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NOBLESVILLE — Our
Lady of Grace School is cre-
ating ornaments to accom-
pany the National Christ-
mas Tree in Washington,
D.C., this year.

Fifty-six schools across
the country are creating
one-of-a-kind ornaments
for the 2018 National
Christmas Tree experience
on the Ellipse in President’s
Park. 

“It’s an excitement and
privilege,” said Michelle
Boyd, principal of Our
Lady of Grace School.  

“I’m excited that my art-

work is going to be on dis-
play for many people to
see,” said Saris Becker, a
sixth-grader at the school.  

The handcrafted orna-
ments from the schools will
adorn 56 smaller trees that
surround the National
Christmas Tree. 

The 56 trees represent
each U.S. state, territory and
the District of Columbia as
part of the “America Cele-
brates” display. The display
is one of the highlights of
the National Christmas Tree
experience, which begins
on Nov. 28 with the 96th

annual tree lighting cere-
mony. 

Each school will create
ornaments that celebrate its
state, district or territory. 

Through a partnership
with the National Park Ser-
vice, the U.S. Department of
Education worked with
state art and education
agencies to identify middle
schools and high schools
whose students would cre-
ate the ornaments. The pro-
ject is funded by the
National Park Foundation.

“We are very honored for
our students to have such a

great opportunity to repre-
sent the state of Indiana at
the National Christmas Tree
display,” said Rachel Plun-
kett, an art teacher at Our
Lady of Grace School. “The
theme for our ornaments is
the Indianapolis 500. Several
students added a 3-D print-
ed race car to their design.
Being a 2018 STEM-certified
school, we wanted to use
some elements that show-
case our engineering and
design process.”

The ornaments will be on
display from Dec. 1, 2018,
through Jan. 1, 2019.

Catechists
explore
‘Living as
Missionary
Disciples’

“And what you have heard
from me in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to
teach others also.” 

— 2 Timothy 2:2

By Rita DeKlyen
For The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — In the Dio-
cese of Lafayette-in-Indiana,
it’s not only priests and dea-
cons spreading the good
news of Jesus Christ. Hun-
dreds of laypeople through-
out the diocese are also
responsible for teaching oth-
ers the good news.  

More than 150 of the dio-
cese’s catechists had an
opportunity to learn more
about their faith and sharing
it with those they teach at
the Missionary Discipleship
Conference held at St. Eliza-
beth Seton Parish on Nov. 3.

The conference, hosted by
the diocesan Office of Cate-
chesis and the Notre Dame
McGrath Institute for
Church Life, focused on

(Continued on Page 8)

Students at
Our Lady of
Grace School
in Noblesville
will create
ornaments for
this year’s
National
Christmas Tree
experience in
Washington,
D.C. Their
ornaments will
celebrate the
state of 
Indiana. 
(Information
and photo
courtesy Our
Lady of Grace
School)

Students’ ornaments to be part of national event

Father Timothy
Kroeger, retired
pastor of St.
Joseph Parish,
Lebanon, recently
traveled to the
Shrine of Our
Lady of Lourdes
in France.

Story, Page 4.

Holy Hour of Healing
and Reparation

All are invited to join 
Bishop Timothy L. 
Doherty at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 30, for a Holy
Hour of Healing and 
Reparation at the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.
The opportunity for confes-
sions will be available from
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
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1) 1 Kings 17:10-16
2) Hebrews 9:24-28
3) Gospel: Mark 12:38-44 
or Mark 12:41-44

Monday, Nov. 12
1) Titus 1:1-9
2) Gospel: Luke 17:1-6

Tuesday, Nov. 13
1) Titus 2:1-8, 11-14
2) Gospel: Luke 17:7-10

Wednesday, Nov. 14
1) Titus 3:1-7
2) Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

Thursday, Nov. 15
1) Philemon 7-20
2) Gospel: Luke 17:20-25

Friday, Nov. 16
1) 2 John 4-9
2) Gospel: Luke 17:26-37

Saturday, Nov. 17
1) 3 John 5-8
2) Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

November 11
32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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All are invited to join the
Sisters of Providence of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
for “Sundays at the
Woods: Mindfulness and
Meditation,” scheduled for
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 18, in the Foley Room
at the Providence Spiritual-
ity & Conference Center.
Those attending will join
Sister Jan Craven and Sis-
ter Paula Damiano in prac-
ticing mindfulness — the
art of paying attention in a

particular way, on purpose,
in the present moment and
nonjudgmentally. Learn
how to enter into mindful-
ness and experience prac-

tices such as mindful walk-
ing, candle meditation and
mindfulness in nature.
“Getting away is a choice
one has to make in order to
have any quality in one’s
life,” Sister Jan said. “Tak-
ing time for oneself is one
of the healthiest actions
one can take in order to go
back into our needy world
and give oneself away over
and over.” Entering mind-
fulness “feels like a burst
of new energy running

through a life,” she said.
“It feels like one can han-
dle with ease ... the next
major incident or headache
at work, like one can’t wait
to get out of bed in the
morning and start a new
day ...” There is no cost to
attend the afternoon, but
donations will be accepted.
For more information, call
812-535-2952 or e-mail
jfrost@spsmw.org.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

The Student
Council at 
St. Lawrence
Catholic
School in
Muncie recent-
ly sponsored
“Socktober.”
The council
encouraged fel-
low students
and parish-
ioners to
donate new
socks to local
people in need.
The school and
parish donated
258 pairs of
socks to help
those in the
Muncie com-
munity. (Photo
provided)

Anti-Semitism
Do not forget.
On the same island that holds Notre

Dame Cathedral in Paris, there is a
memorial for French Jewish Holocaust
victims who were deported in
the 1940s. When you enter, you
see  white stone walls covered
with rows and rows of
uncountable black buttons,
each signifying a person.
When turning to leave, you see
the “Do Not Forget” 
(“N’oubliez pas”) over the exit.

This image came to mind on
Oct. 28 as I heard of the 11
martyrs shot to death at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pitts-
burgh. As in our tradition, a
person killed solely because of
their faith is termed a martyr. 

Over the past couple of
weeks, I have listened to reports about
people and groups who have ramped
up anti-Jewish rhetoric in recent years.
I confess that I have been unaware that
kind of “hate speech” has slipped into
the mainstream. It seems to rise and
fall through history, and too often,
someone picks it up again for their
own strange reasons. In my first year
of priesthood, I preached something
that upset a person enough for them to

post a message on the parish bulletin
board: “Jesus was no Jew.”

There are a couple of things I hope
to do through this column. First, pub-

licly express my sadness and
my support for the survivors
of that shooting. I am not
thinking just of people in Pitts-
burgh, but of all people who
are Jewish by faith and by her-
itage. 

Second, I encourage every-
one who reads this to talk
about the term “anti-
Semitism” around their
kitchen table. Parents should
talk to their children about this
term, and the potentially dead-
ly results this bias may have. It
is difficult to locate the tipping
points where a prejudice turns

to violence. 
Of course, getting to know different

people as people greatly reduces sus-
picion or ill feeling. I think back to
when I taught the Old Testament
(Hebrew Scriptures) to freshmen and
we took busloads of students on a day
trip to visit a synagogue. The leaders
at the synagogue were thrilled that we
were interested in them, and that we
wanted to hear them explain their

faith tradition in their own words.
My students had a different human

perspective when they again heard
that we all worship the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob.

We must not remain silent about
anti-Semitism. It is important that we
all examine our consciences on being
part of the problem or part of the solu-
tion. Silence can have dire conse-
quences.

CANDLES is a small Holocaust
Museum and Education Center in
Terre Haute, Ind. Eva Kor founded it,
herself a survivor of Second World
War Nazi imprisonment. She still does
public presentations. During a visit to
the museum, I purchased a poster that
hangs in a prayer space at my resi-
dence. It quotes a Protestant minister,
Pastor Martin Niemöller (1892-1984):
“First they came for the communists,
and I did not speak out because I was
not a communist. Then they came for
the trade unionists, and I did not
speak out because I was not a trade
unionist. Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out because I was
not a Jew. Then they came for me, and
there was no one left to speak for me.”

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty
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How to report an incident of sexual abuse of a minor

If you or someone you know has been a victim of
child sexual abuse by a person working for the
Roman Catholic Church in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana (such as a priest, deacon, sister, brother,
lay officer, lay employee, lay volunteer, etc.) you are
requested to report the incident in the following man-
ner:

1) Make a report to Child Protective Services by
calling 800-800-5556.

2) Call the Office of the Vicar General (765-269-
4601) or the Office of Assistance Ministry (765-464-
4988) for the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.

3) Compose in writing a detailed description of the
facts/incidents of the abuse and send it as soon as
possible to: Mr. Max Layden, PO Box 909, Lafayette,
IN 47902. 

4) Thereafter, an investigation will be undertaken
by or on behalf of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.

