
 
 

St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

 824 Pershing Drive, Silver Spring, MD 

January 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
         

AGENDA 

St. Michael’s Mission: 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Michael the Archangel Church brings the parish and the community closer 

to the Lord through worship, love and stewardship so that all may be one in Christ. 

 
St. Michael’s Vision: 
A dynamic community of faith, celebrating our growing diversity as a beacon of the new evangelization. 

 

Present: Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino, Rev. Jose Rodriguez, Lisa Taylor, Eliamelisa Gonzalez, Edwin 

Mendez, Rene Holder, Cristina Sian, Anna Smith, John Webster, Cynthia Lewis, Esnath Mtonga, Helder 

Hernandez. 

Absent: Deacon Curtis Rodney, Dhel Freolo, Maricela Tobar. 

 

I. Call to Order       Lisa Taylor 7:08 p.m. 

II. Opening Prayer/Reflection     Msgr. Tolentino 

Reflect on the Epiphany. Every time we gather to pray, Christ manifests to us as light. He 

is both light to us, and through us he is light to the world. Monsignor’s expectation for 

the year 2021 is: There are many people who are drawn to the light, and many carry the 

light, but as many as we are that are attractive to the light, there is this tremendous 

necessity to be light to others. Monsignor needs support throughout this month when the 

pandemic continues. This is not the time for the church to be shut down. Everyone taking 

a close look at our vitalities and principles of social justice. Talking to all ministries, talk 

to them to see what would they like to see us doing. As we saw it in the Epiphany 

celebration is that we see the face of God in one another. Let’s just don’t spend our time 

sitting in our offices, but get closer to our parishioners. 

 

III. Approval of the November Minutes   Lisa Taylor 

First: John Webster 

Seconded: Eliamelisa 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda      Eliamelisa Gonzalez  

First: Anna Smith 

Second: Edwin Mendez 

 

V. COVID Policy/Practice Reviewed    Lisa Taylor 

a. Outreach Regarding Vaccines 



How are we doing? What can we improve? We have identified an issue that 

sending emails may not be the most efficient way to communicate with 

parishioners. Eliamelisa asks: What suggestions do we have? Maybe text 

messages. Cristina suggests that we have a drop box for parishioners to give 

suggestions. John Websters says we do have electronic drop box. There is a 

discussion forum. Any parishioner can login in anything that we post in the 

website. Cynthia suggests to send a communication with the various ways. 

Cristina suggests a bulletin board in the vestibule. 

 

Monsignor says that all of the things we have suggested are the things that are 

going on already. Everyone who comes into the building knows that. We may 

communicate that Monsignor had COVID-19 in December but good news is that 

we were very fortunate that no one else got infected, which is a sign that we have 

been following the guidelines. Helder mentions that pulpit announcements helps. 

 

Some people asks why we don’t disinfect the pews. Repose we can give is to 

remember that Covid-19 is transmitted mostly through the air. 

 

Lisa thanks everyone who supported Monsignor Tolentino and Father Jose. 

Monsignor and Father Jose thanks everyone for their support. 

 

Lisa mentions to motivate people to get the vaccine. 

 

 

VI. Mass Attendance      Lisa Taylor 

Mass attendance is declining. To that end, we need to do something. Monsignor says to 

keep in mind that we still are not obliged to attend mass. Deacon Ealey sent a document 

that shows that numbers are decreasing. 

 

a. Outreach to Parishioners 

1. Council Assignments 

We need to have a recommendation for people to make phone calls. 

Cynthia offers Sodalists to make phone calls… John Websters offers 

Marriage Ministry and Communications Committee. Make phone calls but 

February PC meeting. 

 

2. Script for Phone Calls 

Lisa will speak with Cindy to find out if there is a updated list of 

parishioners. By Friday, we will receive any updates.  

 

Rene gave the idea about the script and he thought that the phone calls 

were about asking money, but now he sees there is no problem. When we 

had this idea originally, we should have a second part.  

 

Another idea given is to have other people make phone calls to 

parishioners as well. This way we will have some sense of community. 

Esnath suggests to involve other parishioners in making phone calls. For 

this suggestion, some members expressed there are confidentiality issues. 

  

Monsignors says that the point of the phone calls is that parishioners feel 

the need to feel community. Monsignor mentions Cardinal Gregory, where 



he said how important a community is to a family, and to anyone. This is 

what it is all about. The question then is? How can we best do this? 

Monsignor does not think 12 people are only enough to make this phone 

calls. The point is that communicating with parishioners might not involve 

giving phone numbers to people to call them. Maybe have each 

community or ministry within the parish and ask them talk to one another. 

If for example, every scout, every Knights, every member of the choir, 

every member of each ministry contacts their members it would be great. 

Monsignor would love to see everyone living out this message to show 

that we care about them.  

 

Lisa, John Webster, Rene and Esnath to join a conversation to prepare this 

initiative. Lisa will send out an email to find out a time about this 

conversation. Monsignor suggests to wait to hear from all PC members. 

Monsignor suggest Helder should join this conversation as well, and 

Eliamelisa. 

 

3. Resources for Parishioners 

 

 

 

4. Additional Script Suggestions  

 

VII. Finance Council Report     John Webster 

a. Direct Mail Campaign for Advent 2021 

The total income for November is $60,224.00 

Expenses $74,864.00 

Deficit: $14,620.00 

 

Lisa asks for any recommendations? 

 

John Websters: Offertory goes with Mass attendance. What do we do when the 

restrictions for public mass are lifted, find out how to rebuild the mass attendance. 

