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Welcome
Aspiring Scholars exists to offer families the option for their children 
to experience the high-quality academic and spiritual opportunities 
provided by Louisiana Catholic schools.  Working together with State 
of Louisiana taxpayers, Aspiring Scholars desires to make Catholic 
Education affordable for every Louisiana child.

We also believe the way in which we do this work is as important as 
the outcomes.  This includes raising awareness of this opportunity in 
an authentic, transparent, and effective manner.

How we present this opportunity - in ways that are uplifting, 
engaging, and easy to share - matters.

The purpose of this brand guide will help Aspiring Scholars 
communicate to donors, families, and schools with consistency and 
bring our work to new eyes, new ears, and new hearts.



Our vision
is to make Catholic Education 
accessible to all who seek it.

Our mission
Through strong school and 
donor partnerships, we 
empower Louisiana families 
to access high quality 
Catholic education.



Our Colors

Aspiring Scholars Navy Blue

Print: C 100   M 44   Y 0   K 52
Web:  R 0   G 69   B 123
Hex:  #00457b
Pantone 295C

Aspiring Scholars Gold

Print: C 0   M 14   Y 48   K 23
Web:  R 197   G 169   B 103
Hex:  #c5a967
Pantone 446C

The Aspiring Scholars branded navy blue reflects the blue of the State of Louisiana flag.  
The branded gold reflects our distinct connection to Christ through our support of Catholic 
Education.

Our Typography
The Aspiring Scholars logo was created with Times 
New Roman.  As such, it should be the primary serif 
font used and is particularly effective in body text.

Myriad Pro should be the primary sans serif font 
used.  The Myriad Pro font family has many variations 
(bold, condensed, black, light, etc.) that make it 
a particularly versatile font.  Sans serif fonts are 
effective for headlines and small amounts of body 
text.

Script fonts should be used very sparingly.  Our 
preferred script font is Zapfino which pairs well both 
with Times New Roman and Myriad Pro.

Additional accent fonts may be used for branding of 
a particular element of Aspiring Scholars, such as an 
event or fundraiser.  This should be done sparingly 
and with great intention as to not diminish the 
Aspiring Scholars brand.

Times New Roman Regular
Times New Roman Italic
Times New Roman Bold
Times New Roman Bold Italic

Myriad Pro Regular
Myriad Pro Condensed
Myriad Pro Light
Myriad Pro Black
Myriad Pro SemiExtended
*many other variations available

Zapfino Forte LT Pro 
Zapfino Extra LT Pro
Zapfino Extra LT One
Zapfino Extra LT  Two



Our Logo
The Aspiring Scholars logo 
represents the aspects which make our 
organization unique:

• Our focus as an official Tax Scholarship 
Organization in Louisiana is serving 
students who are seeking Catholic 
Education at one of Louisiana’s Catholic 
schools.

• We are Louisiana-based and serve only 
Louisiana students

Our logo represents more than just how our name is written.  Wherever 
it appears - whether in conjunction with a Louisiana school promotional 
piece, online, apparel, print materials - it is a symbol for our mission of 
giving children in need the option of Catholic Education.  Consistent, 
accurate use of the logo and its designated variations will allow us to spread 
the word about how Louisiana taxpayers can donate to help children in need.  
The guidelines below will help you use the Aspiring Scholars logo with care.

The Aspiring Scholars logo is made up of the 
main image (book, cross, state outline, and 
window framing) and our name.  The text font 
is in Times New Roman, which makes it easy 
to match in publications.  

While it is preferred that the standard 
horizontal or vertical full-color logos are 
utilized where possible, there are a handful of 
possible variations that are shown on the next 
page.  The main image can be used as a stand 
alone, but the name image should never be 
used without the logo.

Logo elements 
and versions Primary vertical logo:

Primary horizontal logo:



Approved Variations

One color gold: One color navy: One color black:

All white*:

While variations below are shown in the vertical logo, all approved 
variations are also accepted for the horizontal logo.

Using the logo image without the name 
should be used sparingly and with 
intention.  A stand alone image MUST 
be accompanied by text which allows the 
reader to easily identify that the logo is 
connected with Aspiring Scholars.  

Stand alone logo use is allowed in the 
following circumstances:
• As a “watermark” where the Aspiring 

Scholars name is listed elsewhere.
• As a thematic piece (such as on the 

Grayscale:

footer of a page) 
where the program 
name is easily 
identified.

If you are concerned 
about using the logo in this way, please 
ask before finalizing a design.  Aspiring 
Scholars reserves the right to decline use 
of the logo in this way - before or after 
printing - if the use is not deemed to be in 
line with branding goals.

Stand-Alone Logo Use

*The all white variation can 
be used on any background 
that allows the logo to be 
clearly read.  Avoid placing 
on light colored backgrounds, 
such as yellow or light gray.  



Things to Avoid
Don’t use the logo version of the name by 
itself - use the image with the name.

Don’t change the font.

Don’t change the colors outside of the 
approved variations.

Don’t alter or add text.

**See page on co-branding for how to visually represent  
your organization’s association with Aspiring Scholars.

X

ASPIRING
SCHOLARS

X

X

Don’t stretch.

Don’t crop.

Don’t rotate.

Don’t create a pattern.

