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Join the celebration!

The Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana con-
tinues its yearlong 75th
anniversary celebration
through Oct. 21, 2019.
Join us in “Uniting in the
Heart of Jesus” through-
out the coming year. For
more information, visit
www.dol-in.org.

‘Deacon’s Pantry’ at St. Lawrence Parish, Muncie, serves hundreds in need

By Chuck Jansen
For The Catholic Moment

MUNCIE — When it
comes to helping people in
need, assistance takes
many forms. At St.
Lawrence Parish in
Muncie, the method of
touching the lives of the
less fortunate in Delaware
County took on a new look
starting this past summer.

For the past 20 years or
so, people could stop by
the rectory once a month

and get a bag of groceries.
The problem was, all the
bags contained the same
items. That meant a family
of six with four children
would get the same items
as an elderly couple.

Plus, the recipients had
no input as to what food
they were receiving. There
is no doubt some of the
food ultimately went to
waste.

(Continued on Page 8)
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A mes-
sage
from
Bishop
Timothy
Doherty
to the
people

of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana and
a special invitation to
join in prayer during the
upcoming week, on
Page 2.

57 years a priest, Father Ziegler dies at 83
By Kevin Cullen
For the Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Ever
upbeat, vivacious and ani-
mated, Father Ambrose
Ziegler — a.k.a. “Father
Ziggy” — was a white-
haired whirlwind, an
engaged and engaging fol-
lower of Christ.

“We just loved him. He
was so wonderful,” said
Mary Bean, a parishioner at
St. Cecilia Church, DeMotte.
“He just always came in
with such an upbeat spirit. I
remember him saying,
‘Hello, family!’ when he
would start Mass. He always
got everybody singing,
whether they wanted to or

not. He always brought a
smile to everyone’s face.”

Father Ziegler died Oct.
22 at age 83. A funeral Mass

was scheduled for Oct. 30 at
the Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception,
Lafayette. Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty was the principal
celebrant; concelebrants
included Bishop Emeritus
William L. Higi and other
priests of the diocese. Burial
was in Sacred Heart Church
Cemetery in Remington.

Father Ziegler was born
Aug. 2, 1935, in Otterbein, a
Benton County farming
community, the youngest of
six children. 

He grew up in the farm-
ing community of Reming-
ton and attended Sacred
Heart School there. 

After Our Lady of the
Lake Seminary in Wawasee,

Ind., he attended Saint Mein-
rad Seminary in St. Meinrad,
Ind. 

He was ordained by Bish-
op (later Cardinal) John Car-
berry on May 27, 1961, and
celebrated his first Mass at
Sacred Heart Church, Rem-
ington, his home parish.

It was in Remington, help-
ing the pastor, Father James
Fitzgerald, that young
Ambrose felt a call to holy
orders. He once said that he
served Mass every day,
helped in the rectory garden
and gathered flowers to dec-
orate the altar.

The Ziegler family home
had no electricity or indoor
plumbing. To earn money, 

(Continued on Page 3)

Father Ambrose Ziegler

National
Vocation

Awareness
Week

WASHINGTON — The
Catholic Church in the Unit-
ed States will celebrate
National Vocation Aware-
ness Week on Nov. 4-10.
This annual event is a spe-
cial time for parishes across
the nation to foster a culture
of vocations for the priest-
hood, diaconate and conse-
crated life. 

Pope Francis, in his mes-
sage for the
2018 World
Day of
Vocations,
empha-
sized that it
is at the
loving ini-
tiative of
God, and
by his per-
sonal encounter with each
of us, that one is called. 

“Even amid these trou-
bled times, the mystery of
the Incarnation reminds us
that God continually comes
to encounter us,” Pope Fran-
cis said. “He is God-with-us,
who walks along the often
dusty paths of our lives. 

(Continued on Page 4)

Pope Francis

Pastor Father David Hellmann (right) blesses the “Deacon’s Pantry” at St. Lawrence
Parish in Muncie before its opening earlier this year. (Photo provided)

‘The love 

of Jesus

preached

without

words’
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1) Deuteronomy 6:2-6
2) Hebrews 7:23-28
3) Gospel: Mark 12:28b-34

Monday, Nov. 5
1) Philippians 2:1-4
2) Gospel: Luke 14:12-14

Tuesday, Nov. 6
1) Philippians 2:5-11
2) Gospel: Luke 14:15-24

Wednesday, Nov. 7
1) Philippians 2:12-18
2) Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

Thursday, Nov. 8
1) Philippians 3:3-8a
2) Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

Friday, Nov. 9
1) Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 
2) 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 
16-17
3) Gospel: John 2:13-22

Saturday, Nov. 10
1) Philippians 4:10-19
2) Gospel: Luke 16:9-15

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

November 4
31st Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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The Sisters of Providence
of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods will celebrate the
feast of Our Lady of 
Providence with Mass at
11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 17.
Our Lady of Providence is
one of many titles for
Mary, mother of Jesus.
The Mass will be celebrat-
ed in the Church of the
Immaculate Conception,
located 10 minutes north-
west of downtown Terre
Haute, and will include a
special blessing for fami-
lies. In May 1925, the Sis-
ters of Providence estab-
lished the National Shrine
of Our Lady of Providence,

and in 2014, the shrine was
rededicated in the
vestibule of the Church of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion. The Sisters of Provi-
dence and others gather at
the shrine to pray for the
many intentions sent to the
shrine. Special prayers are
offered for the needs of all
families, asking for the
protection and interces-
sions of Our Lady of Provi-
dence as Queen of the
Home. A feast day in the
Catholic tradition is a day
set aside to commemorate
the life of an individual or
a specific event. For more
information, call 812-535-
2952 or e-mail
jfrost@spsmw.org. For
more information about
the Sisters of Providence
and their ministries, visit
the Web site at 
sistersofprovidence.org.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

This November, the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) will
gather for its annual Fall General
Assembly. During the meeting, which
takes place in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 12-
14, the full body of bishops, myself
included, will address a variety of
vital issues confronting the Church
and society; most especially,
the recent sexual abuse crisis. 

The idea of a general council
of bishops dates back to 1917,
when spiritual care was need-
ed for service members during
World War I. In 1966, the
National Conference of
Catholic Bishops (NCCB) and
the United States Catholic
Conference (USCC) were
established. According to the
USCCB Web site, the NCCB attended
to the Church’s own affairs in the
country, fulfilling the Vatican Council’s
mandate that bishops “jointly exercise
their pastoral office” (Decree on the
Bishops’ Pastoral Office in the Church,
#38). 

In the USCC, the bishops collaborat-
ed with other Catholics to address
issues that concern the Church as part
of the larger society. Its committees
included laypeople, clergy and reli-
gious, in addition to the bishops.

On July 1, 2001, the NCCB and the

USCC were combined to form the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops. It continues the pastoral mis-
sion, but has no governance authority
over individual bishops or dioceses.

The mission of the USCCB, as out-
lined on its Web site, is the following: 

• To act collaboratively and consis-
tently on vital issues con-
fronting the Church and soci-
ety.

• To foster communion with
the Church in other nations,
within the Church universal,
under the leadership of its
supreme pastor, the Roman
Pontiff.

• To offer appropriate assis-
tance to each bishop in fulfill-
ing his particular ministry in

the local Church.
All of the bishops form approxi-

mately 17 committees, each with its
own particular responsibility. As many
of you know, I currently serve as the
chair of the Committee on the Protec-
tion of Children and Young People,
and as a member of the Administra-
tive Committee (Board of Trustees).

In advance of this year’s assembly,
where we will continue making critical
decisions in response to the clergy sex-
ual abuse crisis, the U.S. bishops are
joining together in a commitment of

prayer and reparation. With my broth-
er bishops across the nation, I will be
dedicating myself to seven days of
intensified prayer and fasting, from
Monday, Nov. 5, through Sunday, Nov.
11. The intentions for this period of
prayer and sacrifice are three-fold:

• For the healing and support of all
victims of clergy sexual abuse.

• For the conversion and just pun-
ishment of the perpetrators and con-
cealers of sexual abuse.

• For the strength of the bishops to
be holy shepherds in protecting and
leading our sheep from all harm.

If you feel called to do so, you are
welcome to join me in praying for
these intentions. I would also be grate-
ful for any prayers for me and my
brother bishops during our general
assembly, that we may follow the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in
responding to the tragedy of clergy
sexual abuse in the Church.

Please be assured of my prayers for
you, as well.

Sincerely,

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty

Knights of Columbus Council 6923 of Fishers
recently asked brother Knight Deacon Steve Seitz to
tell about his journey to the permanent diaconate at the
council’s October business meeting. Deacon Seitz, a
member of St. Louis de Montfort Parish, Fishers, and
now serving as a deacon at the parish, told about some
of his experiences during the five-year formation peri-
od. During the meeting, Grand Knight John Baughman
also presented the September Knight of the Month
Award to Deacon Seitz. (Photo provided)

F R O M  B I S H O P  T I M O T H Y  L .  D O H E R T Y

A message to the people of the Lafayette diocese

Bishop
Doherty
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Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings

Change of address?
Send it to us at 

moment@dol-in.org!
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Two plots
Our Lady of Peace Cemetery

9001 Haverstick Road, Indianapolis
Our Lady of Guadalupe Section C,

lots 433 and 434. Significant 
discount from $8,000 purchase

price. Call Joe Striebel, 
765-776-0566, to discuss.

Paul Markiewicz
Registered Principal

INVESTMENTS
Investment Planning Services

● IRA’s - IRA ● Stocks
  lump sum rollovers ● Tax Free Bonds
● Roth IRA’s ● CD’s
● Mutual Funds ● Monthly Incomes
● U.S. Gov’t Sec. ● Annuities
● 401K’s, SIMPLE ● Long-Term Health
  & SEP IRA’S Care Insurance

Mar ion Of f ice Peru Of f ice
328 S Nor ton St 16 N. Miami St .
765-664-4228 765-473-7211Members FINRA & SIPC

Beloved longtime priest remembered for ‘joy-filled’ spirit
(Continued from Page 1)

starting at age 9, he set pins
at a bowling alley. He also
cared for babies, ironed
clothes and had three news-
paper routes. 

In a 2011 interview, Father
Ziegler said he always was
drawn to “the joy and inter-
actions priests had with the
people. I think it’s important
for people to know
that priests have
their struggles, too. I
tell them not to put
priests up on a
pedestal. People
today want to know
your spiritual strug-
gles, fears and
dreams. I believe in
taking the teachings
and Scripture and
putting them in simple
terms.

