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WELCOME FROM THE EDITOR! 
It’s Advent and as we are reminded, a new beginning. 
Advent is a time of waiting, 
preparing, and begging. Advent is a 
time for prayer. “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
As Msgr. Tolentino reminded us 
recently, “We are called to bring joy 
to others. ‘Joy must be shared.’”  
Are you sharing your joy? If not, let’s all start now as  
we prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO OUR fellow 
SODALISTS! 

    
October December 
Mary Ann Robertson - 10.1 Peggy Hannah – 12.1 
Elsie Pemberton – 10.21 Yvette Robinson – 12.8 
November Doreen Joseph – 12.9 
Jackie Stines – 11.10 Rolando Villas – 12.19 
Linda Jordan – 11.26  

 
 

Happy Wedding 
Anniversary to 

Cecilia Flores and 
Rolando Villars 

12.20 
 

  
Please keep the following Sodalists and 
friends in your prayers: 
*Msgr. Eddie Tolentino   *Deacon Ron Ealey 

*Deacon Curtis Rodney 
*Joyce Bridgewater   *Mary Jane Eldridge   *Ann Jackson 
*Sonia & Benny Melendez    *Jane Molloy   * Elena Morris 
*Elsie Pemberton and Family *Mrs. Regina Hagan, mother 
of Evelyn Cobblah   *Jackie Stines    *Barbara Rigsby 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PREFECT 
By Cynthia Lewis 
 

With Mary Star of the Sea – Where We Have Been 
and Looking Toward 2023 

ear Sodalists, may Mary’s powerful inter-
cession and her many graces accompany you 

always. Through the Sodality’s prayers, Our Lady has 
certainly led our body forward, building on the great 
works of the Past Prefects to whom I paid tribute in 
my first column in September. Seeking Mary’s 
leadership, we have traveled well since then with the 
adoption of the first-ever Sodality Bylaws, developed 
during the term of Immediate Past Prefect Ingrid 
Denis. As a result, the called-for Standing Committees 
have received their Chairs and members, except for 
Special Services (for pilgrimages). What a landmark 
moment!  I thank each of you for your “yes” to the 
roles I requested you take on, displaying the 
commitment of our loving and humble model Mary. 
Friends, let us accept Membership Committee Chair 
Yvette Robinson’s invitation to explore our God-given 
gifts and talents. At February’s General Body meeting, 
Yvette will again ask us to share a bit about the 
results of the spiritual inventory. Before then I’m 
asking you to have one meeting with your Band to 
share what you thought of your top gifts and talents 
as identified through the inventory. We’ll have an 
opportunity to further reflect on what we learned and 
get to know each other better. Knowing, or 
confirming, the Lord’s calling to us individually helps 
us put ourselves more at the disposal of God. We are 
the Body of Christ, and every part of the Body is 
important.   
 
The Liturgy of the Hours (LOH) is the prayer of the 
Church and is suggested by the Sodality Union as a 
facet of a Sodalist’s spiritual life. I’m looking forward  
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PREFECT 

Continued from page 1 
 
to us praying a brief form of the LOH together at each 
General Body February through April. This prayer is 
for everyone, not only for priests and religious. The 
LOH follows the liturgical year, with special prayers 
for the days dedicated to Saints who are our elder 
brothers and sisters in the faith. Please look at the 
seven-minute video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z3qhAd0K_I. 
Let’s become more familiar with this ancient prayer, 
or if you already know it, help others grow in 
knowledge. 
 
Finally, I ask you to pray for the formation of a Junior 
Sodality in our parish, hopefully by May 2023.  
Although this may seem new to some Sodalists, in 
fact it has been discussed for years. At a time when 
practicing Catholics are dwindling, I hope you’ll agree 
this is an excellent moment to make a difference in 
even one young person’s Catholic life. We have 
informally identified three young people (all male) 
thus far who are interested in learning more about a 
Junior Sodality. An important requirement is for 
Sodalists to take the Archdiocese’s Virtus training 
which is online. I have requested the Executive 
Council to review a written proposal from the Ad Hoc 
Junior Sodality Committee. We may be able to bring 
an approved version to you in the next two months. 
By the way, the Sodality Union also is making Junior 
Sodality a priority for the Archdiocese. 
 
