
 
 

St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Council Meeting 

 824 Pershing Drive, Silver Spring, MD 

January 9, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

St. Michael’s Mission: 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Michael the Archangel Church brings the parish and the community closer to the Lord 

through worship, love and stewardship so that all may be one in Christ. 
 
St. Michael’s Vision: 
A dynamic community of faith, celebrating our growing diversity as a beacon of the new evangelization. 

 

PRESENT: Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino, Deacon Oscar Mendez, Lisa Taylor, Edwin Mendez, Cristina Sian, Cynthia  
Lisa, Monsignor, Eliamelisa, Maria, Jim, Tom, Rene, Lillian, Cynthia, Brigit, Cristina, John, and Helder  

 

Absent: Edwin, Lynne, Cindy Mendez, Esnatha, and Fr. Carlos  
 

I. Call to Order at 7:06 pm by Lisa Taylor  

 

II. Opening Prayer/Reflection - Msgr. Tolentino  

 

Reading of the day: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

What does the baptism of Jesus Christ mean to you?  

Baptism:  

1. Cleanses us from original sin   

2. Makes us Members of the body of Christ  

3. Makes us heirs to the Kingdom of God  

 

Today, we are set free from original sin. Sin that does not allow us to have access to the Kingdom of God. If we place 

ourselves in the scene of scripture, there are several folks who are coming to John who will allow them to come to God 

through baptism. The entire Jewish community has turned against God and as John is baptizing them and as he is speaking 

to them about reconciliation it then brings the question, who told you to come and repent of our sins? The very person 

who he says he is unable to untie his sandals comes to the water and asks to be baptized by John. Once and for all the 

waters of baptism then become holy and have power. The power is to bring about the effects of Jesus for every single one 

of us. It is something we can experience in our spirit. This moment when we enter into scared water and we are washed of 

original sin we become members of a community that is on its way to experience the Kingdom of God. That it has been 

planned by God in the beginning of time. Then Jesus comes out of the water and begins his ministry. He coming into the 

world as light. As light he reveals himself to us, so that we can also share that light with others. As a parish council, we 

are a small community who believe in our faith and have the responsibilities of priest, prophet and king.   

We are called to be priests, prophets, and Kings. Priest because we are called to make sacrifices and offering to God. 

Prophets because we can speak a prophetic word to the world, and God is present in every moment. As we repent and are 

true to the commandments, we can be closer to God. We are also called to be Kings.  A real responsibility as one another. 

  
 

III. Approval of the December Minutes - Lisa Taylor  

Motion: Tom  

Second: Maria   



IV. Approval of Agenda - Lisa Taylor  

Motion: Tom  

Second: Lilian   
 

V. Parish Council Retreat - Lisa Taylor  
 

Plan is to have the retreat on January 28. Several folks will be out and for that weekend.   

If we are faithful to our offices we will be more than prepared to lead the parishioners in the synodality   

and our ministries.   
 

Helder will send the documents in preparation for the Townhall Meeting.  Townhall Meeting is scheduled for February 

11th. 
 Monsignor and Lisa are setting a meeting with Dr. Jeannine Marino the facilitator for the Town Hall Meeting, and her 

assistant Deborah McDonald. They are meeting at 10:30 am tomorrow, January 10, 2023.   

Sodality Meeting is scheduled for Feb 4th and Cynthia will participate after the meeting.   

 

The Parish Council Retreat will take place on February 4th. We will meet in small groups and members of the PC will be 

facilitators of smaller groups at the Town Hall Meeting conversation. We will also serve as recorders to ensure that the 

necessary information is documented. We will meet from 10 am to 4pm. It will be in the Williamsburg room.   

Monsignor wants us to know, love, and serve God.   

 

Instead of bringing in other parishioners for the parish council we will just be the parish council for the retreat so that we 

can get to know each other better and focus on preparing for the townhall meeting. Parish Council members are being 

asked to invite ten or more folks to the Town Hall Meeting.  

Sargent of Arms added to the list so that no one leaves until we have accomplished our goals. Survey document so we 

access properly if folks are motivated. Maria will help create an evaluation for the retreat.   

 

After this PC meeting, we may want to consider to invite folks to the PC meeting, so that they can participate in the 

meeting and learn about the work of the council.   

 

Lisa will reserve the Williamsburg room for February 4th 
  

 

VI. Town Hall Meeting, February 11, 2023 from 10 am to 2 pm Lisa Taylor  

Lisa and Monsignor are meeting with Dr. Marino. She is the person who led the synod for the Archdiocese and who was 

responsible for preparing the report for Rome on the synodality.   
 

If you want to help plan the Townhall please Lisa or John know that you are interested in helpfing. Also, please take a 

look at the Sign-Up Genius for items that are needed for the Townhall, which will take place Feb 11th from 10 am to 2pm. 

  
 

The purpose of the townhall to move towards the Holy Father’s goal of the church and parish being synodal. As we did 

before to form groups to listen to one another. What are concerns of the church and parish to animate and promote parish 

activity. The foundation is the gospel.   
 

There is some lack of knowledge of what we as Catholics believe, but the activities of the parish should also bring to us 

closer to the mission of the church.   
 

As members of the parish council, we need to buy in to what we want to do for the parish.   

We need to absorb things of faith more and more.   

We are unsure if we will about the results of our synod talks at the Town Hall Meeting.   

