
CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 
WILLISTON PARK 

December 1, 2019  



We invite 

everyone to 

walk with 

Jesus  

and 

experience 

His 

healing 

power and 

love 
 

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held on the 1st 
Sunday and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  
Contact the Rectory office ext. 9101 
Tuesday-Friday between the hours 
of 10:00 AM-3:00 PM. 
 
Baptism Class For New Parents 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday 
of each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
Marriage 
Arrangements are to be made at 
the Rectory office at least 9 months 
in advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
Anointing & Communion 
The anointing of the sick takes 
place after the 12:00 PM Mass on 

the 4th Sunday of each month. 
Anyone who is homebound may 
receive Holy Communion at home 
on a regular basis.  Call the rectory - 
ext. 9101. 
 
Confession / Reconciliation 
Reconciliation is celebrated every 
Saturday from 12:30-1:30 PM and 
4:00-5:00 PM in the church or by 
appointment with a priest. 
 
Adoration 
First and third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
Pastoral Council Members 
Cathy Frischmann, Bonnie Parente, 
Mary Ellen Testa, Suellen Peterson, 
Jackie McHugh, Robert Rynkar, 
Joseph Arralde, Dominic Macedo  
 
PARISH E-MAILS 
Sign up to receive e-mails 
www.staidanparish.org. 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585     

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

 

Rectory Office Hours 

Monday to Friday  

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday & Sunday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Ken Grooms 

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

 

In Residence  

Rev. Edward Sheridan 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

Rev. Rudy Martin  ext. 9412  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 9202, 9203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 9302, 9303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 9404, 9405  

Director  ext. 9406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry  

Coordinator   ext. 9403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 9130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

ext. 9410, 9408   

 

Buildings & Grounds  ext. 9107  



FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 
 
 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 2, 2019  ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ed   6:30 AM     Roberto Antonio Rubio (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM      James & Annie Cahill & Family 
 Fr. Solomon    12:30 PM       Chris Benson 
  Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM        Lv. Ints. of Linda & Ken Inglima 
 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 3, 2019  ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 
       Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM    Matthew Ryan Martin 
  Fr. Solomon   9:00 AM      Alfio Zappala (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Ken             12:30 PM  Anne Eckhoff 
 Fr. Ken   5:30 PM  Diane Holbrook 
 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 4, 2019 ST. JOHN DAMASCENE,  
      PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
  Fr. Ed         6:30 AM    Lv. Ints. of Anthony Palumbo 
  Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM   John Naughton (1st  Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Ken       12:30  PM     Nunzio Santangelo 
 Fr. Ken         5:30  PM     Patrick Hogan (Birthday Rem.) 
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 5, 2019  ADVENT WEEKDAY 
  Fr. Ken   6:30 AM     Sean & Sheila Flynn 
  Fr. Ken   9:00 AM     Joanne Kempton (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
   Fr, Adrian  12:30 PM Kathleen & Jack Durcan (Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Adrian       5:30 PM      Dominick DelVecchio (38TH Anniversary Rem.) 
   
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 6, 2019  ST. NICHOLAS, BISHOP 
  Fr. Solomon   6:30 AM      Lv. Ints. of Phillip Washburn 
  Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Rose DeStefano 
  Fr. Adrian  12:30 PM    Barbara O’Mahoney (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Adrian          5:30 PM     Gabriel A. Santucci 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019  ST. AMBROSE,  
       BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
  Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM          Mary Ryan & Ann Benn (Birthday Rem.) 
  Fr. Adrian  5:00 PM         Charles T. W. Oliver (25th Anniversary Rem.) 
       John Kennedy (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
       Anne  Tully 
       Deborah Masterson 
       Lv. & Dcd.  Mbrs. of the Wynne  
         & Hoolahan Families  
  Fr. Ken   7:30 PM       Art Russell 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 8, 2019  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  Fr. Adrian  7:30 AM    Thresiamma Neroth (6th Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Ken   9:00 AM       Parishioners of St. Aidan 
  Fr. Solomon  10:30 AM     In Honor of the Blessed Mother 
  Fr. Ed     12:00 PM    Eve Mignardi 
       John Patrick Mulrooney 
       Mary Going 
       Vincent Inzerillo 
       Christopher M. Hane, Sr. 
          Fr. Solomon  5:00 PM    James Markham 

STEWARDSHIP 
PRAYER 

 
Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, 
 

I come to You in 
Thanksgiving, 

knowing that all 
that I am and all 
that I have are 
gifts from You.  