 

John Webster sent Lisa the past 5 years date for mass attendance. It is below: 

2016 ~ 7,613 parishioners  

  2017 ~ 6,765 parishioners 

  2018 ~ 5,687 parishioners 

  2019 ~ 5,648 parishioners 

  2020 ~ 1,417 parishioners 

 

  Monsignor says the parish should be ready to go out two by two. 

   

John Websters suggests what it would look like to send a direct mail campaign to 

see how many houses would there within the 2 miles radius of our parish so 

people can join us for Advent 2021. 

 

Next door is another option…Next door is an online neighborhood listing. People 

have their own account for this. 

  



Rene comments that this mass attendance problem is a church problem in general. 

Is there a way to re-invent the wheel? John Webster says there is an 

evangelization committee at an archdiocesan level. They have an idea of inviting 

4 people into your world and this way evangelize them. Monsignor says when it 

comes to evangelization, he would ask us to take this time and see how are we 

going to do it. Monsignor asks John about the direct mail campaign. Can we make 

sure what the response of the PC members are? John Websters said to bring this 

to communications committee. 

 

Monsignor suggest for next agenda item, have 7 principles conversation for next 

month.  Meanwhile, he asks every member t know what our particular area is? 

Keep your particular one in mind. Make phone calls and add principles to the 

phone calls. Also, each member to ask: Is there anything we need to be preparing 

now when church opens? Lisa says that as a group, we need to continue with this. 

 

 

VIII. Hispanic Committee Report    Helder Hernandez 

 

December we had a number of activities plans but they were postponed due to Covid-19 

at our parish. 

 

Helder has been in touch with Ashley from USCCB in reference to the Immigration 

Workshop. Immigration Forum in Spanish and English. May 15.  

 

We are hoping to have a virtual seven principles workshop in Spanish in February. 

Helder has seen Hispanic community members progress in learning about the seven 

principles. 

 

Mass attendance: Ushers have been very helpful in following guidelines. 

 

Lastly, the Hispanic Ministry gave a donation of  $5,065.00 for the Parish Pew 

Restoration Campaign. 

Charismatic Prayer Group donated $4,030.00 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion donated $570 

Ushers donated $160 

Lectors donated $165 

JUAC donated $140 

Total: $5,065.00  
 

IX. 7 Principles Service       Lisa Taylor  

 

Lisa will send spreadsheet about this. 

Monsignor would like to comment about social outreach. There are so many people in 

need of outreach. Nobody knows the social outreach done. See what is been done and we 

can go from here. Of all of the things the parish is involved, social outreach is desperately 

needed. We need to gather funds, and publicize it. Is there something that we can do?  

Food Collection – Lisa and Monsignor asks Anna to meet about this request. 

General issues… Sodality is also helping Jason’s program.  

 

Is there anyone else in need of assistance? We can identify parishioners. Ann and Sharon 

Knight are parishioners that we can help in this time. 



 

Monsignor asks to communicate if someone is experiencing problems, or is ill, please let 

us know…  

 

Lisa will write something for Parish Times about Monsignor Tolentino. 

 

Monsignor: Please announce Extraordinary Results in Ordinary Time… Fitness and 

Coaching Ministries by Doug Lawrence. 

 

a. Life and Dignity of the Human Person (Lisa Taylor) 

1. Killing in Our Name: Federal Executions and Pro-Life Witness 

(Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life) - January 8, 

2021 at 12:30 pm.  Sign up here: Killing in Our Name: Federal 

Executions and Pro-life Witness (georgetown.edu) 

 

b. Call to Family, Community and Participation (Edwin Mendez) 

1. Youth Ministry – No meetings held since onset of Pandemic. 

Education Committee Proposal. 

 

c. Rights and Responsibilities (Marisela Tobar) 

 

1. Workshop on Immigration on November 21, 2020 from   

10 am – 12 pm 

 

d. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable (Anna Smith) 

 

1. Catholic Charities’ Coat drive & Gift Card Distribution   

 

e. Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers (John Webster) 

 

f. Solidarity (Cristina Sian) 

 

g. Care for God’s Creation (Vacant) 

 

January events happening in English and Spanish. 

 

1. St. Michael's focus group about Sacred Grounds: Caring for Creation 

Along Sligo Creek – December 21,2020 

 

X. Administrative Matters     Lisa Taylor 

 

a. Articles for the Parish Times – Deadline January 6 

 

b. Sodality Announcements –  

Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration 

Black Catholic History Month talk 

Novena dedicated to Mary, Mother of God 

Five Lection Divina groups 

Weekly prayer rosary 

Total consecration will happen in March 25.  

E-Rosary initiative by the Vatican 

https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/killing-in-our-name-federal-executions-and-pro-life-witness
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/killing-in-our-name-federal-executions-and-pro-life-witness


Liturgy of the Hours – Saturdays and Sundays at 6pm 

 

c. Upcoming Meeting Schedule 

1. February 1, 2021 

2. March 1, 2021 

3. April 5, 2021 

4. May 3, 2021 

5. June 7, 2021 

 

XI. Pending Business      Lisa Taylor/Parish Council 

 

a. Partnership Fund Application for compensation for damage to church property 

   

XII. New Business       Lisa Taylor  

 

 

XIII. Closing Prayer      Father Jose    

Next Meeting: February 1, 2020 

REMINDER –Parish Council members assigned to serve as liaison officers to Councils, Committees and 

Ministries are responsible for serving as ministry coordinators and for keeping the Parish Council 

informed of ministry activities and new information or challenges of which the Council should be aware 

through monthly reports submitted no later than one week in advance of a Council meeting. 


