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Diocese begins yearlong celebration of 75th anniversary

By Kevin Cullen
For the Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Haiti is a
long way — in almost every
way — from north central
Indiana.

But for five hours on Oct.
14, approximately 55 people
gathered at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception to discuss ways
to support the tiny
Caribbean nation and its
impoverished people.

It was the 15th annual
Central Indiana Churches
for Haiti (CINCH) gather-
ing. Attendees came from
across the Lafayette diocese,
and beyond, to hear experts
talk about water purifica-

tion, orphanages, medical
missions, sanitation, hygiene
and other topics. Some even
learned a few Creole phrases
for use on mission trips ...
including “Mwen pa pale
kreyol,” that is, “I do not
speak Creole.”

“More than 20 churches
are represented here today ...
This is a great way for them
to talk about what their peo-
ple have done (in Haiti),”
said organizer Jeff Newell,
chair of the cathedral
parish’s Haiti Committee.

He has made 22 mission
trips to Haiti in the past 19
years and serves as vice
president of the board of the

(Continued on Page 8)

Jeff Newell organized the Oct. 14 gathering of Central
Indiana Churches for Haiti (CINCH). The annual confer-
ence offers a valuable mix of educational sessions and
social interaction. (Photo by Kevin Cullen)

Haiti conference a time to connect, learn, recharge

Palliative medicine physician offers insights on ‘Intensive Caring’
By Rita DeKlyen
For The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — “A leaf is
normally the most beautiful
just before it falls to the earth
and dies. I use this metaphor
for the beauty we witness in
palliative care,” said Dr.
Natalie Rodden as she began
her recent presentation,
“Intensive Caring: Providing
Relief for Serious Illness for
Catholics,” at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish.  

Dr. Rodden is a palliative

medicine physician at St.
Anthony North Health Cam-
pus in Westminster, Colo.
She is a member of the
American Academy of Hos-
pice and Palliative Medicine
and the Catholic Medical
Association.   

“As a palliative medicine
physician, there is so much
beauty that we discover in
each patient we meet,
encountering them in the
richness of their person-
hood, as we care for them
holistically as they near the

end of life,” Dr. Rod-
den said. “Spirituali-
ty is an essential part
of our job. What a
privilege that this is
part of the work we
do.”

Speaking to a
standing room only
crowd, Dr. Rodden
offered some very
important “disclosures” as
she began her talk. In mak-
ing presentations, many
physicians must disclose the
pharmaceutical companies

they might work
with. Dr. Rodden’s
were a bit unique: 

• She is Catholic
and she loves her
faith. 

• She is passion-
ate about advocating
for the sanctity of
life, especially when
it is nearing its earth-

ly ending. 
• She is passionate about

sharing how palliative medi-
cine provides care for those
with serious illness and at

the end of life, with love
completely consistent with
Catholic teaching.

The Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Gospel of Life Com-
mittee asked Dr. Rodden to
provide insight on how
Catholics can work within
their faith on serious illness
and end-of-life decisions,
regardless of a patient’s age
or time diagnosed with dis-
ease.  

Three objectives were dis-
cussed by the doctor 

(Continued on Page 9)

This weekend, the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana will
kick off a yearlong celebration
of the 75th anniversary of its
founding on Oct. 21, 1944. The
theme for the year’s celebra-
tion is “Uniting in Heart.” 

“We hope to use this cele-
bration as an opportunity to
bring the local Church togeth-
er on multiple levels — to cel-
ebrate all that has been accom-
plished over the last 75 years
and look forward to what the
next 75 will bring,” said
Gabby Hlavek, communica-
tions manager for the diocese
and chair of the 75th Anniver-
sary Committee. 

A special anniversary
prayer card will be distributed
this weekend at Masses across

the diocese, and a number of
other events and activities are
planned for the year. 

“We’ve been planning the
celebration for the last several
months and want to be sure
everyone across the diocese
has an opportunity to partici-
pate,” Hlavek said.

Among the activities
planned so far are a historical
lecture series, deanery Masses
and receptions with Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty, a travel-
ing display case, an interactive
presentation, a time capsule
and multiple social media
challenges. 

The events will be held
across the diocese in many
locations so everyone has a
chance to join in on the fun.

The celebration will conclude
with a large event at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Conference
Center in Tipton on Sept. 28,
2019. 

“We hope this event will
attract friends and families
from across the diocese. We’re
still working out all of the
details, but anticipate the day
will be full of fun, food and
faith-filled activities for people
of all ages,” Hlavek said.

Celebrations are encour-
aged at the deanery and
parish level as well for the
entire year. More information
on events and activities will be
available in The Catholic
Moment all year long and
online at https://dol-in.org/
75th-anniversary.

Inside: Bishop Timothy L. Doherty’s column on
celebrating our 75th year, Page 2.

Dr. Rodden
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1) Isaiah 53:10-11
2) Hebrews 4:14-16
3) Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 
or Mark 10:42-45

Monday, Oct. 22
1) Ephesians 2:1-10
2) Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

Tuesday, Oct. 23
1) Ephesians 2:12-22
2) Gospel: Luke 12:35-38

Wednesday, Oct. 24
1) Ephesians 3:2-12
2) Gospel: Luke 12:39-48

Thursday, Oct. 25
1) Ephesians 3:14-21
2) Gospel: Luke 12:49-53

Friday, Oct. 26
1) Ephesians 4:1-6
2) Gospel: Luke 12:54-59

Saturday, Oct. 27
1) Ephesians 4:7-16
2) Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

October 21
29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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Renditions Fine Art
Gallery in Indianapolis
will host the opening of an
All Saints/All Souls Art
Exhibit from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. Friday, Oct. 26, and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 27. The exhibit will
run through November. It
will feature the works of
local artists Jill Metz and
Ron Wise. Metz, who is a
mixed media artist, and
Wise, who is a photogra-
pher, are both converts to
Catholicism. During the
exhibit opening, both
artists will be available to
answer questions and
share testimonials of their
conversion experiences. All
are welcome to attend the
celebration of art and faith.