 
Teach me to be 
generous as You 

have been 
generous with 

me.  
 

I offer to You 
this day all the 

facets of my life, 
whether at 

home, at work or 
at school - to be 
patient, to be 
meciful, to be 

generous and to 
be holy. 

 
Keep me mindful 

that as Your 
disciple, I am 
called through 
the Holy Spirit, 

to be an 
instrument of 

dramatic 
missionary 

growth, radically 
faithful to 

participation in 
the Sunday Mass, 
deeply devoted 
to the presence 

of Jesus Christ in 
the Holy 

Eucharist, and 
courageous in 

living the truths 
of our Faith and 

sharing the 
“Good News" 

with the world. 
 

Make us One 
Family in Mission 
so that together, 

we may ignite 
our Church with 
the joy of the 
Gospel.  Amen 



Well, the turkey is done — except for 

leftovers — and although Christmas is 

still a few weeks away - the trees, the lights, the 

music and all the rest puts us in a different frame of 

mind. There's something about this time of the year 

that changes our whole disposition. 

For after the leaves have fallen and the world 

becomes desolate and cold, we need Advent’s 

promise for a new beginning, a promise that life can 

be different.  It’s not like the renewal of spring, 

when that which is dead springs back to life, but an 

almost magical world appears around us, full of 

flying reindeer, elves, snowmen, gifts and Santa. It's 

reflected in the carols, the traditions and the stories.  

That's what makes this time of the year so exciting 

and welcome. 

 As Christians we turn to Bethlehem to find the One 

who is the symbol of new hope and new life for us.  

Advent is our sign-post, pointing the way to Him, to 

a new kingdom, a new world, a better future.  We 

are reminded not to let the shopping, and 

decorating, and baking, and all the hassles and 

everything else crowd Him out.  Jesus is Emmanuel, 

‘God with us.’ He first came where we didn't expect 

to find him at all - in a stable in Bethlehem.  And 

today He is found where people are still hurting, 

lonely, desperate — wherever life is out of control.  

It’s at times like these that He is most needed, when 

His peace, His healing touch is longed for.   

‘Be prepared,’ He tells us, for He is ready to be born 

into all these kinds of situations.  Just as when He 

came to that mean little town of Bethlehem two 

thousand years ago — a time when the world 

seemed so dark and hopeless — so now He is 

waiting to break into your life and into this world. 

Be ready for His kingdom to come, His will to be 

done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR  
OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 
Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 
Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 
Mark Cristello 

Dennis Gilhooly 
Richard Pearles 

Maryann Katkowsky 
Sean Anderson 
Monika Baker 

Francesca Cacavale 
Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 
Jack Groothuis 
Sharon Devis 

Carol McKeon 

WE PRAY FOR OUR 
DECEASED 
Monika Baker 

 
FIRST CANDLE OF 

ADVENT MEMORIAL  
In Loving Memory of 

GABRIEL A. 
SANTUCCI 
Requested by  

Chantal Santucci 
 

BREAD & WINE 
MEMORIAL 
GABRIEL A. 
SANTUCCI 
Requested by  

His Loving Family 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 
Goal   $169,600   Pledges  $121,081   

Donors   480 
Thank you for your generous support of the 

2019 Catholic Ministries Appeal.  
Completing your 2019 pledge ensures that 
our Parish will benefit by receiving our full 

rebate.  There’s still time to make a gift. 
 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
The second collection for The Religious 

Retirement Fund will be taken December 
7/8. Many senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 

and religious order priests served for little or 
no pay. Today, religious communities often 

do not have enough savings to meet 
retirement needs. Your gift helps provide 

medications, nursing care, and more for tens 
of thousands of elderly religious. It also 

helps ensure younger members can continue 
the good works of their elders. Please be 

generous. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Saturday, December 7 at 1:30 PM 
Marissa Longo & John  Rutigliano 

 
Saturday, December 7 at 3:00 PM 

Lin An & John Sinon 
 
 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 

FIRST WEEK 
Justina Parmiter, St. Catherine of Siena,  

Franklin Square, NY 
& Mitchel Vivero, St. Brigid, Brooklyn, NY 

 
Gina Riccobono, St. Catherine of Siena,  

Franklin Square, NY 
& Peter Rice, St. Joseph, Babylon, NY 

ONLINE GIVING 
 
As an alternative to using 
weekly church collection 
envelopes you might consider 
donating online.   