Cómo denunciar un incidente de abuso sexual 
contra un menor

Si usted o alguien que conoce ha sido víctima del
abuso sexual infantil por parte de una persona que tra-
baje para la Iglesia Católica-Romana en la Diócesis de
Lafayette en Indiana (tal como un sacerdote, diácono,
religioso, funcionario laico, empleado, voluntario, etc.) se
le pide que denuncie el incidente de la siguiente forma:

1) Realice una denuncia ante la organización de pro-
tección para menores llamando al 800-800-5556.

2) Llame a la Oficina del Vicario General (765-269-
4601) o a la oficina del ministerio de asistencia (765-
464-4988) de la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana. 

3) Redacte una descripción detallada de los hechos e
incidentes de dicho abuso y envíela tan pronto como
sea posible a:  Mr. Max Layden, PO Box 909, Lafayette,
IN 47902. 

4) Posteriormente, la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indi-
ana o un representante de ésta, llevará a cabo una
investigación.

Notice

In an Oct. 30 letter to 
Bishop Timothy L. 
Doherty, StoneBridge
Business Partners of
Rochester, N.Y., 
reported that 
the Diocese of 
Lafayette-in-Indiana 
is in compliance with 
the data collection
requirements for the
2017/2018 Charter 
for the Protection of 
Children and Young 
People audit period.

Let us continue to lift up 
in prayer all who are 
victims of abuse.

Knights of Columbus and family members recently distributed coats
and blankets collected around the parish campus of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Church in Zionsville in October. The coats and blankets were dis-
tributed at the Caring Center in Lebanon. This year’s “Share the Warmth”

drive served 57 families, distributing 162 coats and more than 60 blan-
kets, hats and gloves. Over the past seven years, the drive has helped
335 Boone County families stay warm, with more than 870 coats and 460
blankets. (Photos provided)
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‘To take the path to the grotto is to go into another world’
By Kevin Cullen
For The Catholic Moment

LEBANON — Father Tim
Kroeger often said that if he
ever became seriously ill, he
wanted to visit Lourdes, a
pilgrimage site in France
known for its miraculous
healing waters.

Mission accomplished.

F ather Kroeger has
Parkinson’s disease,
an incurable, crippling

neurological disorder. After
13 years as pastor of St.
Joseph Church, he retired in
June at age 63. He stayed in
Lebanon, where his former
parishioners help care for
him.

On Oct. 1, the priest —
with his brother Paul, St.
Joseph parishioner Josh
Frost, luggage and a wheel-
chair  — flew from Indi-
anapolis to Chicago, then to
Paris, where they visited
three historic churches.  

A few days later, they took
a five-hour train ride to
Lourdes, in southern France.

There, in 1858, the Virgin
Mary appeared in a grotto to
a 14-year-old peasant girl
named Bernadette
Soubirous.  

The Blessed Mother reap-
peared 17 times, and told the
girl to dig into the ground
and drink from the small
spring that bubbled up. Ever
since, people have reported
being cured after drinking
and bathing in that water. 

The Church has officially
recognized 69 miraculous
healings there. The girl
became St. Bernadette.

“To take the path to the
grotto is to go into another
world,” Father Kroeger said.

Lourdes, population
15,000, is the second busiest
tourist site in France, with
270 hotels. Approximately 6
million pilgrims visit it
between May and October
each year.

Parishioners at St. Joseph
Parish paid travel expenses
for Father Kroeger and Josh
Frost, an officer on the
Zionsville Fire Department.
Paul Kroeger, a Logansport
funeral director, accompa-
nied them on the 10-day trip.

“It was a very moving
experience. I found it to be a
more spiritual experience
that I thought,” Paul Kroeger
said. “I’ll never forget when
we checked in ... we saw a
procession probably a half-
mile long, by candlelight.
Everyone was singing

‘Immaculate Mary,’ together.
I thought ‘This is what you
think you’ll see, but you
don’t think you’ll see.’ It was
9:30 at night.”

The highlight was Father
Kroeger’s bath in the spring
water. There are 14 enclosed
bathing areas, seven for men
and seven for women. Peo-
ple pray and sing as each
waits his turn to bathe in a
granite tub.

“The entire grounds were
prayerful; there was a rever-
ence among everyone
there,” Frost said. “The inter-
action with the people there
was surprising.

“A miracle can come in
many ways. It can come
from the peace and accep-
tance ... It does not have to
be a cure, it can be a cure of
the spirit. Sometimes just to
have that peace can be as
curative.”

The bath attendants,
Father Kroeger said, were
patient and kind, never
rushed. He likened the expe-
rience to that of baptism.
After getting out of his
wheelchair, he was placed in
a special chair with bar
attachments. Five attendants
then placed him in the water.

“I was dreading the cold
water, but I never felt cold,”
Father Kroeger said. “I had
the feeling of the paralytic
being lowered through the
roof to Christ.”

Throughout the bath, he

felt that “through the
Church, other people bring
us to Christ” ... and like the
water itself, “God’s grace
surrounds you.”

Paul Kroeger and Frost
stood on either side of him
as he was submerged. They
prayed to St. Bernadette, St.
John the Baptist and the Vir-
gin Mary.

“When you are sub-
merged, you wear no cloth-
ing,” Paul Kroeger said. “But
it was a very modest experi-
ence, there was no immod-
esty about it … They draw
the curtains. It is so appro-
priate. You see rows and
rows of people waiting, yet it
was not an assembly line. It
was a true ministry (for the
workers) to be there, at the
waters.”

The basilica draws people
from all corners of the world.

“To hear the different lan-
guages, all praying together
at the same Mass with such
faith,” Frost said. “It  was a
very special moment, one
that was very profound to
me.”

Paul Kroeger said he was
moved by the presence of
the Catholic faith, every-
where, in everything, in
Lourdes.

“There were people with
crosses, banners, religious
sisters in long habits,
Dominicans,” he said. “... I
can’t imagine anyone going
there and not wanting to be

Catholic. It is literally in the
water.

“Teenagers were pushing
people in wheelchairs. Faith
was not reserved for old
people.”

Frost said that since com-
ing home, “I find myself
more patient and cherishing
some of the smaller things.” 

Travel can be stressful, he
said, but such issues “didn’t
manifest themselves.”

Paul Kroeger said that
being in a place so steeped in
the sacraments, prayer and
the Mass brought a special

sense of peace. Even the rock
where Bernadette encoun-
tered the Virgin Mary is
smooth as glass — polished
by the fingers of millions of
believers.

Father Kroeger said that
the many pilgrims demon-
strated the power of faith.

“You see people down on
their knees. We saw a
woman crawl on her hands
and knees,” he said.

Back home in Lebanon, he
saw the trip to Lourdes as a
dream fulfilled. He thanked
the parish, his brother and
Frost for making it possible.

“Part of a pilgrimage is
just being with people, shar-
ing meals with Josh and Paul
... I’m very grateful. It was a
great gift,” he said.

Lourdes is more than a
town in France. It is a place
filled with “the experience of
the love of God,” he said. “It
was a tangible experience —
he gives us something to see,
touch and feel.”

“Even without the spiritu-
al aspect, it would have been
a great trip,” his brother
said. “Throw that in, and it’s
exponentially better. We
went there for the spiritual
experience, and we got it.”

Frost agreed: “I expected a
profound experience, but
not to that magnitude ... It
was one of those rare times
in life when I felt the real
presence of God.”

And on a personal note,
he said, “The kinship, the
fellowship we experienced
together we’ll remember for
a lifetime. It was absolutely
wonderful.”

Father Timothy Kroeger (seated center) recently traveled to Lourdes with his brother
Paul (left) and St. Joseph, Lebanon, parishioner Josh Frost. (Photo by Kevin Cullen)

The grotto at the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in south-
ern France (Photo courtesy Paul Kroeger)
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Change of address?
Send it to us at 

moment@dol-in.org!

We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Two plots
Our Lady of Peace Cemetery

9001 Haverstick Road, Indianapolis
Our Lady of Guadalupe Section C,

lots 433 and 434. Significant 
discount from $8,000 purchase

price. Call Joe Striebel, 
765-776-0566, to discuss.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND AND ROME
March 10 - 23, 2019

Spiritual director: Father Anthony Ochoa
For registration and more information, please contact: 

Dora Salazar  •  (765) 404-0684
Grace Barton  •  (765) 771-9080

Array of Christian denominations not what Jesus envisioned

I n our culture, we are
accustomed to frequent-
ly seeing many Christian

congregations of different
and differing denomina-
tions. In fact, some do not
even profess a particular
denomination.

These differences began in
Western civilization 500
years ago with the Protestant
Reformation. There is no
doubt that the Catholic
Church at that time needed
reform. However, it did not
need replacement.

In the initial phases of this
movement, specific denomi-
nations were established
according to the beliefs, the-
ologies, philosophies or even
political views of individual
men. 

Some emphasized the
general priesthood of the
baptized, others had differ-
ent beliefs regarding sacra-
ments, and yet others
desired various forms of
church governance. 