“Christ challenges us to
do great things — a privilege
I have had in the priest-
hood,” he said. “Looking
back, I am absolutely
amazed at what the Holy
Spirit can do and at the num-
ber of lives I have touched ...
Several times I have had the
sensation of my lips moving
and knowing that I’m not
the wisest fox in the den, but
God is using my tongue to
guide others to holiness.”

His first assignment was
as associate pastor of Sacred
Heart Church in Fowler. A
comment made in those
early days by Msgr. Aloysius
Copenolle of nearby St. John
the Baptist Church, Earl
Park, was never forgotten. It
came after Father Ziegler

had preached at the closing
of 40 Hours.

“He told me, ‘Sonny boy,
if you continue to preach like
that, being practical, person-
al and spiritual, you are
going to turn out to be a
great preacher,’” Father
Ziegler recalled in a 2011
Catholic Moment interview
on the 50th anniversary of
his ordination. “For an old

priest helping a
young priest, that
inspired me and
stuck with me.”

In 1964, Father
Ziegler was named
associate pastor of St.
Mary Church,
Muncie. In 1972, he
was named pastor of
St. Joseph Church,
Delphi. 

He became pastor of St.
Mary Church, Dunnington,
in 1981 and in 1985 was
named to a pastoral team at
All Saints Church, Logans-
port, while serving as
administrator at St. Eliza-
beth Church, Lucerne.

In 1986, he became pastor
of St. Charles Church in
Otterbein, and of the former
St. Bridget Church in Barry-
dale. 

He was transferred to
Lafayette in 1995 to serve as
pastor of St. Ann Church. 

In 1997, he was named
pastor of St. Augusta Church
in Lake Village. He retired in
2002.

Father Ziegler’s energy
and “people” skills led to
many involvements: Rotary,
the Christian Family Move-
ment, Catholic Youth Orga-

nization, migrant ministry,
anti-poverty programs, Mar-
riage Encounter, Christ
Renews His Parish and ecu-
menical work. 

Although he was a cancer
survivor, in retirement he
often filled in for other
priests so they could leave
on vacations. He also visited
nursing homes and schools.

Father Dennis Faker, pas-
tor of St. Cecilia Parish,
DeMotte, grew up in Rem-
ington.

“During my childhood in
Remington, all the church
people said that Father
Ziegler was the first person,
ever, from Remington, Indi-
ana, to become a priest,” he
said. “He was like this myth-
ical figure. It wasn’t until my
second year of seminary that
I actually met him.”

That was at the Cathedral
of St. Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception in Lafayette.
Father Ziegler, then retired,
was in residence there; the
future Father Faker had a
summer assignment at the
parish.

“He took me under his
wing and gave me the facts
of life as a priest,” Father

Faker said. “We grew closer
through the years. He was a
joy-filled person who every-
one loved dearly.”

Later, when Father Faker
was pastor of St. Bernard
Church in Crawfordsville,
Father Ziegler happily
agreed to fill in for him when
needed.

“What stood out was that
if during that weekend
someone wanted to get mar-
ried, or if there was first rec-
onciliation, he’d say, ‘No
problem!’” Father Faker
recalled. “I remember when
one of my parishioner’s
granddaughters wanted to
get married. I was going on a
planned vacation, so I said,
‘Only if Father Ziegler will
agree.’ He said, ‘Oh, yes!
That’s a no-brainer!’ He was
such a joy to be around.”

Deacon Joe VanSchepen
met Father Ziegler when the
priest was pastor at St.
Augusta Church, Lake Vil-
lage.

“Once you met him,
you’d never forget him,” the
deacon said. “He never had
any trouble connecting with
people.

“I think his outlook on the
Church was pretty much as I
look at it ... He was kind of
down-to-earth, as I am. We
were kind of the same per-
spective,” he said.

For instance, Father
Ziegler was known for per-
sonalizing his homilies,
adding anecdotes and obser-
vations as he went on to
engage people and show
them how the Scripture
readings applied to them in

their everyday lives.
“He’d do whatever he felt

he needed to do to reach the
people he was talking to,”
the deacon said. “In working
with him at Mass, he kind of
pushed that approach — you
need to say whatever you
need to say to reach the peo-
ple.”

It worked. When word of
Father Ziegler’s death
spread through the diocese,
parishioners who saw him
only once or twice a year at
their parishes mourned the
loss and spoke of him with
the love and affection usual-
ly reserved for a familiar
pastor, he said.

When Deacon VanSchep-
en entered formation for the
diaconate, Father Ziegler
was enthusiastic and sup-
portive. 

As their friendship grew,
the deacon recalled, “he real-
ly encouraged me to keep
going, to keep pushing the
diaconate with people. He
was a great backer of the dia-
conate.”

One of the most impor-
tant bits of advice came
when Father Ziegler dis-
cussed a special ministry:
visiting the residents of
nursing homes.

“The main thing he said
was, ‘Listen. Don’t do all the
talking. Listen. The people
want to talk,’” Deacon Van-
Schepen recalled. “That is a
very good approach. Some-
times you just need to listen.
They might never get a visi-
tor, other than from people
doing ministry.”

Father 
Ziegler

“Looking back, I am

absolutely amazed at

what the Holy Spirit can

do and at the number of

lives I have touched ...” 

— Father Ziegler, 

in a 2011 interview
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National Vocation Awareness Week

Priests and deacons of the Lafayette diocese celebrating special ordination anniversaries in 2019

60 years

Father Donald
Gross

Ordained May 30,
1959

Granted 
retirement in 2013

55 years

Father Philip
Bowers

Ordained June
13, 1964
Granted

retirement in 2014

35 years

Father Dennis
O’Keeffe

Ordained May 19,
1984

Pastor, 
St. Alphonsus

Liguori, Zionsville

35 years

Father Dennis
Goth

Ordained May 19,
1984

Pastor,
St. John the Baptist,

Tipton

25 years

Father Alejandro
Paternoster

Ordained June 4,
1994

Associate pastor, 
Our Lady of 

Mt. Carmel, Carmel

60 years

Bishop Emeritus
William L. Higi

Ordained May 30,
1959

Granted 
retirement in 2010

50 years

Father Robert
Moran

Ordained May 24,
1969

Pastor, Immaculate
Conception, 

Portland

10 years

Father Christopher
Shocklee

Ordained June 6,
2009

Pastor, 
St. Bernard, 

Crawfordsville

5 years

Father Stephen
Duquaine

Ordained June 7,
2014

Auditor, 
Ecclesiastical

Tribunal

5 years

Father Timothy
Combs, OP

Ordained Sept. 13,
2014

Associate pastor, 
St. Thomas Aquinas,

West Lafayette

5 years

Father Peter
Logsdon

Ordained June 7,
2014

Pastor, St. Mary,
Union City, & St.

Joseph, Winchester

40 years

Father Richard
Weisenberger

Ordained May 19,
1979

Pastor,
St. Joseph,

Lebanon

40 years

Deacon Chuck
Jindrich

Ordained Dec. 16,
1979

St. Thomas
Aquinas, 

West Lafayette

40 years

Father Dominic
Young

Ordained March 10,
1979

Pastor, 
St. Ann,

Lafayette

A special time to foster, pray for a culture of vocations
(Continued from Page 1)

“He knows our anxious
longing for love and he calls
us to joy,” the pope said. “In
the diversity and the unique-
ness of each and every voca-
tion, personal and ecclesial,
there is a need to listen, dis-
cern and live this word that
calls to us from on high and,
while enabling us to develop
our talents, makes us instru-
ments of salvation in the
world and guides us to full
happiness.” 

National Vocation Aware-
ness Week, sponsored by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ (USCCB) Commit-
tee on Clergy, Consecrated
Life and Vocations, is
designed to help promote
vocation awareness and to
encourage young people to
ask the question: “To what
vocation in life is God calling
me?” 

Parish and school com-
munities across the nation
are encouraged to include,

during the first week in
November, special activities
that focus on vocation
awareness and provide
opportunities for prayerful
discernment.

Contemporary society is
all too often saturated by
constant activity and noise,
so it is important this week
to encourage young discern-
ers to take time for silent,
contemplative prayer. 

Results of studies con-
ducted by the Center for
Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA), notes
that 72 percent of those
ordained to the priesthood
or solemnly professed with-
in the last year cited partici-
pation in Eucharistic adora-
tion as a prayer experience
that proved influential in
their discernment. 

Cardinal Joseph Tobin,
chairman of the U.S. bish-
ops’ Committee on Clergy,
Consecrated Life and Voca-
tions, echoes this finding,
stating: “Quiet reflection and

prayer are essential elements
for vocational discernment.
It is in the interior depths of
our heart where we hear the
voice of Christ, where he
speaks to us, and where he
reveals his will for our
lives.”

Observance of Vocation
Awareness Week began in
1976 when the U.S. bishops
designated the 28th Sunday

of the year for the celebra-
tion. It was later moved to
the feast of the Baptism of
the Lord in January. The U.S.
bishops’ Committee on Cler-
gy, Consecrated Life and
Vocations then moved the
observance to November to
engage Catholic schools and
colleges more effectively in
the effort.  

More information and

resources for National Voca-
tion Awareness Week, includ-
ing a prayer card, are
available online at:
http://www.usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/
vocations/national-vocation-
awareness-week.cfm

Information provided by the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Bishop 
Timothy L.
Doherty
stands with
Deacon
William 
Summerlin
(left) and 
Deacon Sean
Aaron (right),
who anticipate
ordination to
the priesthood
in 2019. 

(Photo by Bob
Nichols)
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National Vocation Awareness Week / Guest column

By Father Clayton 
Thompson

R eally, there was no
earthly reason for us
to spend time togeth-

er. I had not seen or even
talked to most of the mem-
bers of our little group for
five years. And not because
we wanted it that way; we
are simply just so different
from one another
that it didn’t occur to
us.

This year in mid-
October, the Mount
St. Mary’s Seminary
Class of 2013 gath-
ered to catch up. I
graduated with
excellent men five
years ago — some
real characters, too
— and it was a gift to see
them again.  

When we are together,
though, I always marvel at
the fact that we are far more
unlike one another than we
are alike. Yet, as we each
shared many of the stories,
laughs and trials of the past
five years of priesthood, I
also marveled at the incredi-
ble bond we share.  

Despite our differences,
there is one essential quality
that unites us more strongly
than those differences could
divide: At some point in our
lives, we each heard the

unmistakable call of Jesus to
be his priest; and, by God’s
grace, we each responded to
that call, and that response
forever changed the direc-
tion of each of our lives.  

