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Seven men ordained permanent deacons

A day of
celebration,
‘a beautiful

blessing’
By Kevin Cullen
For the Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Five years of
discernment, prayer, classes and
internships reached their soul-
stirring peak Sept. 15 as seven
men knelt before Bishop Timo-
thy L. Doherty, lay face-down
on the marble sanctuary floor of
the diocesan cathedral and
joined the ranks of the perma-
nent diaconate.

F or Deacon Ed Boes, of St.
Lawrence Parish,
Lafayette, the ordination

rites took him back to the fourth
grade. From then until his fresh-
man year of high school, he
thought he might someday
become a priest.

“What a blessing holy orders
are,” the 64-year-old deacon
said, beaming. “It’s hard to
describe how I feel right now.
It’s indescribable to think of all
the love and sacrifice of the peo-
ple who came here today to be

(Continued on Page 7)

Anniversary Mass

Couples from parishes
around the Lafayette dio-
cese gathered Sept. 16 for
the annual diocesan
Anniversary Mass, celebrat-
ed at the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate
Conception in Lafayette.
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
celebrated the Mass, at
which couples were invited
to renew their vows. At left
are Roberta & Robert Gajew-
ski, of Holy Spirit Parish in
Fishers, who have been
married 50 years. (Photo by
Bob Nichols)

More photos, Page 3.

From left are:
Deacon
Joseph S.
Poremski,
Deacon 
Timothy J.
Perry, Deacon
Steven D.
Seitz, Deacon
Edward R.
Boes, Bishop
Timothy L.
Doherty, 
Deacon
Christopher
D. Bock,
Deacon
Stanislaw H.
Zak and 
Deacon
Charles L.
Springer. 

(Photo by
Bob Nichols)

More photos
on Pages 8-9.
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1) Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
2) James 3:16 to 4:3
3) Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

Monday, Sept. 24
1) Proverbs 3:27-34
2) Gospel: Luke 8:16-18

Tuesday, Sept. 25
1) Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13
2) Gospel: Luke 8:19-21

Wednesday, Sept. 26
1) Proverbs 30:5-9
2) Gospel: Luke 9:1-6

Thursday, Sept. 27
1) Ecclesiastes 1:2-11
2) Gospel: Luke 9:7-9

Friday, Sept. 28
1) Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
2) Gospel: Luke 9:18-22

Saturday, Sept. 29
1) Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or
Revelation 12:7-12ab
2) Gospel: John 1:47-51

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

September 23
25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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Father Joshua Janko, a
priest of the Lafayette dio-
cese who is currently serv-

ing with
the Arch-
diocese for
the Mili-
tary Ser-
vices,
USA, has
been a
partici-
pant in
the V
Encuentro

Initiative for Hispanic/
Latino Ministry. He has
been involved in online
classes and meetings, as
well as attending the
regional meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C., earlier this
year. “Unfortunately, I will
not be able to personally
attend the national event
because I am back in Japan
and preparing to move to
my next duty station at the
United States Air Force
Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colo.,” Father
Janko said. “However, I
will still remain as a dele-
gate to assist our work
during 2019-2020 as our
delegation works to create
a new document that will
respond to the Hispanic
presence and the call to the
New Evangelization as
missionary disciples at the
service of the Church. I am
so excited to work with our
great team on this impor-
tant task of V Encuentro in
the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA.”

The director of the Vatican
Observatory will give a
special lecture at Saint

Meinrad Seminary and
School of Theology in St.
Meinrad at 7 p.m. CDT
Tuesday, Sept. 25. Father
Guy Consolmagno, SJ, will
speak on “Adventures of a
Vatican Astronomer” in the
Newman Theater at Saint
Meinrad. The lecture is free
and open to the public. At
the Vatican Observatory

since 1993, Father Consol-
magno has con-
ducted research
that explores con-
nections between
meteorites, aster-
oids, and the evolu-
tion of small solar
system bodies;
observed Kuiper
Belt comets with
the Vatican’s 1.8-
meter telescope in
Arizona; and
applied his measure of
meteorite physical proper-
ties to understanding aster-
oid origins and structure. 
A native of Detroit, Mich.,
he earned undergraduate
and master’s degrees from

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, and a
PhD in planetary
science from the
University of Ari-
zona. Father Con-
solmagno’s work
has taken him to
every continent.
Parking for the
Sept. 25 presenta-
tion will be avail-
able behind St.
Bede Hall, as well

as in the Guest House and
student parking lots. For
more information, contact
Mary Jeanne Schumacher
at 812-357-6501.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Bead stringing may seem like a simple activity for students at Holy Cross School
in Anderson, but so much more — counting, patterns, color identification and fine
motor skills — can be enhanced by this simple activity. (Photo provided)

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Father
Janko

Father
Consolmagno
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2018 Anniversary Mass

Deacon John Jezierski and his wife, Judi, were
among the couples in attendance.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty speaks at the 2018 Anniversary Mass. Couples renew their vows during the Sept. 16 celebration.

Bishop Doherty
visits with couples
at a reception after
Mass. At left are
Joisie and Steve
Sharlow, of St.
Elizabeth Seton
Parish, Carmel,
who celebrated
their first anniver-
sary in March. At
right are Joseph
and Beverly
Cegala, of St.
Alphonsus Liguori
Parish, Zionsville,
who have been
married 70 years.

Photos by Bob
Nichols

Six-month-old Alanna Dwyer sits with her
father, Mike. Alanna is the youngest of four
daughters for Mike and his wife, Melissa. The
entire family was at Mass to celebrate the
Dwyers’ 10 years of marriage. They are mem-
bers of Blessed Sacrament, West Lafayette.

Lou and Steve Tragesser, of St. John the Bap-
tist Parish, Tipton, have been married 50 years.
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V Encuentro in Dallas Sept. 20-23

By Kevin Cullen
For the Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — More
than 3,000 Catholic leaders
from almost every U.S. dio-
cese will meet in Dallas Sept.
20-23 to discuss ways to bet-
ter serve Hispanics —
including the young — and
encourage them to become
missionary disciples.