Financial aid professionals
will be volunteering at 39
sites across the state of
Indiana to help college-
bound students and their
families open the door to
financial aid during 
College Goal Sunday. 
The event is set for 2 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 28. The free
program assists Indiana

students in filing the Free
Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). The
FAFSA form is required for
students to be considered
for federal and state
grants, scholarships and
student loans at most col-
leges, universities and
vocational/technical
schools nationwide. The
FAFSA must be filed by
April 15 to be eligible for
Indiana financial aid. Now
in its 30th year, College
Goal Sunday has helped
more than 94,000 Indiana
students and families 
complete the FAFSA prop-
erly and on time. The
event is a charitable pro-
gram of the Indiana Stu-
dent Financial Aid Associa-
tion (ISFAA). Volunteers
will walk through the

online form line-by-line
and answer families’ indi-
vidual questions as need-
ed. All sites offer FAFSA
online capabilities and
many have Spanish inter-
preters. For more informa-

tion about College Goal
Sunday and a complete list
of sites for the Oct. 28
event, visit CollegeGoal
Sunday.org.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

At St. Mary School in Alexandria, pastor Father
Dan Duff recently blessed new playground equipment
as the community gathered in prayer. (Photo provided)

Celebrating our 75th year

O n Oct. 21, 2018, we begin our
75th year as a Catholic dio-
cese. We were separated from

the Diocese of Fort Wayne on this date
in 1944. 

During the next 12 months,
we will be celebrating by look-
ing back and ahead in our own
evangelizing mission. Stories
will be told in The Catholic
Moment, presentations will be
given around the diocese, and
much will be shared through
social media. Since some of
our parishes are more than 150
years old, our retrospectives
can include narratives from
several older written histories
that help to explain the pre-
sent.

The word “diocese” origi-
nally referred to a governance area
within the Roman Empire. Church
dioceses are created in order to serve
the salvation of souls. There are many
reasons for founding a new diocese:
population growth and migration, suf-
ficient availability of clergy and the
presence of sustaining resources, to
name a few. 

As these celebrations begin, it is
necessary to know who we are, and
where we are, both in time and geog-
raphy. In 1944, the United States was
involved in global wars. Imagine Bish-
op John G. Bennett, our first bishop,
being assigned to start a diocese when
so many human and financial
resources were occupied with the war.

A good number of our readers still
relate personal and family stories
about that era.

To get an idea about the scale of the
war effort, I refer you to the
online 1991 article by Professor
James H. Madison titled
“Hoosiers at War: An
Overview of Indiana During
World War Two” (https://
www.in.gov/history/4350.
htm).

The same author published
“Hoosiers: A History of Indi-
ana” in 2016. For me, at least,
knowing the wider historical
context of Church activity can
suggest unique things about
Indiana Catholics and their
expectations for our Church.

While 75 years may not
seem impressive, the world was quite
different in the 1940s. For the Catholic
Church, Sunday worship was mostly
in Latin and many city parishes were
located so parishioners could walk to
Mass.

Today, we can go online and get sta-
tistics about how few houses had full
indoor plumbing arrangements. And
while maybe half or more of Indiana
residences had telephones, many of
these were connected on a “party
line.” 

While I am reminiscing, I recall the
day two decades ago when my
nephew asked, “Dad, what’s a black-
and-white TV?” A more recent maga-
zine cartoon captures our present day

as a young boy says to his mom: “Go
play outside? What do you think this
is, the ’60s?” I am sure that you have
your own examples about how per-
sonal computers and mobile devices
have changed work, home, school and
religious environments. It is important
to be able to identify how God’s pres-
ence among us has been enhanced
through time, and sometimes
obscured. 

In terms of our faith, any era is a
part of “salvation history,” a continua-
tion of what began with Abraham and
Moses, Jesus and the Apostles and all
the saints. Families, parishes, religious
sisters, brothers and priests, and dioce-
san clergy all had and have a role in
what we have received. It is my hope
that our grateful accounting about
those who brought us through 75
years will produce insight and awe.
Awe is the basis of thanksgiving,
which is the foundation of prayer. We
are not about nostalgia for its own
sake, but for the deeper appreciation
of how faith in Christ expresses itself
in manifold ways. The past has no
monopoly on religious imagination.

It is my hope that some knowledge
of our history will help to continue
our efforts toward “Uniting in Heart,”
a pastoral vision that you can find
online at www.dol-in.org. Because so
much of our present day concentrates
on what divides people, we together
as the Body of Christ, the Church, can
exemplify alternative ways of building
community.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty
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Clergy and diocesan staff gather for Mass to open yearlong 75th anniversary celebration

75th anniversary prayer

Almighty God and Father, 
as we celebrate 75 years 

in our local church of 
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana,
we give thanks for your abundant

grace and for the faithful who have
gone before us, whose devotion and
service laid the foundations of your

mission in north central Indiana. 

Pour forth your blessings upon us
and grant that together as your people,
uniting in the heart of Jesus and guided

by the Holy Spirit, we may continue
the work of building up the Church

through a desire for greater 
faithfulness, a fervor for 

evangelization, a thirst for justice, 
and a heart for mercy. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and with the intercession of
our patrons the Blessed Virgin Mary

and St. Theodore Guerin. 

Amen.

Clergy, diocesan staff and their family members
kicked off the 75th anniversary celebration with a
Mass on Oct. 3 to prepare their hearts and spirits
for the year ahead. Above left: Priests of the dio-
cese join the opening procession. Above right:
Deacon Mike Mescall proclaims the Gospel. At
left: Bishop Timothy L. Doherty blesses anniver-

sary prayer cards. Lower left: Jackie Mescall,
Sherie Poremski and Susie Boes attend the Mass
on Oct. 3. Their husbands are permanent dea-
cons of the diocese. Lower right: Bishop Doherty
cuts a cake at the reception following Mass. 

(Photos by Bob Nichols)
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Complaints about going to confession? Consider this ...

M any years ago,
when I was a
young priest, in

most Catholic parishes there
were long lines of penitents
at confessionals on Satur-
days. That traffic has leveled
off considerably at the pre-
sent time. Some parishes do
not even schedule confes-
sions on a regular basis.

I hear many complaints
about confession, and this
may be part of the reason for
the shorter confessional
lines. I suspect another rea-
son is that our modern cul-
ture is more accepting of sin
than our forebears were.
Some no longer even believe
that it exists!

