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Dear parishioners and friends of the pastorate of St. Mary Cathedral & St. Ann Church,

Thanks be to God for the many different ways He blesses and strengthens us in our journey 
to greater communion with the Most Holy Trinity.  I am grateful to God for the many ways He 
has strengthened me throughout my life, and for the lively faith seen among so many people 
in the pastorate of St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church.  Even more so, let us continue to 
give thanks to God that we can gather together as a community, remembering the mission 
Jesus has given to us, and support each other in bearing witness to the astounding perpetual 
love of God.  

“Gratitude is the memory of the heart,” an old French proverb by Jean-Baptiste Massieu.  
One of the blessings of being in Lafayette, is the rich history of the Church, which has granted 
me greater appreciation of faith lived today.  St. Mary Cathedral, first called the Church of 
Saints Mary and Martha, began around 1843 when the approximately 25 Catholic families 
of Lafayette had a resident priest, Rev. Michael Clarke.  Later, Rev. George A. Hamilton, who 
became pastor of the Church of Sts. Mary and Martha in 1862, built St. Ann’s Chapel in 1870.  
This shows a beautiful early tie to the parishes of our pastorate.  Rev. Hamilton’s remains are 
currently under the tabernacle at St. Mary Cathedral.  The first pastor of St. Ann’s came in 
1884, Rev. John Dempsey.  Since then, much time has passed and the faith shared among the 
people of Lafayette to where the parishioners of both St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church, 
having embraced the faith handed down to us by Jesus, continue to bear witness to the love 
of God in their lives.  

Keep this great history in mind as well as the work that the Holy Spirit has done in so many 
lives across so many generations.  Seek the constant guidance of the Holy Spirit as we echo 
the faith in today’s climate and witness to the goodness of God.  Share the faith for the 
benefit of another.  Listen to the needs of today so that we may better build up the Kingdom 
of God.  Things are not always perfect.  A concrete plan is a helpful tool to focus our joint 
efforts so that we may together give glory to God and grow as a community.  

Over the past year, as a part of Diocesan Uniting in Heart pastoral plan, I’ve gathered with 
the pastorate pastoral council to discern goals and milestones based on your feedback from 
last year’s parish survey at St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church, and the 2030 Pastoral Plan:  
Uniting in Heart.  We have formed a three-year rolling plan for our pastorate that includes 
specific pastorate activities over the course of the next three years to help our pastorate 
continue to live the faith and be transformed by Christ.  Our focus is on being missionary 
disciples who build up the Kingdom of God attending to the pillars of Mission, Community, 
and Witness.  
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This three-year rolling plan will guide decisions made at the pastorate.  I invite you to please 
look over this plan so that you may know the next steps that our pastorate is taking, and 
how you can be part of our future growth.  As St. Paul says, “I have strength for everything 
through Him [Christ] who empowers me” (Philippians 4:13).  Thank you for your commitment 
to our community and to our loving Savior, Jesus.  

As we begin this next chapter together, please continue to pray for 
one another in charity.  May God abundantly bless you and your 
family.  

In Christ,
 

Fr. Tony Rowland
Pastor

Fr. Rowland

Original St. Ann Church and SchoolInterior of St. Mary Church  
prior to 1893
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Our Sacred Mission
We are the people of God uniting in the heart of Jesus Christ.  We join the whole Church 
in proclaiming the Gospel in Word, Sacrament and Charity for the salvation of all people.

The Values that Guide our Pastorate Vision Plan
Mission:

• We will focus a culture of encounter where people experience Christ in the Liturgy, 
Scriptures, and community.

• We will deepen our personal relationship with Christ through intentional times of 
prayer each day.  

• We will walk with the youth and young adults of our parish to help them grow deep 
roots of faith.  

• We will build missionary disciples by providing a variety of opportunities for all to 
discover a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that inspires action.  

• We will create a culture of vocations where all are encouraged and accompanied as 
they seek to do God’s Will in their life.

Community:
• We will foster a “Culture of Belonging” where those in our parish family, all 

newcomers, all who visit our church, and all who just inquire about our parish will 
know of our hospitality and that we are a parish family that cares.  

• We will be recognized as a Christ-centered, continuously growing, and loving 
community dedicated to compassionate outreach to anyone in need of spiritual, 
physical, and emotional comfort.    

Witness:
• We will collectively continue to learn, grow, and teach each other the wisdom of the 

Gospel and celebrate our faith with joy.  

• We will witness to our personal relationship with Jesus Christ with all those we meet.  

• We will strive to serve all of those in need in our parish, our community, and our world.  

• We will develop outreach to Catholics who are not active in a faith community.  

MISSION & VALUES
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MISSION & VALUES
He was praying in a certain place, and 
when he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as 
John taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1

As disciples of Jesus Christ prayer must be ever on our lips.  Through prayer, 
we adore God and make our requests known to Him.  We offer Him thanks 
and praise, and we seek the intercession of Jesus and the saints.  The 
pastorate community of St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church desires to 
grow in deeper relationship with the Trinity by fostering an active prayer life 
that begins first and foremost with the highest act of prayer: the Mass.  But 
prayer is not just meant to happen at church.  To be true disciples of Christ, 
we are committed to deepening our relationship with Him through daily, 
personal prayer - an act that will only strengthen our parish community.   

GOAL ONE: Begin to develop a pastorate attitude of evangelization.

• Investigate and implement an evangelization initiative such as The 99 (by Ascension Press) by 
Spring 2023.

• Encourage the Young Adult group of the pastorate to seek our alienated young adults and invite 
them to re-engage by Fall 2023.