 
Go to staidanparish.org.   
Click on DONATE and follow the links.   
A card will be available in the pews to put in the 
collection basket when you attend Mass.   
Thank you for supporting St. Aidan’s. 





VILLAGE OF WILLISTON PARK ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 

Mayor Paul Ehrbar and the Board of Trustees, along 

with their families, invite all residents to the annual 

Village Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. It will take 

place at 6:30 p.m. in front of the Village Hall on Sunday, 

December 8, 2019, with Santa arriving in our Williston 

Park fire trucks accompanied by our many Village 

resident volunteer firefighters.  Join us in Christmas 

songs, accompanied by local children’s groups, although 

ALL are invited to sing along. Following the tree 

lighting, Santa will arrive and then visit the Village 

streets on the fire truck. There will be hot chocolate and 

cookies when Santa arrives too! 

 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception.  This year December 8th falls on a Sunday, 

the Sunday of Advent.   The feast of the Immaculate 

Conception will therefore be celebrated on Monday, 

December 9th and is not a holy day of obligation.  

Masses are: 6:30 and 9:00 AM, 12:30, 5:30 and 7:30 PM.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

In the Church on Friday, December 6 from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

FALL 50/50 SUPER RAFFLE 

The drawing for the Fall Super 50/50 Raffle is getting 

close.  The drawing will be on December 6. Send your 

tickets in as soon as possible, you may be one of the 

lucky winners! 

 

ST. CECILIA MUSIC AWARD 

Barbara and Joe Valentine were the recipients of the 

2019 St. Cecilia Patroness of Sacred music award for 

their 40 years of service in the sacred music ministry 

and the St. Aidan Choir.   

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

on Sunday, Dec. 1st at 9:00 AM.  The Mass will be 

celebrated for Florence Conlon and Alice Gallagher. 

Please meet at 8:45 AM in the rear of the church to 

recite the Rosary.  The December meeting on December 

2nd will be the annual members only Christmas 

Party.  Anyone who still needs a ticket ($15) should 

contact Marilyn Wotruba at (516) 248-5236.  The party 

will be held in Msgr. Kirwin Hall starting at 

6:15pm.  Doors open at 6pm. 

 

COULD YOU USE SOME EXTRA CASH?  

Each year the Knights of Columbus of New York State 

conduct a Charitable and Benevolent cash raffle that 

helps fund various charities.  Among the beneficiaries of 

past such raffles are Special Olympics, St. Mary’s 

Hospital, Sisters of Life, and various Disaster Relief 

efforts.  Local beneficiaries have included both St. Aidan 

and Corpus Christi Parishes, Williston Park Volunteer 

Ambulance Service, and the Mineola Volunteer Fire 



Department, to name a few.  This year’s 

drawing is December 7th.  The Grand Prize is $ 

25,000 with a total of $ 50,000 being awarded. 

Raffle tickets will be available from K of C 

members after next weekend’s Masses at a 

cost of six for $5.  

 

COAT COLLECTION 

Keep the homeless warm this winter.  

Contribute a used winter coat or jacket to a 

soup kitchen that serves 185,000 meals a year.  

Please contact Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or 

Cathy at comayu27@ gmail.com for details.  

Help these children and adults. RSVP by 

December 1st.  

 

JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 

A happy and healthy Thanksgiving to all.  A 

few reminders to send in your Christmas Party 

money $30 made payable to JCDA by 

December 7th.  The party is December 14th.  

Kris Kringle $10 wrapped gift if you wish to 

participate.  Please wear your JCDA shirt and 

sneakers due to slippery floors at Parker 

Institute for holiday cards.  You can bring a 

shirt to change into for the Christmas Party.  If 

you are going to Build-A-Bear on December 

4th from 5:30-7:30 PM please bring $10 and wear your 

JCDA shirt.   Any questions please call Mrs. Lamere at 

(516) 972-0779.           