 

Figuring out to receive the information or to listen and what happened in the various sessions. The Loyola Institute for 

Ministry of Loyola University New Orleans, did a study about the social mission of the church. What is happening 

nationwide and within the diocese. As Helder read the report, he thought about St. Michael. Within the different groups, 

the catholic social teaching is central to St. Michael, we have done several workshops and activities, the findings indicated 

that how to continue including the catholic social teaching in the homilies. He is aware that here are some parishioners 

who are aware that we may be working on the social catholic teaching, promoting the resources through various means. 

Promoting it as central to gospel teaching and the life of faith. With the retreat and town hall and other activities this will 

be fundamental. The implementation of catholic social teaching. If you can name the seven principles, that’s one step. 



There has been a progress within our church. There are churches in various dioceses who are not even aware of the 

catholic social teachings even though it is something that the Bishops are working on. In reality, Catholic social teaching 

is engraved in the gospels. This is something we need to continue doing and preaching and there are several people who 

may not be able to focus on the vulnerable and the poor because they themselves are struggling. People want to know 

what we are doing at St. Michael and this is a work in progress.   

With Pope Francis, the fact that we are doing this town hall is a sign of us working on this. In our community, there is 

domestic violence that some folks are experiencing but we need to touch on that and provide resources. When 

parishioners come to the parish, they can understand what the St. Michael vision and mission is because they can see it in 

the activities.   

 

When Monsignor came to St. Michael, he looked at the organizational chart and tried to put them in slots. The 

organizational chart has not changed and there has been progress to understand the gospel, and now to take the next step 

that they need to be communicated. The Holy Father wants us to communicate these teachings. Like the Second Vatican 

Council as if it came and changed everything, but that is not the case. Everything we do has to be done based on what is 

divinely revealed.  

 

We can look at the faith and make it available to the parish, and the next person.   

There is a lot of hard work that has to happen for the information and activities to happen. What is incredible here in our 

worship is that it’s about how we are living our worship from day to day. You cannot leave the liturgy at the door.   

For all that new and the parish council, you know a lot more than you realize that you know. This is how it all began from 

organization, to social teaching, to what the Holy Father has brought through the synodality. We need to communicate 

with one another so that we can communicate the great ideas.   

Helder will share the report information with the Paish Council  

 

VII. Finance Council Report - John Webster  

Income: $77,917 

Expenses: $82,245, so we are operating at a loss.   

Monthly operating deficit for November: ($4,328) 

Fiscal year to date deficit: ($40,766) 

In the middle of the November we all took the next step together, so hopefully we will see results (i.e. growth in 

offertory income) starting in December. 

Pew restoration campaign: 

In November $2,322, bringing the total to $70,125 which is about 55% of the cost of the pews ($127,100) 

Faith Direct (eGiving): 

In 2022, we received $381,188 through Faith Direct. This is a slight decrease from 2021. It may be that we are 

plateauing on e-giving.   

2022 Annual Appeal: 

$67,469 out of our $88,900 goal (76%) 

2023 Annual Appeal will start in FEB. 
 

VIII. Hispanic Committee Report Helder Hernandez  

Did not have the Hispanic Committee Meeting in December. Organized the Lady of Guadalupe pilgrimage. In 2021, went 

on the metro and this time went on a bus. Had a participation of youth who were able to participate in procession in which 

the rosary was meditated. Held an in-person advent catechesis by Father Carlos. There were about 400 parishioners who 

participated in the Lady of Guadalupe celebration in the Williamsburg. The event was packed. This event attracts several 

folks. They had the Christmas fellowship it was well attended and received.   

Wants to thank Sodality for putting together five boxes of non-perishable items for advent. It was tied to the teaching of 

the Catholic Social Teachings  
 

When the parishioners received those boxes were grateful and one person had tears in their eyes. This is not an easy task 

and the creation of the five boxes and getting all the items together.   

Sometimes when visiting the homes and can see the joy in the children’s faces. Some parishioners are facing 

unemployment, taking care of loved ones, and recovery from surgery.   

Wants to be able to speak on domestic violence and bring more resources on this issue.   

It was a great pleasure of the Sodality Union, were the ones who suggested each parish donate the boxes. Great credit to 

Cheryl for bringing this back for the Sodality to participate in this project.   



Thank you to Helder for his leadership. 

   

IX. Administrative Matters Lisa Taylor  

a. Pictures/Bio for website: Please send these to Lisa.   

b. Dates of Upcoming Parish Council Meetings  

1. February 6, 2023   

2. March 6, 2023  

3. April 3, 2023  

4. May 1, 2023  

5. June 5, 2023  

c. Diversity Months –  Will meet with the education committee on Saturday to discuss.   
 

X. Pending Business Lisa Taylor/Parish Council  

Translation system – Helder and Edwin will soon provide an update if it is working.   

Cynthia – the status of the boiler in the school? Monsignor is waiting for the next Priest Council to see if the project can 

be funded.   
 

What time is the RCIA in Spanish? Is from 9:30 am to 11 am.   

For events, please provide dates that you want for the projects. You can also look at the parish calendar to see if it is 

available.   
 

Sodality can use the Williamsburg when the Spanish RCIA is done. Can have a bake sale on the Sunday.  

In the process of hiring for a business manager. Working with Cindy and Lisa to fill the position.   

The Giving Tree was organized and we received a lot of gift cards and were able to help a lot of families. The ornaments 

were placed on the tree, and moving forward we need to let folks who did the work. 

XI. New Business Lisa Taylor - none   
 

XII. Closing Prayer Monsignor   

Meeting closed at 8:41 pm  

Next Meeting: February 6, 2023  

  

 


