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WELCOME from the editor! 
 

est wishes to all of you. There is so much going 
on in our Parish and with our Sodality. We are 

in the midst of the Total Consecration, hopefully going 
through, prayerfully, our Lenten experience and of 
course, still practicing safety for our health. The Boy 
Scouts had a wonderful Fish Fry, the Knights hosted 
an Oyster Feast and the Parish Council led five 
Synodal meetings to hear from parishioners about our 
church. I hope that you participated in some of the 
events. Results of the Synod discussions will be 
forthcoming. And, of course, Spring is coming!!! I am 
more than a little grateful for that. Best wishes for a 
wonderful and joyful Easter! 
  ______________________________________________ 

 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO OUR FELLOW  
SODALISTS: 
 

 
 

January   Lemlem Araya —1.20 
  Olga Baeza         —1.9    June Dublin      —1.26 
  Ingrid Denis       —1.17   Vera Joseph     —1.27 
February March 
  Veronica Okolonta  —2.2   Ann A. Jackson —3.19 

 ________________________________________________ 
 

Please keep the following clergy, Sodalists, 
and friends in your prayers:   

*Msgr. Eddie Tolentino 
*Deacon Ron Ealey   *Ann Jackson 

*Deacon Curtis Rodney   *Jane Molloy 
*Joyce Bridgewater   *Elena Morris 

*Barbara Rigsby  *Jacqueline Stines  *Evelyn Cobblah 
*Elsie Pemberton and Family    

* Mary Jane Eldridge   *Sonia and Benny Melendez 
*Veronica Okolonta and Husband 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PREFECT 
By Cynthia Lewis 
 
Sodality Means “Sodalis” – Community 

riends in Christ, what a wondrous blessing is 
the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary! (As an 

aside, did you know there are many other types of 
sodalities in the Catholic Church?) The title of our fair 
group is derived from the Latin word “Sodalis” which 
means “community.” As God dwells in Community 
through the Holy Trinity, we as Sodalists surely 
imitate the Lord as we live out the Sodality 
(community) Way of Life together. Not surprisingly, 
the Bible expresses the importance of community – 
such as the observation “How good and how 
pleasant it is when brothers dwell together as one.” 
(Psalm 133)   
 

In keeping with community, at the second parish 
Town Hall held recently the focus was on 
“accompaniment.” I did not realize until the Sodality 
Union Lenten Retreat that accompanying one 
another is a particular desire of Pope Francis, 
building on his predecessors. Read more about “the 
art of accompaniment” at 
https://burningheartsdisciples.org/making-disciples-
today/the-art-of-accompaniment.  
 
I propose that our Sodality is custom-made for 
accompaniment. At the Sodality Union retreat 
recently, Susan Timoney noted accompaniment 
means staying in relationship with people, sharing 
our story and listening to their story. Consider the 
Sodality seeds for deeper relationship: the weekly 
Rosary conference calls, the Liturgy of the Hours 
Evening Prayer on Saturdays and Sundays, Total 
Consecration small groups, Book Club gatherings, 
and the manifold opportunities dormant in the  
                                                          (Continued, next page) 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PREFECT 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
Sodality Bands. Also consider the dynamic 
opportunity noted by Sister Kathleen Keller, SNJM, in 
her talk about St. Ignatius of Loyola in February. She 
spoke of deepening our relationship with Jesus Christ 
through spiritual direction, which is an integral part 
of our Catholic heritage, and highlighted group 
spiritual direction. I suggest exploring more about 
group spiritual direction at 
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-630-
8/group-spiritual-direction.aspx.   
 
I encourage all of us to take advantage of our Sodalis 
and to appropriate one of these seeds, plant it in our 
lives, water the opportunity, and enjoy giving and 
receiving more deeply the spiritual nourishment of 
our Sodality community. Our Catholic Christian 
journey was not meant for us to walk alone, nor to 
merely “do” tasks, but rather to “be” in relationship 
“To Jesus Through Mary.” 

 

 

† 
All of us are invited to come home to Jerusalem, to 
the city where God dwells with us, wipes away our 
tears, and gives us the fullness of life and joy in the 
presence of Christ, our Savior. During Lent, the 
Church extends a heartfelt invitation: no matter 
how far you have gone, no matter how guilty you 
feel about it, come home to the Lord! 
 