T hose are two of the
greatest challenges
facing the Church and

the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana, says Dora Tobar,
manager of the diocesan
Office of Family Life and
Hispanic Ministry. 

She will be a delegate to
the gathering, called V
Encuentro (in English,
“Encounter 5”). Tobar will
also be a panelist in a panel
discussion.

“This is a big moment in
the Church,” said Tobar, a
native of Colombia. She
called V Encuentro “the
most important ecclesiastical
event for the Hispanic com-
munity in the last 25 years.” 

Mireya Magallanes and
Epigmenio Cabrera, both of
St. Boniface Church,
Lafayette, will join her as
delegates.

Responding to the grow-
ing number of Hispanics/
Latinos, the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
convened the first Encuentro
in 1972. 

This year’s gathering
traces its roots to 2013, when
the conference’s Subcommit-
tee on Hispanic Affairs
focused on the New Evange-
lization and the importance
of involving both adult and
young Hispanics/Latinos in
the process of renewing the
Church in the United States.

V Encuentro is not a sin-
gle event. For more than two
years, a concerted effort has
been made in dioceses across
the United States — includ-
ing the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana — to help young
and adult Hispanics/Latinos
grow in their faith,
encounter Hispanics/Lati-
nos in the peripheries of
their communities, share
their faith, learn the needs of
others and serve the entire
Church by leading at all
ministerial levels. 

The experience of reflec-
tion, evangelization and con-
sultation was inspired by
Pope Francis’ desire to build

a “culture of encounter,” the
USCCB said.

In 15 local parishes, most
of them with large Hispanic
populations, nearly 1,000
Hispanic leaders participat-
ed. Twenty-eight training
sessions were held for pas-
tors and parish leaders.

The pastors named 350
facilitators. Each of them, in
small groups of at least eight
people, met to discuss bibli-
cal catechesis that reinforced
them as disciples of Christ.
They reflected on their
Church experiences, their
strengths and their needs.

Then, pairs were sent out
as missionary disciples.
They reached out by going
door-to-door and visiting
businesses, workplaces,
parks, hospitals and prisons
to talk to Hispanics/Latinos.
They contacted and wel-
comed hundreds who were

inactive in the Church, or
new to the area.

The missionaries were
“invited to enter into a rela-
tionship with Jesus,
approach other Hispanics
where they are, listen to
them in a missionary spirit,
and invite them to join the
community,” Tobar said.

“They are already trained
in the Holy Spirit, in their
own lives,” she said. “They
need to be encouraged to
recognize that they are
already disciple missionaries
... The ‘School of the Holy
Spirit’ is a community, not a
classroom.”

Taking the Catholic faith
“into the streets” was trans-
formative and educational,
she said. Because of V
Encuentro, the missionary
disciples reflected upon the
many gifts that God had
given them, discussed their

faith among peers, learned
about the needs of their
parish and discovered ways
to better serve.

Thanks to V Encuentro
and Father Barry Fischer,
CPPS, a monthly Spanish
Mass is now celebrated in
Monon. Approximately
2,000 Hispanic Catholics live
in that area, but there is no
Catholic church.

Hispanic/Latino youth
form 60 percent of all U.S.
Catholics under age 18. They
often feel isolated because
they are ethnic minorities in
their communities and
schools. And living in the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana, as Catholics, they are in
the minority among Chris-
tians. Many
with Spanish-
speaking par-
ents feel
caught be-
tween two
cultures. And
some of the
parents are
undocumented immigrants.

Twenty-four young adults
were trained as facilitators to
reach out to Hispanic adoles-
cents.

At the youth retreat, Jacki
Hernandez, a parishioner at
St. Boniface Church,
Lafayette, said, “This V
Encuentro retreat, for us, is
important because it gives us
a voice.”

“Sometimes we feel we
don’t belong here and that
we aren’t good enough,”
said Veronica Marquez, a
retreat youth leader from St.
Mary Parish, Anderson. “But
being a part of something
like this allows us to interact
with others who may be feel-
ing the same. Together, we
find ways to become
stronger and prove to others
that we have a purpose and
that we do matter.”

In the Lafayette diocese,
Tobar said, Hispanic/Latino
youth cited these needs: more
religion classes after confir-
mation; more confession
times in Spanish; more class-
es on how to read the Bible
and more opportunities to
speak with parish priests.

These needs were identi-
fied for the diocese as well:
adequate personnel to serve
the Spanish-speaking com-
munity; Hispanic leadership
training for all age groups;
Hispanic youth and young
adult ministry, and Spanish-
speaking RCIA and evange-

lization teams.
According to the V

Encuentro “working docu-
ment” for the diocese, sub-
mitted to the USCCB, there
are 94,000 Anglo Catholics in
the Lafayette diocese —
about 8 percent of the total
population — and nearly
65,000 Hispanic Catholics.
But of those, only 8,000 are
served with Spanish Masses
at least monthly. Of the 61
parishes, 18 offer at least one
Spanish Mass monthly.

“Hispanic migration in
the area is one of the fastest-
growing, compared to other
areas in the country,” the
document states, “due to
new industries and process-
ing plants for meat, vegeta-

bles and other
agricultural
products, as
well as car
assembly.”

The demo-
graphics of
the diocese
will continue

to change. Today, 20 percent
of school children are His-
panic, as are 25 percent of all
newborns, the document
states. 

In parishes with Hispanic
ministry, more than half of
the children receiving the
sacraments of initiation are
Hispanic.

V Encuentro has been suc-
cessful at the parish, dioce-
san and regional levels, and
Tobar said she’s eager to be
part of the national confer-
ence. It will issue a docu-
ment for the U.S. bishops to
consider.

“I discovered a popula-
tion with a real hunger for
God. It touched my heart,”
she said.

As a delegate in Dallas,
she will speak to delegates
about the social conditions
that affect religious forma-
tion among Hispanics/Lati-
nos.