December 4th- Build-A-Bear at Roosevelt Field Mall 

from 5:30-7:00pm 

December 14th- Holiday Cards at Parker Institute from 

12:00-1:00pm 

December 14th- Christmas Party at Angelina’s 

(Williston Park) 1:30-5:30pm 

January 5th- Coat Drive at Finamore Parish Center from 

9:00am-12:30pm. Meeting in St. Francis room from 

12:30-1:30pm 

 

SPIRITUALITY FOR SINGLES 

The Singles Christmas Gathering & Social will be held on 

Saturday, Dec 7th at 8:30PM,at St. Aidan Parish. This 

gathering for singles will be a Christmas social. We will 

feature a guest musician for the Christmas season 

among other activities. Cost: $10.00pp Pasta & salad 

will be served, along with snacks and beverages. 

Contact: Ray (516) 561-6994 or 

spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson or daughter of a Veteran who served in 

the Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be picked up at the Williston 

Park Library or please contact Dianne Karl for the 

website to download the applications. Email dianneli@ 

optimum.net or call at 516-746-2625. Please do not 

hesitate to call if you have any questions. Note:  We 

have had scholarship winners for the last 5 years. 

 

ST. AIDAN’S CYO GIRL’ VOLLEYBALL 

Registration will take place from November 1st-

December 6th.  Girls in grade 5th-12th are welcome to 

join.  Go to the website at www.staidanscyo.org to 

register. 



10:30 AM FAMILY MASS 

 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent and the 

beginning of a new Liturgical (Church) Year!  

Please plan to join us during this wonderful 

season of anticipation as we prepare for 

Christmas.  During Advent, children are 

invited to do Acts of Kindness represented by 

the cotton balls placed in the manger to 

make a soft bed for Baby Jesus.  Visit the 

Family 

Mass Table 

in the Main 

Lobby of 

the Church 

for some 

great ideas 

on 

celebrating Advent as a family!  Be a great 

Missionary Disciple and invite a friend to 

Mass! 

The Family Mass Team is committed to 

having a Family Mass that is INSPIRING, 

INCLUSIVE, and INTERACTIVE for children and 

their families each week. 

We hope you will consider bringing up the 

Gifts during Mass on a Sunday of your 

choosing. Please use the email below to let 

us know if there is a particular week we can 

count on you! 

Stop by the Family Mass Table in the Church 

lobby for more information and a chance to 

get involved!  Don’t forget to pick up your 

issue of MagnifiKids, some coloring pages, 

and some parent information while you are 

there!  Email us at 

staidansfamilymass@gmail.com. 





 



ST. AIDAN SCHOOL 

REGISTRATION  

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Phone Number 746-6585 ext. 9202 or 9302.   

Registration of new applicants wishing to 

attend St. Aidan School in September 2020 

will take place as follows: 

 

Thursday, December 5, 2019   

Pre-Kindergarten (4 year olds)  

West Campus Building 9:00-11:00 AM 

Re-registration of our present Nursery 

students returning for Pre-K will be completed 

through the mail.  Information will be 

forwarded to you through school.  

 

Thursday, January 9, 2020   

Kindergarten and Grade 1 –  

West Campus Building 9:00-11:00 AM 

Re-registration of our present Pre-K students 

returning for Kindergarten will be completed 

through the mail.  Information will be 

forwarded to you through school. 

 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 

Grades N-3 West Campus Building and  

Grades 4-8 East Campus Building 

9:00-11:00 AM 

 
Parents who are unable to make the scheduled registration 

times, should call the office for an appointment.  Preference is 

given to those presently enrolled in our school and to students 

who have siblings in St. Aidan School.  The following items are 

required for all new applicants at registration: copies of birth 

and Baptismal certificates (will not be returned) and complete 

immunization record with signature or stamp of physician.  

There will be a non-refundable fee of $150 per family for all 

registrants.  The age cut-off date for all grades is November 30. 

This registration is an application process only.  Applications will 

be reviewed thoroughly and you will be notified as to the status 

of your child’s acceptance into our school. 

SAINT 
AIDANS 





 

Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, 

“Everything has its origin in God's love, everything is shaped by 

it, everything is directed towards it. Love is God's greatest gift 

to humanity; it is his promise and our hope.” 

 

FOOD PANTRY:      If you would 

like to donate to our food 

pantry, please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal 

hygiene items to the Sacred 

Heart Chapel in church or to the 

Parish Social Ministry office.  

 

THANKSGIVING:  On behalf of 

all the families who received 

food for their Thanksgiving 

celebration, I would like to 

thank all our parishioners,  the 

Boy/Girl Scouts, the JCDA, the 

prayer groups, the Junior 

League of Long Island, St. 