As these differences mul-

tiplied, so did the names and
beliefs of a dizzying number
of diverse denominations
claiming to follow Jesus.
These number in the thou-
sands. There was no central
authority to hold them
together.

Until two generations
ago, it was possible to know
what particular belief system
was followed in a given con-
gregation by its denomina-
tional name. That is no
longer true. 

These reformed churches
multiplied so much that the
original creeds of the
denomination were com-
monly abandoned and even

unknown. Without a central
teaching authority, the local
congregation and the indi-
vidual believer became the
ultimate authority regarding
particular beliefs.

This evolution has pro-
duced the current array of
multiple congregations.
These profess belief in Jesus,
but not the same beliefs. In
fact, very often a believer
chooses to be a member of a
specific congregation not
because of its particular
beliefs, but because of vary-
ing other reasons.    

A member of a congrega-
tion frequently chooses to
identify with a local group
because its building is close
or in the same neighbor-
hood, or because of the qual-
ity of its preaching or music,
or its youth program or ath-
letic teams meet their needs.
Particular beliefs have
become secondary to these
factors.

This was not the church
envisioned by Jesus in the

New Testament. Nor was
this diversity reflected in the
New Testament letters of Sts.
Peter and Paul. Jesus fore-
told that he would establish
a Church, not churches
(Matthew 16:18). 

Jesus also established the
seven sacraments as instru-
ments of grace in overcom-
ing sin and uniting one to
God.

Further, Jesus gave to his
Church a system of teaching
authority. He promised that
he would send the Holy
Spirit to guide the Church in
its teaching (John 16:7-13).
He sent the Apostles, his first
priests and bishops, to teach
his truth to the whole world
and promised that he would
always be with the Church
in its teaching (Matthew
28:19-20). He gave his
Church a functioning head,
in the person of St. Peter,
who became the first bishop
of Rome and pope, and
promised that his teachings
as pope would be ratified by

God (Matthew 16:18-19).
We see this outline of the

Church as established by
Jesus in St. Paul, who went
about the Mediterranean
world establishing churches
and ordaining bishops who
head and teach each one.
This is manifest in St. Paul’s
two New Testament letters
to the Church at Corinth
where he insisted that they
be unified in the teachings of
Jesus by obedience to their
local bishop.

Clearly Jesus envisioned
and established one Church
with bishops of each local
church united in truth to the
role of the pope as the suc-
cessor of St. Peter. We pray
for the reunion of all Chris-
tians in the truthful, authori-
tative teachings which char-
acterize the Church of our
Lord.

Msgr. John Duncan has been
a priest of the Lafayette diocese
for more than 58 years.

A Moment

with 

Monsignor

BY MSGR. JOHN DUNCAN

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 
Sign up at www.usccb.org/

bible/readings

The Indiana State Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge was
held recently at St. Theodore Guerin High School in Noblesville. Boys
and girls ages 9 to 14 from across the state participated in the annual

Knights of Columbus event. The Knights is a two-million-member
Catholic men’s organization serving the Church, families, youth and com-
munity. (Photos provided)
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Young women join together to learn how to be ‘Fearless’
“Be who God created you to

be and you will set the world on
fire.” 

— St. Catherine of Siena

LAFAYETTE — Approxi-
mately 70 young women in
grades six through 12 from
around the Lafayette diocese
gathered earlier this fall for a
daylong retreat at the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.

The event was hosted by
the cathedral parish and
Siena Society — St. Mary’s
small group for young
women in junior high and
high school. 

The retreat, titled “Fear-
less: Be Who God Created
You to Be,” focused on help-
ing young women grow
stronger in their faith, learn
the importance of Christ-
centered friendships, devel-
op a heart for service, and
understand the important
role they can play in making
the world a better place.

The retreat, which began
with Mass, was free and fea-
tured three speakers: Kari
Kampakis, a best-selling
Catholic author and speaker;
Loretta Rush, chief justice of
the Indiana Supreme Court,
and Dee Bernhardt, a local
Purdue University campus
ministry leader.

Kampakis is a successful
blogger, speaker and author.
She spoke to the young
women about how they can
be “fearless” in their own
lives. 

She told the young
women that to truly find joy
and peace they need to focus
on their relationships —
first, their relationship with
God, and then their relation-
ships with others. 

She also shared advice on
living in a social media

world, saying, “Social media
can plant the seeds of rela-
tionships, but it can’t deepen
the roots.” 

She advised the young
women to find a good group
of friends and to cultivate
those friendships.  

Kampakis’ two talks
affected many in the audi-
ence, including 12-year-old
Siena Society member
Sophia Adler. 

“My favorite part of the
retreat was Kari Kampakis.
She was really interesting to
listen to and had a lot of
good advice about living a
fearless life,” Sophia said.

Chief Justice Rush spoke
to the young women about
the importance of the choices
they make. 

She told the young
women that one choice can
make a world of difference
and that “there are some

decisions that are hard to
pull back from.” 

She advised the girls to
seek the counsel of God
through prayer when they
are unsure of what to do, as
well as to show kindness
towards others whenever
possible.

“Loretta Rush showed me
that girls don’t have stereo-
types, we have a voice and
we can do great things,” said
11-year-old Siena Society
member Aubrey Bapst.

“This retreat was a great
opportunity for the young
women of our diocese to lis-
ten and learn from inspira-
tional women like Chief Jus-
tice Rush. It is so important
for girls to have women to
look up to that are strong in
their faith,” said Katie Rule,
Siena Society Advisory
Council vice chair of sister-
hood. 

Dee Bernhardt encour-
aged the young women to
listen carefully. “God is
always talking to you. We
just have to listen.” 

She also reiterated Kam-
pakis’ message when she
told the young women to
“surround yourself with
people who lift you up.”

Attendees of the retreat
were encouraged to bring
small baby items to donate,
and wrote encouraging
notes of support to the
women who use Matrix Life-
Care Center in Lafayette.

The Siena Society was
founded at the cathedral
parish a little more than 18
months ago. 

Father Jeff Martin, then
pastor of the parish, and
Father Kyle Neterer, associ-
ate pastor, asked four parish-
ioners to form a small group
for young women in the

parish. 
Through prayer and a lot

of work, the Siena Society
was born and there are now
approximately 20 active
young women in the group. 

The society meets twice a
month throughout the year:
once for spiritual growth
and once for a sisterhood
and/or service event. 

Named after St. Catherine
of Siena, a saint known for
her wisdom and unwaver-
ing love for the Lord, the
mission of the group focuses
on empowering young
women to be a force of good
in the world while bringing
the light of Christ to others.

Siena Society Advisory
Council Chair Kasie Rober-
son shared that as other
parishes learn about the
Siena Society, there is inter-
est in starting other chapters
across the diocese. 

“We have seen the spirit
of God working from the
very beginning of Siena Soci-
ety and we are happy to
share with other parishes the
information they need to
start their own chapter,” she
said. “Young women today
need to know that they are
beloved daughters of a God
who knew his divine plan
wasn’t complete unless they
were in it, and that God is
calling them to be women of
courage, of faith and of
virtue. We are excited to help
them grow to be these
women through their
involvement in Siena Soci-
ety.”

Anyone who has an inter-
est in starting a Siena Society
chapter at a parish is encour-
aged to contact the society’s
Advisory Council at siena
society@gmail.com.

Information and photos pro-
vided by the Siena Society.

Author and speaker Kari Kampakis, seated second from left, visits with some of the
attendees at the recent retreat for young women held at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception in Lafayette.

Dee Bernhardt (above left) and Loretta Rush (above right) share their messages at the “Fearless” retreat. (Photos provided)
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Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Women’s Silent Retreat

Begin the season of
Advent with a weekend
experience of the wonder
of silence and Scripture on
the beautiful campus of
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center in Tip-
ton. 

This retreat will be held
from 7 p.m. Friday, Nov.
30, to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
2. The weekend will
include Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer, and
plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.  

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and five meals.
(Please have dinner prior
to checking in to the
retreat.) Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Cost is $170 per person.
A minimum of five partici-
pants is needed, with a
maximum of 10. This
retreat is available for
women age 19 and older.

Register before Nov. 23
by contacting Samir Azer
at 765-551-9570 or
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information 

or contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585. 

Advent Day of Reflection 

Do you struggle with
balancing the Advent sea-
son of joyful waiting with
your responsibilities for
the holidays? Can you pre-
pare your heart for Jesus ...
and still prepare holiday
traditions for your family?
Get away from the hustle
and bustle and spend
some time in hopeful
anticipation of Jesus’ birth. 

This retreat will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 10. The day
will include conferences on
balancing Advent and hol-
iday activities and the use
of Advent music to foster
the spirit of anticipation.
Time for prayer and reflec-
tion, Mass and lunch will
fill out the day.

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes a single
day room and lunch.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. A min-
imum of five participants
is needed. This retreat is
available for men and
women age 19 and older.

Register before Dec. 6 by
contacting Samir Azer at
765-551-9570 or e-mail
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585.