Although none of us
would likely have chosen
our group, being chosen by
Christ creates a strong bond
among us. And spending
time with others who have

also experienced the
joy that comes from
responding to Jesus’
call is something I
would never have
missed.

Nov. 4-10 marks
National Vocation
Awareness Week.
Put simply, it is a call
to be aware that God
calls. Jesus still calls

young men and women to
follow him in distinct ways
that match the distinctive-
ness of each individual.  

Despite the broad array of
different personalities and
the unique personhood of
each of those that God calls,
in every vocation — the
Church numbers them as
priesthood, religious life,
marriage, and consecrated
life in the world — there is a
common experience: the joy
of living the life you were
created for. 

An abiding joy springs up
when someone can say: “I

have found the distinct path
in which Jesus calls me to
give of myself, to die to
myself, to learn to love
authentically, and so fully to
become myself.”

In light of the reality of
God’s call and the joy that
responding to it brings, I’d
like to share a consideration
and a challenge; St. Paul’s
words seem appropriate to
that end: But how are they to
hear without someone to
preach? (Rom 10:14)  

The Apostle is speaking
about people hearing the
Good News for the first time:
How can people be convert-
ed if no one accepts the role
of being the voice of Christ
that invites them to believe? 

It applies here, too: How
can young people discover
the vocation for which they
were created if no one
invites them to consider it?

In that light, allow me to
offer a few practical points
about being that voice of
invitation. I will limit my
comments here to inviting
youth to consider vocations
of service to the Church.

• For those who are
priests and religious — Tell
young people when you see
qualities in them that would
make a good priest or reli-
gious. Show the joy that
your vocation brings you
personally. Talk about it, too.

Don’t fall into the tempta-
tion that says that speaking
of the excellence and beauty
of your calling is a lack of
humility — it was Jesus’
choice that made you what
you are; you don’t have
much to boast of! Tell them
that you love being a priest
or religious sister/brother
and be specific as to why.

• For the lay faithful —
One of the most powerful
affirmations of a vocation
comes when another “nor-
mal person” tells a young
person that they would love
to have them as a priest or
religious at their parish.
After all, those priests and
religious are all biased any-
way (or so goes the logic);
but if the invitation comes
from you, it strikes in a dif-
ferent way.

• Please, never hound
someone. If every time you
see a young woman who
might have a vocation to be a
religious sister, you say, “So,
when are you going to the
convent?,” you might be
coming on a little heavy. A
simple, well-placed, sincere
encouragement is the far
more effective choice.

• Encourage, but don’t
tease. Regretfully, young
people who may legitimate-
ly have priestly or religious
vocations are often teased
(unintentionally) by adults.

Poking at the young man
who is clearly considering
the priesthood by saying,
“Nice black dress shoes; bet-
ter to get used to that color
now, I suppose,” doesn’t
encourage him in his dis-
cernment, as you might
think. If you think he should
consider being a priest, tell
him respectfully and pri-
vately — it will mean much
more to him.

• Our voice is always one
of invitation. No one but
God speaks with absolute
authority about the vocation
a young person might have.
Always be sure to invite, not
to speak as if you are dictat-
ing what someone’s vocation
is. This provides a young
person the space and free-
dom to consider his or her
call, without feeling the bur-
den of your expectations.

In the end, the call of Jesus
that unites us, that trans-
forms and elevates, and that
brings indescribable joy is
real; and it is still spoken to
young people today.  

Equally real — and far
more challenging — is the
truth that the voice that
invites a young person to
hear that call may very well
be yours.

Father Clayton Thompson is
diocesan director of vocations
and pastor of St. Joseph Parish
in Delphi.

Jesus’ call, your voice

Father
Thompson

Seminarians of the Lafayette diocese

• Rev. Mr. Sean M. Aaron
Home parish: St. Joan of

Arc Parish, Kokomo

• Michael K. Block
Home parish: Our Lady of

Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel

• Jordan Boone
Home parish: St. John

Vianney Parish, Fishers

• Jason Diebolt
Home parish: Our Lady of

Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel

• Brian Farrell
Home parish: St. Maria

Goretti Parish, Westfield

• Matthew Jakupco
Home parish: St. Elizabeth

Seton Parish, Carmel

• Thomas Kappes
Home parish: St. Mary

Parish, Muncie

• Andrew Morand
Home parish: 

St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish, Zionsville

• T.J. Slamkowski
Home parish: Our Lady of

Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel

• Rev. Mr. William T. 
Summerlin

Home parish: St. Maria
Goretti Parish, Westfield

• Liam Thompson
Home parish: St. Maria

Goretti Parish, Westfield

• Andrew Thornton 
Home parish: St. Francis

of Assisi Parish, Muncie

• Jeffrey Todd Jr.
Home parish: All Saints

Parish, Logansport

• Elliot Zak
Home parish: St. Boniface

Parish, Lafayette

Prayer for vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and
women to serve in
your Son’s King-
dom as priests,
deacons and con-
secrated persons.
Send your Holy
Spirit to help 
others to respond
generously and
courageously to
your call. May our
community of faith
support vocations
of sacrificial love in
our youth and
young adults.
Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever.

Amen.
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New book explores pope’s vision for permanent diaconate
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A
new book titled “Pope Francis:
Deacons — Servants of Charity,”
available from the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops,
“draws the reader into the
sacred ministry of the dia-
conate.”

The book “will inspire dea-
cons, those thinking of becom-
ing deacons, and all those
drawn to the service of charity
in the Church,” said a USCCB
news release announcing the
release of the book earlier this
year.

It discusses Pope Francis’
vision for the diaconate, with
deacons as ministers to the com-
munity of believers, in the ser-
vice of Christ, their bishop, the
poor and the body of Christ. 

In 1968, the U.S. bishops peti-
tioned the Vatican for permis-
sion to restore the diaconate in
this country. 

The Second Vatican Council
called for the return of a perma-
nent diaconate in the Latin
Church, and Blessed Paul VI
restored it in 1967. Although the
Eastern Catholic Churches kept
the permanent diaconate, for
hundreds of years the Latin
Church used the diaconate only
as a transitional stage to the
priesthood.

As of 2017, there were 18,287
permanent deacons in the Unit-
ed States. About 40 percent of
the world’s deacons are in this
country.

More than 25 permanent dea-
cons now live and serve in the
Lafayette diocese.

“Pope Francis: Deacons —
Servants of Charity” reviews the
renewal of the permanent dia-
conate and magisterial teachings
on the diaconate. 

It includes Pope Francis’
words on the diaconate when he
was archbishop of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, and his papal teach-

ings, including his 2013 apos-
tolic exhortation “Evangelii
Gaudium” (“The Joy of the
Gospel”), which lays out a
vision of the Church dedicated
to evangelization — or mission-
ary discipleship.

“Written through the eyes of a
deacon, this study of the perma-
nent diaconate discerns who
deacons are in relation to the
Church and the service that
flows from their interior charac-
ter as ordained ministers,
preachers of the Word, and
models of Christ,” the USCCB
release said about the book. “As
deacons move along the path of
charity, they herald the good
news of Jesus Christ in the
world.”

The book costs $19.95 and is
available to order online at:
https://store.usccb.org/
deacons-servants-of-charity-
p/7-583.htm

Sister Maria Clare (Heather) Smith, TOR, made her perpetual profession of vows
earlier this year at the Father of Mercy Chapel in Toronto, Ohio, at the motherhouse of
her community, the Franciscan Sisters, Third Order Regular of Penance of the Sorrowful
Mother. Sister Maria Clare vowed to live chastity, poverty and obedience for the whole of
her life. Above: Sister Maria Clare makes her profession of vows before Mother Mary
Ann Kessler, TOR. Mother Mary Ann, the reverend mother of the community, also gave
Sister Maria Clare a ring during the ceremony as a sign that she is a bride of Christ. 

Sister Maria Clare is a native of central Indiana. She was baptized at St. Luke Catholic
Church in Indianapolis and attended Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Carmel during
her childhood. She is the daughter of Gordon and Mary Ann Smith, who currently live in
Westfield and attend St. Maria Goretti Church. She has one older brother, four younger
brothers and two younger sisters. Sister Maria Clare taught religion at Guerin Catholic
High School in Noblesville from 2007 to 2008 and entered the Franciscan Sisters, TOR,
in August 2008. (Photos provided)

During the first part of the ceremony, Sister Maria Clare
wore a white cape over her habit, symbolizing a wedding
garment that also serves as a reminder of her baptism,
and a bridal crown of red and white roses. 
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Upcoming events and retreats

“Get Away for a Day”
Retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Come visit the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center for a day of
quiet and solitude from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 20. 

Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful campus, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, spend time in
prayer with the Lord in
the St. Joseph Chapel or in
one of the comfortable
rooms on the full-service
floor. Mass and confession
will also be available.

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes a single
day room and lunch.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions.

A minimum of five par-
ticipants is needed. This
retreat is available for men
and women age 19 and
older.

Register before Nov. 6
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 
or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585.

Women’s Silent Retreat

Begin the season of
Advent with a weekend
experience of the wonder
of silence and Scripture on
the beautiful campus of
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. 

This retreat will be held
from 7 p.m. Friday, Nov.
30, to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
2. The weekend will
include Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer, and
plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.  

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and five meals.
(Please have dinner prior
to checking in to the
retreat.) Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Cost is $170 per person.
A minimum of five partici-
pants is needed, with a
maximum of 10. This
retreat is available for
women age 19 and older.

Register before Nov. 23

by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 
or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585. 

Advent Day of Reflection 

Do you struggle with
balancing the Advent sea-
son of joyful waiting with
your responsibilities for
the holidays? Can you
prepare your heart for
Jesus ... and still prepare
holiday traditions for your
family? Get away from the
hustle and bustle and
spend some time in hope-
ful anticipation of Jesus’
birth. 

This retreat will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 10. The day
will include conferences
on balancing Advent and
holiday activities and the
use of Advent music to
foster the spirit of antici-
pation. Time for prayer
and reflection, Mass and
lunch will fill out the day.

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes a single
day room and lunch.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. A min-
imum of five participants
is needed. This retreat is
available for men and
women age 19 and older.

Register before Dec. 6
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or e-mail
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585.

“Three Days in the Life 
of a Monk or Nun”

Have you ever won-
dered what life in a
monastery is like? Here is
a retreat that will allow
you to experience the
basic life of a monastic
and to live the Benedictine
motto Ora et Labora. 

The retreat will be held
from 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec.

