
Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

7:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

In the Rectory Chapel 

Benediction 

8:00 p.m. 
 

Acompañe a Jesús 

Sacramentado en 

oración,  

de lunes a viernes de  

7:00 a 8:00 de la noche 

en la Capilla de la 

Rectoría.  

SAINT JAMES’ 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Bulletin  

for the week of 

April 5, 2020 

3628 Rhode Island Ave. 

Mount Rainier, MD 20712 

TEL: 301-927-0567 

FAX: 301-927-5289  

EMAIL: 

 st.jamescatholicchurch@ 

gmail.com 

Office Hours 

Monday & Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday thru Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Closed on  

Federal Holidays 

 http://stjamesmr.org/ 

Pastor 

Rev. Pablo Bonello  

I.V.E. 
 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Kevin Stolt  

I.V.E. 
 

Minister in Residence 

Fr. Mariano Ruiz 

I.V.E. 

**Bulletin Deadline** 

Wednesday Noon 

Pre-approved by  

the Pastor 

Schedule of Masses 
 

Sunday Obligation 
 

  Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 

   5:30 p.m. (Español)       

   Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 

                 9:30 a.m. 

  11:30 a.m. (Español) 

   6:00 p.m. (Español) 

Daily Masses 

Monday  thru Friday 

7:30 a.m. 

Saturday 

8:00 a.m. 

All daily Masses are in 

the Rectory 

So when they had assembled,   

Pilate said to them, “Which one 

do you want me to release to you, 

[Jesus] Barabbas, or Jesus called 

Messiah?”  
Matthew 27:17 

http://stjamesmr.org/


Palm Sunday       Sunday, April 5, 2020 

          Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday -      4-4 -   8:00 a.m. -   

            4:00 p.m. -     

     5:30 p.m. -   

Sunday -         4-5 -  8:00 a.m. -  

  

     9:30 a.m. -     

          11:30 a.m. -

  

         6:00 p.m. -  

Monday -  4-6 - 7:30 a.m. -   

Tuesday -        4-7  -    7:30 a.m. -  

Wednesday -   4-8  -  7:30 a.m. -   

Thursday -      4-9  -  7:30 a.m. -   

Friday -          4-10  - 7:30 a.m. -   

Saturday -      4-11  -   8:00 a.m. -   

            4:00 p.m. -     

     5:30 p.m. -   

Sunday -         4-12  -  8:00 a.m. -  

  

     9:30 a.m. -   

  

          11:30 a.m. -

Responsorial Psalm   
 

 

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18,  

19-20, 23-24 

My God, my God, why 

have you abandoned me? 

Prayers  

for our Military 
Please pray for all of our 

military personnel and 

their families. 

Bernie Bergling 

Patricia Myers 

Alvaro Ortega  

Emma Galiano  

Denny White 

Lucinda White 

Elenore Brady 

Michael  Hennessey 

Betty Carr  

Kami Elliot  

Madelyne Woodyard  

Trinidad Navidad  

Raylin Dishman 

Olga Mistichelli 

Berkeley 

Wink Young 

Eleanor Watkins 

Barbara Griffith 

Susie Charles 

Mile Jackson  

Melissa Sale  

Joyce Grieco  

Danny Farrell  

Don Cleary 

Christine Stevens 

Jack Ames  

Fr. Peter Alliata 

Francis Horan 

Everlita Perada 

Yvonne Bolton 

Margaret Hampton 

Margie Strahorn 

Joe Armstrong 

Frankie Thompson 

Antionette Kovassi 

Jim Moskavich 

Leonardo Tumbucon 

Terry O’Brien 

Xiomara Hernandez 

Mr & Mrs John Gomez 

Maria Rosa Bolonos 

John Ryan Farrell 

Mary Anne Cecil 

GuyFerguson 

Alejandro Boitano 

Elizabeth Caldwell 

Joseph Whiteman 
 

Please also pray  

for all those who are deceased, 

 

Please pray for our sick and homebound parishioners.  

Weekly Collections 

Please continue to make your 

weekly donations by mail or 

through the internet. 

Thank you. 

During Holy Week, Catholics throughout the Archdiocese of Washington participate in sacred liturgies       

remembering the death of Christ and celebrating His resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

This year, Holy Week liturgies will be streamed online on the Archdiocese of Washington’s YouTube channel 

- https://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese. 

April 5 | Palm Sunday: 10:00 am    April 11 | Easter Vigil: 8:00 pm 

April 9 | Holy Thursday: 5:30 pm    April 12 | Easter Sunday: 10:00 am 

April 10 | Good Friday: 1:00 pm 

Pope Francis’ Intention  

for April 
 

Freedom from Addiction 

We pray that those suffering 

from addiction may be helped 

and accompanied. 

Please add your own  

intentions from your heart  

as you pray  

and view Masses. 

Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday 

Easter Sunday 

St. James Church will be open on 

HOLY THURSDAY, from 9:00 pm 

to 12:00 am; GOOD FRIDAY,  

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm;  

HOLY SATURDAY, 5:00 pm to 

7:00 pm; EASTER SUNDAY,  

9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

I regret to announce that because of 

our financial situation caused by the 

Conronavirus the Secretary Office 

has been closed. We thank Raquel 

Higgins for all these years of service 

to our community. We assure her of 

our prayers and gratitude. 

https://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese


 

Gospel  
Matthew 27:11-54 

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

Jesus said, “You say so.” And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. 

Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you?” But he did not answer him 

one word, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they wished. 

And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had ssembled, Pilate said to them, “Which 

one do you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they 

had handed him over. While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, “Have nothing to do with that 

righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today because of him.” 

The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. 

The governor said to them in reply, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” 

They answered, Barabbas!” 

Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?” 

They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 

But he said, “Why? What evil has he done?”  

They only shouted the louder, “Let him be crucified!” 

When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he took water and washed his 

hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” 

And the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them, 

but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They 

stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his 

head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

They spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped 

him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian  named Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha — which means Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed 

with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink.  

After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him 

there. And they placed over his head the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. 

Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those passing by reviled him, 

shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are 

the Son of God, and come down from the cross!” 

Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. So 

he is the king of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusted in God; let him 

deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

The revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same way. 

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried 

out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Some of the bystanders who heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” 

Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. But 

the rest said, ‘Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were 

opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his 

resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 

The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake 

and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly, this was the Son of God!” 



A Letter from Fr. Pablo Bonell1o 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

When I see our roads and the outdoor life, it comes to my heart the words of Prophet Zechariah: Be silent all 

flesh, before the Lord! (Zac 2:23) 

The Mystery of Evil and God 

Be silent! We are before mysteries: The Mystery of God and the mystery of evil. We say “mystery”, because 

we have no words to say before death, sufferings, and pandemic; people who are in difficult moments, and not 

only because of their health, but also because of their finances, many have lost their jobs, (even in our rectory!) 

Anxieties and fears; loneliness and uncertainties about the future, and so on.  

And God? Why does He permit all this? We hear many responses: the unbeliever responds to the mystery of 

evil by eliminating God: the unbeliever kills God and keeps evil: he does not resolve the mystery. Another  

person will say “O no, it is not God! it is mother nature!” – as if the universe were a person! And he does not 

realize that he is saying that God is overcome by evil!  

We have to respond with the word of God: God did not create death, nor does He rejoice in the destruction of 

the living (Book of Wisdom 1: 13). And in the next chapter: for God created man for incorruption and made 

him in the image of his own eternity, but through the devil’s envy death entered the world (Wisdom 2: 23-24).  

Thus death does not come from God: it is a privation caused by the fallen angel, who deprived us from a good 

that was destined to us by God: Satan killed the life of God in our first parents; and he killed the human life 

that we were given by God. That’s why Jesus calls Satan “The murderer”: “He was a murderer from the       

beginning (Jn 8:44), and in the Parable of the Good Shepherd, Jesus calls Satan “The Thief”: The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy” (Jn 10: 10). 

The Mystery of God and Evil 

And we ask ourselves, but why didn’t God stop Satan? If He is more powerful, if He is God, why He didn’t 

prevent us from these evils? It could be a punishment? We could say that. We find in the Bible that God     

punishes through pests. If it is true that sin offends God, then it could be understandable that He punishes sin, 

but not because He enjoys in doing that. He punishes to correct us; to make us think things over; to make us 

change the direction of our lives. 

Yes, we could say that. I guess. Why did He permit evil? The answer comes from St. Thomas Aquinas, who is 

laconic: “because of a hidden reason: God permits Satan to deceive men according to the hidden motive of his 

judgments” [secundum occultam rationem iudiciorum suorum] (III, 49 a 2 ad 3). Thus the last answer is our 

silence. We are before the mystery of evil. God knows why. We don’t. He knows the meaning of all that is 

happening.  

He knows that at the end of the day life will triumph over death: and He sent a Sign: His Son. He couldn’t die 

as God, then He became man, and He did suffer; and He was innocent; He was innocent and was punished by 

the guilty ones, as the Liturgy of the Church prays in today’s preface. He didn’t hesitate to endure the torments 

of the Cross the Church says on Good Friday (Prayer Over the People). And He will rise, showing us our last 

destiny: eternal glory for our spirits and bodies as well, and we shall sing with Saint Paul: “O death, where is 

your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor 15:55). 

 

Dear Parishioners, I know how hard to explain the mysteries we are talking about are; however, I find that 

moving our thoughts in this direction will give us light to see the mystery (not to understand it) and grace for 

suffering with patience. I wish you all a happy Easter: we reflected on the mystery of evil; but we must not   

forget: God permits all these sufferings for something good; that’s why we are optimistic, even though we are 

to endure this pandemic: we know that God will transform difficulties into blessings because “He is not God of 

the dead, but of the living; for to him all are alive”, our Lord says (Lk 20: 38)  

Watch Fr. Kevin’s Mass forf the 5th Sunday of Lent 

Go to https://youtu.be/aFDjXlH59Dc  

https://youtu.be/aFDjXlH59Dc