She also will “be the ears
for our bishop,” she said. “...
I will represent the voices of
the people I’ve heard. In V
Encuentro, I see the Holy
Spirit, very alive, animating
the faith that has been built
in the hearts of the faithful.”

The message is one of
love, “love shown to us by
Jesus Christ,” Tobar said.
“We are called to love one
another as God loves us. I
have seen that here in this
diocese.”

V Encuentro: ‘This is a big moment in the Church’

Dora Tobar called V Encuentro “the most important
ecclesiastical event for the Hispanic community in the
last 25 years.” (Photo by Kevin Cullen)

“I discovered a population

with a real hunger for

God. It touched my

heart.”
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V Encuentro: ‘Este es un gran momento en la Iglesia’
Para el Momento Católico

LAFAYETTE — Más de
3.000 líderes católicos de casi
todas las diócesis de EE. UU.
Se reunirán en Dallas del 20
al 23 de septiembre para
analizar maneras de servir
mejor a los hispanos, inclui-
dos los jóvenes, y alentarlos
a convertirse en discípulos
misioneros.

E sos son dos de los
mayores desafíos que
enfrenta la Iglesia y la

Diócesis de Lafayette-en-
Indiana, dice Dora Tobar,
directora de la Oficina dioce-
sana de Vida Familiar y Min-
isterio Hispano.

Ella será una delegada a la
reunión, llamada V Encuen-
tro (en inglés, “Encounter
5”). Tobar también será un
panelista en una mesa
redonda.

“Este es un gran momento
en la Iglesia”, dijo Tobar, ori-
undo de Colombia. Ella
llamó a V Encuentro “el
evento eclesiástico más
importante para la comu-
nidad Hispana en los últi-
mos 25 años”.

Mireya Magallanes y
Epigmenio Cabrera, ambos
de la Iglesia de San Bonifa-
cio, Lafayette, se unirán a
ella como delegados.

Respondiendo al creciente
número de hispanos / lati-
nos, la Conferencia de Obis-
pos Católicos de los EE. UU.
(USCCB) convocó el primer
Encuentro en 1972. La
reunión de este año tiene sus
raíces en 2013, cuando el
Subcomité de Asuntos His-
panos de la conferencia se
enfocó en la Nueva Evange-
lización y la importancia de
involucrar a hispanos / lati-
nos adultos y jóvenes en el
proceso de renovación de la
Iglesia en los Estados
Unidos.

V Encuentro no es un
evento singular. Durante
más de dos años, se ha real-
izado un aumentado esfuer-
zo en las diócesis de los Esta-
dos Unidos, incluida la
Diócesis de Lafayette en
Indiana, para ayudar a los
Hispanos y Latinos jóvenes
y adultos a crecer en su fe, a
encontrarse con Hispanos /
Latinos en las periferias de
sus comunidades, compar-
tan su fe, aprendan las
necesidades de los demás y
sirvan a toda la Iglesia al lid-
erar en todos los niveles
ministeriales.

La experiencia de la
reflexión, la evangelización y
la consulta se inspiró en el
deseo del Papa Francisco de
construir una “cultura de
encuentro”, dijo la USCCB.

En 15 parroquias locales,
la mayoría con grandes
poblaciones Hispanas, par-
ticiparon casi 1,000 líderes
Hispanos. Se realizaron 28
sesiones de entrenamiento
para pastores y líderes par-
roquiales.

Los pastores nombraron
350 facilitadores. Cada uno
de ellos, en pequeños grupos
de al menos ocho personas,
se reunió para analizar cinco
catequesis bíblicas que los
reforzaban como discípulos
de Cristo. Reflexionaron
sobre sus experiencias en la
Iglesia, sus fortalezas y sus
necesidades.

Luego, se enviaron pare-
jas como discípulos
misioneros. Se comunicaron
yendo de puerta en puerta y
visitando negocios, lugares
de trabajo, parques, hospi-

tales y prisiones para hablar
con Hispanos / Latinos. Se
contactaron y dieron la bien-
venida a cientos de personas
inactivas en la Iglesia o
nuevas en el área.

Los misioneros fueron
“invitados a entablar una
relación con Jesús, acercarse
a otros hispanos donde
están, escucharlos con un
espíritu misionero e invitar-
los a unirse a la comunidad”,
dijo Tobar.

“Ya están entrenados en el
Espíritu Santo, en sus
propias vidas”, dijo ella.
“Necesitan ser animados a
reconocer que ya son
misioneros discípulos ... La
‘Escuela del Espíritu Santo’
es una comunidad, no un
salón de clases”.

Llevar la fe Católica “a las
calles” fue transformador y
educativo, dijo ella. Gracias
a V Encuentro, los discípulos
misioneros reflexionaron
sobre los muchos dones que
Dios les había dado, dis-
cutieron sobre su fe entre los

compañeros, aprendieron
sobre las necesidades de su
parroquia y descubrieron
maneras de servir mejor.

Gracias al V Encuentro y
al Padre Barry Fischer, CPPS,
ahora se lleva a cabo una
misa mensual en español en
Monon. Aproximadamente
2,000 Hispanos Católicos
viven en esa área, pero no
hay una iglesia Católica.

Los jóvenes Hispanos /
Latinos forman el 60 por
ciento de todos los Católicos
de los EE. UU. Menores de
18 años. A menudo se sien-
ten aislados porque son
minorías étnicas en sus
comunidades y escuelas. Y
viviendo en la Diócesis de
Lafayette-en-Indiana, como
Católicos, son minoría entre
los cristianos. Muchos de los
padres hispanohablantes se
sienten atrapados entre las
dos culturas. Y algunos de
los padres son inmigrantes
indocumentados.

Veinticuatro adultos
jóvenes fueron capacitados
como facilitadores para lle-
gar a los adolescentes His-
panos.

En el retiro de jóvenes,
Jacki Hernández, feligrés de
la Iglesia de San Bonifacio,
Lafayette, dijo: “Este retiro
de V Encuentro, para
nosotros, es importante
porque nos da voz”.