Francis Food Pantry of 

Manhattan, the students who 

attend St. Aidan’s School and 

the religious education program 

for their kindness, generosity 

and thoughtfulness that went 

into the baskets and boxes of 

food.  It was absolutely perfect!   

God bless you and your families 

for taking time to help.  

 

Items Needed: toothpaste, 

baby wipes, Clorox wipes 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish 

Social Ministry office hours are:  

Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-3:00 

PM.  Please use the Finamore 

Parish Center entrance (across 

from the church on Willis 

Avenue).     

 



 
 
 
 
 
$100 MEMORIALS 
_____ (2)  Column Wreaths   ____Left _____Right 
_____ (4)  Choir Wreaths 
_____ (8)  Window Memorials-Each window in the church will receive 2 mini  
 Alberta Spruce trees and a “9” flameless candle in the center (trees may be taken home 
 for planting after decorations are removed from the church-candle belongs to the 
 church.) 

 
$200 MEMORIALS 
_____ Upper School 
_____ Lower School 
_____ Finamore Parish Center 
_____ Gymnasium 
_____ Evergreen Roping 
 
 
$300 MEMORIALS 
(1) Tabernacle Trees                                        _____ Left _____Right 
(2) Large Wreaths Outside Front of Church  _____Right  _____Center 
(1)  Sanctuary Wreaths    _____Right 
 
 
$350 MEMORIALS 
_____ Sanctuary Tree      _____Right 
 
 
Please complete this form and send to the Rectory office with payment.  Make checks payable 
to: Church of St. Aidan.  For information call (516) 746-6585 x9101. 
 
 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
FROM:  NAME___________________ TELEPHONE________________ E-MAIL_______________________ 
 
Donations will be published in the bulletin      ____ Yes      ____No  
 
Amount Enclosed  $________ ____Cash ____Check #  

Church of St. Aidan Christmas Memorials 







Catechist Needed!  A catechist is 

needed for a grade 8 class that meets on 

Tuesdays from 7:15 to 8:30 PM.  If you 

can help, please call us at (516) 746-

6585 x9405. 

 

SUBSTITUTE CATECHISTS/

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Please 

consider serving the children of our 

parish as a volunteer for 2019-2020 

school year.  We always have a great 

need for substitute catechists, greeters, 

hall monitors, and office assistants.  We 

have a particular need for substitute 

catechists on Tuesday and Wednesday 

nights at 7:15 PM.  If you can spare a 

little time, love spreading the Catholic 

Faith, and enjoy working with children, 

this is a perfect opportunity for you to 

get involved in the Faith Formation 

program.  Please contact the Faith 

Formation Office for more information.  

 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:  The Faith 

Formation Office is open Mondays 

through Thursdays from 1:30 to 6:30 

PM and Fridays by appointment.  

 

DROP BOX:  The Faith Formation Office 

has a Drop  

Box for your convenience.  

Registrations, Outstanding Assignments, 

and any other Paperwork may be 

dropped into the box at anytime.  The 

Drop Box is located to the left of the 

Finamore Parish Center Door directly 

across the street from the church.   

 

THE MULTI-SENSORY THURSDAY 

PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN WITH 

CHALLENGES is looking for students in 

grade 8 and high school to serve as 

Student Aides on Thursday afternoons.  

You would assist catechists to support 

the learning process, provide additional 

supervision, and be role models for the 

students.  If you are looking for a great 

service opportunity for the 2019-2020 

school year working with children, this 

is the job for you!  We provide service 

hour documentation and letters of 

recommendation for college, 

scholarships, awards, and jobs.  Please 

call the Faith Formation Office at (516) 

746-6585 x9406 for more information. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:  Grade 7 and 

8 Confirmation candidates can work on 

their 2019-2020 service hours by 

volunteering at the weekly Family Mass 

on Sundays at 10:30AM. PRE-

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Sign up 

lists with instructions are on the bulletin 

board outside the Faith Formation Office 

or call (516) 746-6585 x9405 to 

register.  Student volunteers 

must be in church by 10:10 

AM.  Be sure to follow the 

Dress Code for Mass!  

Assisting at the Family Mass 

counts toward the Catholic 

Setting service hours 

required in grade 8. 