“Three Days in the Life 
of a Monk or Nun”

Have you ever won-
dered what life in a
monastery is like? Here is
a retreat that will allow
you to experience the basic
life of a monastic and to
live the Benedictine motto

Ora et Labora. 
The retreat will be held

from 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec.
11, to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 13. The three days
will include living by a
monastic schedule that
will include time for Mass,
Liturgy of the Hours, pri-
vate prayer and meals, as
well as work periods.
Daily conference topics
will include lectio divina,
Liturgy of the Hours, and
the spirituality of work. 

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and seven meals.
Cost is $185 per person. A
minimum of five partici-
pants is needed. This
retreat is available for men
and women age 19 and
older.

Register before Dec. 4 by
contacting Samir Azer at
765-551-9570 or e-mail
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585. 

Men’s Silent Retreat

Come and enjoy a week-
end experience of the won-
der of silence and Scrip-
ture. This retreat will be
held from 7 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 14, to 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 16. 

The weekend will
include Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer, and
plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.  

Amenities will include a
comfortable, full-service
room and five meals.
(Please have dinner prior
to checking in to the
retreat.) Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Cost is $170 per person.
A minimum of five partici-
pants is needed, with a
maximum of 10. This
retreat is available for men
age 19 and older.

Register before Dec. 7 by
contacting Samir Azer at
765-551-9570 or 
sazer@dol-in.org. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Richard Gallaway, 95, died Oct. 22. Rodger
James, 66, died Oct. 25. Bernard Mangan, 87, died
Oct. 28. All were members of All Saints in Logans-
port.

Gerry A. Huffman, 87, died Oct. 28. He was a
member of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cicero.

Daniel Wagner, 90, died Oct. 31. He was a mem-
ber of St. Charles Borromeo in Peru.

Patricia A. “Pat” Kramer, 81, died Oct. 28. She was
a member of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monticello.

Don Phillips, 84, died Oct. 19. Mary Eileen
Pomeroy, 86, died Oct. 20. Both were members of St.
Lawrence in Muncie.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Members of Our Lady of Grace Parish in Noblesville recently gathered out-
side the courthouse in Noblesville for the 2018 Public Square Rosary Rally to pray
for peace and the conversion of the nation. The rally was one of many held around
the country in an effort sponsored by America Needs Fatima. (Photo provided)
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(Continued from Page 1)

“Living as Missionary Disci-
ples.” 

“What does it mean to
have a ‘personal encounter
with Jesus Christ’? An
encounter with Jesus Christ
can come in any way that the
Holy Spirit leads, and the
Church provides many ways
to experience Jesus intimate-
ly such as through prayer,
the sacraments, adoration,
Scripture and the works of
mercy” (“Living as Mission-
ary Disciples,” United States
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, 2017).

Keynote speaker was Tim-
othy P. O’Malley, director of
education at the McGrath
Institute.

“How in your ministry as
catechists have you encoun-
tered Jesus Christ in the act
of teaching?” O’Malley
asked in opening his presen-
tation. 

“I have learned that I need
to spend more time in prayer
and keep my eyes open to all
the small beauty and mira-
cles that surround me,” he
said. “It is not always going
to be the huge ‘knock your
socks off’ miracle that catch-
es our attention of God’s
goodness. It is also in your
everyday life.”

Quoting Pope Benedict
XVI’s book, “The Yes of Jesus
Christ,” “... It is not a head-
long leap into heroism that
makes someone a saint, but
patiently and humbly walk-
ing with Jesus step by step.”

Attendees nodded in
agreement when O’Malley
went on to explain that it
may not be the “big retreat”
— where participants are
blindfolded and fall back-
wards to demonstrate trust
— where one meets Jesus
Christ. It can be as easy as
praying the Psalms and truly
listening to the words.  

“We must give our will
away and trust giving con-
trol over our life to
encounter Jesus to try and
become more like him. That
is what I am asking you all to
consider doing today,”
O’Malley said.

As the keynote address
continued, he touched upon
other important times in the
liturgical year, including
Lent. 

“God desires us! That is
the point of Lent,” O’Malley
said. 

It is not just about giving
up candy, but truly welcom-
ing Christ in our lives. “We

must create a space in our
lives for him during Lent
and always.”  

O’Malley also recognized
the hardships in life, from
widows and struggling stu-
dents to infertile couples and
patients with Alzheimer’s. 

He reminded everyone
that Christ rose from the
dead still with a body that
bled and a pierced side.
“God transformed suffering
into hope ... not fake happi-
ness, but joy.” 

He concluded his presen-
tation by telling all those
attending, “Christ has
pitched his tent among us
and now is the time for all to
go out and be disciples of
Christ.”

“I have worked in adult
ministry, specifically Christ
Renews His Parish, for the
past 12 years,” said attendee
Cindy McCune. “This
address resonated with me
because I have seen parish-
ioners be transformed as
Christ entered into their
lives through such a pro-
gram.”

Bishop Timothy L. Doher-
ty celebrated Mass at the
conference. 

“It is very important for
me to show my support for
these catechists who give so
freely of their time to teach
others about Christ,” he said.

After attendees listened to

the keynote address, groups
were broken out to attend
separate sessions, including
“Cultivating Disciplines,” by
Kathryn Thompson, a med-
ical student at the University
of Chicago Pritzker School of
Medicine, and “Creating an
Environment for En-
counter,” by Scott Boyle,
assistant director of Notre
Dame Vision.  

Andres Arango, director
of Hispanic evangelization
in the Diocese of Camden,
N.J., also taught three ses-
sions for Spanish-speaking

catechists.
In the day’s final sessions

— ”Building a Missionary
Field Kit” — attendees gath-
ered into groups related to
their particular ministries to
learn more about how to
implement missionary disci-
pleship into their teaching.  

“I feel like this conference
has given me the opportuni-
ty to work on my relation-
ship with Jesus Christ,” said
attendee Amanda Hoffman.
“This way I am more pre-
pared to help those I teach.”

The day ended with a
prayer that resonated with
all:

“Lord, fill us with the
resplendent light of your
eternal love. May we love
you above all things, and our
brothers for your sake. Grant
this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.”

This year’s Missionary
Discipleship Conference
Team included: Chad Grube,
St. Patrick and St. Joan of Arc
parishes, Kokomo; Roger
Helmkamp, St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish, Carmel; Tom
Ponchak, Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish, Carmel;
Shannon Schmidt, Holy
Spirit Parish, Fishers; and
Janice Storey, St. Mary and
St. Ambrose parishes,
Anderson.

Certificates/awards

• Basic Catechist Forma-
tion Certificate Award recip-
ients:

Denise Beckwith, St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo

Linda Butchart, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

• Specialized Catechist
Formation Certificate Award
recipients:

Denise Beckwith, St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo

Jim Beckwith, St. Joan of
Arc, Kokomo

Linda Butchart, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

Ed Heidebrecht, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

Chuck Lambuth, St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo 

• Advanced Catechist
Formation Certificate Award
recipients: 

Denise Beckwith, St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo

Jim Beckwith, St. Joan of
Arc, Kokomo

Linda Butchart, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

Ed Heidebrecht, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

Carrie Lupini, St. Patrick,
Kokomo

Elaine Stiner, St. Joan of
Arc, Kokomo

Jeanne Watson, St. Joan of
Arc, Kokomo

• St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Parish Recognitions:

St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo
St. Patrick, Kokomo
St. Charles Borromeo,

Peru
St. Maria Goretti, West-

field

• Ecclesial Lay Ministry
graduates:

Michael Booth, Our Lady
of the Lakes, Monticello

Denise Lunsford, Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel

Michael MacNulty, St.
Maria Goretti, Westfield

Carlos Peredo, Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel, Carmel

‘Now is the time for all to go out and be disciples of Christ’

Keynote speaker Timothy O’Malley: “It is not always
going to be the huge ‘knock your socks off’ miracle that
catches our attention of God’s goodness. It is also in
your everyday life.” (Photo by Rita DeKlyen)
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When disaster strikes ...
Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is finan-
cial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations can
make a world of differ-
ence:

• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assis-
tance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around the
world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

you can help!

Abuse crisis, day of prayer on U.S. bishops’ meeting agenda
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Discussion and voting on
concrete measures to
address the abuse crisis and
a day of spiritual discern-
ment and prayer will top the
agenda for the U.S. bishops
when they meet Nov. 12-14
for their fall general assem-
bly in Baltimore.

T he assembly will
begin Nov. 12 with an
address by Cardinal

Daniel N. DiNardo of Galve-
ston-Houston, who is presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, as well
as remarks by Archbishop
Christophe Pierre, papal
nuncio to the United States.

The body of bishops will
then adjourn to an on-site
chapel for a full day of spiri-
tual discernment and prayer.
This will be followed by a
Mass celebrated at the site of
the assembly that evening.

In a letter sent late Oct. 26
to all U.S. bishops, Cardinal
DiNardo asked them to
spend seven days before the
meeting, from Nov. 5 to Nov.
11, in “intensified” prayer,
fasting and reparation to
prepare for their general
assembly in Baltimore.