“A veces sentimos que no
pertenecemos aquí y que no
somos lo suficientemente
buenos”, dijo Verónica
Márquez, una líder juvenil
de retiro de St. Mary Parish,
Anderson. “Pero ser parte de
algo como esto nos permite
interactuar con otras per-
sonas que pueden estar sin-
tiendo lo mismo. Juntos,
encontramos formas de fort-
alecernos y demostrar a los
demás que tenemos un
propósito y que sí importa-
mos”.

En nuestra diócesis, dijo
Tobar, los jóvenes Hispanos
/ Latinos mencionaron estas
necesidades: más clases de
religión después de la confir-
mación; más tiempos de con-
fesión en español; más clases
sobre cómo leer la Biblia y
más oportunidades para
hablar con el párroco.

Estas necesidades tam-
bién se identificaron para la
diócesis: personal adecuado
para servir a la comunidad
de hispanohablantes; Entre-
namiento de liderazgo His-
pano para todos los grupos
de edad; Ministerio de

jóvenes Hispanos y adultos
jóvenes, y equipos de evan-
gelización y RICA en
español.

Según el “documento fun-
cional” del V Encuentro para
la diócesis, presentado a la
USCCB, hay 94,000 Católicos
Anglosajones en la Diócesis
de Lafayette -alrededor del 8
por ciento de la población
total- y casi 65,000 Católicos
Hispanos. Pero de ellos, solo
8,000 reciben misas en
español al menos mensual-
mente. De las 61 parroquias,
18 ofrecen al menos una
misa en español mensual.

“La migración Hispana en
el área es una de las de más
rápido crecimiento en com-
paración con otras áreas del
país”, afirma el documento,
“debido a las nuevas indus-
trias y plantas de proce-
samiento de carne, verduras
y otros productos agrícolas,
así como al ensamblaje de
automóviles”.    

La demografía de la
diócesis continuará cam-
biando. Hoy, el 20 por ciento
de los niños en edad escolar
son Hispanos, al igual que el
25 por ciento de todos los
recién nacidos, dice el docu-
mento. En las parroquias con
ministerio Hispano, más de
la mitad de los niños que
reciben los sacramentos de
iniciación son Hispanos.    

V Encuentro ha sido exi-
toso a nivel parroquial,
diocesano y regional, y
Tobar dijo que está ansiosa
por ser parte de la conferen-
cia nacional. Emitirá un doc-
umento para que lo exami-
nen los obispos de los EE.
UU.    

“Descubrí una población
con un hambre real de Dios.
Me tocó el corazón", dijo ella.    

Como delegada en Dallas,
hablará con los delegados
sobre las condiciones
sociales que afectan la for-
mación religiosa entre los
Hispanos / Latinos.    

Ella también será “oreja
para nuestro obispo”, dijo
ella. “... Representaré las
voces de las personas que he
escuchado. En V Encuentro,
veo al Espíritu Santo, muy
vivo, animando la fe que se
ha construido en los cora-
zones de los fieles”.    

El mensaje es uno de
amor, “amor que nos mues-
tra Jesucristo”, dijo Tobar.
“Estamos llamados a
amarnos unos a otros como
Dios nos ama. Lo he visto
aquí en esta diócesis”.

V Encuentro en Dallas del 20 al 23 de septiembre

Dora Tobar nombro el V Encuentro “el evento eclesiásti-
co más importante para la comunidad Hispana en los
últimos 25 años”.
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(Continued from Page 1)

here for this. I’m over-
whelmed.”

Boes said he felt fulfill-
ment and excitement. He’s
eager to serve in whatever
way the bishop decides. 

“I’m filled with belief that
this is where I should be,” he
said.

T he Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception was

abuzz before the Mass and
the ancient rites began. 

As music played, dozens
of priests and deacons
processed toward the altar.
Knights of Columbus, with
plumes and glittering
swords, strode forward.
Hundreds of friends, family
and well-wishers filled the
pews.

“By God’s providence we
are here today,” Bishop
Doherty said. He called the
candidates “men chosen by
the Holy Spirit ... disciples of
him who came not to be
served, but to serve.”

The seven-man class —
the largest in the history of
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana — featured Boes,
Chris Bock, Tim Perry, Joe
Poremski, Steve Seitz, Chuck
Springer and Stan Zak.

The Lafayette diocese also
ordained permanent dea-
cons in 2005, 2008 and 2013.
With the Sept. 15 ordination,
there are now 27 active per-
manent deacons in the dio-
cese and one retired deacon. 

Permanent deacons play
vital roles of service in litur-
gy and worship. While they
do not celebrate Mass or
hear confessions, they are
empowered to baptize, offi-
ciate at weddings and funer-
als, preach the Gospel and
assist at the altar. 

Father Dale Ehrman, vicar
for clergy, announced the
newly ordained deacons’
primary assignments. Some
deacons will receive sec-
ondary assignments, beyond
their assigned parish, in
coming months:

• Deacon Edward R. Boes
of St. Lawrence Church,
Lafayette, will serve that
parish effective Nov. 1.

• Deacon Christopher D.
Bock of St. Maria Goretti
Church, Westfield, will serve
St. Louis de Montfort Parish,
Fishers, and serve as coordi-
nator of vocations to the per-
manent diaconate, effective
Oct. 1.

• Deacon Timothy J. Perry

of St. Maria Goretti Church,
Westfield, will serve St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish,
Zionsville, effective Nov. 1.

• Deacon Joseph S.
Poremski of the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception, Lafayette, will
serve that parish starting
Nov. 1.

• Deacon Steven D. Seitz
of St. Louis de Montfort
Church, Fishers, will serve
that parish and serve as
associate director of forma-
tion for the permanent dia-
conate starting Oct. 1.

• Deacon Charles L.
Springer of St. Patrick
Church, Kokomo, will serve
that parish, plus Kokomo
hospitals and the Miami
Correctional Facility, starting
Nov. 1.

