
 
Parish Mission:  We are a Roman Catholic Par ish located in nor theastern Redding, California,  

made up of multi-cultural, multi-generational, faith-seeking peoples. We are nourished by God’s grace and Sacraments,  

forming the Body of Christ. To the best of our ability, we seek the will of God by worshiping Him, loving each other  

and serving the greater community through ministries of love, worship, prayer and service.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Dec. 20, 2015 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done 

to me according to your word.” 

Luke 1:38 

Rev. Mario Valmorida 
Parochial Administrator 

 
Rev. Guillermo Ramirez 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Office Hours - Parish Hall 
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm  

 

Sunday Masses 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday, 3:00pm - 4:30pm 

Anointing of the Sick 

 

Baptism 

 that is offered 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 

7:00pm in the Parish Hall.  

Marriage 

 

 

Our Lady of Mercy – 2600 Shasta View Drive, Redding, CA 96002    

Mary Queen of Peace – Shingletown Ridge Road, Shingletown, CA 96088 

Phone - (530) 222-3424      Fax - (530) 221-5717 

WEBSITE: WWW.OLMREDDING.NET & FACEBOOK: OUR LADY OF MERCY REDDING 

    FAITH JOURNEY                                                                                                             
 "For most women, pregnancy can be a spiritual journey. It gives an expectant 
mother the experience of bearing another life in her womb. It makes her more sensitive 
not only to her body but also to the human being growing within her... Amazing! Many 
wonderful stories have been woven around this joyous period in a woman's life. Today's 
Gospel tells of the joy of two pregnant women-Elizabeth and Mary.  
 Wonder of wonders! Elizabeth recognizes our Lord in the voice of her cousin 
Mary and greets her in words that echo the salutation of the angel: "Most blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." 
 Elizabeth shares that the infant in her womb leaped for joy at the sound of 
Mary's voice. It was a prophetic leap. Elizabeth's child who will grow up to be John the 
Baptist responded to the presence of the bearer of the Lord, the Ark of the covenant in 
flesh. Israel's deliverance has come and thus even "the lame will leap like a stag, and the 
tongue of the dumb will sing" (Is 35:6). The moment recalls how King David danced in 
worship as the Ark entered his city (2Sm 6:16).  
 Mary's own heart leaps for joy and she praises God (Lk 1:46-55). Out of faith 
and obedience to God, the two expectant mothers are filled with God's Spirit. In the full-
ness of time they will give birth to sons who will be at the forefront of humanity's salva-
tion. John will prepare the way for Jesus who will lead the people to the way of salva-
tion.  
 How beautiful it is to be reminded of the miracle of life as one awaits the birth 
of a child! Neither of their sons speaks but Elizabeth and Mary both understand how life 
is changed because of them.  
 Their unborn children give great joy to the two women in today's Gospel read-
ing. In contrast, there are people in our time who treat life cheaply by willfully terminat-
ing a pregnancy before term. The Gospel points of the sanctity of life even in their fetal 
state. Elizabeth, filled with the Spirit, declares Jesus, the fruit of Mary's womb, blessed, 
and John stirs in his mother's womb at the presence of the Lord. How then could we bear 
to take the life of unborn children?  
 It is the days before Christmas and we look forward with great joy to the com-
ing of Jesus in our midst. Mary, who forever bears Jesus in her heart, is with us for a 
visit. And so, like Elizabeth, let us open ourselves to this season of abundant grace and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, that we, too, may proclaim: "Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." 
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As you prepare your heart for Christmas, please 
consider taking one of the available hours below 
Contact Lee (244-1905) for more information. 

 

Mon 1AM Fri 7AM, 10AM 

Tue 10AM Sat 5AM, 6AM, 7AM 

Wed 12Noon, 11PM Sun 12AM 

Thr 11AM     

 
 

 

 

