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Dear parishioners and friends of St. Maria Goretti,

Are you fi red up?  I am because God the Father created each of us out of love, in order that we might 
refl ect that same Divine Love in our own lives.  Our Lord Jesus intended that our faith be lived in 
community, encouraging one another on our pilgrimage toward our heavenly homeland.  The Catholic 
Church should be our family, our spiritual refuge, and our spiritual home.  It is here that we grow 
individually and together as a community to deliver on the mission of the Catholic Church to bring all 
people to a relationship with Christ.  We are glad you are with us, and we need you as much as you 
need us!  

As we continue to grow together, we see the great need for our pastorate to have a concrete plan, 
rooted in a clear, inspiring mission inspired by the Holy Spirit.  The work of the Church needs to carry on, 
and we must be well-equipped to rise to the occasion in our changing culture.  As St. Paul writes this is 
to “equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12)  

Over the past few months, as a part of our Diocesan Uniting in Heart pastoral plan, I’ve gathered 
with leaders in our pastorate to discern goals and milestones based on your feedback with our parish 
survey and the Diocesan Uniting in Heart 2030 plan.  This plan includes specifi c pastorate activities for 
our pastorate to engage in over the course of the next three years to help our pastorate grow and 
transform.  Our focus is on creating missionary disciples that build up the Kingdom of God using the 
pillars of Mission, Community, and Witness.  

This rolling three-year plan will be the guiding document for decisions made at the pastorate, and it 
also will guide our pastoral and fi nance councils in their work.  There is much to be done, and this plan 
will give us clear direction.  Our path forward includes something for everyone at the pastorate — from 
those who are new to those who have been part of our community for years.  

Please read and pray through this plan intentionally so that you 
know the next steps that our pastorate is taking and how you can 
be part of our future as we live the mission of the Church.  This 
is an exciting time for our pastorate and our diocese, and I am 
grateful for your commitment to our community and to Christ.  

As we chart this next course together, may our Triune God 
continue to abundantly bless you and your family.  Please join me 
in prayer, as I pray for you, that we continue to invite the Holy 
Spirit into our hearts and our pastorate.  

May we Unite in Heart,

Fr. Brian Dudzinski
Missionary Pastor

May we Unite in Heart,

Fr. Brian Dudzinski
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MISSION & VALUES
Our Sacred Mission
We are the people of God uniting in the heart of Jesus Christ.  We join the whole Church 
in proclaiming the Gospel in Word, Sacrament and Charity for the salvation of all people.

The Values that Guide our Pastorate Vision Plan
Mission:

• We will foster a culture of encounter where people experience Christ in the Liturgy, 
Scriptures, and community.

• We will deepen our personal relationship with Christ through intentional times of 
prayer each day.

• We will accompany our parish’s youth and young adults to help them grow deep roots 
of faith.

• We will build missionary disciples by providing a variety of opportunities for all to 
discover a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that inspires action.

• We will create a culture of vocations where all are encouraged and accompanied as 
they seek to do God’s Will in their life.

Community:
• We will foster a “Culture of Belonging” where those in our parish family, all 

newcomers, all who visit our church, and all who just inquire about our parish will 
know of our hospitality and that we are a parish family that cares.

• We will be recognized as a Christ-centered, continuously growing, and loving 
community dedicated to compassionate outreach to anyone in need of spiritual, 
physical, and emotional comfort.

Witness:
• We will collectively continue to learn, grow, and teach each other the wisdom of the 

Gospel and celebrate our faith with joy.

• We will witness our personal relationship with Jesus Christ with all those we meet.

• We will strive to serve all of those in need in our parish, our community, and our world.

• We will develop outreach to Catholics who are not active in our faith community.
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Do not conform yourselves to this age 
but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect. Romans 12:2

Building up our Youth
GOAL: Implement an enhanced age-specific roadmap in 
aiding parents and their children in knowing and growing 
in relationship with Christ and His Church from birth 
through high school.  Promote the success of St. Maria 
Goretti School through a continued rich, faith-based 
education that will attract and maintain a full enrollment. 

 

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority 
are:

• Create a new monthly youth group for those in 5th and 6th grade by Fall 2022.

• Build upon our marketing and promotional efforts to increase awareness of St. Maria 
Goretti School, attract new families, and maintain our full enrollment by Winter 2023.

• Identify and develop opportunities for maintaining connection with families and youth 
after Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation by Spring 2024.

• Implement Children’s Liturgy of the Word on designated weekends throughout the year 
by Fall 2024.

• Offer collective faith opportunities for Parish Religious Education and St. Maria Goretti 
School students and their families, including age-specific student fellowship, retreats, 
and prayer services by Winter 2024.

• Create and implement new faith and parent formation opportunities specifically for 
parents of youth within our parish by Spring 2025.

• Develop a new year-long mentorship experience that intentionally connects families 
who will support one another in living liturgically and building strong domestic churches 
within their homes by Spring 2025.