• Deacon Stanislaw H.
Zak of St. Boniface Church,
Lafayette, will serve that
parish starting Oct. 1.

The rites on Sept. 15, coor-
dinated by the diocesan
Office of Divine Worship,
began with the presentation
of the candidates to the bish-
op. 

That was followed by the
promise of the elect, the lay-
ing on of hands, the prayer
of ordination and the investi-
ture with stole and dalmatic.

Bishop Doherty handed
on the Book of the Gospels to
each new deacon. Each one
pledged obedience to him
and his successors.

During the Litany of Sup-
plication, the men lay face-
down on the floor of the
sanctuary as the Litany of
the Saints was sung. That
part of the rite symbolized
the death and rising of
Christ.

The bishop and other dea-
cons later shared a fraternal
sign of peace with the new
deacons.

Bishop Doherty called the
ordination a happy occasion
for the men and their fami-
lies, who, filled with God’s
grace, heard the call to serve.
He prayed that they do so as
“sincere and fervent wit-
nesses.”

Deacon Poremski saw his
ordination as the beginning
of a deeper life of service.

When asked what he is
looking forward to, he
smiled and said, “Becoming
a saint. I hope this path helps
me get there. That’s my
hope.”

Deacon Bock said that
throughout the formation
process, he has enjoyed
meeting people from
throughout the diocese. 

He said he’s looking for-
ward to serving the people
of St. Louis de Montfort
Parish, as well as parish-
ioners from across the dio-
cese as coordinator of voca-
tions for the permanent dia-
conate.

Margie Bock, his wife of
24 years, said that the forma-
tion was demanding at
times, but “a beautiful bless-
ing” to her and her husband.

“I have changed inside. I
pray more. We pray togeth-
er; we didn’t before,” she
said. 

She said that Deacon Bock
is more peaceful, more calm
and “more in tune with
those around him ... He’s
more patient. He takes more
time to listen. It has helped
our marriage grow even
stronger.”

Deacon Seitz said he’s
eager to experience “the dif-
ference in how I can be pre-
sent to people in whatever
they are experiencing in
their lives.”

He hopes to be “a channel
for the healing power and
presence of Christ when peo-
ple are hurting, and to share
their joy in happy times,” he
said. “There is so much to
look forward to, but that is
the core of it.”

His father, Donald,
attended the ordina-
tion with several other
family members. He
lives in Boonville, Ind.,
near Evansville. He
was raised in the
Methodist Church, but
converted to Catholi-
cism before he and his
wife married.

Speaking of Deacon
Seitz, he said, “I’m real
proud of him. It’s a lot
of hard work, but
knowing him, it
wasn’t a big surprise ...
I never thought he’d
drop out.”

Deacon Springer
said that in addition to
serving his Kokomo
parish, he is eager to
serve hospital patients
and prisoners.

“It is certainly a
very apt ministry for a
deacon ... there are a
couple of areas I have
interest in,” he said.

“The (ordination)
rites were beautiful,”
he said. As they pro-
ceeded, “... You put
yourself into the
scenes from the
Gospels ... it’s very
humbling, very grati-

fying.”
Deacon Zak said that in

preparing to serve St. Boni-
face Parish in Lafayette, he
was preparing himself to
evolve from a receiver of
gifts and graces to “being a
giver of gifts.”

“This is what we are being
prepared for during our for-
mation,” he said. “I cannot
help others spiritually if I
myself am spiritually weak.  

“The Church is the foun-
tain that refreshes and
strengthens me,” Deacon
Zak said. “My goal is to use
all the tools that I have
acquired during my forma-
tion years. I am to keep these
tools sharp and not rusty
throughout the rest of my
life by using them all the
time. My deepest passion is
the liturgy. I look forward to
this aspect of ministry.”

Deacon Perry said that
every Catholic, through bap-
tism, is called upon to serve
others. He was grateful for
the gifts he had received,
and for the support he felt on
ordination day.

“I hope to help God’s peo-
ple realize how much our
Lord loves us,” he said. “I
want to help them know that
love and recognize that
love.”

Bishop Doherty ordains seven permanent deacons

The newly ordained permanent deacons and their wives pose for a photo with Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty. Front row from left are LaDonna Seitz, Deacon Steve Seitz, Sheila Springer and
Deacon Chuck Springer; middle row from left are Deacon Joe Poremski, Sherie Poremski,
Bishop Doherty, Mary Ann Zak and Deacon Stan Zak; back row from left are Deb Perry, Deacon
Tim Perry, Susie Boes, Deacon Ed Boes, Margie Bock and Deacon Chris Bock. (Photo by Bob
Nichols)
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Ordination to the permanent diaconate

Knights of Columbus participate in the opening procession. The seven candidates are called forth and stand before Bishop Doherty.

Hundreds of friends, family and well-wishers fill the cathedral. The candidates lay prostrate on the floor during the Litany of Saints.

Clergy from around the Lafayette diocese
attended the Sept. 15 celebration. 

Bishop Doherty clasps Chuck Springer’s hands as the candidate promises obedience to the bish-
op and his successors.
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Ordination to the permanent diaconate

Bishop Doherty (above left) and other permanent deacons of the diocese (above right) share a fraternal sign of peace with the newly ordained.

Left: Father
Tim Alkire
vests
newly
ordained
Deacon
Stan Zak
with a 
stole and
dalmatic.

Right: 
Deacon
Steve Seitz
receives
the Book 
of the
Gospels
from 
Bishop
Doherty.

Photos
by Bob
Nichols

Left: Bishop Doherty lays hands on Joe Poremski in the invocation of the Holy Spirit.
Above: The bishop offers the prayer of ordination as the seven men kneel during the rite.
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack or beverage
to share. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff and Mar-
lene Jarboe at 765-567-2216
or jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

“Kirchenfest”
LEBANON — St. Joseph
Parish will host its third
annual “Kirchenfest” from
5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 22, at the parish,
309 E. South St. Admission
to the family-friendly event
is free. For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/
StJoeLebKirchenfest.