During their business ses-
sions, the U.S. bishops will
discuss and vote on a series
of concrete measures to
respond to the abuse, includ-
ing those approved for their
agenda at the September
meeting of the Administra-
tive Committee.

Actions approved by the
committee Sept. 19 and to be
voted on include approving
the establishment of a third-
party confidential reporting
system for claims of any
abuse by bishops.

Committee members also
instructed the bishops’ Com-
mittee on Canonical Affairs
and Church Governance to
develop proposals for poli-
cies addressing restrictions
on bishops who were
removed or resigned
because of allegations of
abuse of minors or adults.

They also initiated the
process of developing a code
of conduct for bishops
regarding sexual misconduct
with a minor or adult or
“negligence in the exercise of
his office related to such
cases.”

The Administrative Com-
mittee consists of the offi-
cers, chairmen and regional
representatives of the
USCCB. The committee,
which meets in March and
September, is the highest
authority of the USCCB out-
side of the full body of bish-
ops when they meet for their
fall and spring general
assemblies.

In Baltimore, the bishops
also will hear reports from
the National Advisory
Council and National
Review Board.

They also will vote on a
proposed pastoral on racism
titled “Open Wide Our
Hearts: The Enduring Call to
Love — A Pastoral Letter
Against Racism.”

“Despite many promising
strides made in our country,

the ugly cancer of
racism still infects
our nation,” the
proposed docu-
ment says. “Racist
acts are sinful
because they vio-
late justice. They
reveal a failure to
acknowledge the
human dignity of
the persons
offended, to rec-
ognize them as
the neighbors
Christ calls us to
love.”

They also will
hear a report on
the now-conclud-
ed Synod of Bish-
ops on young peo-
ple, the faith and

vocational discernment, will
vote on a 2019 budget as
well as vote for a USCCB
treasurer-elect and a couple
of committee chairmen and
five chairmen-elect.

The USCCB announced
several of the nominees Oct.
30:

• For USCCB treasurer-
elect: Bishop Gregory L.
Parkes of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
and Archbishop Charles C.
Thompson of Indianapolis.

• For chairman of the
Committee on Catholic Edu-
cation: Bishop Michael C.
Barber of Oakland, Calif.,
and Bishop David J. Malloy
of Rockford, Ill.

Nominees for chairmen-
elect include:

• For the Committee on
Clergy, Consecrated Life,
and Vocations: Bishop James

F. Checchio of Metuchen,
N.J., and Bishop Michael F.
Olson of Fort Worth, Texas.

• For the Committee on
Divine Worship: Archbishop
Leonard P. Blair of Hartford,
Conn., and Bishop David L.
Ricken of Green Bay, Wis.

• For the Committee on
Domestic Justice and
Human Development: Arch-
bishop Paul S. Coakley of
Oklahoma City and Arch-
bishop John C. Wester of
Santa Fe, N.M.

• For the Committee on
Laity, Marriage, Family Life,
and Youth: Archbishop Sal-
vatore J. Cordileone of San
Francisco and Bishop John F.
Doerfler of Marquette, Mich.

• For the Committee on
Migration: Auxiliary Bishop
Mario E. Dorsonville-
Rodriguez of Washington
and Bishop John E. Stowe of
Lexington, Ky.

The bishops also will vote
on a new chairman for the
Committee on National Col-
lections, to succeed the late
Bishop Joseph R. Cistone of
Saginaw, Mich. He was elect-
ed chairman-elect for the col-
lections committee last
November and was to begin
a three-year term as chair-
man at the end of this year’s
general assembly. He died
Oct. 16.

Public sessions of the dis-
cussions and votes during
the general assembly as well
as portions of the day of spir-
itual discernment will be
available via livestream at:
http://www.usccb.org/live.

U.S. news

Prelates pray during the 2017 fall general assembly of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Rosary for healing
in the Church
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join in praying
the luminous mysteries of
the rosary each Thursday
for the intention of healing
in the Church. The rosary
will be prayed beginning
around noon (after the 11:30
a.m. Mass) at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church.

“Surviving the Holidays”
seminar for those who are
grieving
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will offer a “Surviv-
ing the Holidays” seminar
for people who are grieving
a loved one’s death. The
two-hour seminar will offer
strategies for dealing with
emotions that may be faced
during the holidays; what to
do about traditions and
other changes; tips for sur-
viving social events; and
how to discover hope for
the future. The seminar will
be offered three times: 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 8; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 11; and 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Monday, Nov. 12. Cost
for materials is $5 per per-
son. For more information
or to register, contact Sue
Schmitz at 317-585-1257, ext.
120, or sue.schmitz@
hspgeist.org.

Veterans Day 
Spaghetti Dinner
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Catholic School will host a
Veterans Day Spaghetti Din-
ner from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 9, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall,
3600 W. Purdue Ave. Cost is
$8 for those ages 13 and
older, $5 for children ages 4
to 12 and free for children
under age 4. Cost is $4 for
veterans with military ID.
Proceeds will benefit the
school. All are welcome.

Fish fry
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host a fish fry from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. CST Friday, Nov. 9, at
the Knights hall at 325 E.
Vine St. The menu will fea-

ture pollock, tilapia (baked
and fried), shrimp and
chicken strips with an all-
you-care-to-eat salad bar.
Carry-outs will be available;
call 219-866-9938. All are
welcome to attend.

Bazaar and craft show
FRANKFORT — St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar and craft show from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 10. Craft booths, raffle
baskets and a bake sale will
be held in the parish’s John
Paul II Building. Lunch will
be served in Muller Hall
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A
rummage sale also will be
held in Gruber Hall. Raffle
prizes will be drawn at 2
p.m.; ticket holders need not
be present to win. All are
invited to attend. St. Mary
Parish is located at 600 St.
Mary’s Ave. in Frankfort.

Fried chicken dinner
ANDERSON — Knights of
Columbus Council 563 will
hold a chicken fry from 5
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,

Nov. 13, at Columbian Hall,
1225 Main St. Meals will
include fried chicken (four
pieces for adult meals and
two pieces for children’s
meals), baked potato or
French fries, and salad. Cost
is $10 for adults and $5 for
children. All are welcome to
attend.

Learn more about recycling
FISHERS — The Creation
Care Ministry of Holy Spirit
Parish in Fishers and
Republic Services invite all
to attend a presentation to
learn more about recycling
to create less waste. The pre-
sentation will begin at 1
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15, in
the Parish Life Center at
Holy Spirit Church, 10350
Glaser Way in Fishers.

Faithful City Prayer Group
LAFAYETTE — The Faithful
City Prayer Group, a charis-
matic prayer group, invites
all to join in an evening of
praise and worship begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 15, in the Bishop Car-
berry Room of the Cathedral
of St. Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception. The group
meets in a Catholic environ-
ment to praise God in song,
share his Word and exercise
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
For more information, call
Chuck Bunnell at 765-296-
6955.

Grandparents morning of
reflection
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish invites all grandpar-
ents (or soon-to-be grand-
parents) to join a morning of
prayer, reflection, discussion
and fellowship from 8:15
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 16. The morning will
begin with Mass in the
chapel and continue in the
Parish Life Center. The
event will explore and share
the joys and the challenges
of grandparenting. Registra-
tion is requested by Nov. 12.
To register, e-mail
plcsec@hspgeist.org or call
317-585-1257.

Family turkey bingo
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish invites all
to attend an evening of fam-
ily turkey bingo on Friday,
Nov. 16. Food and bever-
ages will be available begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.; bingo will
start at 7 p.m. All proceeds
will benefit the Gibault
Children’s Services. 

Dan’s Fish Fry
MUNCIE — All are invited
to attend an all-you-care-to-
eat fish and chicken fry, pre-
pared by Dan’s Fish Fry,
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 16, at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 3600 W.
Purdue Ave. Fish and chick-
en will be served with
choice of two different side
dishes, a dessert and bever-
age. Cost is $10 for those
age 13 and older, $8 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 and free
for children ages 5 and
younger. There is a $1 dis-
count available for all tick-
ets purchased in advance;
those attending are encour-
aged to purchase tickets in
advance to help determine
the number of portions to
prepare. Tickets may be pur-
chased from any eighth-
grade student, from the St.
Mary Parish Office at 2300
W. Jackson St. or from the
St. Mary/Pope John Paul II
School Office at 2301 W.
Gilbert St. All proceeds will
benefit the Pope John Paul II
Middle School eighth-grade
trip to Washington, D.C.

Fall women’s retreat
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
hold a fall women’s retreat
on Saturday, Nov. 17, with
Catholic singer-songwriter
and inspirational speaker
Annie Karto. The healing
mercy of God is at the heart
of her music ministry, along
with the beautiful sacra-
ments of the Church and

honoring the Blessed Moth-
er. The day will begin with
Mass at 9:30 a.m., followed
by a light breakfast. The
sacrament of reconciliation
will be available beginning
at 8:30 a.m. The retreat will
conclude at 12:30 p.m. There
is no cost to attend. RSVP is
requested to Kim Granlund
at kgranlund@lcss.org or
Mary Diener at mdiener@
lcss.org. For more informa-
tion, call Kim Granlund at
765-491-0468.