MISSION
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Supporting our Young Adults
GOAL: Develop methods of intentionally connecting young adults and young families to 
Christ and His Church, as well as to their peers within the parish and diocese.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority 
are:

• Establish a team of young adult leaders who will invite and foster a community of peers 
within the parish by the end of 2022. 

• Create ongoing opportunities for young adult events in our broader community through 
an intentional and collaborative effort with our diocese and surrounding parishes by 
Spring 2023.

• Build upon our youth ministry outreach to include all parish high school graduates and 
increase collaboration between our Reaching Out to College Kids (ROCK) and youth 
ministries by Fall 2023.

• Create a new method of connecting newly married couples to others in our parish 
community by Summer 2024. 

• Investigate opportunities for offering childcare at additional parish functions by Fall 
2024.

 
Forming Missionary Disciples

GOAL: Form and equip disciples by more fully integrating formation into programs for 
children, teens and adults that leads to greater self-awareness, sound personal identity, and a 
deeper union with Christ. 

Some of the important milestones and 
strategies that will aid in the fulfillment 
of this priority are:

• Implement formation in Theology 
of the Body for all people in the 
parish.

• Implement “The 99” program 
by Ascension Press that 
teaches parishioners the art of 
evangelization and how to share 
the Gospel by Fall 2023.

• Establish ways for us to respond 
as a people of faith to commonly 
questioned or misunderstood 
issues to better understand how 
our faith plays a role in the world.

MISSION
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Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. 
Romans 12:13

 
Uniting our Community  

GOAL: Implement and expand upon our initiatives to welcome and support all in finding 
their place within the parish family and coordinate efforts to unify the parish and facilitate 
encounters with Christ through one another.   

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority 
are:

• Build upon the physical environment to foster a greater sense of welcome through 
beautification, the addition of an outdoor prayer space, improved signage, and a more 
prominent hospitality area within our church gathering space beginning in  
Summer 2022.

• Expand our parish office hours to increase our staff’s availability to the parish and 
community by Summer 2022.

• Expand and increase collaboration among our current hospitality-focused ministries 
in an effort to create intentional opportunities for an encounter with Christ and one 
another through the liturgy, parish events, and through an ongoing connection to 
others within the parish family beginning in Fall 2022.

• Embrace and implement some additional practices utilized by other parishes and 
denominations that will help us build upon our culture of unity by Summer 2023.

• Build upon our current small faith group practices in an effort to strengthen our culture 
of unity and accompaniment by Spring 2023.

COMMUNITY
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As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace. I Peter 4:10  

Expanding our Evangelization & Community Outreach  

GOAL: Connect with the broader community through at least three externally focused 
evangelization and outreach initiatives.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Partner with local schools to provide meals for local children in need during school breaks by 
Summer 2022.

• Increase our support of local families who are in need of beds for their children or emergency 
financial assistance through the work of our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry by Summer 2022. 

• Share information about our parish with the broader community through an increase in 
advertising beginning in Winter 2023.

• Identify and implement new methods for offering greater spiritual support to those we serve 
in the broader community through our HELP Ministry by Summer 2023. 

• Form a committee to pursue additional social and service opportunities to connect with the 
broader community, and also lead the parish family in carrying out these actions by  
Summer 2025.

Faith in Action
GOAL: Strengthen our missionary mindset and commitment to Eucharistic living through an 
increase in participation beyond the liturgy that promotes committed discipleship and a greater 
witness of Christ.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Implement perpetual Eucharistic Adoration by the end of 2023.

• Continue to provide opportunities for parish staff and volunteer leaders to participate 
in formation opportunities and build community with one another through Leadership 
Workshops and/or other avenues every Spring and Fall.

• Create a Called & Gifted™ core team who will partner with the diocese by Spring 2023 and 
provide opportunities for each Parish family member to know, discern, and share their gifts 
with others.

• Promote and build upon the opportunities for retreats, pilgrimages, mission trips, or other 
immersive conversion experiences, as well as ongoing Catechesis to better understand our faith 
and foster a lifestyle of daily prayer by Winter 2023.

• Foster communication and marketing strategies that reach a larger number of parishioners and 
community members by utilizing digital, print and social media as well as physical signage by 
Summer 2025.

WITNESS
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17102 SPRING MILL RD
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Father of Mercy, through the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you promise to make all things new. Open our hearts and minds during this time of diocesan and parish 
renewal, and endow us with your gifts...

 of Grace .....................................We pray O Lord
 of Wisdom .................................We pray O Lord
 of Courage ................................We pray O Lord

Show us the way...

 to Discernment ..........................Help us O Lord
 to Unity ......................................Help us O Lord
 to Hospitality .............................Help us O Lord
 to Loving Kindness ....................Help us O Lord
 to Serve Others .........................Help us O Lord
 to Proclaim Your Holy Word ....Help us O Lord

Let us pray: Help us all to respond to our baptismal grace to make disciples of all people. Help us, O 
Lord, to learn, love and live Christ’s mission so we can hand on your gifts to future generations. Send out 
your Spirit and renew your Church. 

Uniting in Heart, and through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, St. Joseph, the Apostles and 
the Saints, we ask you to hear our prayer and grant us your graces through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.


