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  Saint Anselm Parish 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

FOURTH SUNDAY 

of Advent 



Saint Anselm Parish 
1 2 6 7 0  D U N K S  F E R R Y  R O A D   P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  P A  1 9 1 5 4  

WEDDINGS: Those who become engaged are requested to reach 
out to a parish priest at least six (6) months before the desired 
wedding date.  
 

Please also reach out to Deacon Warner for informaƟon about our 
Pre-Cana program around the same Ɵme.  
 
BAPTISMS: BapƟsms are celebrated every Sunday following the 
Noon Mass, approximately at 1:00 PM. Parents are requested to call 
the Parish Center and speak with Deacon Warner or one of our 
parish priests who can assist them in registering their child for the 
Sacrament of BapƟsm. Deacon Warner can schedule the Pre-Jordan 
BapƟsm Program with the parents of the child at the Ɵme of 
registraƟon.  
 

Any quesƟons or concerns about the Sacrament? Reach out to 
Father Rossi or Deacon Warner, thank you!  
 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Anthony T. Rossi ----------------------------------- Pastor 
father.rossi@stanselmparish.com 
 

Rev. John Large ------------------------------------ Senior Priest 
father.large@stanselmparish.com 
 

Msgr. Thomas J. Dunleavy ---------------- Pastor Emeritus 
 

Deacon Gerald J. Whartenby --------- Pastoral Associate 
 

Deacon Dennis P. Warner -------------- Pastoral Associate 
 

Mr. Seamus Mee ---------------------------- Principal, School 
 

Mr. Anthony Polselli ------ Coordinator of Rel. Educa on  
apolselli@stanselmparish.com 
 

Mrs. Mary Ann Thackrah --------- Advancement Director 
MThackrah@stanselmparish.com 
 

Mrs. Diane Leone  ----------------------- Director of Music 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021 

PARISH CENTER 
 

Phone: 215-637-3525    Fax: 215-637-4915 
 

Parish Website: www.stanselmparish.com 
 

        @ St. Anselm Parish, Philadelphia  
 
 

SCHOOL 
 

Phone: 215-632-1133    Fax: 215-632-3264 
 

School Website: 
www.stanselmschoolphila.com 

                @ St. Anselm School, Philadelphia  

  

< MASS SCHEDULE > 
Weekend 
Saturday Vigil --------------------------------------- 4:30 PM 
Sunday ------------ 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon 
 

Weekday 
Monday thru Friday ------------------------------- 8:30 AM 

 
< CHRISTMAS MASSES > 
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL  
MASS SCHEDULE 

Friday, December 24 
4:15 PM Gym (Youth & Family) 

 4:00 PM & 6:30 PM Church 
Midnight Mass 

11:30 PM Cantata 
 

 

 

 
PARISH CENTER HOURS 

 

Sunday  --------------------------------------------------- 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Monday & Wednesday ------------------------------- 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM  
Tuesday & Thursday ---------------------------------- 8:30 AM -  7:00 PM  
Friday, Saturday & Sunday  ------------------------- Closed  
 

Masks are mandatory & hand saniƟzer is available in the office. 
 

If you have an emergency and need a priest, please call 
1-610-938-1372  

CHRISTMAS  
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 25 
8:00 AM 

11:00 AM 



Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent – but it isn’t Christmas yet! It might seem it is from the radio, television, 
and other social media but we still have 5 days till Christmas! I am hopeful that our beautifully decorated church 
will be the place where many come from the local neighborhood to worship the Christ child, born in Bethlehem 
centuries ago, and pray God born in our hearts anew this Christmastime!   

Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us remember that there may be many who come to worship with us for the 
Mass(es) on Christmas Eve and Day – I ask of you; let us be forgiving, patient and as gentle as possible with our 
many guests and parishioners we do not see so often. Hopefully our warm welcome and patience will be a 
reminder that our doors are always open and welcoming to all who wish to worship Jesus on Sundays. May we 
pray that more people are inspired this Christmas to place Christ into their hearts and their families, and may they 
leave God-with-us there not just for a couple days in December, but hopefully for many days and months ahead!  

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading permits us to begin our contemplation of the 
mystery of the Incarnation we will celebrate on Christmas Day, in the words of the great cousin of our Blessed 
Mother, Mary – Saint Elizabeth: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” In the case of 
our Blessed Mother, Mary - she had to set out for the hill country of Judah, a journey by foot that might take some 
time. Women of her time would have never traveled alone. But she, believing the angel’s description of her child as 
holy and a gift from above, may have set out with the certainty that she would be protected by the holy child in her 
womb. She possessed a faith that was stronger than the world would have conceived.  