Pork chop dinner
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host a pork chop dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. CST
Saturday, Nov. 17, at the
Knights hall at 325 E. Vine
St. Meals will include 1-inch
grilled pork chops, potatoes,
vegetable and salad bar.
Dinners with one pork chop
cost $11; dinners with two
pork chops cost $14. Carry-
outs will be available; call
219-866-9938. All are wel-
come to attend.

Breakfast and pie auction
ROCHESTER — The annual
breakfast and pie auction at
St. Joseph Parish will be
held on Sunday, Nov. 18, in
the parish hall. Breakfast
will be served by the
Knights of Columbus from
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for
free-will donations. The pie
auction will begin at 10:30
a.m. Proceeds will support
the parish’s Haiti medical
mission. All are invited to
attend.

WEST LAFAYETTE —
“What is the Church?
How do we love God and
neighbor in 2019?” will be
the topic of an upcoming
evening of ecumenical
discussion with six local
pastors. 

The event will begin at
7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 12,
in Fowler Hall at Purdue
University. The evening is
free and open to the pub-
lic. 

Participating pastors
will include: Father
Patrick Baikauskas, OP, of
St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Center; Pastor
Robby Bradford of River
City Church; Pastor James
Foster of Living Truth of

Christ Church; the Rev.
Lisa Williams Hood of
First Baptist Church;
Father Joel Weir of St.
Stephen the First Martyr
Orthodox Church, and
Pastor Dave Shockey of
Purdue Christian Campus
House. 

The evening is spon-
sored by the Aquinas
Educational Foundation,
the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana, the Metanexus
Foundation, the Lewis
Family Foundation and
the Religious Studies Pro-
gram at Purdue Universi-
ty. 

For more information,
e-mail Michael Johnston
at mjohnst@purdue.edu.

An evening of ecumenical discussion: 

‘How do we love God and neighbor in 2019?’

Notice

On Monday, Nov. 26, all
clergy of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana will
attend an all-day 
planning and visioning
meeting. In an effort to
be more forward-looking,
Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty will be pulling all
priests of the diocese
together for discussions
and conversations that
will help the diocese map
out a strategic plan and
vision for the next five to
10 years. This meeting is
required for priests, and
deacons are invited to
attend if there is no con-
flict with their profession-
al obligations.
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Cursillo ultreya and
Thanksgiving dinner
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya
— a coming together of the
Cursillo community — and
a Thanksgiving dinner at 6
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, in
the upper level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
Turkey, dressing, table ser-
vice and some beverages
will be provided. Those
attending are asked to bring
a family-sized side dish or
dessert to share. The ultreya
will begin at 7 p.m. For
more information, contact
Jeff and Marlene Jarboe at
765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

”Devoted”
high school event
LAFAYETTE — “Devoted: A
Catholic High School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held from 1 p.m. to 8
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18, at
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School. The
one-day event designed
specifically for high-school
youth will include music,
“TED Talk”-style presenta-
tions, opportunities for
parish group activities and
much more. For more infor-
mation, contact Paul
Sifuentes at psifuentes@dol-
in.org or 765-269-4654.

Free Thanksgiving dinner
FISHERS — St. Louis de
Montfort Parish invites all
to attend a free Thanksgiv-
ing dinner from 11 a.m. to 2

p.m. Thursday, Nov. 22. The
dinner will be held in Craig
Willy Hall, which is located
behind the church at 11441
Hague Road. The menu will
include turkey, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, vegeta-
bles, rolls and desserts. For
more information, call 317-
517-4256.

Breakfast
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host an all-you-care-to-eat
breakfast from 8 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. CST Sunday, Nov.
25, at the Knights hall at 325
E. Vine St. Carry-outs will
be available. All are wel-
come to attend.

The story of the Child Jesus
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
host five evenings devoted
to the story of the Child
Jesus. “The Infancy Narra-
tives: Jesus of Nazareth,”
written by Pope Benedict
XVI, will be used to delve
into the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty will kick off the
series at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 29. On Thursday, Dec.
6, Father Kyle Neterer will
discuss the Annunciation.
On Thursday, Dec. 13,
Father Dominic Petan will
present a session on the
birth of Jesus. On Thursday,
Dec. 20, Deacon Joe Porem-
ski will facilitate an evening
focusing on the visit of the
Wise Men and the flight into
Egypt. On Thursday, Jan. 10,
the series will finish with a

session led by Anne Roat on
the finding of Jesus in the
Temple. Everyone is invited
to attend any or all five of
the evenings which are
designed to help us situate
Christ in the Christmas sea-
son. For more information,
e-mail Anne Roat at
aroat@lcss.org.

Save the date/
Christmas bazaar
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
School will hold its 37th
annual Christmas bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 1, at the school,
607 N. Washington St. in
Fowler. The event will fea-
ture craft vendors, bake
sale, coffee shop, Kids Cor-
ner for young shoppers, raf-
fles and more. All are wel-
come to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Save the date/
Indiana March for Life
The Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana, the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis and Right to
Life of Indianapolis invite
all to join a “Vigil for Life”
on Jan. 21, 2019, and the
Indiana March for Life on
Jan. 22, 2019, in Indianapo-
lis. The events will include a

youth rally with a
night of worship and
a keynote speaker at
St. John the Evange-
list Church 
beginning at 7 p.m.
Jan. 21. Mass will be
celebrated by 
Archbishop Charles
C. Thompson and
Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty at 12:10 p.m.
Jan. 22 at St. John the
Evangelist Church,
followed by a march
to the state capitol.

Save the date/
”Encounter”
middle school event
CARMEL —
“Encounter: A
Catholic Middle
School Event,” hosted
by the diocesan Office
of Catechesis, will be
held from 1 p.m. to 9
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2,
at St. Elizabeth Seton
Church. The event is
open to all sixth-
through eighth-grade
students, chaperones,
youth leaders and
priests. The mission
of this one-day event
of faith is to provide
young teens with
opportunities to
encounter Jesus and
his Church and
engage with the rele-
vant and powerful
Gospel message. The day
will include dynamic speak-
ers, kerygmatic preaching,
fun and engaging games,
opportunities to enter into
deep prayer including Mass,

and a call to make the deci-
sion to move closer to Jesus.
For more information, con-
tact Paul Sifuentes at 
psifuentes@dol-in.org or
765-269-4654.

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-Quoted

“In order to be married,
it’s not enough to cele-
brate the wedding! We
need to make a journey
from the ‘I’ to the ‘we,’
from thinking for yourself
to thinking for two, from
living by yourself to liv-
ing with another person.
It is a beautiful path ...”

— Pope Francis, during
his weekly general audience
Oct. 31.

•••

“There have always
been people who are 
prejudiced anti-Semites,
racists, but what we’re
seeing is that these people
have easy access to do a
lot of damage and that’s a
very scary combination.”

— Rabbi Shmuel
Herzfeld, of Congregation
Ohev Sholom in Washing-
ton, D.C.

•••

“I was 100 percent con-
vinced I was going to die.
It was six and a half hours
of being shot at. It was just
a series of moments ... try-
ing to figure out which
one of the wounded guys
needs the most care.
What’s the best thing I
could be doing right
now?”

— Ronald Shurer, who
received the Medal of
Honor for actions he took
while serving as a medic in
Afghanistan in 2008. He is a
parishioner of Church of
the Nativity in Burke, Va.

•••

“It’s not enough to sim-
ply say we believe in
Christ. We need to equip
evangelizers by inviting
people to become joyful,
missionary disciples and
learning how to share that
message with others.”

— Father Stephen Pullis,
director of evangelization,
catechesis and schools in
the Archdiocese of Detroit,
which has launched a mis-
sionary movement called
“Unleash the Gospel.”

•••

Pope: We can’t pick
and choose which
neighbor to love

A woman
mourns dur-
ing a Nov. 3
funeral Mass
at Prince
Tadros 
Orthodox
Church in
Minya, Egypt,
for a group of
Christian pil-
grims killed
by gunmen 
as they 
headed to a
monastery
Nov. 2. (CNS/
Mohamed
Abd El Ghany,
Reuters)

Pope prays for victims of deadly terrorist attack in Egypt

Pakistani woman’s acquittal in blasphemy case challenged

MANCHESTER, Eng-
land (CNS) — The acquittal
of a Pakistani Catholic
woman sentenced to hang
for blasphemy is to be chal-
lenged in the country’s
Supreme Court, according
to her husband.

Three judges of the court
ordered Oct. 31 that the
death sentence against Asia
Bibi, a mother of five, was
to be set aside and she was
to be released from prison,

where she has spent eight
years in solitary confine-
ment.

But her husband, Ashiq
Masih, confirmed in a Nov.
4 telephone interview with
BBC World Service that the
court had since agreed to
accept a review petition
questioning the legitimacy
of her acquittal.

