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27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

he Rosary is one of 

the most popular and 

recognizable Catholic 

prayers. In TV shows 

and movies it’s often 

used as a shorthand 

to indicate that a 

character is Catholic, 

and many Catholic 

receive a Rosary as a 

gift for their First 

Communion. 

October is the Month 

of the Rosary, in 

which the faithful are 

encouraged to take up 

and pray this favorite 

devotion. 

The Rosary is a sacramental — 

signs and prayers which 

resemble the sacraments and 

help prepare us to encounter 

and draw closer to Jesus. 

Sacramentals include saint 

medals, the Stations of the 

Cross, chaplets, and relics. 

Of the sacramentals, the 

Rosary holds a special place 

in the life of the Church. 

Tradition holds that Saint 

Dominic, while battling the 

Albigensian heresy in France, 

prayed to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary for assistance. She 

appeared to him and taught 

him the Rosary as a prayer to 

aid him and spread the 

Catholic faith. Even today, the 

Rosary is an essential 

part of the Dominican 

habit. 

The Rosary is also 

related to the pious 

practice of the faithful 

seeking to emulate 

medieval monks and 

nuns who prayed 

through the 150 

psalms in the Divine 

Office. While most lay 

people couldn't read 

through the psalms, 

they could pray 150 Hail 

Mary’s, uniting their prayers 

:: Luke 1:41-42 

 Watch the video: 
youtu.be/JFFHNfiMnyQ 

https://youtu.be/JFFHNfiMnyQ
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with those of the monks and 

nuns. 

Rosaries come in various 

shapes and sizes. Most have 5 

sets (or “decades”) of 10 beads. 

There are also single decade 

rosaries, which contain only 

10 beads; flat rosaries 

designed to fit in a wallet; and 

even Rosary rings which can 

be worn on a finger. One of the 

great things about the Rosary 

is that, even if you don’t have a 

set of beads at hand, you can 

always pray it with your  10 

fingers! 

:: Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2679 

Family Discussion Questions 
1. What is your earliest memory of the Rosary? 

2. Do you have a favorite set of rosary beads? Where did it 

come from? 

3. How often do you pray the Rosary? How could your family 

make more time to pray the Rosary together? 

Family Challenge 
If you have rosaries at home, pray a decade of the Rosary each 

day this week. If you don’t, get some rosaries for the members 

of your family. Many parishes have extra plastic rosaries, or 

you can contact the Rosary Army apostolate for a $1 knotted 

twine rosary. 

Additional Videos 
 10 Tips for Praying the Rosary with Kids: 

youtu.be/50OkU4_J3Gs 

Other Resources 
 Saint Dominic and the Rosary by Catherine Beebe (Ignatius 

Press) 

 Linking Your Beads: The Rosary's History, Mysteries, and 

Prayers by Patricia Ann Kasten (Our Sunday Visitor) 

https://rosaryarmy.com/freerosary/
https://youtu.be/50OkU4_J3Gs
https://amzn.to/2HMZGnX
https://amzn.to/3jpkr72
https://amzn.to/3jpkr72