Chicken dinner
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
Parish will hold its annual
chicken dinner from 11 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
23, in the school gymnasi-
um, 107 E. Main St. Meals
will include chicken, sides,
salads and home-baked
goodies. Carry-outs will be
available. Cost is $8 for
adults, $4 for children ages
5 to 12 and free for children
under age 5. All are wel-
come to attend.

Living wills vs. durable
power of attorney
KOKOMO — The parish
nurses of St. Patrick Parish
will host a presentation on
living wills vs. durable
power of attorney from 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 24, in the parish hall
(church basement). The pre-
senter will be T.J. Rethlake,
Howard County attorney
and a parishioner of St.
Patrick. During the
evening’s program, he will
present an overview of both
living wills and durable
power of attorney, pointing
out the differences and the
appropriate use for each. All

adults are welcome.

“A Walk 
Through the Mass”
CARMEL — Have you ever
wondered why certain
things are done during
Mass? Are you a non-
Catholic who attended a
Mass and was confused?
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish invites all to attend
“A Walk Through the Mass”
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 25, at the
church, 14598 Oak Ridge
Road. The presentation will
simulate a normal liturgy
while pausing to give expla-
nation and background of
each element. Members of
all faiths are welcome.

Rosary for healing
in the Church
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join in praying
the luminous mysteries of
the rosary each Thursday
for the intention of healing
in the Church. The rosary
will be prayed beginning
around noon (after the 11:30
a.m. Mass) at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church.

Solar power workshop
CARMEL — The Creation
Care Ministry of St. Eliza-
beth Seton Parish will host a
workshop about solar
power at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 27, in Social Hall
B104. The workshop will
explore the topic of solar
power for homes, business-
es and congregations and its
potential to save money, be
energy independent, and
protect the environment.
The workshop is free and all
are welcome to attend. For
more information, visit
carmelgreen.org or e-mail
mbhcarmel@sbcglobal.net.

Weekend grief 
support workshop
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will host
“Grieving with Great
Hope,” a weekend grief
support workshop for peo-
ple who are mourning the
loss of a loved one, on Sept.
28-29. “Grieving with Great
Hope” is presented by Good
Mourning Ministry, a
Catholic bereavement apos-
tolate founded by John and
Sandy O’Shaughnessy. Both
have been through their
own “valley of grief,” and
in this workshop, will offer
personal and professional
insights on what may help
others journey through

theirs. The workshop will be
held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 28, and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Registration is required. For
registration details, e-mail
Connie Anderson at
c.anderson@smgonline.org.

Day of reflection for 
liturgical music ministers
TIPTON — All liturgical
music ministers of the
Lafayette diocese are invited
to “Tune My Heart to Sing
Thy Grace,” a day to reflect,
refocus and renew, from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 29, at the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter. The day will be led by
Father Michael Driscoll, pro-
fessor emeritus of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame.
There is a $10 per person
registration fee to cover
lunch; parishes bringing five

or more participants can
register at a discounted
rate. Pre-registration is
required. Register online
at https://dol-in.org/
2018musiciansdayof
reflection or contact
Sandra Santucci at 765-
269-4660 or
ssantucci@dol-in.org.

“Super Hero Run”
LAFAYETTE — Matrix
LifeCare Center will
host its annual “Super
Hero Run” on Saturday,
Sept. 29. The hero-
themed fund-raising
event for the center
includes a timed 5K run,
a 3K walk, a kids’ fun
run, a costume contest,
games and activities for
kids, a free pancake
breakfast and more. For
details, visit
www.lafayette
herorun.com.

Schoenstatt celebration
DELPHI — All are invit-
ed to attend a Schoen-
statt celebration from
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 29, at the
Schoenstatt Wayside
Shrine in Delphi. The
event will mark the 50th
and 100th anniversaries
of the deaths of Schoen-
statt founder Father
Joseph Kentenich and
Joseph Engling, a mem-
ber of the founder gen-
eration. The day will
include Mass, recitation
of the rosary, fun family
activities, faith forma-
tion and refreshments.
Recitation of the rosary

will begin at 9:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by Mass at 10 a.m.
and food, music and activi-
ties at 10:45 a.m. The shrine
is located at the intersection
of Highway 421 and West
Main Street in Delphi. For
more information, e-mail
Julie Haskell at jhas821@
aol.com or visit the Web site
at schoenstattindiana.org.

“Grace of Yes” 
women’s retreat
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will host
author Lisa Hendey for a
women’s retreat from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Author of the book “The
Grace of Yes: Eight Virtues
for Generous Living,”
Hendey will lead partici-
pants on her “Grace of Yes”
retreat to discover how to
prayerfully give God one’s
best “Yes” and to live as

generous spirits in the
world. Cost for the retreat is
$30 per person; breakfast
and light snacks will be pro-
vided. For more information
or to register, visit
http://bit.ly/setonsept29 or
call the parish office at 317-
846-3850.

“You’re My Type” 
blood drive
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a “You’re My Type” blood
drive from 9 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30. A
blood donation only takes
30 minutes. To schedule a
donation, visit
www.bit.ly/MyType2018

Nine Irish Brothers fish fry
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to gather at the
Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, 2224 Sacramento
Drive, for a Nine Irish
Brothers fish fry from noon
to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
30. Tickets are $10 each and
include Nine Irish Brothers’
signature fish, chips and
slaw; dessert will be provid-
ed courtesy of Dairy Queen.

“Red Mass”
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette diocese will cele-
brate a “Red Mass” at 5:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 1, at the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception. All
government officials (feder-
al, state and local levels,
executive, legislative and
judicial branches), attorneys,
paralegals, law students and
their spouses are invited to
attend and join in prayer
and fellowship for the legal
community. Principal cele-
brant of the Mass will be
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty.
A dinner reception will be
held after the Mass, with a
presentation by U.S. District
Court Judge Jane Magnus-
Stinson. There is no cost to
attend. Registration is avail-
able online at www.
dol-in.org/RedMass.

