitional deacon is
great because each experi-
ence moves you closer and
closer to your vocation! I
loved preaching — especial-
ly over the summer at Holy
Spirit where I got to preach
almost every day! Another
big highlight was our
class trip to the Holy
Land. All of the dea-
cons at Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary
spent three weeks in
Israel praying and
experiencing first-
hand the sites of the
Scriptures. I also
loved doing bap-
tisms and was partic-
ularly grateful for my time
planning and teaching RCIA
at Mount St. Mary’s Univer-
sity.

Has the experience affirmed
your call to the priesthood?

Yes!

Have any of your views on
priestly life changed?

My views on the priest-
hood: The priesthood of
Jesus Christ follows the
exhortation of St. Paul:
“Preach the word, be urgent
in season and out of season,
convince, rebuke, and
exhort, be unfailing in
patience and in teaching. ...
As for you, always be steady,
endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry” (2 Timothy:2-
4). The priest is one who

prays; one who
serves; one who
teaches. He is filled
with zeal for Christ
and for his flock. He
shepherds them,
protects them and
guides them along
the right path. He
speaks truth. If the
truth is comforting,
then he comforts,

but if it is abrasive, then he
refines. He is a minister of
the most high God and
should always act to discern
the divine will so as to main-
tain a consciousness of the
eternal.  Still, also, he is fully
man — “a seeing, feeling,

contemplating, acting ani-
mal” (Newman, Tamworth
Reading Room 6). Along
with a focus aimed at the
divine, he models a charac-
teristic gift of sympathy to
his brothers and his sisters
who are burdened with great
desires, ideals and purpose.
Like Moses and Paul, he rec-
ognizes his own people and
petitions God on their behalf
out of the great love that he
has for humanity. He works
and prays for his salvation,
for that of his family and for
that of all mankind! From
this lifestyle, this love and
these prayers stem forth all
the virtues, counsels and
graces provided by God for
his ministry. In short: The
priest is a representation of
the Incarnation of God in the
midst of the world and a
fearful and humble servant
who acknowledges his own
need for salvation and
yearns for the return of him
whom he represents.

Were you surprised by any-
thing over the past year?

No experience stands out
as especially surprising — I
guess I’ve been constantly

surprised by the generosity
of God and of the Church.
It’s a generosity that really
humbles you and fills you
with wonder. “What is man
that you should keep him in
mind, mortal man that you
care for him? Yet you have
made him little less than a
god ...” (Psalm 8).

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest?

I hope to offer parish-
ioners nothing less than
Jesus himself.

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey?

Grace builds on nature. I
spent my first three years in
seminary just trying to grow
in my humanity — trying to
be a better human. I focused
mostly on virtue — trying to
grow stronger, smarter,
kinder, more confident, more
understanding, etc. After my
fourth year of seminary, I
really realized that the Incar-
nation changes everything.
God became a man and the
whole world — every
instant, every experience —
is filled with a meaning that
corresponds to our hearts

and desires. This is the most
important thing I’ve ever
learned and continue to
learn about. Still — without
my human foundation, I
wouldn’t have been able to
receive the reality of the
Incarnation in its fullness.
Grace builds on nature.

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears?

I’m really looking forward
to celebrating the Mass as a
priest and living and minis-
tering at a parish day in and
day out.

What did you find most
meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in seminary?

The thing that was most
helpful and inspirational to
me during my last year was
the time I spent with my
brother deacons. In class, in
the Holy Land, at their ordi-
nations/first Masses, I was
able to see what God was
doing in me by watching
him do it in them. Solid fra-
ternity is a non-negotiable
for seminary and the priest-
hood.

Father
Owens
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