The faith of Mary is God’s strength. She believes in the words of the Angel Gabriel. Her faith seems 
“ridiculous” only because we have become more disbelieving, or we have come to rely on ourselves. The faith of 
Mary will always stand out sharply as naïve against the backdrop of a technologically driven and self-sufficient 
scientific culture that denies the existence of a power greater than ourselves. Even as we hope for the Herald’s 
outcome, we are left with a sinking feeling that we will lose out anyway because we have not “done” enough. You 
can discern how faith is related to what we do but often our action is not because we have faith.  Mary teaches us 
that our faith is God’s strength. She beckons us today not to give up hope because God can be relied upon and the 
only way we can be sure that God can be relied upon is that we, like Mary, say yes to God and like her, we act 
believing that God will help us because we allow Him the ability to come into our hearts and homes. Christmas is 
not the celebration that God needs to come - but it is the solemn announcement that we as a people still need a 
Savior to fix our brokenness and sinfulness. Faith is our call from God and faith is the reason for our actions in the 
world. Mary’s generous faith gave the Father the permission to send the Son into the world. In these next few days, 
may Mary’s example encourage us to do likewise: to be generous in believing in the power of God working in each 
of our mundane lives. We will never be confounded and if we permit God in, He can do the impossible! May the 
Lord richly bless you and your families this Christmas and into the New Year!  
+ Father Rossi 

  



 
 
   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

Mass Schedule 

Sunday, December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 AM Alice Austin r/b Kathy Zaremski 
10:00 AM Carmen DiDonato r/b Family 
12:00 PM The People of St. Anselm Parish 

Monday, December 20 
  8:30 AM Charles Donahue r/b Susan Costa 

Tuesday, December 21 
8:30 AM Charles F. Donahue 
 r/b John & Fran Berthsci 

Wednesday, December 22 
  8:30 AM Joseph Polisi, 18th Anniversary 
  r/b Connie & Jack Tolchin 

Thursday, December 23 
  8:30 AM Edna Flynn r/b Flynn Family 

Friday, December 24 
  8:30 AM Thomas McGuire 
  r/b Michael Bocchicchio 

Christmas Vigil Mass Schedule 
Friday, December 24 

4:15 PM Gym (Youth & Family) 
 4:00 PM & 6:30 PM Church 

Midnight Mass 
11:30 PM Cantata 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Saturday, December 25 

8:00 AM 
11:00 AM 

Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are 
being offered for those intentions listed on 
the Christmas Mass Intention enrollments 

Sunday, December 26 
The Holy Family of Jesus 

8:00 AM George W. Jones, Sr. 
 r/b Bernice Jones 

10:00 AM The People of St. Anselm Parish 
12:00 PM Wanda & Frank Stewart 
  r/b Daughter, Maureen Rieser 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray For Our Sick:      
  
Carolyn Baxter, Joan & Remus Berretta, Karen 
Blake, Mary Ann Bradley, Stephen Brock, Maureen 
O’Connor Brown,  Pat Clark, Megan Clifford, 
Donna Clopp, Bernie Cory,  Caroline Czepiel,  
Geraldine Daly, Joseph Daly, John DelRicci,    
Kimberly Doering,  Lisa Duenas, Anthony Dugan,  
Baby Everly Durham, Vera Enstrom, Marion Fink, 
John Fritz, Connie & Walt Gaither, Chris Gimbel, 
Anastasia Gonzalez, Jeff Hain, Jim Hendri, Al 
Herrmann, Christine Howell, Richard Himes, Marie 
Hughes, Ann Jolly,  Robert Joseph, Joe Kaupas, 
Diane Kozlowski, Jean Kronbar, Joseph Kronbar, 
Kelly Kronbar, Joel Laskey, Marilyn Laurie, Regina 
Long, Michael Lowery, Regina McCall, Kathy 
McDowell, Baby Edward Francis McFillin, Kyle 
McQue, Denise McReynolds, Joan McReynolds, 
Tom Maguire, Tony Maher, Ronnie Marino, John 
Murphy, Dante Nazzaro, Peggy O’Leary, 
Christopher Omeila, Tracey Osborne, Anna 
Palermo, Helen Panepresso, Keith Patterson, Joe 
Pellecchia, Robert Pellegrini, Rita Perkins, Stella 
Pettinelli, Carol Ann Possi, Emily Recchia,  
Virginia Richards, Connie Rispo, Kathy Roberts, 
Vee Rossi,  Jerry Russ, Carol Ryan, Michael Ryan,  
Janet Segaline, John Segaline, Agnes Smith, Fred 
Straub, Tommy Stride, Connie Sullivan, Marge 
Tomaselli, Anne Marie & Al Vacca, Ashley 
Valucci, Diane Valucci, Frederick Vesci, Jr., Jack & 
Sophie Weber, Ray White, Chris Wible, Tom 
Williams, Dorothy Wizimirski, Jennifer 
Zettlemoyer, Joseph Zwicharowski                    