 

ATTENTION GRADE 2 

PARENTS:  A First 

Reconciliation Parents’ 

Meeting will be held on 

Monday December 2nd for 

grade 2 parents at 7:30 PM 

in the Upper School 

Cafeteria.  Please use the 

Cafeteria Entrance located in the back 

parking of the upper school.  (This 

meeting is a repeat of last week’s 

meeting.) 

 

ATTENTION GRADES 4 AND 5 

PARENTS:  Please join us at the 10:30 

AM Family Mass on Sunday, December 

15th for a grade level Mass.  A reception 

will follow immediately after Mass in 

Msgr. Kirwin Hall for all 4th and 5th 

grade children and their families.  Yes, 

there will be door prizes! 

 

THERE ARE NO CLASSES ON MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 9TH IN OBSERVANCE OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION; 

HOWEVER THE FAITH FORMATION 

OFFICE IS OPEN.  ALTHOUGH THE 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACTULATE 

CONCEPTION IS NOT A HOLY DAY OF 

OBLIGATION THIS YEAR, PLEASE 

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND 

MASS. 



PROMISE TO PROTECT/PLEDGE TO HEAL 

If you have been abused or victimized by someone 

representing the Catholic Church, please believe in the 

possibility for hope and help and healing.  We encourage you 

to come forward and speak out.  Every arch/diocese/

eparchy in the United States now has a victim assistance 

coordinator who is available to obtain support for your 

needs, to help you make a formal complaint of abuse to the 

arch/diocese/eparchy, and to arrange a personal meeting 

with the bishop or his representative, if you desire.  The 

victim assistance coordinator for your arch/diocese/

eparchy is Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director at (516) 594-

9063. All volunteers 16 and over must be background 

checked,  and all volunteers 18 and over must attend the 

Virtus class. 

 

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?-Birthright, Inc. 24 hour hotline  

1 (800) 550-4900.  Wantagh (516) 785-4070; Hampton 

Bays (631) 728-8900; Islip (631) 277-3888; Southhold 

(631) 876-5138 or Rocky Point (631) 821-9727. 

 

PROJECT RACHEL HOPE AFTER ABORTION– Do you know 

someone who is suffering abortion loss?  Project Rachel is a 

ministry about finding hope and healing after abortion.  For 

information call (516) 766-2538 or projectrachel @drvc.org. 

 

WORLDWIDE  MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

"May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to 

the endurance of Christ." Embrace the love of God in your 

marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend. The next Weekends are January 31-February 2, 

2020 in Huntington, NY and May 1-3, 2020 in Huntington, 

NY. For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 877-697

-9963 or visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/.resume to 

parishsecretary1@gmail.com 

 

 

ST. JAMES CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR, SETAUKET,  

Vendors are needed for the Christmas Fair on Saturday, 

December 7th.  $100 registration fee per table.  Merchandise 

must be in new condition. All proceeds from the rental goes 

to support the many programs, services and ministries 

offered at St. James Church.  For information please contact 

Megan Peters or Father Jerry Cestare at (631) 941-4141. 

 

MERCY MEDICAL CENTER 

We are happy to report that the bus trip to the Wind Creek 

Bethlehem (formerly Sands) Casino Bethlehem, PA, hosted 

by Mercy Medical 

Center Council of 

Leagues on Tuesday, 

November 26, 2019 has 

been filled.  

 

ST. FAUSTINA MOVIE 

The Movie Love and 

Mercy, Faustina will be 

shown at various 

locations on December 

2nd.  For information 

on movie locations and 

times go  to www.  

Fathom events .com / 

events/ faustina-love-

mercy 

 

TUESDAY 

HOLIDAY 

LUNCHEON 

Tuesday, 

12:30 PM, 

December 

17th, 2019, 

sponsored by 

the St. 

Aloysius 

Sociables of 

Great Neck, at 

the Milleridge 

Inn, 585 

North 

Broadway, 

Jericho, N.Y. 

Cost: Price of 

your meal. 



Today we begin the season of 

Advent, a time of preparation and 

remembrance. Our preparation is 

for the "King of kings" that we 

celebrate today, hoping and 

expecting that He will come into our hearts and homes on Christmas 

day with all the peace and joy that only a loving God and Savior could 

bring. The remembrance is of the time He came to earth 2000 years 

ago as an infant to begin the Christian era with the divine gift of 

salvation which He holds out to all who are willing to commit 

themselves to His way of living.  