Sat 12/19 05:00 p.m. Steve Simvoulakis, Sr. & Jr. + 

Sun 12/20 08:30 a.m. Wade Smith  + 

    10:30 a.m. For the People 

    11:00 a.m. Dennis Grady, SI 

    01:00 p.m. Rudy Galvan  + 

Mon 12/21 07:30 a.m. Frank Watters  + 

Tues 12/22 07:30 a.m. Purgatory Animas 

Wed. 12/23 07:30 a.m. Purgatory Animas 

Thurs. 12/24 07:30 a.m. Purgatory Animas 

Fri.   12/25 07:30 a.m. For the People 

Sat. 12/26 05:00 p.m. Carlos Montelaro +/Kathryn Montelaro, SI 

Sun. 12/27 08:30 a.m. Alvarez Family,  SI 

    10:30 a.m. For the People 

    11:00 a.m. Richard Skove  + 

    01:00 p.m. Esequiel Ornelas  + 

Baker, Bill E. Holden, Brian Nielson, Crystal 

Beans, Joseph Holden, Shannon Nielson, James 

Beaudoin, Bruce Krantz, Family Pepper, Evelyn 

Brown, Sally Mantoani, Tim Perreira, Joyce 

Brussin, Dolores Marks Family Rathbun, Joseph 

Chambers, Russ Messer-Dametz , Nicole  Sampson, Edward 

Ferreri, Sharon Morris, John Schuner, Roxanne 

Ferris, Dorothy Nielson, Cliff & Millie Smith, Jean 

 Nielson, Clifford Paul  

Reconciliation allows us to put God in the center of our 

lives. Attending an Advent Penance Service helps us pre-

pare our hearts for the coming of the Christ Child. 

 

Sacred Heart Anderson Monday, December 21 at 7:00PM 

 

Offertory OLM MQP Total 

12/13/15 8,574  266  8,840  

YTD 180,978  14,009  194,986  

Budget 190,196  14,322  204,519  

Difference (9,219) (314) (9,532) 

Mon 
SG 2:8-14; Zep. 3:14-

18A;     Luke 1:39-45 
Fri 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Heb. 1:1-

6 
  

Tue 
1 Sam 1:24-28; Luke 

1:46-56 
Sat 

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; 

Matt. 10:17-22 
  

Wed 
Mal. 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 

1:57-66 
Sun 

Sir. 3:2-6, 12-14; Col. 

3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52 
  

Thr 
2 Sam 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 

16; Luke 1:67-79 
      

 

 

 

 

Our psalm refrain can be our prayer today: “Lord, make us 

turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.” As 

we hear God’s holy word today, let us indeed turn to the 

Lord and see our loving God’s face in the small town of 

Bethlehem, in young Mary and her cousin Elizabeth, and in 

all those whose lives intersect with ours every day. 
  

For Children: How does the Blessed Virgin Mary help 

you to follow Jesus? 

 

For Youth: When have you exper ienced the presence of 

the Holy Spirit? 

 

For Adults: What role does Mary play in your  own 

spirituality? If you were Elizabeth, how would you greet her 

at your doorway, if she were to arrive there? 

Liturgy of the Word 
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RCIA @ OLM meets and has discussions all year long.  
People who participate come to either: get information over 
a period of time with no commitment, or because they are 
interested in becoming a Catholic and receiving the Sacra-
ments, or because they have received most or all of the Sac-
raments and want to reacquaint themselves with the Church 
teachings.  Participants may enter the process at any time.  
All are welcome! Contact Charlene at 530-347-2260 or 
cymru@att.net .  

 

High School & Middle School students are invited to Youth Minis-
try tonight the 4th Sunday of Advent from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Par-
ish Hall Upper Room. We will have snacks, prepare games for 
Christmas Around the World Children's Games, Pre-Christmas 
games, singing and socialize. Please bring a canned food to fill 
Christmas baskets for those with less.  Save the Date: Jan 3, 2016 
6:00-7:30 pm Resolutions. 

 

 

 

Our youth are invited to participate in the 
following activities: Pack Christmas Boxes for 
the Western Service Workers Association on 
Tues, 12/22 from 10am-1:30 pm at First Church 
of the Nazarene, 2225 Bechelli Lane. Lunch 
provided 
Bake Cookies for elderly on  Thur. 12/24  9am-
1pm at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 3141 St. Ste-

phens Drive, Anderson 
Host Children's Games for Christmas Around the World, Sun, 
12/27 from 3-6 pm in the Parish Hall. 

On this fourth week of Advent, most of us are busy 

preparing for a joyful Christmas celebration with 

family and friends. Our Church through Scripture 

however, reminds and encourages us to make room 

for Christ our Savior by preparing spiritually and 

prayerfully. 
 

Below, please find the Mass schedule for Christ-

mas and New Year’s Day. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASSES 

4:00pm—Mary, Queen of Peace, Shingletown 

5:00pm—Our Lady of Mercy, Children’s Mass with the 

Blessing of Crèche (no incense) 

12:00 midnight—Our Lady of Mercy 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 

10:00am—Our Lady of Mercy 

12:00pm—(Spanish) Our Lady of Mercy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YEAR VIGIL MASSES 

4:00PM—Mary, Queen of Peace, Shingletown 

5:00PM—Our Lady of Mercy 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS 

10:00am  - Our Lady of Mercy 
 

 

When does the Christmas Season start and end? 