11, to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 13. The three days
will include living by a
monastic schedule that
will include time for Mass,
Liturgy of the Hours, pri-
vate prayer and meals, as
well as work periods.
Daily conference topics
will include lectio divina,
Liturgy of the Hours, and
the spirituality of work. 

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and seven meals.
Cost is $185 per person. A
minimum of five partici-
pants is needed. This
retreat is available for men
and women age 19 and
older.

Register before Dec. 4
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or e-mail
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585. 

Men’s Silent Retreat

Come and enjoy a week-
end experience of the
wonder of silence and
Scripture on the beautiful
campus of Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter. 

This retreat will be held
from 7 p.m. Friday, Dec.
14, to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
16. The weekend will
include Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer, and
plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.  

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and five meals.
(Please have dinner prior
to checking in to the
retreat.) Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Cost is $170 per person.
A minimum of five partici-
pants is needed, with a
maximum of 10. This
retreat is available for men
age 19 and older.

Register before Dec. 7
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information.

Thursday, Nov. 1 — 8:15 a.m., Mass, Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Lafayette
Friday, Nov. 2 — 8 a.m., Partners Edge Review, Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette Central
Saturday, Nov. 3 — 9 a.m., Discipleship Conference,
St. Elizabeth Seton, Carmel
Sunday, Nov. 4 — 11 a.m., concelebrate Mass with
Bishop Kevin Rhoades, Ancilla Domini Chapel, Don-
aldson; anniversary celebration of Poor Handmaids
of Jesus Christ
Tuesday, Nov. 6 — 10:30 a.m., Presbyteral Council, St.
Joan of Arc, Kokomo
— 3 p.m., Operations Team meeting, Catholic Pas-

toral Center, Lafayette
Wednesday, Nov. 7 — 8 a.m., celebrate Mass and
meet with children of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
School, Carmel, followed by meeting at Trinity Free
Clinic
Thursday, Nov. 8 — 5:30 p.m., fund-raiser for
Lafayette Urban Ministry’s Immigration Clinic,
Lafayette
Friday-Thursday, Nov. 9-15 — USCCB Child & Youth
Protection Committee and Bishops’ Plenary Meeting,
Baltimore
Sunday, Nov. 18 — 9 a.m., Mass, Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Lafayette
— 5 p.m., Mass, “Devoted” high-school event, Cen-

tral Catholic Junior-Senior High School, Lafayette
Tuesday, Nov. 20 — 10:30 a.m., Junior Clergy meet-
ing, Bishops Residence, Lafayette
Monday, Nov. 26 — Partners Edge and Clergy meet-
ing, Kokomo
Tuesday, Nov. 27 — 5 p.m., Foundation Board meet-
ing, Bishops Residence, Lafayette
Wednesday, Nov. 28 — 5 p.m., Diocesan Finance
Council meeting, Bishops Residence, Lafayette
Thursday, Nov. 29 — 8 a.m., classroom visits, Central
Catholic Junior-Senior High School, Lafayette
— 6:30 p.m., a reflection on “The Infancy Narra-

tives,” Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Con-
ception, Lafayette

FROM BISHOP DOHERTY’S 

PUBLIC NOVEMBER SCHEDULE

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Jo Marie Gingrich, 68, died Oct. 13. She was a
member of All Saints in Logansport.

Randall Connor, 66, died Oct. 16. Mary Wheatley,
92, died Oct. 18. Clara Robinson, 92, died Oct. 20.
Sue McAllister, 63, died Oct. 21. All were members
of St. Mary in Anderson.

Stephen Sakowski, 57, died Oct. 19. He was a
member of St. Alphonsus Liguori in Zionsville.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.
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(Continued from Page 1)

That all changed when
pastor Father David Hell-
mann saw a need to have
better choices for those who
were coming to the rectory
for food. 

He also wanted people to
have the opportunity to get
fresh fruits and vegetables.

His vision came to
fruition when the Deacon’s
Pantry opened in the former
religious gift shop on the St.
Lawrence Parish grounds.
The facility is on the ground
floor and has no steps to
climb, so it gives greater
accessibility to clients who
have trouble with mobility. 

One parishioner who was
instrumental in the transfor-
mation is Linda Shepherd.
Shepherd led a planning
committee that began work-
ing in October 2017 to make
some changes; since that
time, Shepherd has filled
various volunteer roles with-
in the ministry.

According to Shepherd,
the pantry got its name from
their parish namesake.

“Our parish’s patron, St.
Lawrence, was ordained a
deacon to serve the Church;
and even though Lawrence
was very young, he was
placed in charge of disburs-
ing the Church’s wealth to
the poor,” Shepherd
explained.

The committee liked the
name “Deacon’s Pantry.”
Their reason, according to
Shepherd, was simple.

“We are not just St.
Lawrence’s pantry anymore,
but are on the way to becom-
ing a community pantry
where those that support the
pantry, and all that need the
pantry, feel welcome,” she
explained. “We will seek col-
laboration, support and vol-
unteers from the total com-
munity.”

In fact, Deacon’s Pantry is
already partnering with Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank of
East Central Indiana. This
partnership, according to
Shepherd, allowed them to
purchase 2,400 pounds of
food at a greatly reduced
cost; the postal workers’
food drive added another
2,500 pounds of food.

All of this was in addition
to the food, hygiene items
and cash that St. Lawrence
parishioners had already
been donating.

“A plan to encourage and
invite other churches and
organizations to join in this
project is now under way,”
according to Shepherd.

An added benefit of the
collaboration is the increased
likelihood Deacon’s Pantry
will be eligible for more
grants in the future.

It might sound like Dea-

con’s Pantry is like any other
food pantry, but it actually is
quite different. And that dif-
ference comes in the way the
ministry views the people it
serves in addition to the
methods it uses to serve
them.

The pantry’s mission
statement is “to help reduce
barriers of poverty by dis-
tributing food to the needy,
by continuing education and
training to clients, volun-
teers and staff, and by refer-
ring clients to appropriate
community organizations
for services necessary to fur-
ther their self-sufficiency
goals.”

As Shepherd explained,
“When I think of a food
pantry, I think of people lin-
ing up and either receiving a
bag of groceries or walking
in front of tables where vol-
unteers are giving each
recipient a food item.”

Deacon’s Pantry is orga-
nized differently, she said.

“We are a client-choice
pantry with a membership
enrollment,” Shepherd said.
“Every household is regis-
tered and given a member-
ship card.”

There are currently about
200 households shopping as
members of Deacon’s Pantry
each month; that number
includes an average of 120
children and 312 adults. This
far exceeds the ministry’s
initial goal of serving 100
member households during
its first year.

There are nearly 400 addi-
tional households enrolled
or on the waiting list.

The color of the house-
hold’s card (either white,
pink, yellow or green) indi-
cates the family size as well
as the number of items the
family may receive.

For example, a single per-
son can get a total of 14
items, while a household of
two or three can get 17 items.
Families of four or five can
pick 20 items, while a house-
hold of six or more can pick
22 items.

The color of the member’s
household card also deter-
mines how many items he
can pick from each particular
food “category.” Categories
include things like cereal,
condiments, meal helpers,
protein and vegetables. The
food is arranged on shelves
based on the various cate-
gories.

“We have three areas of
shelving that are stocked
with the same items in each
unit,” according to Shep-
herd. By having three identi-
cal shopping areas, the vol-
unteers at Deacon’s Pantry
are able to serve three house-
holds at the same time.

When the members are
allowed to pick their own
food items, they are able to
choose things they and their
family members like, instead
of just getting whatever a
volunteer decides to put in a
bag for them.

This method assists and

empowers “eligible individ-
uals and families, not only
by filling their weekly food
gap, but by allowing clients
the dignity of choosing their
own food and personal
hygiene products,” Shep-
herd explained.

Dick Shirey, business
manager at St. Lawrence,
thinks the current system is
working well.

“It’s evident the hallmark
of the pantry’s success
hinges on embracing those
in need with love and digni-
ty,” Shirey said. “Giving
people the option to choose
from a selection of food
items is priceless.”

The pantry is open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Mem-
bers are allowed to shop at
the pantry one time per
month.

“If ever you want to see
the love of Jesus being
preached without words,
then visit Deacon’s Pantry
any Tuesday or Thursday
afternoon,” Shirey said.

Even if a person in need is
not on the membership list,
Deacon’s Pantry still offers
assistance.

“Even though only our
members may shop, we
never turn away a needy
person,” Shepherd
explained. “We supply those
with an emergency bag of
groceries and a listing of
other area pantries and
resources.”

She added that, if they
would like, they are added
to the waiting list for when
openings arise.

Parishioners have also
donated two refrigerators
and two freezers to Deacon’s
Pantry. The appliances have
added much to the ministry.

“That gives more food
choices to our pantry mem-
bers and allows us to offer
fresh fruits and vegetables,”
Shepherd said.

“The difference we are
seeing in our clients is they
feel they are being treated
with respect and dignity,”
Shepherd reflected. “Our
volunteers sincerely offer a
hands-up attitude, not one of
a hands-out.”

Shirey agrees.
“Deacon’s Pantry is so

much more than a pantry
just handing out food,” he
said.

According to Shirey,
Muncie has a very high per-
centage of impoverished 

(Continued on Page 9)

‘Deacon’s Pantry’ in Muncie serves hundreds in need

Volunteers help with various responsibilities, including greeter, client registrar, client
shopping assistant, stocker, or helper with food pickup and delivery. (Photos provided)



The Catholic MomentNovember 4, 2018 Page 9

‘The love of Jesus being preached without words ...’
(Continued from Page 8)

residents, approximately 27
percent of the population.

“At St. Lawrence, we sit
right in the middle of that
area,” he said.

It is important for people
to work collectively to
address poverty, in Shirey’s
opinion.

“We need to understand
the culture of poverty,” he
said, pointing out that many
people misunderstand it.

“It’s so much more than
what we see on the surface
level,” Shirey said.

The folks who volunteer
to help with Deacon’s Pantry
can help with various
responsibilities, including
greeter, client registrar, client
shopping assistant, stocker,
or helper with food pickup
and delivery.

They don’t just fill those
particular roles, though.
They learn about the clients
whose lives they are touch-
ing, and they connect with
the people as individuals.

With approximately 25
volunteers mostly from St.
Lawrence, there are also a
handful of volunteers from
other churches; several
clients even help when they
can. Shepherd loves seeing
how Deacon’s Pantry
impacts those who give their
time to the ministry.