The British Pakistani
Christian Association said
in a Nov. 5 press release

that the review was to
begin that same day. The
source was Joseph Nadeem,
a close family friend, ac-
cording to spokesman Wil-
son Chowdharay.

The challenge to Bibi’s
freedom has been made by
Tehreek-e-Labbaaik, an ex-
tremist group which is also
putting pressure on the gov-
ernment to try to stop Bibi
from leaving Pakistan, even
if her acquittal is upheld.

Bishops to consider

sainthood cause of 

Sister Thea Bowman

WASHINGTON (CNS)
— The U.S. bishops will
consider endorsing the
sainthood cause of Sister
Thea Bowman, the grand-
daughter of slaves and the
only African-American
member of the Franciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adora-
tion, who transcended
racism to leave a lasting
mark on Catholic life in the
United States in the late
20th century.

The request from Bishop
Joseph R. Kopacz of Jack-
son, Miss. — where Sister
Bowman grew up and also
where she ministered in
her last years — will be
considered during the
bishops’ Nov. 12-14 fall
general meeting in Balti-
more.

Sister Bowman was a
trailblazer in almost every
role, including the first
African-American woman
to address the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— In the wake of a deadly
attack against Coptic Ortho-
dox Christians in Egypt,
Pope Francis prayed for the
victims, their families and
the entire Christian commu-
nity.

Seven Christians were
killed and at least seven
others — including children
— were injured after armed
gunmen attacked two buses
near the Monastery of St.
Samuel the Confessor in

Minya province Nov. 2. An-
other attack took place in
the same area in 2017,
which left 28 people dead.

The Islamic State claimed
responsibility for the latest
attack and Egypt’s interior
ministry announced Nov. 4
that in a shootout, its securi-
ty forces had killed 19 mili-
tants they accused of being
behind the attack.

After praying the An-
gelus with people gathered
in St. Peter’s Square Nov. 4,

the pope said he was sad-
dened to hear about the ter-
rorist attack against the
Coptic Orthodox church.

“I pray for the victims,
the pilgrims killed for the
sole reason of being Christ-
ian,” he said. 

He asked that Mary, the
Mother of God, would
“console the families and
the entire community,” and
he led those gathered in the
square in praying the Hail
Mary.

The daughters
of Asia Bibi, a
Catholic ac-
cused of blas-
phemy, pose
in 2010 with
an image of
their mother
while stand-
ing outside
their resi-
dence in
Sheikhupura,
Pakistan.
(CNS photo/
Adrees Latif,
Reuters)

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— The commandment to
love one’s neighbor does
not mean Christians get
to choose who gets help
and who doesn’t, Pope
Francis said.

“It is not about pre-
selecting my neighbor,”
he said. “This isn’t Christ-
ian, it is pagan.”

Christians must en-
counter everyone with
the heart and eyes of
Jesus, listening to and
being near those in need,
the pope said before recit-
ing the Angelus Nov. 4
with people gathered in
St. Peter’s Square.

In the day’s Gospel
reading (Mk 12:28-34), the
pope said, Mark does not
worry about specifying
who qualifies as a neigh-
bor in his Gospel account
because one’s neighbor
“is the person I encounter
on my journey during my
day.”

“It is about having eyes
to see (this person) and
the heart to desire his
wellbeing.”
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By Jo Ann Zuniga 
Catholic News Service

HOUSTON (CNS) — Two
Houston men shared a jour-
ney through centuries of his-
tory and a decades-long ar-
chaeological dig under the
Vatican to unveil a story
reminiscent of adventurer
archaeologist Indiana Jones,
complete with German
Nazis in Rome.

F or legendary oilman
George Strake and
New York Times best-

selling author John O’Neill,
the buried treasure was
based on Matthew 16:18
when Jesus said: “You are
Peter and upon this rock, I
will build my Church.”

O’Neill’s book “The Fish-
erman’s Tomb: The True
Story of the Vatican’s Secret
Search,” released earlier this
year, highlights Strake’s in-
volvement in clandestinely
funding the excavation to
find the long-lost bones of St.
Peter, traditionally known as
the first pope.

Strake, a devout Catholic
millionaire, agreed to Pope
Pius XII’s request in 1940 to
help fund the search for the
saint’s remains. 

The pope and then-papal
secretary Giovanni Montini
(later Pope Paul VI) had dis-
patched a 30-year-old Amer-
ican priest — Father Walter
Carroll, originally from Pitts-
burgh — to travel to Hous-
ton to ask Strake to finance
the “Apostle Project,” the
name for the secret excava-
tion efforts.

Part of the need for secre-
cy was the time period when
this took place: when Nazis
were marching Allied pris-
oners around the Colosseum
in Rome and arresting
priests and Jews in Italy.

“Father Carroll was truly
the unsung hero of this true
tale. Not only was he the liai-
son between Strake and the
Vatican, he also was among
those hiding many of the
Jews trying to escape the
Nazis. He was among the
first to bring medical sup-
plies and food to the concen-
tration camps once they
were liberated,” O’Neill told
the Texas Catholic Herald,
newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Galveston-Houston.

Because Christians are
still being persecuted in the
Middle East and other parts
of the world, O’Neill said he
is donating proceeds from
his book to Catholic Relief

Services to help those perse-
cuted because of their faith.

He and fellow book re-
searcher Sarah Wynne are
beginning work on a movie
screenplay based on the se-
cret excavation that began in
1939 when a workman help-
ing to dig a grave and chapel
for deceased Pope Pius XI
fell through the floor that
gave way.

“We want the opening
scene to be the workman
falling through the floor and
finding himself surrounded
by statues and colorful art-
work around tombs of most-
ly Roman pagans,” Wynne
said.

The search works through
multiple twists and turns
and character personality
clashes, finally succeeding in
finding relics in 1942. Bones
were pulled from a marble-
lined niche wall of buried
ancient graffiti inscribed
with codes of “T” for the cru-
cifixion, “R” for resurrection
and the inscription “Peter is
here.” 

The area that had been an
open-air cemetery in ancient

times was buried below
multiple levels beneath the
altar in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Inexplicably, the search
continued and the bones
were placed in storage and
not examined by a medical
anthropologist until 1962.

What was found con-
firmed oral history, that the
Apostle Peter was crucified
upside down, executed by
the Roman Emperor Nero in
A.D. 66 at the foot of Vatican
Hill, which was used as a
dumping ground for corpses
at that time, centuries before
any church was built there. 

Then Emperor Constan-
tine, who legalized Chris-
tianity, built St. Peter’s Basil-
ica around the year 326 on
Vatican Hill. Completed in
360, it lasted more than 1,000
years before being rebuilt
into what is now St. Peter’s
Basilica, with construction
beginning in 1506 and com-
pleted in 1626.

The medical examination
of the bones determined the
remains to be those of a 60-
to 70-year-old robust male,
about the reported age of

Peter when he died. 
The remains also were

compatible with a person
crucified upside down since
the feet had been cut off,
which Romans were known
to do because the amputa-
tions were easier than re-
moving nails.

O’Neill said he became in-
terested in writing the book
after a tour of the Vatican in
1995 and then later going on
an underground visit to the
excavation site and tombs
where both Roman and
Christian remains were
found. The tour is booked
many months in advance
and only about 250 people
daily are allowed in the un-
derground below the Vati-
can. 

“I confirmed with Mr.
Strake’s son, George Strake
Jr., that St. Peter’s bones
were found with the help of
his father’s generosity and
support,” O’Neill said. 

Pope Francis showed the
bone fragments reputed to
be of St. Peter for the first
time publicly in 2013. 

Hugging the bronze box

to his chest, Pope Francis
opened it to reveal eight
bone fragments and blessed
them, wafting incense over
the remains during an open-
air Mass in St. Peter’s
Square.

“It was a fitting end that
our first pope was reintro-
duced to the public by our
most recent pope,” O’Neill
said.

The behind-the-scenes search for St. Peter’s bones

Pope Francis (above left) holds a bronze reliquary contain-
ing the relics of St. Peter the Apostle during a 2013 Mass
concluding the Year of Faith in St. Peter’s Square at the
Vatican. The book “The Fisherman’s Tomb: The True Story

of the Vatican’s Secret Search” by John O’Neill recounts a
journey through centuries of history and the decades-long
archaeological dig to find the bones of St. Peter. (CNS
photo of Pope Francis/L’Osservatore Romano) 

Pope Pius XII sought the
help of Texas oilman
George Strake in funding
the “Apostle Project.” (CNS
file photo)  
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We are the people of God
uniting in the heart 

of Jesus Christ. 
We join the whole Church in
proclaiming the Gospel in

Word, Sacrament and Charity 
for the salvation of all people. 
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‘Bring on the Christmas decorations’

than spending money.
Take a look around.

There’s anger, divisiveness
and violence. As the theme
song to the TV show
“Cheers” said, “Taking a
break from all your worries
sure would help a lot.”