One common complaint
about going to confession is
that penitents frequently end
up with a “laundry list,”
confessing the same faults
repeatedly with little change

or moral improvement.
This complaint is a symp-

tom. It usually indicates that
we are not preparing enough
to receive this very impor-
tant sacrament of reconcilia-
tion with our Lord. For a
really impacting experience
in confession, we need to
examine our consciences. It
is not much help to go into
the confessional with mini-
mal or even less preparation.
Most parishes provide
examination of conscience
material. If used, these

leaflets or booklets can pro-
vide decisive insights into
our moral and spiritual lives.

Yet another help to confes-
sion is our understanding of
what happens there.
Through the priest confessor,
God not only forgives sins of
the past, but gives special
graces to avoid repeating the
recently confessed sins in the
future. It is a great help to
the penitent to confess on a
regular basis to the same
priest. In that way, the priest
can possess a practical
knowledge of strengths and
weaknesses of the penitent.
This can be of great assis-
tance to spiritual growth.

In addition, possibly with
the advice of a confessor, the
penitent can determine one
moral fault, not necessarily a
mortal sin, which most effec-
tively prevents the penitent
from living the life of Jesus. 

It can be of great assis-
tance to both the confessor
and the penitent if the peni-
tent, at the beginning of the
confession, can tell the priest
of a particular sin which one
is working on. The priest can
then help the penitent to
replace this sin with its
opposite virtue. This pro-
gram carried out for a year
or so can be of great assis-
tance in deepening spiritual-
ity.

Another common com-
plaint, possibly especially in
these days when we are con-
scious of clerical scandals, is
that the priest confessor
might have greater sins than
the penitent. Admittedly,
this is far short of the ideal.
However, when we confess
our sins, we should do so
with humility. It is very
humbling indeed to confess
sins to one who is a greater

sinner than the one confess-
ing.

It is important to remem-
ber that Jesus, on the
evening of the first Easter
Sunday, sent his Apostles,
his first bishops, into the
world to forgive sins.
“Whose sins you shall for-
give are forgiven, those
whose sins you retain are
retained” (John 20:23).

Jesus became a human
being, died on the cross, rose
from the tomb and estab-
lished the Church precisely
to remove sins from our
lives. He has chosen to
achieve this goal through the
sacrament of penance or
confession. We need to go
along with his program.

Msgr. John Duncan has been
a priest of the Lafayette diocese
for more than 58 years.

A Moment

with 

Monsignor

BY MSGR. JOHN DUNCAN

Change of address?
Send it to us at 

moment@dol-in.org!

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

We’re Saving a Seat for You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Erica Markiewicz
Registered 

Representative

Whether retiring or retired,
changing jobs, moving or looking

for higher interest rates

LaSalle St. Securities
can help!

Marion Office Peru Office
328 S. Norton St. 16 N. Miami St.
765-664-4228 765-473-7211

IRA & 401(k) Rollovers

Members FINRA & SIPC

Take advantage of a free portfolio review today.

Two plots
Our Lady of Peace Cemetery

9001 Haverstick Road, Indianapolis
Our Lady of Guadalupe Section C,

lots 433 and 434. Significant 
discount from $8,000 purchase

price. Call Joe Striebel, 
765-776-0566, to discuss.

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings

Sts. Joan of Arc &
Patrick School in
Kokomo recently
hosted its annual
“Run with the Saints”
5K run/walk. More
than 100 runners and
walkers participated.
Rhum Academy of
Music provided enter-
tainment during the
run and before the
awards ceremony. The
annual event raises
funds for the school’s
Arts Programs,
including providing
every fourth-grade
student with his or
her own ukulele. 
(Photos provided)
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Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Our Lady of the Rosary
Day of Reflection

The month of October is
dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Come and
experience a day of reflec-
tion centered on the rosary
and Marian devotions from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 24, at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center in Tipton. 

The day will include a
morning and afternoon
conference, Mass and
lunch, and will conclude
with praying the rosary
outside (weather permit-
ting). 

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes a single
day room and lunch.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions.

A minimum of five par-
ticipants is needed. This
retreat is available for men
and women age 19 and
older.

Register before Oct. 19
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 
or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585.

“Get Away for a Day”
Retreats 

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Come visit the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter for a day of quiet and
solitude from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 30, or

Tuesday, Nov. 20. 
Enjoy the beautiful and

peaceful campus, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, spend time in
prayer with the Lord in the
St. Joseph Chapel or in one
of the comfortable rooms
on the full-service floor.
Mass and confession will
also be available.

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes a single
day room and lunch.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions.

A minimum of five par-
ticipants is needed. This
retreat is available for men
and women age 19 and
older.

Register before Oct. 26
for the Oct. 30 retreat or

before Nov. 6 for the Nov.
20 retreat by contacting
Samir Azer at 765-551-9570
or sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 
or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585.

Women’s Silent Retreat

Begin the season of
Advent with a weekend
experience of the wonder
of silence and Scripture on
the beautiful campus of
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. 

This retreat will be held
from 7 p.m. Friday, Nov.
30, to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
2. The weekend will
include Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer, and
plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.  

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service

room and five meals.
(Please have dinner prior
to checking in to the
retreat.) Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Cost is $170 per person.
A minimum of five partici-
pants is needed, with a
maximum of 10. This
retreat is available for
women age 19 and older.

Register before Nov. 23
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 
or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585. 

In December
• Advent Day of Reflec-

tion, Dec. 10
• “Three Days in the Life

of a Monk or Nun,” Dec. 
11 - 13

• Men’s silent retreat,
Dec. 14-16

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of our departed brothers and sis-
ters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana.

Ned E. Startzman, 90, died Oct.
10. He was a member of Sacred
Heart of Jesus in Cicero.

Brenda Miller, 79, died Oct. 3.
She was a member of Holy Family
in Gas City.

Names of the deceased are provided
at the request of parishes in the diocese
desiring to provide this information.

Mary Ann Loepker, 86, died Oct.
6. A member of St. Boniface in
Lafayette, she worked for 40 years
as administrative assistant to the
chancellor of the Lafayette diocese.
She was the grandmother of Father
David Hasser.