Christmas begins on December 24th and ends on January 

11th. Until Christmas Eve, we invite you to say Happy Ad-

vent and after Christmas Day, Merry Christmas!  
 

May the love and peace of Christ find a home in 

your hearts and in your families! 

 

Classes resume on January 6th for those 

attending on Wednesday evening, and Janu-

ary 10th for those attending on Sunday 

morning.  

Christmas blessings of love, peace and 

Joy to you and your family!! 

We would welcome and appreciate any donations 
of flowers (in particular, POINSETTIAS) for the 
Sanctuary for the Christmas Masses and season. If 
you wish to do so, the Poinsettias can de dropped 
off at the church or the parish office.  Thank you !

Children’s Faith Formation 

Merry and bright  

 

Please be advised that we will NOT be a offering a Baptis-
mal preparation class the first Tuesday in January 2016. 

You may call the parish office if you are interested in sched-

uling another day in January, or attend the regularly sched-

uled class in February.  



 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish’s Annual 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Feast of the Holy Family 
 

 
Parish Hall: Sunday, December 27, 2015, 3 to 6pm 

Join us for our annual  
Christmas Around the World Potluck 

And bring your families traditional Christmas Dish.  
Please call 222-8349 and let us know that you will be participation 

and what dish you will be bringing.  



 World Marriage Day – Renewal of Vows: On Saturday, Febru-

ary 13, 2016 Bishop Myron Cotta will preside at a special 11:00 am 

Mass at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in which married 

couples may renew their wedding vows. An informal reception for 

couples and their families will follow. Special certificates will be 

given to couples celebrating milestone anniversaries (10, 25, 30, 35, 

40, 45, 50, 50+). If you are interested in attending this free event, 

please register (names and anniversary year) at 

www.SacWMD.com. For more information call the Dept. of Evan-

gelization & Catechesis at (916) 733-0123. 

 

Workshop on Post Abortion Syndrome: On January 30, 2016 Dr. 

Theresa Burke, internationally known founder of Rachel’s Minis-

tries, will give an 8:00am–5:00pm workshop on Post Abortion Syn-

drome at St. Theresa of Avila Church in Auburn, CA. $40 cost in-

cludes breakfast and lunch. For more information go to http://

scddec.org/post-abortion-care or contact Dr. Monica Durant at 925-

262-3294, ruizdurant@aol.com 

 

Choose Life on a Bus: Join youth from around the diocese for a 

day of prayer and formation on Saturday, January 23, 2016 as we 

head to Walk for Life in San Francisco. Buses will depart from the 

Pastoral Center at 8:30am. Each bus will have a speaker to lead a 

short formation session and half way to San Francisco the speakers 

will switch buses so all teens hear the message from all the speakers. 

After the Walk for Life we will head to Pier 39 for shopping and 

dinner before heading back to Sacramento. The cost for the trip will 

be $25 per person and space is limited, so register your group as soon 

as possible. All teens must be accompanied by a chaperone (1 chap-

erone for up to 8 teens). Register today at http://bit.ly/chooselifebus 

or contact Jennifer Campbell at jcampbell@scd.org. 

 

Theology online – STEP: The online course “Introduction to the 

Catholic Faith”, offers an introduction to the basics of our Catholic 

faith and theology, and covers these main areas: Faith Development, 

Scripture, Liturgy, Sacraments, Doctrine, Ecclesiology, and Morality. 

This course covers part of the requirements for Catechist Basic Certi-

fication or Lay Minister, which would also require attending a live 

class and a retreat. In addition the Notre Dame University has many 

other courses for continuous training. For more information and reg-

istration: http://step.nd.edu or contact Kevin Staszkow kstasz-

kow@scd.org (916) 733-0152 

 

Sacramento Catholic Forum: Sacramento Catholic Forum 

presents Fr. Ken Laverone, Pastor, Saint Francis Parish and 

co-postulator for the canonization of Fr. Junipero Serra. 

Ken’s presentation promises to offer fascinating insights 

into St. Serra, the canonization process, the Spanish 

colonial period and the Pope’s visit. When: Thursday, 

January 21, 2016, check in 11:30 am, lunch at noon. 

Where: Red Lion Hotel Woodlake Conference Center, 500 

Leisure Lane, Sacramento. Cost: $30 in advance or $40.00 

at the door. For further information and reservations: 

www.saccatholicforum.org 

 

diocesan news Knights of Columbus 

DINNER FOR THE NEEDY 
The Redding Knights will have their Annual Christmas 

Dinner for the needy and anyone who has no place to go for 

Christmas. We need volunteers to help serve or clean up. 