AT ST. LUKE’S SCHOOL

X

X

X

X



Co-Branding
Aspiring Scholars serves families in need 
in Louisiana by providing scholarships 
to Catholic schools in the state.  As such, 
there will be many times at a school or other 
community partner will desire to co-brand 
materials to promote Aspiring Scholars and 
the work they do through Catholic Schools. 

“Mixing” two brands can be challenging, 
but effective communication about the 
connection between two organizations is 
crucial to the success of our mission.

Aspiring Scholars & 
Catholic Schools/Parish
A Catholic school or parish promoting 
Aspiring Scholars in its community has the 
benefit of bringing in additional student 
scholarship monies to local schools.  It is not 
only allowed but encouraged for Catholic 
schools and parishes to promote Aspiring 
Scholars to families, local businesses, and the 
greater community to increase scholarship 
funding for their school. 

Aspiring Scholars provides many resources for 
schools or parishes to drop in their own logo 
and disperse to their chosen audience.  We 
encourage these materials to be personalized 
so that readers understand that the school/parish 
has an association with Aspiring Scholars.  Often 
this will look like the two logos side by side: 

In writing, it could look something like:
“The Academy of the Sacred Heart, 
in association with Aspiring Scholars, 
encourages you to direct your State of 
Louisiana tax liability to our school and 
receive a 95% tax credit on your gift.”

Or, 
“St. John’s seeks your support of student 
scholarships for our school by taking 
advantage of the 95% tax credit available 
when you direct your State of Louisiana 
tax liability through Aspiring Scholars.”

Aspiring Scholars & 
Local Businesses
Local businesses are great community 
builders.  Through partnership with 
Aspiring Scholars, local businesses have the 
opportunity to not only direct their state tax 
liability to Aspiring Scholars, but also promote 
this opportunity to their customers and local 
community.  

To accomplish this goal, Aspiring Scholars 
provides resources that allow businesses to 
promote this tax opportunity for the benefit of 
local schools.  In order to protect the integrity 
of the Aspiring Scholars organization and 
brand, all businesses (not including Catholic 
parishes and schools) are required to receive 
approval from Aspiring Scholars before 
publicly promoting co-branded materials.  
Assets will be made available by Aspiring 
Scholars to businesses after approval.  
Aspiring Scholars reserves the right to deny 
use of promotional materials for any reason.



Our Language
Every written word is rich with meaning.  The language we use is crucial to not only our goals 
but the message of hope that we hope to share with all families and children in need.  We must 
always use repectful, clear, thoughtful, and precise language when we talk about our program 
and those who benefit from it.  Some examples:

• Family/families (instead of parents): to be more inclusive of the many ways in which 
children are brought up in our community.

• Families/Children in need:  Use “people first” mentality, not equating the entire 
person to their state in life.  Avoid using phrases like “disadvantaged children” or “poor 
families.”

• Student with a special needs designation:  Use the proper terminology when speaking 
about students who are in a special needs program.  Do not use phrases like “SPED” or 
“mentally handicapped.”

• Option:  Aspiring Scholars offers families an option to choose where their child goes to 
school.  We want to give families a choice, but are never pushing an agenda.

• Catholic Education:  We offer more than just tuition to a school.  This program offers 
high-quality academic and spiritual opportunities, where both are equally important in 
the lives of our scholars

• Donors:  Those who direct their tax liability to Aspiring Scholars are making a 
philanthropic gift to benefit Louisiana children. We talk about the people and businesses 
who make gifts; we do not equate the gift to the giver in and of itself.

Values of Catholic Education
Included below are values and traits representing Catholic Education in Louisiana:

• Seek to educate the whole child by providing excellent education rooted in Gospel 
values High-quality education

• Educating the whole child:  spiritually, academically, morally
• Instilling the importance of leading a values-based, spiritually strong life
• Schools work in collaboration with parents and guardians as the primary educators of 

their children
• Academic and spiritual opportunities
• Educating for a strong moral compass
• Instructing in how to live as disciples of Christ
• Evangelize, catechize, and educate in a caring, efficient, and collaborative manner
• Foster Catholic identity through the Gospel teachings of Christ
• Christ’s presence permeates every aspect of education and faith formation
• Schools are a model of a strong faith community
• Sharing the riches of our Catholic faith with our children



Our Photography
Earnest, beautiful photography is central to how Aspiring Scholars communicates.  Images 
tell a story of our mission, whether that be students participating in extracurriculars, teachers 
mentoring students in class, or families participating in the life of the school community.  
Though images will come from schools across the state, our photography must have one thing 
in common:  joy brought through life in Christ.

Our mission is filled with hope and possibility.  That’s what we seek to communicate through 
our photographs.  Due to the diversity of schools we serve, each image may not have the exact 
same photographic style as the next.  Regardless, all images should always portray people with 
great respect and seek to share the joy of their experience of Catholic education in Louisiana.  



If you have questions about how to 
implement branding in this guide, please 

contact us.



“A Catholic education should be accessible to all families who want it for their children.”
Dr. RaeNell Houston

Aspiring Scholars Board Member  & Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of New Orleans

Aspiring to make Catholic Education accessible to all who seek it

7887 Walmsley Ave  |  New Orleans, LA 70125  |  504.513.4140
info@aspiringscholarsla.org  |  www.aspiringscholarsla.org