 

In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (2:1-5), we hear the 

prophet in the early part of the 8th century BC extolling the future 

blessings of greatness for Jerusalem which was about to be destroyed 

by the Assyrians. Jerusalem was looked upon by the Jews as the center 

of the world, and the Lord's seat of presence and power rested there. 

Now it was about to be destroyed, but a new day would come and it 

would again shine with eternal light. Isaiah's purpose was to get the 

people to prepare for that time now, to return to the Lord now, and not 

wait another minute. We must do the same and for the same reasons.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm, (122:1- 9) takes up the same theme, but at a 

time much later when the Israelites were returning from their exile in 

Babylon. They finally got the message that Isaiah had preached earlier. 

They were now returning to Jerusalem and were realizing a dream that 

had eluded them for over 50 years.  

 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans (13:11- 14). 

There we hear Paul exhort the early Christians to prepare for the 

coming of the Lord. This "Letter" was written during a very difficult 

time for the early Christians, much like the Jews of Isaiah's time. 

Conditions were much the same except that this time it was the 

Romans who were about to destroy Jerusalem. Paul counsels the 

Christians to be ready to suffer, if necessary, for their faith and their 

God.  

 

In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (24:37- 44), we hear 

what is often referred to as the "little apocalypse" or Jesus’ prediction 

of the destruction of Jerusalem 40 years later in 70 AD. Here, as in St. 

Paul's letter above, the early Christians are counseled to pray and 

prepare for what will seem to them to be the “end of the world.” 

However, for those who are living according to the teachings of Jesus 

Christ, the end of this world is only the beginning of heaven.  

 

The readings at the end of Ordinary Time (last Sunday) and the first 

part of Advent (today) are full of what appears to be gloom and doom; 

but they are only reminders that this life, this world, is only temporary.  

We should be looking to the future, to the New Jerusalem in heaven. 

That doesn't mean that we should not enjoy life here on earth, but it 

does mean that we should be prepared because "we know not the day 

Victories for Americans' First 

Freedom are happening 

nationwide, with people of faith 

reclaiming their most cherished 

and fundamental God-given 

liberty.  Recent court decisions 

set important precedents to 

protect religious rights for 

students and for faith-based adoption agencies. 

 

Iowa - In 2018, the University of Iowa banned 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and several other 

religious groups from the school because they 

require their leaders to ascribe to its Christian 

beliefs.  Still, InterVarsity does allow all students to 

be members.  A Federal Court judge ruled in October, 

2019, that university officials had "violated 

InterVarsity's clearly established (constitutional) 

right to free speech…  “The Court does not know how 

a reasonable person could have concluded this was 

acceptable..."  She ruled these officials can be held 

personally liable and forced to pay damages out of 

their own pockets because they failed to follow an 

earlier ruling in support of InterVarsity. 

 

"We must have leaders who share our faith," said an 

InterVarsity director.  "No group - religious or secular 

- could survive with leaders who reject its 

values."  Would it make sense to force College 

Democrats to allow a Republican to lead the 

organization? Must the Libertarians admit 

Democratic Socialists to leadership positions?  Of 

course not. 

 

Michigan - In September, a federal court ruled in 

favor of a faith-based adoption agency and in support 

of parents of 5 foster children with special needs. The 

court said, "the State's real goal is not to promote non

-discriminatory child placements, but to stamp out St. 

Vincent's (Catholic Charities) religious belief and 

replace it with the State's own." 

 

St. Vincent's was one of Michigan's most successful 

adoption and foster agencies.  It upholds Catholic 

teaching about marriage and therefore, referred 

same-sex and unmarried couples to agencies that 

have no objection to providing them adoption and 

foster services. In 2019, a new attorney general 

began a policy targeting faith-based agencies because 

of their beliefs about same-sex marriage.  She 

implemented a requirement that religious agencies 

provide recommendations and endorsement of same-

sex couples and she banned religious agencies from 

making referrals. 



or the hour." However, our preparation 

should take the form of an inventory of 

our spiritual walk with our God in Jesus 

Christ. "Are we walking in His 

footprints?" Something to think about 

during your Prayer Time this week!   

 

 

 The Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception is transferred to 

Monday, December 9th and is not a 

holy day of obligation this year. The 

Sunday evening Masses on 

December 8th are for the 2nd 

Sunday of Advent, NOT vigils for the 

Immaculate Conception.  

 The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother 

of God (January 1, 2019), falls on a 

Wednesday and is a holy day of 

obligation this year.  