Well, Christmas offers
that break, and the “early
adopters” also represent
that hunger for joy and
peace and community. We
want to feel good about life
and the world, and Christ-
mas decorations do that for
us because, in my opinion,
they appeal to the God-
shaped hole in all of us.

If you look at the Old Tes-

Some department stores
have already started putting
up Christmas decorations
and the Hallmark Channel is
running Christmas movies
24/7 through the end of the
year. While the general re-
sponse to scenes like this is a
smile, there are some people
who resent the early Yule-
tide imagery and even get a
little angry. “It’s too early!”
they say. “It’s not even
Thanksgiving yet. And what
about Advent?” 

Not me, though. I say,
“Bring on the Christmas
decorations” early because
they represent something
more telling than people re-
alize. There’s no doubt that
Christmas has become com-
mercialized and stores and
TV shows hope the red and
green twinkly lights inspire
you to add some fresh green
cash to their registers and
bottom lines. 

But if we look deeper,
we’ll find there’s more to the
appeal of festive decorations

tament, there are numerous
verses about the power of
God’s light: “The Lord, my
God, lights up my darkness”
(Psalm 18:28). “The people
who walked in darkness
have seen a great light” (Isa-
iah 9:2). 

In the New Testament, a
bright star presaged Jesus’
birth (Matthew 2:2). And
Jesus eventually declares
himself “the light of the
world” (John 8:12). 

So when we’re drawn to
Christmas lights, we’re actu-
ally being drawn to the light
of God, the One who
promises us peace beyond
all understanding, joy that
will comfort our troubled
hearts, and wisdom that will
guide our paths. 

So how should Christians
bothered by early Christmas
decorations respond? Ac-
knowledge the hunger for
joy and peace that Christ-
mas represents, and share
how Jesus can help you find
those things. 

Extreme trust
Longboarding. Slacklining. Free climbing. Kiteboard-

ing. BASE jumping. Extreme sports are dangerous.
That’s why they’re such a kick. Fear pumps adrenaline. 

There’s a high that comes from riding the fear and
breaking through ordinary limits. The observer senses
the fear and admires the movement. The exhilaration,
though, belongs to the athlete alone.

Extreme trust in God can look scary, too, because it too
can be “dangerous.” The displays of “stranger welcom-
ing” in this Sunday’s first reading and of “contributing
everything” in the Gospel are almost foolish. Starvation
is as close to the participants as the cliff is alongside the
longboarder accelerating down the hill.

The two biblical “athletes” are at the end of their re-
sources. One is caught up in a famine. Her kitchen con-
tains one last meal. Why would she share it with a visi-
tor? 

The other is surrounded by wealth, but has nothing.
Why should she give her last dollar to God’s temple? It
doesn’t need it. It’s already one of the most splendid
buildings in the world. Rich people are always sacrific-
ing animals there and going home to lavish dinners. 

What led these women to this extreme behavior? I
look at these women, feel the danger and am amazed. 

They must have discovered something, experienced
something. Otherwise why would doing what was so
humane and generous look so good to them?

“I never met this man before. He’s a foreigner. Who
knows if his God can multiply flour and oil? But he
asked me for food, and I will share my last meal with
him.”

“I’m broke, but what I do with my last dollar is my
business. And what I really want to do with it is give it
to God. So there it goes into the collection box.”

These women do it, decisively, without looking back.
The kite goes up, the wind grabs it, the board leaps for-
ward across the water. 

How did they do it? As they looked at their situations,
God must have been in their hearts, and they said, “Yes,
absolutely,” to him. 

I bet they experienced something greater than mere
exhilaration. 

This guest editorial was written by Kevin Perrotta, the edi-
tor and an author of the “Six Weeks With the Bible” series.

Whoever confesses his sins ... is already working with God.
— St. Augustine

Light

One

Candle

BY TONY ROSSI
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Nov. 10,
1968: One of the services
provided by St. Joseph
Parish in Lebanon is a daily
recorded message by one of
the priests which can be
heard by phone. Pastor Fa-
ther Francis Ryan, CSSR,
said a large number of calls
are being received each day
to hear the brief messages.

• 25 years ago, Nov. 7,
1993: Dr. Thomas Ryba, the
theologian in residence at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
West Lafayette, recently trav-
eled to Latvia. Among his ac-
tivities there, he gave presen-
tations on topics including
“The Phenomenology of Life
and the Culture of Death.”

• 10 years ago, Nov. 9,
2008: The third-grade foot-
ball team from St. Maria
Goretti School, Westfield, re-
cently won the City Football
Championship, a first for
the school. The Fighting An-
gels finished their season
undefeated. 

• Five years ago, Nov. 10,
2013: Approximately 70 sis-
ters attended a recent Mass
at St. Boniface Church in
Lafayette celebrating the
150th anniversary of the
founding of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Perpetual Adora-
tion. Hundreds of laypeople
also joined the celebration.

Saints 
of the week

Frances Xavier Cabrini
(1850-1917)

Feast: Nov. 13

In 1946, Mother Cabri-
ni became the first U.S.
citizen to be canonized.
She was born in Italy, the
youngest of 13 children,
and became a school
teacher. Denied admis-
sion to two religious or-
ders because of frail
health, she was given
charge of an orphanage
in Codogno. In 1880, she
founded the Missionary
Sisters of the Sacred
Heart with seven former
orphanage residents. The
order spread rapidly
from northern Italy to
Rome, and then in 1889
to New York City, where
Mother Cabrini became
famous for her work
among Italian immi-
grants. She died of
malaria in 1917 in Chica-
go.

(Catholic News Service)

You’re always welcome here.
Come to the Cathedral of St. Mary 

of the Immaculate Conception, Lafayette.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.

Mysteries for moms: the Ascension and hope in the Lord
“’But you will receive

power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.’ When he had
said this, as they were look-
ing on, he was lifted up, and
a cloud took him from their
sight” (Acts 1:8-9).

This verse from Scripture
summarizes a pivotal mo-
ment in salvation history, the
moment when Jesus, having
charged his apostles with the
formation and continuation
of Tradition, ascended into
heaven with a promise to re-
turn in the same manner.
This is the second glorious
mystery of the rosary, a true
mystery indeed, as it defies
our human understanding of
nature. Jesus died and rose
again (awesome in and of it-
self!), and he now ascends
into heaven. He did not have

to die to get there, as we
must. He just went home.  

Because this event sur-
rounds and foretells the
promise of Christ’s return,
the fruit of this mystery is
hope.

Hope is sometimes de-
fined as “the feeling that
what is desired can be had.”
As parents, this is a very tan-
gible notion in that we often
see the perfect future in our
children, and our desire is to
raise them to achieve it.  

Obviously, the challenge
lies in how we instill these

values practically in our chil-
dren, especially amidst the
everyday chaos of living
with small, demanding
human beings. Some days,
my only hope is that they
will pick up their own socks
and manage to actually hit
the trash can and not the
floor all around it.

Nevertheless, hope in the
truest sense is vitally impor-
tant to the Christian life and
is one of the theological
virtues given by St. Paul in
Scripture.  

Hope is a duty of every
Christian, and sins against
hope (such as despair or pre-
sumption) are especially
grievous. Indeed, it is hope
that inspires our hearts to
pray and seek the true and
lasting happiness of eternity.

“The virtue of hope re-
sponds to the aspiration to
happiness which God has
placed in the heart of every

man; it takes up the hopes
that inspire men’s activities
and purifies them so as to
order them to the Kingdom
of heaven; it keeps man from
discouragement; it sustains
him during times of aban-
donment; it opens up his
heart in expectation of eter-
nal beatitude. Buoyed up by
hope, he is preserved from
selfishness and led to the
happiness that flows from
charity” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church #1818).  

There are so many bless-
ings listed in this excerpt
that it is difficult to narrow
them down; God cannot be
outdone in his generosity!

These are exactly the
blessings and virtues I
would wish for my children,
especially when they begin
to leave home and face a
world that is sometimes
filled with despair. I cannot
think of a better steward

than one who is able to find
happiness within and radi-
ate it to those in need, never
discouraged, never alone,
and always with a heart
open to the joy of eternity.
And it is because of this
same hope that I work to
raise my children in this
fashion.

Prior to his ascension,
Jesus did not tell us to sit
about and await his return.
The angels admonished the
apostles to get moving just
moments after the Lord had
vanished from their sight.  

He promised he’d be
back, and we have great
hope in that. In the mean-
time, especially as parents,
we have work to do!

Molly Beck is a part-time
emergency nurse, a full-time
wife and mother to nine, and a
parishioner at St. Maria Goretti
in Westfield.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 11

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Knights of Columbus Council 14476 of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cicero held
a tail-
gating
party and
fund-
raiser 
at the
Hamilton
Heights
vs. Tipton
high
school
football
game 
earlier 
this fall.
The
Knights
raised
$665 that
will go 
to the 
athletic
depart-
ments at the two high schools. They served 200 hamburgers and 200 hot dogs, as well
as many side items during the event. (Photos provided)
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