Let us persevere in imitating Our Blessed Mother 
Mary. 

Mary Star of the Sea, lead us! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharon MAJAROWITZ – A 
SODALIST FROM CHILDHOOD 
By Joyce Sterling    
 

 had the pleasure of speaking with our Sodalist, 
Sharon Majarowitz recently. She shared with me 

that she had been a Sodalist in high school in New 
Jersey. She was also a member of the Sodality while in 
Nursing School. Sodalist Majarowitz earned both a 
bachelor’s degree and two master’s degrees in 
Nursing and enjoyed a wonderful Nursing career for 
many years. About five years ago, Sharon moved to 
Maryland and joined the St. Michael the Archangel 
parish. Sodalist Linda Jordan encouraged Sharon to 
join the St. Michael the Archangel Sodality. 
 
For Sharon, the idea of belonging to Sodality is 
twofold. She believes that the Sodality offers its 
members ways to become closer to Jesus through 
Mary by increasing our prayer life. The Sodality also 
promotes a spirit of collegiality among members of 
the Catholic faith. This association with other 
Catholics is another way to bring us closer to Jesus 
and Mary. The Sodality has put Sharon in contact with 
Catholic friends. It has also given Sharon an 
opportunity to dig deeper into her faith through the 
recitation of the Rosary, Total Consecration to Jesus 
through Mary, and devotions to St. Joseph. Sodalist 
Majarowitz is particularly devoted to St. Joseph.  
Sodalist Majarowitz told me that she is honored to be 
a member of St. Michael’s Sodality, and she is so very 
happy that she joined St. Michael the Archangel 
parish.  
 
Sharon currently serves as the President of the 
Seabury Community Life Organization. She is very 
active in this organization which governs her 
residence and active in the Sodality through Zoom. 
We are honored to have Sharon among us.        
 
 
 

ÌÌ 
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Tea With Mary Under the 
Tent – Our Blessed 
Mother Gathers Her 
Children 
By Prefect Cynthia Lewis 
 

or the first time since the pandemic on Sunday, 
October 9, 2022, St. Michael the Archangel 

Sodality hosted our “Tea with Mary Under the Tent.” 
This was one of its observances of October as the 
Month of the Holy Rosary. Set outdoors on the church 
plaza, the centerpiece of the affair was the Sodality’s 
image of Our Lady of Fatima with fresh flowers at her 
feet and an array of Rosary beads on display around 
her. Raised above Mary was the tent which seemed 
to express Our Blessed Mother gathering her children 
and her nearness to them. Talking one on one with 
fellow parishioners, the Sodalists were able to answer 
questions about the Rosary and encourage its prayer. 
Families with their young children and teenagers, as 
well as elders and visitors to the parish, were eager to 
know more about the beautiful sight that greeted 
them as they departed from the church.   
 
To promote prayer of the Holy Rosary, the Sodality 
distributed Rosaries in various colors and forms, 
pamphlets about Mary and how to pray the Rosary, 
and related materials about the Sodality’s mission. 
Sodalists offered coffee and light fare to take off the 
morning chill of the Fall day. What about the tea?  A 
surprise wrapped tea bag was enclosed with a Rosary 
in individual drawstring packets. One could go home 
and decide to meditate on the Glorious Mysteries 
while sipping a cup of tea.   
 
The Sodality also hosted a Rosary Crusade (see next 
page) during October with weekly prayer of the 
Rosary in the church. Some of those present 
commented that it was a moving experience to pray 
the Rosary audibly and together in the church.   
         
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
MEET OUR NEWEST 
SODALIST MARISA XAVIER 
By Yvette Robinson 
 

arisa Xavier was born in Trinidad-Tobago, the 
second oldest of twelve children. She 

attended Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, where 
she began to have a sincere devotion to the Blessed 
Mother.  
 