“I have seen the delight
and satisfaction on volun-
teers’ faces when the pantry
closes for the day and we
review what was accom-
plished,” Shepherd said.
“I’ve heard our volunteers
talk about the fun they have

had; they can’t wait until
their next scheduled work
day.”

She said that when some
volunteers learned that food
stamps could not be used to
purchase personal hygiene
items, they began donating
these items themselves to the
pantry on a regular basis.

According to Shepherd,
“Most (volunteers) have
become more aware of the
daily hardships faced by our
clients and are now trying to
come up with helping
ideas.”

She said the volunteer
experience has opened many
eyes and changed some
opinions.

Parish business manager
Shirey said he is pleased
with the work Deacon’s
Pantry is doing, and he sees
the impact the ministry has
on the community.

“It’s doing far more than
we ever expected,” Shirey
said.

Shepherd sees that impact
as well. In her opinion, the
ministry of Deacon’s Pantry
is helping to make lives bet-
ter.

“It may be only supplying
a homeless man a decent
pair of shoes when his own
were too small and soles
dangling, or providing
another man with a pan,
dish, knife, fork and spoon
so his meal could be more
than a pop-top cold can of
food,” Shepherd said.

She gave other examples
of people they have assisted,
including a cold, homeless
couple. The husband was in
a rusted, broken wheelchair.

“We gave a referral for
housing and a new chair,”
Shepherd explained.
“Maybe it is only a referral to
a doctor or dentist or hous-
ing assistance that we have
given, but I know that we are
helping open doors for oth-
ers.”

She explained that clients
are able to get items other
than food when they visit
the pantry, too. 

For example, each month
the ministry gives away one
free afghan, made and
donated by a volunteer.
Clients must submit their
name for the monthly draw-
ing.

As Shepherd pointed out,
there are many reasons Dea-
con’s Pantry has been a suc-
cess in its short run so far.
Simply put, she said, they
started with a good founda-
tion.

“Father Dave’s enthusi-
asm and support, a parish
willing to donate food,
money and a building, vol-
unteers that bought into the
plan, a staff willing to devote
time and energy to the pro-
ject, and most of all, clients

accepting and appreciating
this great change” — all play
a role in the successful start
of Deacon’s Pantry, accord-
ing to Shepherd.

St. Lawrence Parish is
impacting lives in other
ways as well, according to
Shirey.

“Deacon’s Pantry is the
first step to a holistic
approach to serving our
neighbor in need,” he said.

The parish also has a St.
Vincent de Paul facility and a
soup kitchen that serves
approximately 100 meals a
day. The soup kitchen, he
said, sends guests home
with a sack lunch so they
have a second meal for the
day as well.

Another service housed
adjacent to the soup kitchen
provides assistance for peo-
ple dealing with mental
health issues. Shirey said
that Meridian Health has an
office in one corner of the
building.

This group is available as
a “safe harbor for a lot of
people who have some men-
tal health issues,” Shirey
said.

Looking at the parish’s
campus, Shirey and Shep-
herd both pointed out that
one goal is to have a commu-
nity garden that will help
provide fresh produce. The
plan is to start the garden
next spring.

Shirey explained that the
pantry also refers people to
Second Harvest’s 13-week
class for people “who want
to earnestly change their
state in life.” Participants
look at where they have

been, where they currently
are, and where they would
like to be.

“Having a vision is criti-
cal,” Shirey said. This class
helps participants clarify
that vision.

Once a person completes
the class, he is assigned an
ally — someone who can be
a support system for the per-
son who has never had the
benefit of a person to give
them advice and guidance.

According to Shirey, “The
goal is to have them be self-
sufficient and earning a liv-
ing wage” by the end of the
18-month time frame they
have the ally’s assistance.

Deacon’s Pantry plays an
important role in meeting
the needs of many people
and sometimes those needs
are related to more than just
food.

“We take time to talk and
listen to our people; we play
with the children,” Shepherd
explained. “We truly enjoy
their presence and I know by
the laughter and smiles on
clients’ faces as they leave
Deacon’s Pantry that not
only did they receive food,
but our welcoming attitude
was felt and appreciated.”

The people of Muncie and
Delaware County continue
to be impacted by Deacon’s
Pantry and the other min-
istries of St. Lawrence
Parish. As Shirey pointed
out, they don’t assist strictly
Catholics.

“Hopefully we have a big
tent,” Shirey said. “There’s
room for everybody!”

When disaster strikes ...
Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is finan-
cial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations can
make a world of differ-
ence:

• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assis-
tance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around the
world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

you can help!

“I know by the laughter

and smiles on clients’

faces as they leave 

Deacon’s Pantry that not

only did they receive

food, but our welcoming

attitude was felt and

appreciated .”
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Rosary for healing
in the Church
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join in praying
the luminous mysteries of
the rosary each Thursday
for the intention of healing
in the Church. The rosary
will be prayed beginning
around noon (after the 11:30
a.m. Mass) at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church.

Pie sale
WEST LAFAYETTE —
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 8056 of the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament is taking
pie orders for the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holi-
days. All proceeds will help
fund the parish’s communi-
ty outreach commitment.
Sixteen varieties of pies are
available; cost is $10 each.
Pies may be ordered from
any Knight until Nov. 2.
Pies will be available for
pickup from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 17, in Harde-
beck Hall.

Fish fry
ANDERSON — Knights of
Columbus Council 563 will
hold a fish fry from 5 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 2,
at Columbian Hall, 1225
Main St. Meals will include
fried pollock, French fries,
macaroni and cheese, and
coleslaw. Cost is $10 for
adults and $5 for children.
Desserts also will be avail-
able for a free-will offering.
All are welcome to attend.

Fish fries
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host fish fries from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. Central time on Fri-
day, Nov. 2 and Nov. 9, at
the Knights hall at 325 E.
Vine St. The menu will fea-
ture pollock, tilapia (baked
and fried), shrimp and
chicken strips with an all-
you-care-to-eat salad bar.
Carry-outs will be available;
call 219-866-9938. All are
welcome to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic

adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Nov. 2, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Solemn Requiem Mass
GAS CITY — A Solemn
Requiem Mass in the Extra-
ordinary Form, featuring
Gounod’s Requiem, will be
celebrated at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 2, All Souls’ Day,
at Holy Family Church in
Gas City. Father Christo-
pher Roberts will be the cel-
ebrant. The evening is being
presented by Una Voce
Lafayette with St. Dunstan’s
Schola. All are welcome to
attend.

Bazaar
MUNCIE — The Women’s
Association of St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar on Friday, Nov. 2,
and Saturday, Nov. 3. The
bazaar will begin from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday,
including a chili dinner
hosted by the men’s Bible
study group. The event will
continue from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday with the
bazaar, brunch and a craft
area for children. Also on
Friday, children are invited
to attend tea at the bazaar
and play games, enjoy a
snack, complete a craft item
and have their photo taken
with a princess and super-
hero. Sittings will be from
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 6:15
p.m. to 7:45 p.m. Cost is $15
per child to attend the tea.
Participants are welcome to
dress up as their favorite
princess/prince/superhero,
but costumes are not
required. Reservations are
required for the tea and
spots are limited. For more
information or to make a 
reservation, e-mail 
akernstberger@
yahoo.com. For other
bazaar information, e-mail
nataliemain13@
gmail.com.

Holiday bazaar
ELWOOD — St. Joseph
Parish will hold its 24th
annual holiday bazaar from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 3, in the church center.
Lunch will be served from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The
event will feature many
booths with plenty of new,
vintage and handcrafted
items. There also will be a

bake sale, “Attic Treasures,”
a quilt raffle, a raffle for a
Joe Rice glass lamp and
homemade noodles from
the Knights of Columbus.
All are invited to attend.

2018 Missionary 
Discipleship Conference
CARMEL — The diocesan
Office of Catechesis, in con-
junction with the Notre
Dame McGrath Institute for
Church Life, will host the
2018 Missionary Disciple-
ship Conference from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 3,
at St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish. Dr. Timothy O’Mal-
ley will be the keynote
speaker as participants
explore the first steps in
“Living as Missionary Dis-
ciples.” The keynote and
breakout sessions will
explore the theology of
encounter, how to create an
environment conducive to
encountering Jesus Christ,
and reflecting on our spiri-
tuality and how we can be
open to encountering Jesus.
Participants also will dis-
cuss ways of fostering this
in their ministry. The entire
day also will be available in
Spanish. For registration
forms and online registra-
tion, visit https://www.
dol-in.org/missionary

discipleshipconference. For
more information, e-mail
Evelyn Burton at eburton@
dol-in.org.

Turkey dinner
DELPHI — St. Joseph Parish
will hold its annual turkey
dinner from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, in
Honan Hall. Dinners will
include turkey, dressing,
mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, cranberry
sauce or applesauce, roll,
beverage and dessert. Cost
is $9 for adults, $4 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 and free
for children under age 6.
Carry-outs will be available
for an additional 50 cents
per meal. All are invited.

Fall bazaar
TIPTON — St. John the Bap-
tist Parish will hold its
annual fall bazaar from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 4. The event will
feature a full turkey dinner
of turkey, dressing, mashed
potatoes and gravy, green
beans, choice of salad,
dessert and beverage. Cost
for meals is $10 for adults
and $6 for children ages 5 to
12. The dining area is handi-
cap accessible. The day also
will include bingo, a fall
market, a silent auction and
raffles. The bazaar will be
held in the former St. John
the Baptist School, 323 Mill
St. All are welcome to
attend.

Memorial Mass and dinner
ANDERSON — Knights of
Columbus Council 563 will
host its annual Memorial
Mass and pitch-in dinner at
7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 5, at
the Columbian Hall, 1225
Main St. The evening is free
and open to all; those
attending are asked to bring
a dish to share.

“Reboot! Live!”
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will host a
“Reboot! Live!” presentation
by Chris Stefanick at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 7. The
event is open to all ages.
Tickets may be purchased at
http://bit.ly/setonnov7.
The parish is located at
10655 Haverstick Road in
Carmel. All are welcome to
attend.

Bazaar and turkey dinner
RENSSELAER — St. Augus-
tine Parish will hold its
annual turkey dinner and
bazaar on Thursday, Nov. 8.

The dinner will be served in
the church basement from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. CST. Menu
will include turkey and all
the fixings, dessert and bev-
erage. Cost is $8 for adults,
$4 for children ages 6 to 12,
and free for children ages 5
and younger. Carry-outs
will be available at the rec-
tory. The bazaar will host a
number of events in the
school gym, including a
bake sale booth, Christmas
craft booth, silent auction,
Amish quilt raffle, Boy
Scout popcorn sale, and
“Big Wheel” activity from
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. CST.
Games for kids will take
place in the classrooms with
lots of fun prizes from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. CST. The fes-
tivities for the evening will
conclude with the drawing
of five winners of a cash raf-
fle. All are welcome to
attend.