The Public
Square Rosary
Crusade was
held at two loca-
tions in Lafayette
on Oct. 13. Twen-
ty-one people
gathered to recite
the rosary at the
intersection of
Kossuth and Main
streets for the
annual prayer
event. Mary
Frances Nelson
has led the local
effort for the past
eight years.
(Photo provided)

A rosary rally
was held in
downtown Fish-
ers on Oct. 7.
Father Anthony
Rowland, pastor
of St. John Vian-
ney Parish,
Fishers, led the
rosary as part of
the “Rosary
Coast to Coast.”
Hundreds of ral-
lies were held in
the United
States with
thousands par-
ticipating at the
same hour.
(Photo provid-
ed)
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Rosary for healing
in the Church
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join in praying
the luminous mysteries of
the rosary each Thursday
for the intention of healing
in the Church. The rosary
will be prayed beginning
around noon (after the 11:30
a.m. Mass) at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church.

Poinsettia sale
WESTFIELD — Seventh-
graders at St. Maria Goretti
School are now selling poin-
settias to help fund their
trip to Washington, D.C., in
2019. Cost is $10.50 for small
(seven-plus blooms) and
$18.50 for large (15-plus
blooms) plants; both red
and white are available.
Pickup will be at St. Maria
Goretti on Dec. 7. To place
an order with the students,
e-mail Maria Seager at 
sanmar87002@yahoo.com.

Pie sale
WEST LAFAYETTE —
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 8056 of the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament is taking
pie orders for the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holi-
days. All proceeds will help
fund the parish’s communi-
ty outreach commitment.
Sixteen varieties of pies are
available; cost is $10 each.
Pies may be ordered from
any Knight until Nov. 2.
Knights also will be taking
orders in the church gather-
ing space after Masses on
Oct. 20-21. Pies will be
available for pickup from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 17, in Hardebeck Hall.

Novena for life
CARMEL — All are invited
to join the parishioners of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church in praying a novena
from Oct. 15-23 for respect
life issues, including mental
health, the poor, the envi-
ronment, euthanasia, the
unborn and post-abortion,
immigrants, victims of war
and sexual abuse, and reli-
gious freedom. Visit
www.olmc1.org or

www.facebook.com/
OLMC1.

Calling potential 
spiritual directors
KOKOMO — The diocesan
Office of Catechesis will
host an informational night
on Thursday, Oct. 18, for
those interested in spiritual
direction formation. All
those who are discerning or
have felt called to the min-
istry of spiritual direction
are invited to attend. The
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
in the St. Joan of Arc Room
at St. Joan of Arc Parish,
3155 S. 200 W. The forma-
tion program and prerequi-
sites will be discussed dur-
ing the meeting. Registra-
tion packets also will be
available. For more informa-
tion, e-mail Evelyn Burton
at eburton@dol-in.org.

White Mass
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will celebrate a
White Mass at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 18. The White
Mass acknowledges the
efforts of all health-care pro-
fessionals. All health-care
professionals will receive a
blessing to assist them to be
vessels of God’s love and
healing to all they serve.
Catholic and non-Catholic
health-care professionals are
invited to attend.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Visit www.wwme.org to
apply. Upcoming weekends
to be held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21, 2018, and
April 26-28, 2019. Couples
who already have partici-
pated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

Scout retreat
MUNCIE — The Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting will host its “Close
Encounters with God”
retreat from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 20, in St.
Mary Parish’s Noll Hall.
The retreat is open to all
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
of all ages. The theme for
the day will be the glorious

mysteries of the rosary. The
retreat will include games,
prayers, stories, a craft and
Mass. Cost is $5 for each
Scout; there is no cost for
accompanying adults. Those
attending are asked to bring
a sack lunch; beverages will
be provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Steve Chatot
at bigbear96@comcast.net or
765-286-5093.

Port-A-Pit 
chicken fund-raiser
WEST LAFAYETTE —
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 8056 will host a Nelson’s
Port-A-Pit chicken fund-
raiser from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. (or until food is sold
out) on Saturday, Oct. 20, at
Brokerage Brewery. Cost is
$10 for a half-chicken and
“Pit-Tatoes” meal.

Spaghetti dinner
CICERO — The Knights of
Columbus will hold their
annual spaghetti dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 20, at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish, 410 Pearl St.
Meals will include spaghet-
ti, fettuccine alfredo, bread-
sticks, salad and desserts.
Free will offerings are
requested. All proceeds will
go to benefit a local commu-
nity charity. All are welcome
to attend.

Hispanic Singles Night
WEST LAFAYETTE — The
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana invites all Hispanic
young adults (ages 18 to 35)
to a Hispanic Singles Night.
Enjoy the company of other
Hispanics, dinner, social
time and a speaker all in
one evening. Contribution
of $8 per person is request-
ed. The event will begin at 5
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 21, in the

Church of the Blessed
Sacrament, 2224 Sacra-
mento Drive. For more
information, call Jocelyn
Alcala at 765-269-4656. 

¡La Diócesis de
Lafayette-in-Indiana
invita a todos los
jóvenes adultos His-
panos (de 18 a 35 años)
a una noche de solteros!
¡Disfruta de la compañía
de otros Hispanos, una
cena, tiempo social y
una charla todo en una
tarde! Pedimos $8 de
contribución. El evento
será el 21 de Octubre a
las 5 p.m. en la Iglesia
de Blessed Sacrament-
2224 Sacramento Ave.

West Lafayette, IN 47906.
Por preguntas, hablen con
Jocelyn Alcala al (765)269-
4656.

40 Hours 
Eucharistic Celebration
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a 40 Hours Eucharistic Cele-
bration on Oct. 21-23. The
schedule includes: Sunday, 5
p.m. Mass, Eucharistic pro-
cession and exposition, 7
p.m. evening prayer, homily
and Benediction, and 9 p.m.
night prayer; Monday, 8:15
a.m. Office of Readings and
morning prayer, 9 a.m.
Mass, 7 p.m. evening
prayer, homily and Benedic-
tion, 8 p.m. confessions and
9 p.m. night prayer; Tues-
day, 8:15 a.m. Office of
Readings and morning
prayer, 9 a.m. Mass, 7 p.m.
evening prayer, homily and
Benediction, Eucharistic
procession and reposition of
the Blessed Sacrament.
Guest homilist will be
Father Mike Keucher, pastor
of St. Joseph Church in Shel-
byville. All are welcome to
attend.