 
 

 
Black Catholics in 
America 
By Janice Hamilton Outtz    
 

ver wonder about the differences between 
Black, Hispanic, and White Catholics? What 

about Protestants? Thanks to a new survey of adults 
in the U.S conducted November 2019 – June 2020, by 
the Pew Research Center, we’ve gained some insight 
into Black Catholic Americans’ religious life.  
 
Black Catholics are a minority in several ways. 
According to the survey, they comprise a small share 
of Black adults (six percent) and an even smaller 
share of Catholic adults (four percent). Even with 
these small percentages, there are approximately 
three million Black Catholics in the U.S. Demo-
graphically, the Black Catholic population falls in the 
middle of the White Catholic and Hispanic Catholic 
population when it comes to age: Black Catholics are 
older than Hispanic Catholics but younger than White 
Catholics. For example, about half of Black Catholic 
adults are under age 50, compared with 71% of 
Hispanic Catholics and 30% of White Catholics. One 
way the religious experience of Black Catholics 
stands out is that they are a lot less likely than 
Hispanic or White Catholics—who together make up 
the vast majority of U.S. Catholics—to worship in 
parishes where most people share their race or 
ethnicity. And, roughly, half of Black U.S. adults who 
were raised Catholic still identify as Catholic. The 
percentages are higher for Hispanics (68%) and 
Whites (61%). Catholicism experienced the greatest 
net losses due to religious switching of any Christian 
religious tradition in the U.S. in 2014. 
 
Three-fourths of Black Catholics say opposing racism 
is essential to what being a faithful Christian means 
to them. Black Protestants are close behind them. 
While Black Catholics attend Mass at rates like White 
and Hispanic Catholics, the survey finds higher levels 
of individual religious practice among Black Catholics  
by some measures. About 59% of Black Catholics say 
they pray at least once a day compared to 51% of  
White Catholics, 49% of Hispanic Catholics, and 73% 
of Black Protestants.  

(Continued next page) 
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Sodality members from St. Michael the Archangel and Holy 
Comforter – St. Cyprian at the Sodality Union retreat.  
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Black Catholics  

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Black Catholics in the U.S. are more inclined than 
White and Hispanic Catholics to say that churches 
should offer: 

• Spiritual comfort 
• A sense of community or fellowship 
• Moral guidance 
• Help to the needy with bills, housing, and 

food 
• A sense of racial affirmation or pride  

  
Read more by clicking on the link: 
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/03/15/
black-catholics-in-america/. 
 ________________________________________________ 
 
thanks to deacon Curtis 
Rodney! 
By Virginia Montet 
 

he Sodality thanked Deacon Curtis Rodney for 
his encouragement and constant involvement 

in the Sodality activities and also to honor him for his 
healing. The Deacon has a powerful testimony about 
his illness that he shared with us at Mass one 
Sunday. It was a touching moment for all of us. 
Thanks to the initiative of our Prefect Cynthia Lewis 
and Sodality member Yvette Robinson, we offered 
Deacon Curtis a very special stole, of a vivid blue 
color—recalling Mary’s blue—with African theme 
motifs. Deacon Curtis was very touched and grateful. 

Sodality members, Deacon Curtis, and Msgr. Tolentino 
after presenting the Deacon with the stole. 

 
Sodality Members Staying 
Connected 
By Joyce Sterling 
 

hen I went to Mass on Ash Wednesday, the 
priest spoke to us not about giving up 

something for Lent, but about being kind. He 
suggested that we all think about being kinder to 
each other. Following this message, Sodalists might 
want to consider reaching out more to our fellow 
Sodalists. Our Sodality is organized into small groups 
called Sodality Bands. Each Sodality Band is 
encouraged to stay connected with each other by 
engaging in a variety of activities, such as, recitation 
of the Holy Rosary, birthday recognitions, Lenten 
prayer devotions, and/or friendly calls just to say hi. 
We can also stay connected by occasionally sending 
fellow Sodalists birthday, sympathy, or holiday cards, 
and/or cards that simply say, “Thinking of You.” Our 
Sodality has several elderly Sodalists and some who 
live alone. A friendly call from time to time might be 
meaningful and will help keep them connected. As 
we journey through the remaining days of Lent, each 
of us is challenged to make a special effort to be 
kinder to our fellow Sodalists by reaching out to 
share the love of Christ. Mary provides many 
examples of being kind. In a world where you can be 
anything, let’s choose to be kind.     
________________________________________________ 
 

Sodality meeting 
highlights 
 

• On February 20, the Sodality began a 33-day 
devotion of Total Consecration to Jesus Through 
Mary. This devotion will end on March 25th, the 
Feast of the Annunciation. 