“Surviving the Holidays”
seminar for those who are
grieving
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will offer a “Surviv-
ing the Holidays” seminar
for people who are grieving
a loved one’s death. The
two-hour seminar will offer
strategies for dealing with
emotions that may be faced
during the holidays; what to
do about traditions and
other changes; tips for sur-
viving social events; and
how to discover hope for
the future. The seminar will
be offered three times: 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 8; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 11; and 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Monday, Nov. 12. Cost
for materials is $5 per per-
son. For more information
or to register, contact Sue
Schmitz at 317-585-1257, ext.
120, or sue.schmitz@
hspgeist.org.

Veterans Day 
Spaghetti Dinner
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Catholic School will host a
Veterans Day Spaghetti Din-
ner from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 9, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall,
3600 W. Purdue Ave. Cost is
$8 for those ages 13 and
older, $5 for children ages 4
to 12 and free for children
under age 4. Cost is $4 for
veterans with military ID.
Proceeds will benefit the
school. All are welcome to
attend.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Bazaar and craft show
FRANKFORT — St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar and craft show from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 10. Craft booths, raffle
baskets and a bake sale will
be held in the parish’s John
Paul II Building. Lunch will
be served in Muller Hall
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A
rummage sale also will be
held in Gruber Hall. Raffle
prizes will be drawn at 2
p.m.; ticket holders need not
be present to win. All are
invited to attend. St. Mary
Parish is located at 600 St.
Mary’s Ave. in Frankfort.

“How do we love God and
neighbor in 2019?”
WEST LAFAYETTE —
“What is the Church? How
do we love God and neigh-
bor in 2019?” will be the
topic of an upcoming
evening of ecumenical dis-
cussion with six local pas-
tors. The event will begin at
7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 12, in
Fowler Hall at Purdue Uni-
versity. The evening is free
and open to the public. Par-
ticipating pastors will
include Father Patrick
Baikauskas, OP, of St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center; Pastor Robby Brad-
ford of River City Church;
Pastor James Foster of Liv-
ing Truth of Christ Church;
the Rev. Lisa Williams Hood
of First Baptist Church;
Father Joel Weir of St.
Stephen the First Martyr
Orthodox Church, and Pas-
tor Dave Shockey of Purdue
Christian Campus House.
The evening is sponsored by
the Aquinas Educational
Foundation, the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana, the
Metanexus Foundation, the
Lewis Family Foundation
and the Religious Studies
Program at Purdue Univer-
sity. For more information,
e-mail Michael Johnston at
mjohnst@purdue.edu.

Fried chicken dinner
ANDERSON — Knights of
Columbus Council 563 will
hold a chicken fry from 5
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 13, at Columbian Hall,
1225 Main St. Meals will
include fried chicken (four
pieces for adult meals and
two pieces for children’s
meals), baked potato or
French fries, and salad. Cost
is $10 for adults and $5 for
children. All are welcome to
attend.

Learn more about recycling
FISHERS — The Creation
Care Ministry of Holy Spirit
Parish in Fishers and
Republic Services invite all
to attend a presentation to
learn more about recycling
to create less waste. The pre-
sentation will begin at 1
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15, in
the Parish Life Center at
Holy Spirit Church. The
church is located at 10350
Glaser Way in Fishers.

Faithful City Prayer Group
LAFAYETTE — The Faithful
City Prayer Group, a charis-
matic prayer group, invites
all to join in an evening of
praise and worship begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 15, in the Bishop Car-
berry Room of the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.
The group meets in a
Catholic environment to
praise God in song, share
his Word and exercise the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. For
more information, call
Chuck Bunnell at 765-296-
6955.

Grandparents morning of
reflection
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish invites all grandpar-
ents (or soon-to-be grand-
parents) to join a morning of
prayer, reflection, discussion
and fellowship from 8:15
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 16. The morning will
begin with Mass in the
chapel and continue in the
Parish Life Center. The
event will explore and share
the joys and the challenges
of grandparenting. Registra-
tion is requested by Nov. 12.
To register, e-mail
plcsec@hspgeist.org or call
317-585-1257.

Family turkey bingo
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish invites all
to attend an evening of fam-
ily turkey bingo on Friday,
Nov. 16. Food and bever-
ages will be available begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.; bingo will
start at 7 p.m. All proceeds
will benefit the Gibault
Children’s Services. 

Dan’s Fish Fry
MUNCIE — All are invited
to attend an all-you-care-to-
eat fish and chicken fry, pre-
pared by Dan’s Fish Fry,
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 16, at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 3600 W.
Purdue Ave. Fish and chick-

en will be served with
choice of two different side
dishes, a dessert and bever-
age. Cost is $10 for those
age 13 and older, $8 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 and free
for children ages 5 and
younger. There is a $1 dis-
count available for all tick-
ets purchased in advance;
those attending are encour-
aged to purchase tickets in
advance to help determine
the number of portions to
prepare. Tickets may be pur-
chased from any eighth-
grade student, from the St.
Mary Parish Office at 2300
W. Jackson St. or from the
St. Mary/Pope John Paul II
School Office at 2301 W.
Gilbert St. All proceeds will
benefit the Pope John Paul II
Middle School eighth-grade
trip to Washington, D.C.

Fall women’s retreat
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
hold a fall women’s retreat
on Saturday, Nov. 17, with
Catholic singer-songwriter
and inspirational speaker
Annie Karto. The healing
mercy of God is at the heart
of her music ministry, along
with the beautiful sacra-
ments of the Church and
honoring the Blessed Moth-
er. The day will begin with
Mass at 9:30 a.m., followed
by a light breakfast. The
sacrament of reconciliation
will be available beginning
at 8:30 a.m. The retreat will
conclude at 12:30 p.m. There
is no cost to attend. RSVP is
requested to Kim Granlund
at kgranlund@lcss.org or
Mary Diener at mdiener@
lcss.org. For more informa-
tion, call Kim Granlund at
765-491-0468.

Pork chop dinner
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host a pork chop dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. CST
Saturday, Nov. 17, at the
Knights hall at 325 E. Vine
St. Meals will include 1-inch
grilled pork chops, potatoes,
vegetable and salad bar.
Dinners with one pork chop
cost $11; dinners with two
pork chops cost $14. Carry-
outs will be available; call

219-866-9938. All are wel-
come to attend.

”Devoted”
high school event
LAFAYETTE — “Devoted: A
Catholic High School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held from 1 p.m. to 8
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18, at
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School. The
one-day event designed
specifically for high-school
youth will include music,
“TED Talk”-style presenta-
tions, opportunities for
parish group activities and
much more. For more infor-
mation, contact Paul
Sifuentes at psifuentes@dol-
in.org or 765-269-4654.

Free Thanksgiving dinner
FISHERS — St. Louis de
Montfort Parish invites all
to attend a free Thanksgiv-
ing dinner from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 22. The
dinner will be held in Craig
Willy Hall, which is located
behind the church at 11441
Hague Road. The menu will
include turkey, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, vegeta-
bles, rolls and desserts. For
more information, call 317-
517-4256.

Breakfast
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host an all-you-care-to-eat
breakfast from 8 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. CST Sunday, Nov.
25, at the Knights hall at 325
E. Vine St. Carry-outs will
be available. All are wel-
come to attend.

The story of the Child Jesus
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
host five evenings devoted
to the story of the Child
Jesus. “The Infancy Narra-
tives: Jesus of Nazareth,”
written by Pope Benedict
XVI, will be used to delve
into the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty will kick off the
series at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 29. On Thursday, Dec.
6, Father Kyle Neterer will
discuss the Annunciation.
On Thursday, Dec. 13,
Father Dominic Petan will
present a session on the
birth of Jesus. On Thursday,
Dec. 20, Deacon Joe Porem-
ski will facilitate an evening
focusing on the visit of the
Wise Men and the flight into
Egypt. On Thursday, Jan. 10,

the series will finish with a
session led by Anne Roat on
the finding of Jesus in the
Temple. Everyone is invited
to attend any or all five of
the evenings which are
designed to help us situate
Christ in the Christmas sea-
son. For more information,
e-mail Anne Roat at
aroat@lcss.org.

Save the date/
Christmas bazaar
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
School will hold its 37th
annual Christmas bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 1, at the school,
607 N. Washington St. in
Fowler. The event will fea-
ture craft vendors, bake
sale, coffee shop, Kids Cor-
ner for young shoppers, raf-
fles and more. All are wel-
come to attend.

Save the date/
Indiana March for Life
The Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana, the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis and Right to
Life of Indianapolis invite
all to join a “Vigil for Life”
on Jan. 21, 2019, and the
Indiana March for Life on
Jan. 22, 2019, in Indianapo-
lis. The events will include a
youth rally with a night of
worship and a keynote
speaker at St. John the
Evangelist Church begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Jan. 21. Mass
will be celebrated by Arch-
bishop Charles C. Thomp-
son and Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty at 12:10 p.m. Jan.
22 at St. John the Evangelist
Church, followed by a
march to the state capitol.

Save the date/”Encounter”
middle school event
CARMEL — “Encounter: A
Catholic Middle School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held from 1 p.m. to 9
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2, at St.
Elizabeth Seton Church. The
event is open to all sixth-
through eighth-grade stu-
dents, chaperones, youth
leaders and priests. The
mission of this one-day
event of faith is to provide
young teens with opportu-
nities to encounter Jesus
and his Church and engage
with the relevant and pow-
erful Gospel message. For
more information, contact
Paul Sifuentes at 
psifuentes@dol-in.org or
765-269-4654.
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-Quoted

“Forgive us if often we
have not listened to you;
if, instead of opening our
hearts, we have filled your
ears. As Christ’s Church,
we want to listen to you
with love ...”

— Pope Francis, speaking
to young people on behalf
of all adult Catholics as he
formally closed the Synod
of Bishops on young people,
the faith and vocational dis-
cernment.

•••

“Laws come and go, but
universal truths remain.
From Nairobi to New
York ... from Africa to
America, human life be-
gins at conception. Every
life deserves protection.
Every single life is a life
worthy of respect.”

— Obianuju Ekeocha,
founder and president of
Culture of Life Africa,
speaking at the second an-
nual Lives Worthy of Re-
spect event at Georgetown
University in Washington,
D.C.