“Dying with Dignity and
Building a Culture of Life”
KOKOMO — St. Patrick
Church will host a presenta-
tion on “Dying with Dignity
and Building a Culture of
Life” at 6:45 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 22. Registered nurse
Kathy Kindt and Susan
Hoefer, Respect Life coordi-
nator for the Lafayette dio-
cese, will help dispel the
falsehoods and look at the
facts surrounding end-of-life
issues, while also examining
what can be done proactive-
ly to promote a culture of
life. For more information,
call Mariah Horner at 765-

452-6021 or e-mail
mhorner@stpatrick-
kokomo.org. All are wel-
come to attend.

Forgiveness of Sins Mass
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will offer a For-
giveness of Sins Mass at 7
p.m. Monday, Oct. 22, in
response to recent allega-
tions of clergy sexual abuse
in the Church and the fail-
ure of some Church leaders
to properly respond to cler-
gy abuse in the past. Events
in recent weeks have left
many people in the Church
confused, angry, shocked
and bewildered. We grieve
for the victims of abuse and
for their families. All of us,
as the body of Christ, must
do all we can to assist them.
Prayer is one initial, but
important step in the long
road of recovery. All are
welcome to attend. St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church is located
at 10655 Haverstick Road in
Carmel.

“The Shepherd 
Who Didn’t Run”
CARMEL — Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish will host
a presentation on “The
Shepherd Who Didn’t Run:
Walking with Blessed Stan-
ley Rother” at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 23, in the church.
Father Don Wolf, who is
Blessed Stanley Rother’s
cousin, will provide an
inspiring first-person testi-
mony about the radical love
of the first American-born
martyr who served in
Guatemala. All attendees
will receive a free blessed
medal of Blessed Stanley
Rother. All are welcome to
attend.

“End of Life Care Issues: 
the Catholic Vision”
LAFAYETTE — A confer-
ence on “End of Life Care
Issues: the Catholic Vision,”
will be held from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 23, at the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.
Presenters will include: Dr.
Cecilia May, palliative care,
Franciscan Health Lafayette;
nurse practitioner Nadine
Cline, palliative care, IU
Health Arnett Hospital, and
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty.
The evening will include
spiritual, legal and practical
guidance on end-of-life care
issues. The conference is
free and all are welcome to
attend.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Hog roast
ATTICA — St. Francis
Xavier Church, 407 S. Perry
St., will hold a hog roast
from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 26. Cost is $8 for
adults and $5 for children
ages 12 and younger. Meals
will include a pulled pork
sandwich, two side dishes, a
beverage and dessert. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the
door. Carry-outs will be
available. All are invited to
attend.

Cemetery cleanup
LAFAYETTE — Fall cleanup
will be held at St. Boniface
Cemetery from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27. All
articles and decorations are
subject to cleanup. Any per-
sonal items or decorations
must be removed before
cleanup begins. They may
be returned to the designat-
ed area after cleanup.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack and/or a
beverage to share. For more
information, contact Jeff and
Marlene Jarboe at 765-567-
2216 or jmj357mmj@
gmail.com.

Caregiver Healing Retreat
LAFAYETTE — Caregiver

Companion and the
Lafayette diocese’s Office of
Family Life invite all care-
givers to a Caregiver Heal-
ing Retreat from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, at
the Franciscan Education
Center, 1501 Hartford St.
The ecumenical, Christian
retreat is being offered to all
caregivers in need of
refreshment, encouragement
and spiritual support, in
honor of National Family
Caregiver Month this
November. Speakers Deb
Kelsey-Davis and Kelly
Johnson, co-founders of
Nourish for Caregivers, will
present and provide
insights, personal experi-
ences and stories about the
caregiving journey. The day
will include time for prayer
and reflection, music, mas-
sage therapy, blessing of the
hands, care bags, fellow-
ship, lunch and more. Regis-
ter for the retreat online at
www.caregivercompanion.
org/retreat or call the office
at 765-423-1879. Registration
fee is $10 per person.
Checks should be made
payable to Caregiver Com-
panion and mailed to Care-
giver Companion, 612
Wabash Ave., Lafayette, IN
47905 before Nov. 1. Seating
is limited, so early registra-
tion is encouraged. All pro-
ceeds will benefit and pro-
vide resources to local care-
givers.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Nov. 2, at St.

Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Bazaar
MUNCIE — The Women’s
Association of St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar on Friday, Nov. 2,
and Saturday, Nov. 3. The
bazaar will begin from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday,
including a chili dinner
hosted by the men’s Bible
study group. The event will
continue from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday with the
bazaar, brunch and a craft
area for children. Also on
Friday, children are invited
to attend tea at the bazaar
and play games, enjoy a
snack, complete a craft item
and have their photo taken
with a princess and super-
hero. Sittings will be from
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 6:15
p.m. to 7:45 p.m. Cost is $15
per child to attend the tea.
Participants are welcome to
dress up as their favorite
princess/prince/superhero,
but costumes are not
required. Reservations are
required for the tea and
spots are limited. For more
information or to make a
reservation, e-mail 
akernstberger@yahoo.com.
For other bazaar informa-
tion, e-mail nataliemain13@
gmail.com.

Holiday bazaar
ELWOOD — St. Joseph
Parish will hold its 24th
annual holiday bazaar from

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 3, in the church center.
Lunch will be served from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The
event will feature many
booths with plenty of new,
vintage and handcrafted
items. There also will be a
bake sale, “Attic Treasures,”
a quilt raffle, a raffle for a
Joe Rice glass lamp and
homemade noodles from
the Knights of Columbus.
All are invited to attend.

2018 Missionary 
Discipleship Conference
CARMEL — The diocesan
Office of Catechesis, in con-
junction with the Notre
Dame McGrath Institute for
Church Life, will host the
2018 Missionary Disciple-
ship Conference from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 3,
at St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish. Dr. Timothy O’Mal-
ley will be the keynote
speaker as participants
explore the first steps in
“Living as Missionary Dis-
ciples.” The keynote and
breakout sessions will
explore the theology of
encounter, how to create an
environment conducive to
encountering Jesus Christ,
and reflecting on our spiri-
tuality and how we can be
open to encountering Jesus.
Participants also will dis-
cuss ways of fostering this
in their ministry. The entire
day also will be available in
Spanish. For registration
forms and online registra-
tion, visit https://www.
dol-in.org/missionary
discipleshipconference. For
more information, e-mail

Evelyn Burton at eburton@
dol-in.org.