Transitus
LAFAYETTE — The St.
Boniface Secular Franciscans
invite all to a celebration on
Wednesday, Oct. 3, of St.
Francis of Assisi’s passing
into eternal life. The Transi-
tus will begin at 7 p.m. at St.
Boniface Church, 318 S.
Ninth St., followed by a
reception in the parish’s St.
Michael Center across from
the church.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Rummage sale
NOBLESVILLE — The Altar
Rosary Society of Our Lady
of Grace Parish will hold its
annual rummage sale from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 3, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 4, and 9 a.m.
to noon Friday, Oct. 5. Fri-
day will be $5 bag day and
half off on large items. All
are welcome to attend.

First Friday adoration
ZIONSVILLE — All are
invited to spend time with
the Lord during First Friday
adoration from 9:45 a.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 5, to 7:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 6, in the day
chapel at St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish. The church
is located at 1870 W. Oak St.
in Zionsville.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Oct. 5, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 6, in the chapel at Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette
Central. The Mass will be
followed by Legion of Mary
prayers and recitation of the
rosary. All are invited to
also join in a holy hour for
America at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 3, in the chapel. 

Pro-life leaders and 
physicians conference
KOKOMO — A diocesan
pro-life leaders and physi-
cians conference will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 6, at St. Joan
of Arc Parish. The theme of
the conference will be
“Abortion Pill Reversal:
How Pro-Life Ministries
and Medical Personnel Can
Help Women Who Regret
Taking the Abortion Pill.”
Anyone who works in pro-
life ministry or in the med-
ical profession is encour-
aged to attend. The confer-
ence will include presenta-
tions by Dr. Casey Reising
and David Bangs. They
have successfully assisted
women who have taken the
abortion pill and regretted
their decision, allowing

these women to continue
their pregnancies and go on
to have healthy babies. For
more information or to reg-
ister online, visit www.dol-
in.org/family-life-events.
Cost is $10, payable at the
door. Registration is
requested by Oct. 2. More
information also is available
by contacting Susan Hoefer,
diocesan Respect Life coor-
dinator, at 765-421-1998 or
shoefer@dol-in.org.

Oktoberfest/Noblesville
NOBLESVILLE — Knights
of Columbus Council 9706,
in conjunction with the
Raise the Praise Committee,
will host their eighth annu-
al Oktoberfest from 6:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 6, at Our Lady of Grace
Parish. The evening will
feature German food, craft
beer, wine, desserts, soft
pretzels, live music, fun and
games for the entire family.
Meal cost is $7 per person,
$5 for a child’s meal and $3
for extra meat. The Raise
the Praise Committee also
will conduct a raffle with a
top prize of $6,000. Pro-
ceeds from the raffle will go
toward improving the wor-
ship space in the church. All
are invited to attend.

Oktoberfest/Zionsville
ZIONSVILLE — The
Zionsville Knights of
Columbus will present their
annual Oktoberfest from
6:30 p.m. to midnight Satur-
day, Oct. 6, on the grounds
of St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish, 1870 W. Oak St. The
evening will feature Ger-
man food, beers, contests,
fun and musical entertain-
ment by Indy Polkamotion.
Traditional German attire is

encouraged. Entry cost is
$10 per person. Proceeds
will support the Caring
Center, the Zionsville Food
Pantry and charities of the
Knights. All those age 21
and older are welcome to
attend. 

Life Chain
WESTFIELD — The 10th
annual Life Chain in West-
field will be held from 2:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 7, at the intersection of
Union Street and State Road
32. The event will be held
rain or shine. Signs will be
distributed from Hadley
Park in downtown West-
field starting at 2:15 p.m.
Participants also are invited
to bring consumable baby
items (diapers, wipes, baby
shampoo, etc.), which will
be donated to mothers and
babies in need in Hamilton
County. For more informa-
tion, contact Susan Morris
at 317-896-5164 or
westfieldlifechain@gmail.
com.

“Loss of a Spouse” seminar
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will host a seminar
about the “Loss of a
Spouse” from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 7. Those
who are grieving the death
of a spouse, or know some-
one who is, are encouraged
to attend. The seminar will
explore practical advice
from others who have expe-
rienced the loss of a spouse,
what to expect in your grief,
how to cope with life with-
out your spouse and why it
won’t always hurt this
much. For more informa-
tion, call Sue Schmitz at
317-585-1257.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 13. Join the Daughters
of Isabella in reciting the
rosary as Our Lady of Fati-
ma requested. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to bring
their rosaries, lawn chairs,
family and friends. If rain-
ing, bring umbrellas; in case
of stormy weather, the
rosary will be prayed inside
the church.

“Ethics on the Edges 
of Life”
CARMEL — Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish will host
a presentation on “Ethics on
the Edges of Life” after the
9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday,
Oct. 14. The event will be
held in the St. Thomas
Aquinas Room downstairs.
The presenter will be Dr.
Natalie Rodden, a palliative
care specialist, who will
answer questions about dif-
ficult decisions when caring
for a loved one with an
advanced illness or disabili-
ty, including how to be sure
that pain management, end-
of-life and advanced illness
decisions are consistent with
Catholic beliefs. All atten-
dees will receive a free copy
of “A Catholic Guide to
Health Care Directives.”
The presentation is free and

all are welcome to attend.

Novena for life
CARMEL — All are invited
to join the parishioners of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church in praying a novena
from Oct. 15-23 for respect
life issues, including mental
health, the poor, the envi-
ronment, euthanasia, the
unborn and post-abortion,
immigrants, victims of war
and sexual abuse, and reli-
gious freedom. Visit
www.olmc1.org or
www.facebook.com/
OLMC1.