 The Sunday after Christmas 

(December 29) is the Feast of the 

Holy Family.  

 The Solemnity of the Epiphany will 

be celebrated on Sunday, January 5, 

2020.  

 

Of the early Sacramentaries, three stand 

out as the earliest and most complete. 

They are called the Leonine, Gelasian, 

and Gregorian Sacramentaries, named 

for three popes, St. Leo [440-61], 

Gelasius [492-6], and St. Gregory the 

Great [590-604].  There is little evidence 

of exactly what each contributed, 

especially Gelasius, but St. Leo may have 

composed some of the Leonine 

Sacramentary, and the Gregorian 

Sacramentary almost certainly contains 

some material from St. Gregory himself. 

The Leonine Sacramentary, is the oldest 

of the three. The Sacramentary had been 

preceded by small books containing the 

formularies for parts of the Mass for the 

Church in a particular diocese or 

locality, but not the Canon which was 

fixed, the readings, or the sung parts. 

These books were transitional between 

extempore celebrations and the fixed 

formularies of the Sacramentary. None 

are known to have survived, but we are 

sure they existed because of other 

references to them, particularly through 

the Leonine Sacramentary which uses 

their format.  The Gelasian 

Sacramentary is the oldest Roman Mass 

book in the proper sense of the term. It 

is far more complete than the Leonine, 

and has the feasts arranged according to 

the Ecclesiastical Year. It also contains 

the Canon and several votive Masses. 

The oldest traces of it known date from 

the 8th century and contains some 

Gallican material, more of which we will 

see later. 

 

St. Gregory the Great was Pope from 590 

until 604. He had a major impact on the 

Church, and instituted many important 

reforms including many for the liturgy. 

He gathered the Sacramentary of 

Gelasius into a single book, edited out 

some, but changed little. What we now 

know as The Gregorian Sacramentary 

cannot be ascribed totally to the Pope 

himself, but it is certainly based upon 

his reform of the liturgy and includes 

some material he wrote. His reform was 

careful to remain faithful to the tradition 

handed down over time, but he 

simplified and organized the existing 

rite. He reduced the variable prayers to 

three (Collect, Secret, and Prayer after 

Communion) and limited the variations 

of the Canon, prefaces, and other 

prayers. The order of the Mass he 

established with his sacramentary 

remained very little changed for a 

thousand years. It is very close to the 

Missal of St. Pius, from 1570.  All this 

development was fine but not universal 

because until the 8th century much of 

the Western, or Roman, Church did not 

conform to the concept that the formal 

rites follow those of the patriarchate as 

opposed to the practice in the Eastern 

Church centers, where it did. Certainly 

the Bishop of Rome was accepted as 

Patriarch of all the West but the 

Western Churches did not all follow his 

rite. Until the 8th century, his liturgy 

was the local rite of the city of Rome 

only. It was not even universally used 

throughout the Italian peninsula, let 

alone in the farther regions of the 

Empire beyond the Alps all of which 

developed rites of their own. They did 

all share Latin as the liturgical language 

but, except for Rome, they are now 

grouped together in what is termed the 

Gallician family of liturgies, because they 

differ from Rome, but share some 

similarities among themselves. Most of 

what we know about them is from Gaul 

(France), with some variations known 

from what is now Spain, Britain, parts of 

Italy and elsewhere. The consensus of 

opinion is that this family of liturgies 

originated in the east, possibly in 

Antioch, and migrated to Milan, which 

was then the See of northern Italy, the 

second most important diocese in the 

west. Besides its liturgical impact on the 

western Church, Milan was the See of St. 

Ambrose, one of the original four 

Doctors of the Church and the instructor 

of St. Augustine, both of whom had 

major impacts on western Christianity 

and, especially St. Augustine, on western 

though in general. Much of the Canon of 

the Mass, the firm rule according to 

which the Sacrifice of the New 

Testament is to be celebrated, dates 

from at least this period. Towards the 

end of the fourth century St. Ambrose, in 

a collection of instructions for the newly 

baptized entitled De Sacramentis, 

quotes the central part of the Canon 

which is substantially identical with, but 

somewhat shorter than, the respective 

prayers of the Roman Canon. This 

proves beyond doubt that the core of 

our Canon, from the prayer before the 

Consecration, including the sacrificial 

prayer after the consecration, was in 

existence by the end of the fourth 

century. 