•••

“The community has re-
ally pulled together, but
our concern is that this
will get pushed out of the
way by the next big storm
or next big news story.
Please do not forget us.
This will be a long
process.”

— Matthew Knee, execu-
tive director of Catholic
Charities of Northwest
Florida, speaking about re-
covery efforts after Hurri-
cane Michael.

•••

“By sending a box of
small gifts, it is a good re-
minder of the strangers
who gave our baby Jesus
gifts at his birth, who
wanted to love him the
best they could and gave
what they had for his en-
joyment.”

— Jim Cavnar, president
of Cross Catholic Outreach,
about the agency’s “Box of
Joy” program, which hopes
to reach 70,000 children in
need this Christmas.

Judge orders arrest
of suspect in 
St. Romero’s killing

People mourn
during a
memorial ser-
vice at the
Sailors and 
Soldiers
Memorial Hall
of the Univer-
sity of Pitts-
burgh Oct. 28,
a day after
the deadly
synagogue
shooting.
(CNS
photo/Jeffrey
Becker, USA
TODAY
Sports via
Reuters)

Church leaders: We stand with our Jewish brothers, sisters

Synod letter to young people: Church, world need your enthusiasm

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— Writing to the world’s
young people, members of
the Synod of Bishops said
they wanted to encourage
them and help them fulfill
their dreams, and they
prayed that their own fail-
ings would not drive the
young from the Church.

“Our frailties and sins
must not be an obstacle for
your trust. The Church is
your mother; she does not

abandon you; she is ready
to accompany you on new
roads, on higher paths
where the winds of the
Spirit blow stronger —
sweeping away the mists of
indifference, superficiality
and discouragement,” the
synod fathers said in a let-
ter addressed to young peo-
ple around the world.

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldis-
seri, general secretary of the
Synod of Bishops, read the

letter aloud after a Mass
Oct. 28 closing the Synod of
Bishops on young people,
the faith and vocational dis-
cernment.

“We wish to be sharers in
your joy, so that your ex-
pectations may come to
life,” the letter said. 

“The Church and the
world urgently need your
enthusiasm,” the synod fa-
thers told young people. 

Kenya priests: Terror

attacks threaten

churches’ work

NAIROBI, Kenya (CNS)
— As frequent terror at-
tacks continue in north-
eastern Kenya, Catholic
bishops and priests are
warning that the acts are
posing threats to missions
and their work.

That caution amplified
Oct. 10, when suspected al-
Shabab militants killed
two Christian teachers in
Mandera, a county near
the Somalia border.

Although the latest at-
tacks are concentrated in
the predominantly Muslim
North, their impact is
being felt across the coun-
try, prompting a change in
how churches carry out
their day-to-today busi-
ness. 

According to some of
the Catholic priests, the
acts have forced a change
in how the people worship
and how they mark impor-
tant days and celebrations
in the Christian calendar.

WASHINGTON (CNS)
— The U.S. Catholic bish-
ops stand with “our broth-
ers and sisters of the Jewish
community,” the president
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops said Oct.
27 after a horrific shooting
earlier that day in Pitts-
burgh at the Tree of Life
Synagogue, described as a
hub of Jewish life in the city.

The shooting occurred
during a morning baby-
naming ceremony, for

which an estimated crowd
of 45 to 100 people had
gathered, according to news
reports. There were 11 fatal-
ities, all adults. Six others
were injured, including
four members of law en-
forcement.

“We condemn all acts of
violence and hate and yet
again, call on our nation
and public officials to con-
front the plague of gun vio-
lence,” said Cardinal Daniel
N. DiNardo of Galveston-

Houston.
“Violence as a response

to political, racial or reli-
gious differences must be
confronted with all possible
effort. God asks nothing
less of us,” he said. “He
begs us back to our com-
mon humanity as his sons
and daughters.”

At the Vatican Oct. 28,
Pope Francis prayed for
those affected by the deadly
attack, calling it an “inhu-
mane act of violence.”

Cardinal
Lorenzo Bald-
isseri, secre-
tary general
of the Synod
of Bishops,
reads a letter
from the
synod fathers
to young peo-
ple during the
closing Mass
of the synod
on Oct. 28.
(CNS
photo/Paul
Haring) 

WASHINGTON (CNS)
— Days after the Catholic
Church declared Salvado-
ran Archbishop Oscar Ar-
nulfo Romero a saint, a
judge in El Salvador is-
sued a capture order for a
former military captain
suspected of killing the
religious leader in 1980 as
he celebrated Mass.

Judge Rigoberto Chicas
issued the order Oct. 23
for national and interna-
tional authorities to ap-
prehend Alvaro Rafael
Saravia, who has for years
been a suspect in the
killing. 

In issuing the arrest
order, Chicas said author-
ities have sufficient evi-
dence to charge Saravia
for participation in the
crime. 

He remains at large
and is believed to be in
hiding. It’s not the first
time such an order has
been issued against Sar-
avia, who has faced a va-
riety of legal proceedings
that did not result in any
meaningful prosecution.
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
With large sheets of plain
plywood blocking public ac-
cess to the Holy Stairs, one
woman lovingly touched a
large color photograph of
the stairs, made the sign of
the cross, lowered her head
and prayed.

For centuries, the faithful
have climbed up the 28 steps
in prayer on their knees. 

But the popular devotion
has been put on hold
throughout 2018, and the tall
placard depicting the stair-
case is all the public can see
as a team of Vatican restorers
completes the final phase of
a 20-year effort to repair the
sanctuary of the Holy Stairs
and clean its 18,300 square
feet of frescoes. 

A ccording to tradi-
tion, the Holy Stairs
are the ones Jesus

climbed when Pontius Pilate
brought him before the
crowd and handed him over
to be crucified. It’s said that
Constantine’s mother, St.
Helen, brought the stairs to
Rome from Jerusalem in 326
A.D. 

In 1589, Pope Sixtus V had
the sanctuary specially built
and decorated for the stairs
and the Sancta Sanctorum
above, which houses some of
the oldest relics of Rome’s
early Christian martyrs and
a silver- and jewel-covered
Byzantine image of Christ. 

The 16th-century pope
wanted the sanctuary not
only to preserve the impor-
tant relics, but also to ex-
press the essentials of the
faith through an abundance
of vivid, colorful images de-
scribing key events in the
Old and New Testaments,
said Mary Angela Schroth, a
Rome art gallery curator
who has been involved in
the restoration project. 

“Since the faithful often
did not read or write, the sto-
ries came to life” through
images, she told Catholic
News Service earlier this
year. And so, “every square
inch” of the sanctuary — its
two chapels, five staircases,
vaulted ceilings and broad,
high walls — were covered
in frescoes and decorative
art. 

“This was meant to amaze
and attract the public,” she
said.

But the illustrative gems
slowly vanished over the

centuries as dirt, grime,
water damage and primitive
or aggressive restoration
techniques discolored or
covered up what lay be-
neath. Add poor lighting to
the mix and the dingy,
gloomy space no longer did
what it was designed to do:
be a completely immersive
physical, spiritual experi-
ence with visual cues accom-
panying the faithful on their
journey toward the Sancta
Sanctorum, said Paolo Violi-
ni, the Vatican Museums’ top
expert in fresco restoration.

With initial help from the
Getty Foundation in 2000
and then through the gen-
erosity of the Patrons of the
Arts in the Vatican Muse-
ums, both the St. Lawrence
and St. Sylvester chapels and
the four stairwells — two
sets on either side of the cen-
tral stairwell of the Holy
Stairs — have been fully re-
stored. 

With the central staircase
restoration planned to be
completed by the end of the
year and the front atrium at
the end of 2019, it will have
taken 11 modern-day restor-
ers nearly two decades to
resurrect what 40 artists cre-
ated in less than two years in
the 16th century. But the
careful craft of restoration
has paid off, allowing
today’s visitors the privilege
of seeing, after 400 years, the
original decorative beauty
Pope Sixtus’ painters had
conceived, Violini said.

People barely glanced at
the darkened surfaces before
the restoration, Schroth said,

but now with “these glori-
ous colors” and proper light-
ing, visitors are doing more
than just looking, “they are
observing and studying
these stories” and recalling
their meaning.

The sanctuary’s rector,
Passionist Father
Francesco Guerra,
told CNS that Chris-
tian art in sacred
spaces is not just
some extraneous,
decorative flourish,
but is a medium as
powerful as the spo-
ken and written
word, created to ex-
plain and share the faith and
bring the faithful into a
deeper, closer relationship
with God.

The sanctuary, which is
entrusted to the care and
protection of the Passionist
Fathers, powerfully exempli-
fies this visual catechism,
which exists in so many
churches and shrines, but
needs “re-evaluating” and
re-emphasizing today, he
said.

Paul Encinias, director of
the Rome-based Eternal City
Tours, told CNS that when
he has taken groups to the
Holy Stairs, their focus is in-
ward — on their individual
prayers and intentions — as
they climb each step on their
knees. 

“Twenty-first-century
Catholic pilgrims are far re-

moved from artistic narra-
tives,” he said, and they are
“not used to these visual
cues” that surround them, so
the purpose and meaning of

such artwork would proba-
bly have to be explained.

Nonetheless, some of the
visitors Encinias brings to
pray on the Holy Stairs often
have “a strong emotional”
experience as they pray and
reflect on life’s problems or

trials.
“We’re usually

afraid of suffering,”
and most homilies
don’t dwell on it, he
said. But because the
Holy Stairs tour en-
courages people to
connect with Christ’s
passion, “something
hits home” and peo-

ple realize “Christ is with us
always, even in our suffer-
ing.”

While the Holy Stairs are
closed, the sanctuary has of-
fered a side staircase for the
same devotional practice of
praying on one’s knees.

Father Guerra said Pope
Francis has underlined the
importance of traditional,
popular devotions and pil-
grimages to sanctuaries and
sacred places. People are
made up of “spirit and intel-
lect, but we are also flesh,
emotions, feelings,” he said. 

In the Bible, when Jesus
performs a miracle, “he
touches the person, he puts
his fingers in the ears of the
deaf man” and takes the
hand of a dead girl to bring
her back to life, the priest
said. 

This physical contact,
which is an inseparable part
of one’s humanity, is a key
feature of the Holy Stairs, he
said. By climbing the stairs
on one’s knees and reflecting
on Christ’s passion, “people
feel in union with Jesus, they
feel understood by Jesus,
they feel loved by God.”