Scout retreat
MUNCIE — The Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting will host its “Close
Encounters with God”
retreat from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 20, in St.
Mary Parish’s Noll Hall.
The retreat is open to all
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
of all ages. The theme for
the day will be the glorious
mysteries of the rosary. The
retreat will include games,
prayers, stories, a craft and
Mass. Cost is $5 for each
Scout; there is no cost for
accompanying adults. Those
attending are asked to bring
a sack lunch; beverages will
be provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Steve Chatot
at bigbear96@comcast.net or
765-286-5093.
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REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Ivy Bunker Curtis, 43, died Sept. 4. Anne 
Carellas, 100, died Sept. 5. Both were members of St.
Paul in Marion.

Antoinette “Toni” Deddens, 55, died Sept. 12. She
was a member of St. Elizabeth Seton in Carmel.

Nancy Ann Jones, 73, died Sept. 1. She was a
member of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cicero.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Sept. 22,
1968: The 10th annual Sis-
ters’ Picnic and Conference
on Scouting will be held this
month at Camp Cary near
Lafayette. The event is in-
tended to give all women re-
ligious and lay teachers an
opportunity to observe the
Scouting program firsthand.

• 25 years ago, Sept. 19,
1993: Albert Shannon has
been installed as the 15th
president and first lay presi-
dent of Saint Joseph’s Col-
lege in Rensselaer. He previ-
ously served as vice presi-
dent for academic affairs
and academic dean, as well
as a tenured professor.

• 10 years ago, Sept. 21,
2008: After a year of work, a
new grotto has been dedi-
cated to Our Lady of Lour-
des at St. Theodore Guerin
High School in Noblesville.
The grotto, built 50 yards be-
hind the school, is made of
220 tons of limestone.

• Five years ago, Sept. 22,
2013: St. Ann Church in
Lafayette was filled with
music, laughter and love for
the blessing and dedication
of a new organ, donated in
memory of the late Father
Maurice Miller. Bob
Rohrman, a close friend of
Father Miller, gave the in-
strument to the parish. 

Saints 
of the week

Cosmas 
and Damian

(Third century)
Feast: Sept. 26

Legendary martyrs
Cosmas and Damian are
among the “moneyless”
saints of the Eastern
Church, venerated for re-
fusing to take money for
their services. 

According to legend,
the twin brothers were
born in Arabia, studied
medicine in Syria and
practiced their healing
art in Cilicia. 

They reportedly were
tortured and beheaded
during the persecution of
Diocletian. 

A fifth-century bishop
called them “illustrious
athletes and generous
martyrs.” 

Miraculous healings
were attributed to them.

(Catholic News Service)

A life-changing diagnosis and the importance of joy
By Olivia Clarke Silver 
Catholic News Service

When you’re in your 20s
and 30s, you often feel invin-
cible — like there’s so much
time to make mis-
takes because you’ll
fix them tomorrow.
It’s easy to boast that
this is the time to do
whatever you want. 

But then some-
thing happens.
Maybe you lose your
job or your longtime
friend stops return-
ing your texts. Or,
maybe you learn at age 35
that you have breast cancer
— and that’s what happened
to me.

Like any tragedy, it’s im-
possible to not be changed
by what happens to you
when you get your diagno-

sis. And at the same time,
you want to interact with
those who have experienced
a similar life-changing event.
The problem is that young
adult cancer (cancer affect-

ing those in their 20s
and 30s in particular)
is not as commonly
discussed as the can-
cer your great-aunt
or grandmother gets. 

About a year after
I got through cancer,
I thought I was fine
and could just go
back to my old life as
if nothing happened. 

As a reward for beating
cancer, I went on a pilgrim-
age to Italy with other young
adults from my parish. Dur-
ing that trip, I realized that I
had been changed by cancer,
and that my attitude had to
change. I’d like to say it was

the prayer and visits to
churches that changed my
mind, but I believe God
reached me through the peo-
ple I traveled with. This
small group of friends
opened my eyes. I couldn’t
find joy in the same activities
as before. 

I came home from Italy
and started volunteering to
help a poor church, school
and food pantry by raising
money; getting new winter
coats donated to the school;
helping with social media
and a newsletter; and creat-
ing an artist mentorship pro-
gram for the students. 

Once I got started, I kept
thinking about what else I
should do. I thought about
how to help others facing
cancer. 

In November 2017, I start-
ed an online community

called Humor Beats Cancer. I
wanted to create a place for
those experiencing or having
beaten cancer in their 20s,
30s and 40s to talk about
their journeys, but with an
added twist.

So much of what you read
about cancer can foster
hopelessness. I wanted peo-
ple to be able to share uplift-
ing stories and allow them to
laugh at all the crazy stuff
we experience. How can
someone be joyful during
such a difficult situation?

When you have a disease
like cancer, there is a real fear
that your heart will go dark
and the light in your eyes
will go out. I wanted to help
keep the joy alive by creating
a place that offers empathy
and hope. I wanted to create
a place to remind young
adults facing cancer what it

was like before cancer when
they laughed and felt joy so
easily. Instead of reminding
them that they could die, I
wanted to remind them that
they’re still alive.

Pope Francis talks often
about the importance of joy,
particularly in the little
things of life. He describes
how being joyful with others
brings us closer to God. And
I believe that. If we can bring
joy to someone’s life, with-
out asking for anything in re-
turn and so that they forget
their insecurities or pain for
a little bit — then we are
practicing our faith. Joy
changes lives and gives peo-
ple hope — just like it has
done for me.

Chicago resident Olivia
Clarke Silver is a writer who
works in public relations. 

Guest column

Olivia 
Clarke Silver

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Mary Church, Frankfort.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 6 p.m.

Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. (Spanish) 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 10

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Sister Mary Montgomery and Sister JoAnn Quinkert of the 
Sisters of Providence recently visited the classrooms of Shannon Bor-
denet and Stephanie Bosma at St. Mary Cathedral School in Lafayette to

talk with students about their foundress, St. Theodore Guerin, and to
share alpaca fiber and stories from the farms at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.
(Photos provided)
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