• Design and carry out a program to empower parishioners to share their faith by Summer 2024.

 
GOAL TWO: Enhance opportunities for high school youth to engage in the life of the 
pastorate.

• Cultivate an energetic youth ministry program in the pastorate by engaging youth in liturgical 
ministries by Summer 2022.

• Cultivate a vibrant youth ministry program in the pastorate by forming a youth choir by Fall 2022.

• Expand the Knights of the Holy Temple and begin a Young Lady Sodality by Fall 2024. 

 
GOAL THREE: Foster a culture of Vocations through regular prayer and education 
opportunities.

• Begin intentionally praying for vocations at each Mass by Summer 2022.

• Recruit and train a pastorate vocation committee by Summer 2022.

• Encourage parishioners to participate in the Greater Lafayette Area Perpetual Adoration (since 
one of the graces that flow from Eucharistic Adoration is an increase in priestly and religious 
vocations) by Fall 2022.

• Host a speaker series on discerning the call for priesthood, diaconate, married, consecrated and 
single life by Summer 2023.

MISSION
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Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. 
Romans 12:13

The pastorate of St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church desires to develop a culture of hospitality in 
which Jesus Christ is encountered by all those who approach our doors - be it physically or virtually.  
As a community of disciples of the One who counseled, “I was … a stranger, and you welcomed me,” 
(Matthew 25:35) we seek to foster a culture where all are welcome, and where faith is ignited and 
strengthened.  In all that we do, we seek to invite all people to Christ by leading with charity, humility, 
and kindness.

GOAL ONE: Foster a Christ-centered environment of hospitality that will promote a 
culture of welcome and belonging.

• Increase parishioner participation as Ministers of Hospitality and Ushers at all Masses by Fall 2022. 

• Recruit and train a Hospitality Team with a particular focus on engaging new parishioners in the 
pastorate through various activities by Spring 2023.

• Publish a pictorial directory for the pastorate by Summer 2023.

• Host a family intergenerational meal, at least quarterly, encouraging parishioners to invite others 
to the event by Fall 2024. 

• Establish a family friendly annual event at a local public venue to foster and build relationships 
within the pastorate by Fall 2024.

• Create a Team to integrate our Spanish speaking parishioners into pastorate life by Fall 2024.

• Establish a ministry to connect parishioner families to homebound / nursing home individuals for 
monthly interaction by Winter 2024.

GOAL TWO: Create a pastorate communication strategy including print and digital, 
with an intentional social media presence.

• Form a Communications Team 
by Winter 2023.

• Develop and implement 
a communication plan to 
highlight parishioner families 
and ministries by Spring 2023.

• Expand social media presence 
with a goal of evangelization 
and welcome by Winter 2024.

COMMUNITY
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As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are not meant to keep our love for him to ourselves.  On the contrary, we 
are called to “go … and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) Jesus was sent by the Father into the world to save us, 
and the pastorate of St. Mary Cathedral and St. Ann Church is committed to equipping and inspiring our 
parishioners to share this salvific message with those who do not yet believe.  As Jesus himself said, He is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no one goes to the Father except through Him.  (John 14:6)  

GOAL ONE: Create opportunities for outreach to the community to foster involvement of 
pastorate adults, families, singles, elderly, and children.    

• Grow pastorate participation in the St. Ann Matthew 25 Soup Kitchen by Summer 2022.

• Expand the Works of Mercy Ministry outreach effort in the Lafayette area by Winter 2023.

• Increase participation of parishioners to provide for the needs of the poor as identified by Works 
of Mercy Ministry by Fall 2024.

• Improve discipleship and witness through Stephen Ministry in the pastorate by Winter 2024.

GOAL TWO: Develop a plan for evangelization to our local community to include 3 
to 5 parish-wide efforts annually by July 1, 2023.  

• Provide opportunities for parishioners to learn different ways to pray (i.e. Liturgy of the Hours, 
Lectio Divina, Novenas, Eucharistic Adoration, etc.) in order to grow spiritually by Spring 2023.

• Offer workshops on the Called and Gifted program and/or the Clifton Strengths Finder for the 
pastorate by Winter 2023.

• Empower the Evangelization Staff 
to establish an ad hoc committee to 
investigate the formation of small groups 
for the pastorate by Spring 2024.

• Develop a plan to form leaders in the 
pastorate in order to mentor parishioners 
in ministries and small groups by  
Winter 2024.

WITNESS
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St. Mary Cathedral & St. Ann Church 
Pastorate Office
1212 SOUTH ST
LAFAYETTE, IN 47901-1576

Father of Mercy, through the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you promise to make all things new. Open our hearts and minds during this time of diocesan and parish 
renewal, and endow us with your gifts...

 of Grace .....................................We pray O Lord 
 of Wisdom .................................We pray O Lord 
 of Courage ................................We pray O Lord

Show us the way...

 to Discernment ..........................Help us O Lord 
 to Unity ......................................Help us O Lord 
 to Hospitality .............................Help us O Lord 
 to Loving Kindness ....................Help us O Lord 
 to Serve Others .........................Help us O Lord 
 to Proclaim Your Holy Word ....Help us O Lord

Let us pray: Help us all to respond to our baptismal grace to make disciples of all people. Help us, O 
Lord, to learn, love and live Christ’s mission so we can hand on your gifts to future generations. Send out 
your Spirit and renew your Church. 

Uniting in Heart, and through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, St. Joseph, the Apostles and 
the Saints, we ask you to hear our prayer and grant us your graces through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.