Marisa moved to the 
United States and settled 
in Maryland. She started 
attending St. Michael the 
Archangel Catholic 
Church in 1999. Marisa 
has a heart for service 
and is always ready to 
help wherever needed. 
At St. Michael’s parish, 
Marisa could be found 
stuffing inserts in the 
church bulletins and 
helping in the office. 
When the Caribbean 
community held their 
one-day retreats in the 
parish, Marisa would help Sister Joan, the event 
coordinator. She also volunteers at St. Camillus 
Catholic Church in Silver Spring, working in the 
sacristy to prepare for Mass and assisting with various 
parish events. 
 
Marisa is friends with fellow Trinidadian Sodalist 
Joyce Bridgewater. Mrs. Bridgewater encouraged 
Marisa to join Sodality because of her love for the 
Blessed Mother. After years of attending Sodality 
events and meetings, Marisa completed her 
orientation and became a Sodalist on Sunday, 
November 6, 2022. Asked why she decided to join the 
Sodality, Marisa's answer was simple. “I am a child of 
Mary.” 
  � �         
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Sodality’s October 
Rosary crusade— A Success 
By Virginia Montet 
 

n October 26th, more than fifty parishioners 
gathered in the church for the last day of our 

Rosary 
Crusade, 
an event 
launched 
by the 
Sodality to 
pray the 
most Holy 
Rosary together each Wednesday during the month 
of October in honor of Mary. 
 
Each of the first three Wednesdays was a bit different 
with the Rosary led by the Sodality, Legion of Mary, or 
by the Knights of Columbus. The last one culminated 
with a gathering led by the Hispanic community. We 
reunited around a magnificent and colorful statue of 
the Virgin Mary. We prayed and sang both in English 
and Spanish. There was music and translations 
available for hymns and prayers in Spanish and 
English. Among the diversity of cultures and 
languages, Our Lady and the Rosary knit everyone 
together in a single fabric of devotion, petition, and 
honor of Mary who requested the daily prayer of the 
Rosary – a request that endures today along with the 
many promises to those who heed the call. 
 
It was a warm and cheerful way to honor Mary and 
we were encouraged and proud to worship together. 

Photos taken by Edwin Mendez 

 
Highlights From 
Sodality Meetings 
By Joyce Sterling 

• Our Sodality is resuming First Saturday Devotion 
in the Church after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. All are 
welcome.   

• The Sodality prays the Rosary publicly in the 
Church before the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass and 
the Saturday 9:15 a.m. weekly Rosary continues.   
Dial:  605-562-0400; Access code: 194-1905. 

• Liturgy of the Hours Evening Prayer is held on 
Saturdays and Sundays at 5:00 p.m. All are 
welcome to join the Sodalists in prayer.              
Dial:  605-562-0400; Access code: 194-1905. 

• Cheryl Chesser, Apostolic Life Committee Chair, is 
accepting donations of non-perishable food items 
for Christmas boxes for parish families. Please 
place your donations in the box labeled “Sodality” 
in the vestibule of the Church near the Gabriel 
Project crib. Please contact Cheryl with questions 
at Cchesser2003@yahoo.com. 

• Sodalists are also encouraged to participate in the 
monthly donations of nonperishable food for 
Montgomery County Catholic Charities during the 
last weekend of the month. Please deposit your 
contributions in the boxes in the vestibule and 
side door of the Church. 

• Spiritual Life Committee Chair, Vera Joseph, 
invited Deacon Ealey to share beneficial remarks 
and resources on the season of Advent at the 
December meeting.   

• Sodalists prayed the Immaculate Conception 
Novena together on the final day, Wednesday, 
December 7th, at 7:00 p.m. 

• Sodalists approved 2022 Christmas gifts to clergy, 
religious staff, and charities. 

• Save the dates Friday, March 10 through Sunday, 
March 12, 2022, for the Sodality Union March 
Retreat. 

• The ADW Sodality Union welcomed a new 
moderator—Father Andrew Wakefield. 
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