Turkey dinner
DELPHI — St. Joseph Parish
will hold its annual turkey
dinner from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, in
Honan Hall. Dinners will
include turkey, dressing,
mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, cranberry
sauce or applesauce, roll,
beverage and dessert. Cost
is $9 for adults, $4 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 and free
for children under age 6.
Carry-outs will be available
for an additional 50 cents
per meal. All are invited.

“Surviving the Holidays”
seminar for those who are
grieving
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will offer a “Surviv-
ing the Holidays” seminar
for people who are grieving
a loved one’s death. The
two-hour seminar will offer
strategies for dealing with
emotions that may be faced
during the holidays; what to
do about traditions and
other changes; tips for sur-
viving social events; and
how to discover hope for
the future. The seminar will
be offered three times: 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 8; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 11; and 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Monday, Nov. 12. Cost
for materials is $5 per per-
son. For more information
or to register, contact Sue
Schmitz at 317-585-1257, ext.
120, or sue.schmitz@
hspgeist.org.

LEGAL NOTICE
As the actual dwelling place of the

Respondent named below is unknown
to the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the Dio-
cese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we hereby
cite the said Respondent to contact the
Tribunal of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana, located at 2300 S. 9th St.,
Lafayette, IN 47909-2400, on or before
the date designated for the purpose of
making answer to the possible dissolu-
tion of the marriage of the Respondent
herein designated:
CASE TITLE: 2016-1020 Benedict-
Henderson
RESPONDENT: Steven Scott Henderson
DESIGNATED DATE: Oct. 31, 2018
Notice is hereby served that unless the

said Respondent contacts the Tribunal
on or before the date designated above,
or offers sufficient reason for absence,
the requirements of Canon Law regard-
ing notification shall be considered ful-
filled and the case shall proceed accord-
ing to the norm of the Law. Anyone,
clerical or laical, who knows the present
address of the above mentioned is
bound to make known this citation.

Father David L. Rasner, J.C.L.,   
Judge

Niall Hickey, Ecclesiastical Notary

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is finan-
cial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations can
make a world of differ-
ence:

• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assis-
tance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org to learn more.

• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around the
world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.
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Parish Twinning Program of
the Americas.

CINCH, he said, offers a
valuable mix of educational
sessions and social interac-
tion.

“It’s about networking
and the ability to share with
others,” Newell said. “It’s
people power, connecting
names with faces ... (Volun-
teering) can be lonely. It’s
good to find that there are
people all over the Midwest
who also are involved in
Haiti.”

Nationwide, more than
300 U.S. churches — includ-
ing 15 parishes in the
Lafayette diocese —
have  twinning relationships
with Haitian churches. 

“More than 120 churches
in Haiti still need a twinning
partner,” Newell said.

Overall, 63 Indiana
churches have twinning
arrangements in Haiti. 

Deacon Ron Pyle, of the
Chicago suburb of Scher-
erville, Ind., said that his
bishop wants parishes in the
Diocese of Gary to get
involved. St. Michael the
Archangel Parish is now
twinned with Notre Dame
de la Merci Parish, in Jacque-
syl, a fishing village on
Haiti’s north coast. A mis-
sion trip is planned for late
January 2019.

He said he came to the
CINCH gathering “to see
what other people are doing,
and to gain from their expe-
rience. Tons of my questions
have been answered.”

Deacon Pyle said that stu-
dents at St. Michael the
Archangel’s school hope to
help their Haitian counter-
parts with school-related
items. Water pollution is a
major issue in Jacquesyl, and
the Indiana parish hopes to
help with that, too.

Most attendees were from
the Lafayette diocese. They
included Curt and Christine
Haussmann, of St. Joseph
Parish in Rochester. It is
twinned with Our Lady of
the Immaculate Conception
Parish in Mariani, Haiti.

Christine has made 21
mission trips to Haiti; Curt
has made five.

Thanks to the CINCH
gatherings, Curt said, “you
learn how other people have
dealt with similar issues. A
lot of good information is
made available.” 

The Rochester parish’s
early medical missions often

found evidence of malnutri-
tion, Christine said, but
today, diabetes, high blood
pressure and back pain are
more common. Twenty years
ago, people often rode don-
keys; now they’re on motor-
cycles.

Still, infrastructure is
often primitive. Curt said
that it’s not unusual for one
member of a family to spend
most of his day hauling
water from the community
well to the house.

Christine said that visiting
Haiti has made her appreci-
ate everyday things.

“We flip a switch and the
lights come on. We turn a
faucet, and water comes
out,” she said.

“The people are so appre-
ciative of what you do for
them,” Curt said. “They’ve
become family to us.”

One guest speaker was
Gigi Pomerantz, founder
and executive director of
Milwaukee-based Youthaiti.

Her 10-year-old organization
has 12 employees and a mul-
tipurpose “Center for Sus-
tainable Development” in
Haiti. It promotes sanitation,
general hygiene and men-
strual hygiene.

Open defecation — which
is extremely common —
fouls most Haitian water
sources, resulting in cholera,
dysentery, typhoid and other
diseases.

Surveys show that only 17
percent of Haitians have
access to sanitation. Only
half of all adult Haitians are
literate, which hampers
some educational efforts.

Youthaiti works with local
communities to build com-
munity toilets for schools.
The recipients are expected
to pay part of the cost, and
supply part of the labor.

“Imagine a school with no
toilet,” Pomerantz said in an
interview before her talk. 

To date, 29 have been
installed.

Her group also has helped
provide 450 shallow-pit
composting toilets for
homes. No running water is
needed. In rural areas, a con-
crete cap, with a hole in the
center, is placed atop the 3-
foot-deep hole. Solid waste
is covered in leaves or ashes
and allowed to decompose.
When the toilet hole is full, a
tree or plant is planted in its
place. The concrete cap is
then moved to another hole.

In towns, two holes are
dug side by side. When one
is filled, the family shifts to
the other one. The contents
are dug out and the compost
is used as fertilizer.

“We do a lot of hygiene
education,” Pomerantz said.
Most Haitians have never
had a toilet, so they must be
taught to keep it clean. Hand
washing is stressed.