  Pray For Our Deceased…     
Mary Murphy, mother of Keith Hill  

 

Special Intentions 

For the week of December 19, 2021 
Altar Bread and Wine 

In memory of Mina Doebley 
Requested by Family 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Schedule 
Sunday, December 19 

              No Children’s Liturgy 
    9:00 AM SCRIP Sales – Parish Center 
     1:00 PM Pre-Jordan Class – Spirituality Ctr. 

Monday, December 20 
    9:00 AM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

…Chapel 
    6:00 PM Rosary & Benediction – Chapel 
    7:00 PM Legion of Mary Mtg. – Spirituality Ctr. 
    7:00 PM Al Anon – Spirituality Center 

Tuesday, December 21 
    9:00 AM  SCRIP Sales – Parish Center 
    6:40 PM Nar Anon – Spirituality Center 
    6:45 PM Prayer Group – Spirituality Center 

   Wednesday, December 22 
    9:15 AM      School Liturgy   
            School Dismissal at Noon 
 

                     Thursday, December 23 
                       No SCRIP SALES 
   7:00 PM     Choir Practice in Church 
 

 Friday, December 24     
                                 Parish offices closed! 

 

                       Saturday, December 25  
MERRY CHRISTMAS – NO Staff / Office closed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Vincentian Message… 
 

Jesus was born during the night of the year when 
darkness is the longest.  The Savior of the world comes 

for the people in dark places.  The real, lasting, and deep 
joy is that the Light shines there. 

 
Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent DePaul, 

“Light” has shown, bringing real, lasting and deep joy to 
the hearts of the poor who live in dark places in our 

streets and neighborhood. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Attention… 
 

School and Parish Volunteers 
Anyone and everyone involved with our school, parish, 

or parish organizations where children participate, 
MUST have clearances.  If you would like to participate 
in a holiday celebration or chaperone a class trip, you are 
required to have minimal clearances.  Clearances are free 

to volunteers and you are able to request your criminal 
record check and child abuse clearance on line.  There 
are two additional forms that you will need to sign and 
return to the Parish Center.  Please, DO NOT wait until 

the last minute to begin this process.  For additional 
information, call 215-637-3525.  Thank you!

 

 Baptisms – Congratulations!  
December 12, 2021 

 
Michael Brian, son of Michael Fulforth and 

Haley McDonald 
 

Thomas Charles, son of Jacob and Amanda 
Hoffman 

Holiday Bulletin Transmission Schedule 

January 2nd is due December 20th 

Due to early bulletin transmissions, the collection 
figures and names of our parish’s sick and deceased 

will be updated as available. 

Our SCRIP Office will be closed on the following 
dates: 

 
 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23RD 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25TH,  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26TH,  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28TH  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1ST.   

______________________________ 
We will resume regular hours on  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2ND. 
 

Sunday Collection - December 12, 2021

Church Collection: $8,100.00 
E Giving:  $3,795.00 

Total Giving: _________$11,895.00

Immaculate Conception Holy Day  
   $1,605.00

Thank you for your generosity and goodness! 



 

        Saint Anselm Church 
Philadelphia, PA 

202

 
SCHEDULE 

Confessions 

Saturday afternoons 
December 4th, 11th, 18th  

3:15 – 4:15 PM 

Advent Penance Service  

Thursday, December 16th 
 7:00 PM 

Many Priests will be present to hear confessions 

   

Christmas Eve Mass Schedule 

4:15 PM Youth & Family Mass – GYM 

       Church  
4:00 PM, 6:30 PM  

Midnight Mass 
Christmas Cantata 11:30 PM (before Mass) 

 
Christmas Day Mass Schedule 

8:00 AM 
11:00 AM 

No evening Mass 

 

New Year’s Masses 

December 31, 2021 
4:00 PM Vigil for New Year’s 

January 1, 2022 
8:00 AM 

12:00 Noon 
NO EVENING MASS 



A Family Business Since 1983  /  Neighboring Parishioner

Plumbing • Heating • Drain Cleaning 

Same Day Water Heaters

Free Estimates • Emergency Services

ALL LEAKS FIXED

Thomas Parisse & Sons Inc.

