
 
 

St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Council Meeting 

 824 Pershing Drive, Silver Spring, MD 

November 7, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

St. Michael’s Mission: 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Michael the Archangel Church brings the parish and the community closer to the Lord 

through worship, love and stewardship so that all may be one in Christ. 

 
St. Michael’s Vision: 
A dynamic community of faith, celebrating our growing diversity as a beacon of the new evangelization. 

   

PRESENT: Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino, Rev. Carlos Gutierrez, Deacon Oscar Mendez, Lisa Taylor, Eliamelisa 

Gonzalez, Edwin Mendez, John Webster, Cristina Sian,, Cynthia Lewis, Lynne, Jim Budish, Tom Dawson, 

Lilian Juarez, Helder Hernandez, Brigit Rweikiza, Esnath Mtonga, Cindy Mendez, Rene Holder. 

 

Guest: John Firman.  

 

I. Call to Order       Lisa Taylor 7:07 p.m. 

II. Opening Prayer/Reflection      Msgr. Tolentino 

Look at today’s reading. 

 

Faith of God’s chosen one 

Recognition of religious truth 

Hope in eternal life 

 

Things that cause sins 

Woe to the one to whom they occur 

Increase our faith 

 

Purpuse of all councils, and ministries – to keep your fingers on the pulse of the parish. Monsignor 

asked members to remain beyond their term. This year we have new members. Monsignor feels like if 

we are only marching in one place. We should be more aggressive on our movement. Paul has been so 

touched by his conversation that he sees himself as a slave. While a slave has no rights at all, we have 

been called children for God. Truth can only found in God, and if we follow God we will come to an 

awareness of the truth. In the Gospel we see that there are those things contrary to the Gospel and are 

always before us, and we need to be specially careful in our teaching of the faith that we not leave 

anyone astray. On many occasions, monsignor thinks that questions are more important than answers. 

We have then to remember the responsibility that we have.  

 



 

III. Approval of the October Minutes    Lisa Taylor 

First: Tom 

Second: Jim Budish 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda      Lisa Taylor 

First: Tom 

Second: Eliamelisa 

 

V. Future of the Catholic Church in America   Professor John Firman  

 27 year parishioner, but not very participatory. What he is proposing is: 

Bring together a group of parishioners and to have and discusson this topics. These issues are 

controversial and complex. John would be the moderator, and his opinions would not be on the table. 

John would like to hear about the letter he proposed. He started to write things that were troubling him, 

and he brought them to monsignor Tolentino. Idea would be that he would come in to church and invite 

people at mass announcements to see how many sign up.  

 

Tom Dowson asks: What would the purpose and desire outcome will be? Professor’s desired outcome is 

just to see how do people feel about this issues.  

 

Monsignor: Monsignor loves questions. Questions are more important than answers are. It is very 

important that we do not put anyone before God. Every single person has issues and they are the same 

around every single dining room table. We need to come to the realization that people do not talk about 

these topics. This should be an occasion to hear everyone. We are not authentic enough to be free 

enough about these things.  

 

 We should have this event bilingual.  

  

 Professor Firman’s email address: firman@american.edu 

 

   

VI. Thanksgiving Mass and Potluck    Lisa Taylor 

Thanksgiving Mass on Saturday before Thanksgiving.  

Saturday, November 19, 2022 – Christ the King celebration. 

Instead of having a Mass on Thanksgiving on Thursday, we will have it on Saturday. 

5:00 PM Mass.  

 

Clergy meeting – Celebrate Christ the King – follow by potluck.  

 

Edwin to send an email to everyone.  

 

VII. St. Michael’s Organizational Chart   Msgr. Tolentino 

a. Executive Committee for Parish Council – to be discussed at PC retreat. 

b. All parish council members need to select an area of the vitality to work on. 
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VIII. Parish Council Retreat     Tom Dawson  

 

a. Ad hoc committee: Tom Dawson, Maria Carmona, Fr. Carlos, Jim Budish, Eliamelisa Gonzalez 

 

Eliamelisa – Idea is to host this retreat at Parish Center. 

Retreat to last one and a half or 2 days in January 2023.  

Agenda would include: Morning prayer, discussions, and learning about the seven principles of 

catholic social teachings. Look over at St. Michael’s pastoral plan, and look at national synthesis 

of the synod.  

 

Can we find a facilitator? Can we ask Father Robert Boxie? 

 

9am to 5pm is a long day for Monsignor because of his health.  

 

We will be looking at the time soon.  

 

Proposed date: February 11.  

10am to 2pm in Williamsburg Room instead of parish center because parish center will be too 

cold. 

 

Lisa will send out a calendar invite.  

 

IX. Synodality Town Town Hall    Msgr. Tolentino/Lisa/Eliamelisa 

 

We will need a facilitator. 

Dr. Jeannine Marino?  

   

Translation equipment needs to be renovated so that when the time comes for the Town Hall 

meeting, we can have the translation system ready for use. 

 

  Should we loan equipment if translation system does not work? 

 

  Ad hoc committee: Edwin, Lisa, Tom Dawson, Helder to meet and follow up on this. 

 

X. Finance Council Report     John Webster 

 

Look at report that John sent for this. 

 

We sent letter for taking the next step, and we will be having the in pew process in a weekend in 

November. 

   

 

XI. Hispanic Committee Report    Helder Hernandez  

 

We will celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12 with a Mass 

in Spanish at 7:30 p.m. All are invited to attend.  

 

XII. Administrative Matters     Lisa Taylor 

 

a. Pictures/Bio for website – Need to provide: Edwin Mendez, Helder, Rene, Lilian, Cindy, 

Brigid. 

 



XIII. Pending Business      Lisa Taylor/Parish Council 

 

XIV. New Business       Lisa Taylor  

Cynthia thanks Helder and Edwin for encouraging Hispanic community to attend the rosary in October.  

Cristina invites everyone on November 20 a free health clinic.  

Write a message to the Sodalist in a newsletter – virtue of Mary.  

 

XV. Closing Prayer      Father Carlos   

  

Next Meeting: December , 2022 

REMINDER –Parish Council members assigned to serve as liaison officers to Councils, Committees and Ministries are 

responsible for serving as ministry coordinators and for keeping the Parish Council informed of ministry activities and 

new information or challenges of which the Council should be aware through monthly reports submitted no later than one 

week in advance of a Council meeting. 