“It takes so much commu-
nity education so (toilets) are
used appropriately,” she
said. “Every time I get dis-

couraged, someone sends an
e-mail saying how grateful
they are.”

Youthaiti also is trying to
change the culture as it per-
tains to female hygiene.
Often, Haitian girls and
young women skip school
during their monthly peri-
ods, so they fall further and
further behind their class-
mates.

The girls often continue to
wear soiled underwear,
causing vaginal infections.
Pomerantz’s group is work-
ing on a project to help them
make and sell reusable cloth
pads.

Sister Larraine Lauter, an
Ursuline sister from
Louisville, Ky., discussed
“Water with Blessings,” a
program that supports
“Water Women” in 47 coun-
tries by providing training
and simple, easy-to-use
water filters. Each “Water
Woman” supplies free, safe
drinking water to her family
and three other families.

Local women are trained
as program leaders and coor-
dinators, which empowers
them and allows them to
serve their communities. 

“We rise to our best when
we are empowered and
trusted,” Sister Larraine
said.

“Community is the most
important thing these people
have,” she said. “... Commu-
nity is sacred. We as North
Americans need to be very
serious about that.”

The Sawyer PointOne fil-
ters are hand-powered,
using no electricity or chem-
icals. They remove 99.999
percent of all biological cont-
aminants, preventing dysen-
tery, cholera, typhoid and
intestinal parasites.

Each filter and pump,
with training materials, costs
$60 and has a lifetime war-
ranty

“Water with Blessings”
has been using the filters for
10 years and the “Water
Women” have consistently
reported that the children
drinking the water are com-
pletely free of such diseases
and parasites.

“We aim for solutions that
are fully human” ... and that
“helps people rise to their
destiny, not our destiny,” Sis-
ter Larraine said.

No matter how impover-
ished people may be, she
said, they “are the owners of
their own hope. We can’t
come in as heroes, to be lib-
erating forces.”

Haiti conference a time to connect, learn, recharge
Gigi Pomerantz,
left, was one of
the day’s guest
speakers. She
is the founder
and executive
director of 
Milwaukee-
based Youthaiti.
Lower left is
Deacon Ron
Pyle, an
attendee from
Schererville,
Ind. Lower right
are St. Joseph,
Rochester,
parishioners
Christine and
Curt Hauss-
mann. (Photos
by Kevin
Cullen)
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including: shedding light on
the state of suffering in the
world today; defining pallia-
tive medicine and hospice
care; and revealing how end-
of-life care can be successful-
ly practiced.

Dr. 
Rodden
pointed out
that many
people
believe 
palliative
care and
hospice to
be synony-
mous,

while in reality they are not
the same.  

Palliative care can and
oftentimes does begin at the
start of a new serious or life-
limiting diagnosis. It can
also occur when a chronic ill-
ness worsens. 

Hospice care is generally
advised when the end of a
person’s life is close. Howev-
er, there are also many
instances of people living
years on and off hospice
care.

Palliative care takes a
multidisciplinary team that
includes physicians, nurses,
social workers and chap-
lains. The team is used to
address physical, psycholog-
ical and spiritual distress,
social issues, advance care
planning and goals of each
individual’s care. The team
advises on physical pain,
emotional pain, financial
distress and advanced care
planning.

“I thought one of the most
poignant parts of Dr. Rod-
den’s presentation was
when she told the story of
patient ‘Mr. W,’” said Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel parish-
ioner Judy Clancy. “It put
into perspective what some
people might believe an
elderly, ill patient is unable
to do ... to what he can truly
achieve even towards the
end of his life.”

“Mr. W” was an 84-year-
old male with no living rela-
tives. He had a progressive
neurological condition
(Parkinson’s), associated
arthritis, gait dysfunction
and he fell quite often. He
developed swallowing diffi-
culties and had problems
with aspiration. He was los-
ing weight and the ability to
speak.  

Dr. Rodden explained that
there are some people who,
after hearing Mr. W’s clinical

diagnoses, would assume
that he was a burden on soci-
ety, that he was obviously
suffering and that would be
just cause for providing him
the “right to die” to end his
misery.  

Patient “Mr. W” was then
revealed to be Karol Wojtyla
— St. John Paul II — who
was seriously ill for several
years before his death in
2005.

“Dying in today’s world
is difficult,” explained Dr.
Rodden. “Life can often be
prolonged due to advances
in medicine, but to what
end? In society today, death

is looked at as evil, and there
can be misguided compas-
sion on when life should
end.” 

The doctor went on to
note that seven states now
have made physician-assist-
ed suicide legal. In Indiana, a
bill was proposed on Jan. 4,
2018, by state Rep. Matt
Pierce, D-Bloomington, to
legalize assisted suicide in
this state. Dr. Rodden
encouraged all in attendance
to reach out to Indiana law-
makers to reject such bills
and support the dignity of
life for all. 

“Ordinary” and “extraor-

dinary” care were discussed
at length. Dr. Rodden point-
ed out that all palliative care
physicians work with not
only their patient, but with
their families, too, to deter-
mine what burdens of treat-
ments might outweigh the
benefits, stressing that it is
unique to each patient. 

“My job is to care for you
and everyone who loves
you,” Dr. Rodden said. “The
last page of everyone’s story
impacts the pages before it.”

“A Catholic Guide to
Health Care Directives” was
handed out to all in atten-
dance at the presentation,

and Dr. Rodden applauded
the fact that the Indiana
Catholic Conference had
published the document.
Raising the piece up in the
air, she encouraged every-
one to take the time to read
and complete the document.  

“Physicians want to honor
their patients’ wishes, but
oftentimes do not know
them. You are very lucky to
have a resource such as this
in your state,” she said.

“I attended the presenta-
tion because I desire to
understand how to apply
my faith to my health and
self-care,” said 22-year-old
Natalie Laskowski. “I recog-
nize as a young adult, my
duty may one day be to care
for my parents or grand-
mother, which would be
inclusive of understanding
what our faith tradition as
Catholics teaches. The wis-
dom from Dr. Rodden was a
necessary reminder of our
duty as Catholics to respect
the value of life at every
stage.”

As her presentation con-
cluded, Dr. Rodden com-
mented that she will contin-
ue to work on initiatives to
improve education
and awareness about pallia-
tive care and advocate
against physician-assisted
suicide locally and national-
ly.