• The Saturday morning Rosary continues—9:15 
am. To join, please call 605.562.0400; access 
code:1941905. You may use the same number for 
the Saturday and Sunday evening prayer at 5 pm. 

• Save the Date: May 7, 2023, at 4 pm as we Honor 
Mary our Lady of Fatima in the church. There will 
be music, tributes, and prayers. 

• Please join us for the Ministry Fair and Bake Sale 
on April 23rd in the Williamsburg Room. 
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Remembering mother 
Teresa 
By Virginia Montet 
 

n January, a few Sodalists attended a Day of 
Recollection organized by the Mother Teresa 

Vocation Society at the Church of Annunciation in 
Washington, DC. It was a special event with the 
testimony of Jim Towey, author of the book To Love 
and Be Loved: A Personal Portrait of Mother Teresa. 
Here is an excerpt 
from Towey’s talk. 
 

Towey was the legal 
adviser to Mother 
Teresa for 12 years. 
He met her in 1985 
and worked with her 
until her death in 
1997 at the age of 
87. “At age 75, her 
best years were in front of her,” he said. During her 
life, she had experienced several heart attacks, 
contracted tuberculosis, broke ribs, and collar bones, 
and she experienced aging as a blessing. Towey told 
us how human she was, loving life, people, playing 
pranks on sisters, loving poetry, singing, and even 
having a sweet tooth for chocolate. “But she could 
be angry too,” he recalled and “was famously 
stubborn.” “It’s important to encounter the real 
person and not a plastic statue who received the 
Nobel Prize” (in 1979), he added. He recalled that 
when Mother Teresa opened the House of the Dying 
in Calcutta, “people threw stones, rocks, and 
threatened her life.” And when she founded the 
order of the Missionaries of Charity in the 1950’s, 
there were 26 nuns living in a 1,600 square foot 
apartment with only one bathroom. 
 

She had one motto, says Towey: “A life that is not 
lived for others is not worth living.” The last time 
Towey visited her in India, she was 87 years old, and 
he wanted to say goodbye. “I’ll miss you so much,” 
he told her, and she answered with a smile: “I have 
my bag packed, and I’m going home.” Mother Teresa 
was canonized in 2016.  

 
spotlight on  
Jacqueline stines—Always 
a Devoted Sodalist 
By Joyce Sterling 
 

acqueline Stines joined 
the Sodality in the 

1980s. She was encouraged 
to join the Sodality by her 
good friends, Sodalists 
Muriel Hanson and Mary 
Ferber more than 40 years 
ago. When Jacqueline 
joined the Sodality, she and 
her husband had six 
children, and she was working as a nurse. Jacqueline 
has always enjoyed her Sodality sisters, the monthly 
Sodality Mass and Rosary, and the monthly meetings. 
She especially enjoyed the annual Communion 
Brunch. As a Sodality member, Jacqueline was 
involved in a variety of activities. She helped with the 
bake sales, helped transport elderly Sodalists to their 
doctor’s appointments, raised money for school 
scholarships, baby supplies and many other 
necessities. Unfortunately, Sodalist Jacqueline is now 
ill. However, she still informs me of retreats and 
other Sodality recommended events. Before 
becoming ill, Jackie traveled with Deacon Rodney 
and other Sodality members on a pilgrimage to Italy. 
It is both a privilege and a pleasure to know her and 
to learn from her. I am very grateful for her 
friendship. 

Jacqueline (with the orange scarf, center) on a pilgrimage 
to Italy with St. Michael’s Sodality members. 
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Jim Towey, adviser to Mother 
Teresa, speaks about his book. 