ParissePlumbing.com • 215-728-1000

Lic. & Ins. / Visa & MC

McMenamin Family ShopRite
9910 Frankford Ave • Morrell Plaza

215.637.1555
Proudly Serving St. Anselm Parishioners

We specialize in all forms 

of roofs, windows, siding, 

doors, home remodeling!

CALL TODAY FOR AN ESTIMATE

267-716-4694We offer
financing!

Senior
Discounts

Commercial • Residential

WE CLIMB HIGHER TO KEEP YOU DRIER

Marianne Dugan • Groomer, Member of the Parish

marysbubblesandclips@gmail.com • 267-560-3596

i D G M b f th P i h

www.GrossAndSonsDental.com

215-673-8887
11621 Bustleton Avenue • Philadelphia

Let Us Take Care of You!

Formerly Mann Dental

Eugene Gross, DDS

Gross & Sons
Family Dentistry

B l

brian.oneill@phila.gov
Free 
Public
Notary

Northeast offices near St. Anselm’s Parishioners
Councilman Brian O’Neill

Free 
Copies 

& Faxes

Bustleton Ave & Bowler St - 2nd Fl • 215-685-0432
FOP Office - 11630 Caroline Rd • 215-437-9167

J22598 (JR) Saint Anselm Church • Philadelphia, PA FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836            (inside)

STOKES MASONRY
Concrete

Brick & Block Work
Brick Pavers

750-3356

PLUMBING, HEATING, 
DRAIN CLEANING & 
AIR CONDITIONING
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

www.BillFrusco.comFREE ESTIMATES

Serving the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia

With grace and dignity 
since 1928

1-800-GIVNISHJOHN F. GIVNISH
(3rd Generation)

JOHN F. X. GIVNISH III
(4th Generation)

Office: 215-904-6001 · Cell: 267-231-7212
F: 215-214-5914 · EdRogers@TheHonestRealEstate.com

12320 ACADEMY ROAD · PHILADELPHIA, PA 19154

EDWARD ROGERS
BROKER/OWNER

LICENSED IN PA & NJ

Ask About Our Locally Manufactured 
#1 Rated Window In The USA!

215-244-3993
info@rosenelloswindows.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

AGENT jayems.net • 215-245-1155

Licensed & Insured

Painting • Framing
Plumbing • Electrical

Sheet Rock 
Kitchens/Baths

267-688-5531

GENERAL CONTRACTING

LBH Ventures, LLC
15 Years Experience in Home Renovation

Total Home Renovations • Basement Renovations
Drywall Refinishing and Painting • Flooring Installation

Plumbing and Electrical Services • Tile and Backsplash Installation

267-400-5432 • lbhventures@yahoo.com • www.lbhventures.com

Plumbing • Heating • Mechanical
New Installation & Repairs

215-495-9818

Licensed & Insured Beware of Social 
Security Phone Scams!

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam

• HANG UP
on phone scams.

267-310-7303

BIG JOE’S
ROOFING

Parkwood Shopping Center
hairwizardsbarbershop.com

215-902-9392

@p g

Park
2

215-909-2330
Gene Collacchi
ELECTRICIAN

Licensed & Insured in PA & NJ

Clean, Dependable Service Since 1992

Residential/Commercial • Interior/Exterior

267-432-0100
Jim Grau, Member of the Parish

jim@jmgprecisionpainting.com
www.jmgprecisionpainting.com

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates



THE HOME OF SOUTH PHILLY NEW YORK SPECIALTY SANDWICHES
215-245-4600 • GuidosSteaks.com
2568 Bristol Pike • Bensalem, PA

$1.00 OFF ANY HOAGIE
Not offered for delivery

BUY 3 HOAGIES GET 4TH FREE
Not offered for delivery

Take Out
  Delivery

Eat In

c: 215-518-3389 o: 215-953-8800

Eastern Inc.
521 Bustleton Pike · Feasterville, PA 19053

Proud Supporter & Participant of the 19154 5k! 19154 Native & Resident

www.ILOVEtheNE.com

• ARHS 2018 Spirit of Ryan Award Recipient
• 8th Police District Advisory Council, President

MARIA ZIMMERMAN-CULP, Realtor®

Stephen Owens 

FREE ESTIMATES
215-396-1848

PAT’S PIZZA 
PASTA & SEAFOOD

DINE IN · TAKE OUT · DELIVERY

215-632-5550
12317 ACADEMY ROAD

WWW.PIZZAPARKWOOD.COM

$2.00 OFF
18” Pizza

$1.00 OFF
14” Pizza

PA062531

“I will find 
your leak!”