“I look at myself as a mid-
wife for the soul,” she said.
“I am blessed.”

Palliative medicine physician offers insights on ‘Intensive Caring’

Palliative care takes a multidisciplinary team that includes physicians, nurses, social
workers and chaplains. The team is used to address physical, psychological and spiritu-
al distress, social issues, advance care planning and goals of each individual’s care. 

Resources and Helpful Documents
for End-of-Life Issues

• Indiana Catholic Health Care Directive, Indiana Catholic
Conference, 317-236-1455, www.indianacc.org, e-mail
ICC@archindy.org

• Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services, 6th Edition 2018, United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org

• “Find Your Legislator,” Indiana General Assembly,
www.iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/ 

Palliative care services at some Indiana hospitals: 

• Ascension Health Healthcare Ethics,
https://ascension.org/Our-Mission/Healthcare-Ethics 
(St. Vincent hospitals)

• Franciscan Health Palliative Care, https:www.franciscan
health.org/health-care-services/palliative-care-282 
(Franciscan Health hospitals)

• Indiana University Health Palliative Care,
https://iuhealth.org/find-medical-services/palliative-care 
(Indiana University hospitals)

Dr. Rodden
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Oct. 20,
1968: Bishop Raymond J.
Gallagher of Lafayette has
been elected the first presi-
dent of Indiana’s Interreli-
gious Commission on
Human Equality. Its mem-
bership includes the state’s
five Catholic dioceses, the
Indiana Jewish Community
Relations Council and some
30 Protestant judicatories.

• 25 years ago, Oct. 17,
1993: The Sisters of St.
Joseph of Tipton will host an
open house this month —
“New Beginnings Begun” —
at their home, the St. Joseph
Center. The center has been
renovated to accommodate
residents and retired sisters.

• 10 years ago, Oct. 19,
2008: Members of the St.
Anne Study Club of St. Au-
gustine Parish, Rensselaer,
recently celebrated 50 years
of prayer, reflection and ser-
vice to the parish. Two char-
ter members of the club are
still active.

• Five years ago, Oct. 20,
2013: The Sisters of St. Fran-
cis of Perpetual Adoration
will host a celebration of
their 150th anniversary next
month at St. Boniface Parish
in Lafayette. Mass will be
celebrated by Bishop Timo-
thy L. Doherty, followed by
a reception.

Saints 
of the week

John Paul II
(1920 - 2005)
Feast: Oct. 22

When this popular
pope died, crowds in St.
Peter’s Square chanted
“santo subito” (“sainthood
now”). The Vatican
heard, and his sainthood
cause was put on the fast
track; he was beatified in
2011 and canonized in
2013. 

A Pole and former
actor shaped by World
War II and the Cold War,
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of
Krakow was the first
non-Italian pope in 455
years. In his 26-year pon-
tificate, he evangelized
on trips to 129 countries,
upheld traditional
Church doctrine against
dissent, connected with
the world’s youth and
named more than 450
new saints.

(Catholic News Service)

Comforting the sorrowful: pray, respect, remember
By Laura Kelly Fanucci 
Catholic News Service

W hat surprised me
most was not that
she had carried

her grief quietly for
half a century. Not
that she could tell me
exactly how old her
babies would be
today. Not that her
bright eyes brimmed
with tears as she
shared her story
with a stranger.

What shocked me
was that after we fin-
ished talking, I looked up to
find another woman waiting
to speak to me about her
own losses. Then another be-
hind her. And another. And
another.

After speaking and writ-
ing publicly about infertility,

miscarriage and infant loss, I
have gotten used to the fact
— indeed, the grace — that
whenever one shares a story,
others come forward to tell
their own. 

But I still carry the
memory of that first
night, in a parish not
far from mine, where
woman after woman
waited to share their
same silent sorrow.

Each one taught
me how the heaviest
stories are made
lighter when we
carry them together.

We sat and talked for nearly
an hour. Nothing was fixed
by our conversation or tears,
but we left lighter.

“Bear one another’s bur-
dens, and so you will fulfill
the law of Christ,” wrote St.
Paul (Gal 6:2). The same ex-

hortation holds true for us
today, especially this month.

As Catholics, our call to
family life — within our own
families and the wider body
of Christ — commands us to
carry out these works of
mercy. To comfort the sor-
rowful. To pray for the living
and the dead. 

October is Respect Life
Month. It’s also Pregnancy
and Infant Loss Awareness
Month and the month of the
rosary. 

A perfect time to take up
our call to pray for those
who are grieving the loss of
life at its very beginning. 

Even those at the end of
their earthly life, the wise
ones who have learned
much from their length of
days, still carry the weight of
this grief. 

Facing the pain of the be-

reaved is daunting for all of
us. Even after writing a book
on miscarriage for Catholic
couples, I still hesitate each
time I pen a sympathy card
or wait in line after a funeral.
What can I possibly say?

But October reminds me
to serve with the simplest
acts of love: respect, pray
and remember. To be the
Church that reaches out with
mercy, honors each life lost
and continues to care for the
bereaved.

When people ask me what
to say to someone in their
life who has lost a child, I
offer four simple phrases,
the four I fall back on every
time. “I’m so sorry. I love
you. I’m here for you. You
and your child will not be
forgotten.”

This is how we grow into
greater compassion for those

who mourn. Respect the
depth of their grief, pray for
their healing and remember
their pain over time. 

“I have thought about my
babies every day since,” the
last woman in line told me
that night. Bent over a walk-
er, she leaned forward with a
shaky whisper. “Every day
since.” 

I cannot forget her words.
I hope you will remember,
too.

Fanucci is a mother, writer
and director of a project on vo-
cation at the Collegeville Insti-
tute in Collegeville, Minn. She
is the author of several books,
including “Everyday Sacra-
ment: The Messy Grace of Par-
enting,” and blogs at
www.motheringspirit.com.

Guest column

Laura Kelly
Fanucci

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Joseph Church, Kentland.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Sacred Heart School in Fowler recently held its 11th annual walk-a-
thon. Students gather pledges and donations and then walk a 5K
throughout the town of Fowler. Above left is the annual all-school 

picture. Above right are members of the sixth-grade class in front of a
mural in Fowler. (Photos provided)
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