We also need desserts, which may be delivered on 

Christmas Day before 11:00 a.m. Financial donations will 

also be gladly accepted. Socks for all ages are needed, adult 

athletic socks are especially needed. Please drop off socks at 

St. Joseph Church Office. For info., call Glenn 246-7254. 

Catholics returning home 

St. Joseph Church in Redding will offer Catholics Returning 

Home classes for all baptized Catholics who have been away 

from the Church. Classes begin Tuesday, January 6th and 

continue through February 9th. All classes are held in their 

meeting room next to the rear parking lot. For more 

information, please call 243-3463.  

Retreat opportunities  

MEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT 
FEBRUARY 19-21, 2016 

Come, rest and experience a weekend retreat at  

Christ the King Passionist  Retreat Center 
The beautiful grounds  will  help you experience 

peace and tranquility as you leave your worries to 

truly encounter the Lord. 

For information call Allan Richardson 241-9006. 

 

THIS WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT GIFT! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT!! 

Ireland: Father  Michael Canny is planning a CIE tour  of 
Ireland in June of 2017 in celebration of his 40 years of Or-
dination in the Priesthood. He would like to formulate a list 
of people interested in going on a 13-day St. Patrick's Trail 
for approximately $2900 each, excluding airfare (see web-
site CIE Ireland Tours, escorted, over 10 days for itinerary, 
accommodations, meals, etc.) This is a "first come-first 
served" list. Please call Kathleen, St. Anthony's parish secre-
tary at 926-4477 as soon as possible to be put on this list and 
to answer any questions that you may have. Passports must 
be up- to- date: valid 6 months before & after June 2017. 

 

If you are interested in making an end-of-the-year gift to our parish 
and/or wish to have a summary of your contributions, please call the 
office at 222-3424 on or before Tuesday, December 29th.  

 

 

 

http://www.saccatholicforum.org


 

 

The Jubilee Year is an oppor-

tunity for every Catholic in 

our Diocese to receive the 

Mercy of God in a special 

way and then to be “Merciful 

like the Father.” (Lk. 6:36)  

 
As you know, Our Lady of 

Mercy has been chosen as 

one of eight parishes in the 

Diocese to be a “Pilgrim Church” for the Year of Mercy.  As 

such, the Church will be open everyday. Please call the of-

fice, if you are able to volunteer to welcome Pilgrims. We 

have several available time slots yet to be filled.  

Merciful like the father 

Heartfelt gratitude 

CHRISTMAS GRREETINGS FROM MEMBERS OF                                      

ST. VICENT de PAUL 

During the hustle and bustle of this season we’d like to ex-

tend our most heartfelt gratitude to the members of our par-

ish who so generously give of their time, talent and treasure 

to help us in the Corporal Works of Mercy.  

Just this past November we fielded 131 calls, referring 80 to 

other agencies, financially assisting 26 families with utility 

bills, feeding close to 100 people and helping with 3 Sacra-

ments. None of this would be possible without your support.  

Wishing you all a very Happy Advent, a very Merry Christmas 

and all the Best in 2016!  

 
Pastoral Ministry 
Fr. Mario Valmorida, ext 120  
email: fr.mario@olmredding.net 
 
Fr. Guillermos (Memo) Ramirez, ext 110  
email: fr.memo@olmredding.net 
 
Liturgy/Caring Connection  
Deacon Ray Hemenway 
email: deacon.ray@olmredding.net 
 
Year of Mercy 
Deacon Raymond Arnold 
email:deacon.raymond@olmredding.net 
 
Sick & Homebound 
Damien and Judy Franco  
email: jdfranco@ charter.net  
 
Sacristan 
 
Music: 
Celeste Feser: cfeser51@yahoo.com 
 

 

Faith Formation-Sacrament Preparation  
 
Charlene Koenig ext.131 
email:charlene.koenig@olmredding.net  
 
 
Janan Light ext 150 

   
e-mail: janan.light@olmredding.net 
 
Joanna Roberts ext. 151 

  
e-mail: joanna.roberts@olmredding.net 
 

 
Administration and Parish Leadership 
Karen Heile  ext. 140 
Secretary/Finance Manager 
e-mail: karen.heile@olmredding.net 
 
Greg Unger ext. 141 
Business Manager  
e-mail: greg.unger@olmredding.net 
 
Peggy DiNardo,  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council  
e-mail: pdinardo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Charles Ruloph, 
Chair  - MQP Advisory Council 
e-mail: hotandcoldguy@frontiernet.net 
 
Skip Kovacik,  
Chair – Parish Finance Council  
e-mail: skipkov@yahoo.com 

Parish Ministries 

 

 