Twenty-year effort brings new life to Holy Stairs art
Francesca 
Cencia maps the
restoration of a
fresco of the 
crucified Jesus
above the Holy
Stairs at the Pon-
tifical Sanctuary
of the Holy Stairs
in Rome earlier
this year. Vatican
restorers are
completing the
final phase of a
20-year effort to
restore 16th-cen-
tury artwork at
the sanctuary.
Tradition main-
tains that Jesus
climbed the
stairs when Pi-
late brought him
before the crowd.
(CNS photo/Paul
Haring)

Father Guerra

A restorer uses a sponge to clean the image of a foot in a
fresco during the restoration surrounding the Holy Stairs.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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We are the people of God
uniting in the heart 

of Jesus Christ. 
We join the whole Church in
proclaiming the Gospel in

Word, Sacrament and Charity 
for the salvation of all people. 
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The kind of love God has for us

In an interview with the
National Catholic Register,
Kelly Nieto, creator of “The
Cross and the Light,” recalls
her own profound experi-
ence with the Stations of the
Cross. After a conversion
from atheism, she was
preparing to become
Catholic and attended the
stations for the first time. In
reflecting on Christ’s pas-
sion, she became over-
whelmed with grief in real-
izing the depths of his per-
sonal sacrifice for her. “It
changed me forever,” Nieto
recalls. “I was inspired to
write ‘The Cross and the
Light’ to give millions of

In the Old City of
Jerusalem, the Via Dolorosa
begins at the site where the
Roman Empire’s Antonia
Fortress once stood and
where Pontius Pilate sen-
tenced Jesus to death. It then
winds its way along the road
to Calvary, where Christ laid
down his life to redeem
mankind. Pilgrims to the
Holy Land have been walk-
ing the Via Dolorosa for cen-
turies, and this practice
came to inspire the Stations
of the Cross, wherein
Christ’s sacrifice is memori-
alized through artistic ren-
derings that spiritual pil-
grims can experience any-
where in the world.

One of the most unique
interpretations of the Sta-
tions of the Cross in recent
years has been a live perfor-
mance called “The Cross
and the Light,” a musical
production that originated
in Detroit several years ago
and that continues to be per-
formed around the world. 

other people that same un-
derstanding.”

Nieto’s production has
become a tradition in the
Detroit area during Lent.
But the stations remain rele-
vant throughout the year,
and utilizing the experience
to immerse ourselves in the
reality of Christ’s passion
can have a transformative
effect, especially during
times of suffering. Christ
wanted to meet each one of
us in our suffering and
transform us with his love. 

Consider this: In the in-
tensity of his suffering,
Christ knew every bit of an-
guish you would face in
your life and willingly took
on his own suffering and
death on the cross in order
to connect with you in the
deepest way and to raise
you up to the hope of eternal
life. That’s the kind of love
God has for us, and we
should take the time to con-
template it and allow it to
transform our hearts.

Our double command
The award-winning movie “The Mission” tells the

story of Jesuit missionaries who attempt to bring the
good news of the Gospel to remote regions of northeast-
ern Argentina and Paraguay as they evangelize the na-
tive Guarani people who inhabited that beautiful,
rugged land. The story unfolds against the backdrop of
18th-century rivalries between the political powers of
Spain and Portugal. 

At first, the Guarani resist the Jesuits’ evangelizing ef-
forts, but gradually they come to faith in Jesus Christ.
The Jesuits established plantations, protected by Spanish
law, as places of refuge where the newly baptized Chris-
tians were educated in language and agricultural and
trade skills to make them self-sufficient. 

The story focuses on the difficult choice the Jesuit mis-
sionaries faced as a new treaty among European political
powers required that their Christian territories were
transferred to the Portuguese, who permitted slavery.
Two main characters, Father Gabriel and Father Men-
doza, struggle with how best to protect and defend the
Guarani. Father Gabriel chooses the path of nonviolent
resistance, while Father Mendoza, a former mercenary
and reformed slave trader, chooses to fight the invading
colonists. 

In one of the movie’s many poignant scenes, Father
Gabriel challenges Father Mendoza’s decision to take up
arms, reminding him that his decision undermines
everything their mission stood for. Father Gabriel sums
up his passionate argument in the words of Scripture —
“God is love!”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus responds to a question posed
by one of the scribes of the law who wants to know
which is the first of all commandments. And as he does
so often in the Gospels, Jesus invites the scribe, and each
of us, to see with eyes of faith.

Jesus gives the scribe not one, but two command-
ments, that are inextricably linked — the command to
love God and to love neighbor. By connecting the two
commands to love God and one’s neighbor, Jesus sums
up what our life should look like if we call ourselves
Christian.  

For the grace to live the double command to love God
and neighbor, we join the Church in humble prayer. 

This guest editorial was written by Jem Sullivan, secretary
for Catholic education of the Archdiocese of Washington.

Were he to show
himself to us 
such as he is, 

his beauty would
slay us. 

Were he to hide
himself from us

completely, 
we would die 
from cold and

darkness.

— Servant of God
Archbishop Luis
María Martínez

Light

One

Candle

BY FATHER ED DOUGHERTY, MM
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Nov. 3,
1968: Members of St. Ann’s
Parish Council in Kewanna
came up with a unique idea
for fostering parish unity
and financial gain. They
leased 100 acres of farm land
and parishioners planted
and harvested a crop of soy-
beans that will net close to
$3,000.

• 25 years ago, Oct. 31,
1993: Five “listening” ses-
sions will be held at sites
around the Lafayette diocese
in coming weeks to gather
grass-roots input on rural
concerns. The information
will be shared with the Indi-
ana Catholic Conference.

• 10 years ago, Nov. 2,
2008: Oct. 31 marked the
100th anniversary of the first
healing attributed to the in-
tercession of St. Theodore
Guerin, foundress of the Sis-
ters of Providence of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods. Sister
Mary Theodosia Mug, who
received the healing, was
born in Attica. 

• Five years ago, Nov. 3,
2013: Five hundred white
crosses recently were placed
in front of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Church in
Zionsville. The parish creat-
ed the “Cemetery of the In-
nocents” as part of its partic-
ipation in 40 Days for Life.

Saints 
of the week

Zechariah and Elizabeth
(First century)
Feast: Nov. 5

The first chapter of
Luke’s Gospel tells the
story of John the Baptist’s
parents. Elizabeth, a
cousin of Mary, is old
and childless; her hus-
band, Zechariah, is a
priest in Jerusalem.
Zechariah is praying in
the Temple when an
angel reveals Elizabeth
will bear a son named
John. When he doesn’t
believe the angel, he is
struck dumb until he
confirms the name John
at his son’s circumcision.
Before John’s birth, Mary,
who is pregnant with
Jesus, visits Elizabeth;
their prayerful greetings
became the “Hail Mary”
and “Canticle of Mary.”
Elizabeth is the patron
saint of pregnant women
and infertile couples.

(Catholic News Service)

‘The plane people’: Seeing the best at the worst of times

R oxanne Loper was al-
most home. Her jour-
ney had begun 15

months earlier when she
spotted a picture of a baby
girl on the “World Partners”
Web site and sensed some-
thing special.

She and her husband,
Clark, ranchers in Alto,
Texas, had not been able to
conceive a child naturally.
They inquired about the girl
online, whose name was
Alexandria, scraped togeth-
er their savings and started
the adoption process. 

On Aug. 18, 2001, they
flew out of Dallas to Frank-
furt and then Russia. Next
came a six-hour car ride
across the Ural Mountains
into Kazakhstan. Their desti-
nation was an orphanage
known as Baby House Num-
ber Two. Located on a dirt
field, it housed 80 young or-
phans, including their 2-

year-old daughter. 
For the next 14 days, they

would visit the orphanage
two hours in the morning
and two hours in the after-
noon so Alexandria could
get to know her new parents.

The Lopers finalized their
adoption at a Sept. 5 court
hearing and embarked on a
protracted flight home. On
the morning of Sept. 11, 2001,
they were on their last leg,
just hours from Texas, when
the pilot re-routed them to a
town they had never heard
of: Gander, Newfoundland.

They were told something
vague about the U.S. airspace
being closed.

Soon they became one of
38 planes re-directed to the
Canadian island’s northeast-
ern edge. Some 6,595 weary
travelers descended upon
Gander, population 10,300.
And at the worst of times,
they experienced the best of
humanity. Their fear and fa-
tigue were met with comfort
and compassion. 

For the next four days,
Gander locals embraced “the
plane people,” as they were
dubbed — Britons, Germans,
Americans, Arabs, Dutch,
Chinese, Germans, Russians,
Pakistanis, Italians. Volun-
teers greeted them at the air-
port, smiling warmly. Bus
drivers on strike got behind
the wheel again to take them
to the schools, shelters and
churches. 

Locals invited the plane

people into their homes for
hot tea, hot showers and
computer access. Donations
of every kind poured in: dia-
pers, toothbrushes, under-
wear. Pharmacists filled
more than 1,000 prescrip-
tions in 24 hours at no cost. 

The members of St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church
welcomed Hannah
O’Rourke, whose son, a New
York City firefighter, was
missing. She felt sustained
by the Eucharist and, for the
next hours, at home in the
Church universal.  

The president of the Lions
Club took special care of the
Lopers throughout the week
and rushed to their rescue
when they almost boarded a
plane headed back to Frank-
furt. 

Eventually they made
arrangements for a ferry and
car ride into the States. By
then, Roxanne had the flu,

but her heart was doubled
over with gratitude: for her
new daughter and for the
strangers who had treated
them like family. To know
that a place like Gander ex-
isted offset the horror of ter-
rorism. 

The Christian couple is
still inspired by Gander,
where divine intervention
was unmistakable.

“We try to help whenever
and however we can,” she
said. “Little things. We pull
over every time we see
someone with car trouble.”  

In this season of gratitude,
we too must “look for the
helpers,” to quote Mr.
Rogers, and be the helpers,
remembering that one act of
kindness begets another, be-
lieving in God and Gander
and each other. 

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove
Heights, Minn.

Twenty

Something

BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Joseph Church, Reynolds.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 4 p.m.

Sunday: 10:15 a.m. 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 10

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Faith fundamentals 
at your fingertips

The online version of the 
Catechism of the Catholic
Church is easy to search and
read. Visit the U.S. bishops’
Web site: www.usccb.org.

Candi-
dates of 
Immaculate
Conception
Parish in
Portland 
recently 
received the
sacrament of
confirmation
from Bishop
Timothy L.
Doherty
(seated). 

At right is 
pastor 
Father Bob
Moran. 

(Photo 
provided)
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