RAFFERTY 
ROOFING
For Quality & Honest Work

At Reasonable Prices

215-281-0771

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER CO
WEDDINGS AND EVENTS

PARKWOOD SHOPPING CENTER
12343 ACADEMY ROAD • 215-632-6270

www.philadelphiaflowerco.com

J22598 (JR) Saint Anselm Church • Philadelphia, PA FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836            (outside)

Burns Funeral Homes
~ Family Owned & Operated Since 1939 ~

www.burnsfuneralhome.com
Burns Funeral Martin J. Burns Burns Funeral

Home, Inc. Funeral Home, Inc. Home, Inc.
Gerald J. Burns Lisa Burns Campbell Joseph J. Burns

Supervisor Supervisor Supervisor
215-637-1414 215-547-3040 215-634-6858

9708 FRANKFORD AVENUE 1514 WOODBOURNE ROAD 1428 EAST COLUMBIA AVENUE
(SOUTH OF GRANT) (NEXT TO K OF C HALL) (AT FRANKFORD AVENUE)

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19114 LEVITTOWN, PA 19057 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19125

LAW OFFICES
Samuel G. Forte

FREE CONSULTATION
RYAN GRAD 215-332-5888

9225 FRANKFORD AVENUE

RYRYRYANANAN GGGRARARADDD 212121555 3333332-22 555888RYRYRYYYYYYYAAANNN GGGRRRAAARARADDD 222111555 333333222 585858888888-333333222-55588888888888888888

929292929292252525252525 FFFFF ARARARARARARANKNKNKNKNK OOOFO DRDRDRDRDRD AAAAAAAVEVEVEVEVENUNUNUNUNUEEEEE99992992222222222222222 555555 FFFFFFRRRRRRAAAAAAANNKNKNKNKNK OOFOFOFOFOFORRDRDRDRDRD AAAAAVVEVEVEVEVENNNNNAAAAAARARAAAANNNNNNANKKKKKNKNKNKFFFFFFKKKFFFOOOOOOORRRRRRRDRDDDDDRD AAAAAAAVAAAAVVVVVVEEEEEVENVEVENUNUNUNUNUNUEEEEEEENNNNNNEEENUUUUUUNUNUUEEEEEEEUUEE
ALL LEGAL SERVICES  •  DISCOUNT WITH AD

Fran McKeown, Parishioner
215-639-4887

HOLLEN FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
Thomas J. Fluehr, Owner

www.hollenfuneralhome.com 215-698-2500GRANT & ACADEMY
3160 Grant Avenue

~ Family Owned & Operated Since 1898~ 
FUNERAL HOME

Owned & Operated By Joseph Santucci, Jr.

215-281-2900
4050 WOODHAVEN ROAD

(KNIGHTS ROAD SHOPPING CENTER)

$3 OFF ANY $15 FOOD PURCHASE ONLY
Not good with any other coupons or specials.

JOE SANTUCCI’S

PATRICK J. FOY
(215) 281-9656

Interior & Exterior Painting
Wallpapering & Scraping
FREE ESTIMATES

Reliable..........................Honest

“I am never too busy for 
you or your referrals.”

Diocesan 
Member

Joe Cunningham, “Mr. Northeast”
215-961-6011 •  WWW.JOECSELLS.COM
2 4 7 1  G R A N T A V E N U E ·  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  PA  1 9 1 1 4

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Eastern, Inc.

215.867.4511 BigJoeMcCarthy.com

215-637-7373
11010 Knights Road
Philadelphia, PA 19154

T.J. Fluehr Supervisor
www.tjfluehr.com

successor to Harold B. Mulligan Funeral Homes, Inc

BIG MOVE?
Call Big Joe!

215-228-3950

Estate Sales | Senior Sellers
First Time Buyers | Live Where You Love!

Pre-Arranged Funerals · Crematory on Premises
Cremation Specialist · Licensed In NJ

864 BRISTOL PIKE (ROUTE 13) BENSALEM, PA 19020 · 215-639-3130

Richard J. Fluehr (1935-2019) · Richard J. Fluehr, Jr. (1960-2019)

Robert J. Mahan, Supervisor

Only Location In Bucks County

ARMSTRONG ROOFING
ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

215.824.6932

TONY AMODEI
MASONRY CONTRACTOR
ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK

Sidewalks · Driveways · Curbs 
Patios · Floors · Steps · Bricks
Blocks · Stonework · Stucco

Stamped Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED & INSURED

215-969-1462
825 BYBERRY ROAD | PHILADELPHIA 19116

215-917-2115
accuratetemperaturehvac.net

15% OFF SERVICE CALLS AND 
INSTALLATIONS W/ AD

Accurate Temperature, LLC
EQUIPMENT


