
CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 

The Baptism of the Lord—January 12, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to 

walk with 

Jesus  

and 

experience 

His 

healing 

power and 

love 
 

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held on the 1st 
Sunday and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  
Contact the Rectory office ext. 101 
Tuesday-Friday between the hours 
of 10:00 AM-3:00 PM. 
 
Baptism Class For New Parents 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday 
of each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
Marriage 
Arrangements are to be made at 
the Rectory office at least 9 months 
in advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
Anointing & Communion 
The anointing of the sick takes 
place after the 12:00 PM Mass on 

the 4th Sunday of each month. 
Anyone who is homebound may 
receive Holy Communion at home 
on a regular basis.  Call the rectory - 
ext. 101. 
 
Confession / Reconciliation 
Reconciliation is celebrated every 
Saturday from 12:30-1:30 PM and 
4:00-5:00 PM in the church or by 
appointment with a priest. 
 
Adoration 
First and third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
Pastoral Council Members 
Cathy Frischmann, Bonnie Parente, 
Mary Ellen Testa, Suellen Peterson, 
Jackie McHugh, Robert Rynkar, 
Joseph Arralde, Dominic Macedo  
 
PARISH E-MAILS 
Sign up to receive e-mails 
www.staidanparish.org. 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585     

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

 

Rectory Office Hours 

Monday to Friday  

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday & Sunday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Ken Grooms 

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

 

In Residence  

Rev. Edward Sheridan 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

Rev. Rudy Martin  ext. 412  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry  

Coordinator   ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

ext. 410, 408   

 

Buildings & Grounds  ext. 107  



FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
MONDAY,  JANUARY 13  WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ed  6:30 AM     Mose Cerulli 
 Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM     Lv. Ints. of Joan Aragona 
 Fr. Patrick 12:30 PM       In Thanksgiving to St. Therese 
 Fr. Patrick 5:30 PM        James J. Robinson (Birthday Rem.) 
   
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14  WEEKDAY 
       Fr. Patrick 6:30 AM    Lv. Ints. of Monika Lee Williams  
       & Family 
 Fr. Patrick 9:00 AM      Helen Sullivan 
 Fr. Ken 12:30 PM  Lv. Ints. of Mathew & Mary  
 Fr. Ken  5:30 PM  Theresa Kim 
 
WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 15 WEEKDAY    
 Fr. Ed    6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Teresa Min & Family 
 Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM   Pasquale F. DeChiaro 
 Fr. Ken 12:30  PM     Mary Wagner 
 Fr. Ken  5:30  PM     Dorothy Auer 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 16 WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ken 6:30 AM     Alice Han (Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM     Frank Rizzello 
  Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Kay McAllister 
 Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM      Christopher M. Hane, Sr. (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
   
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 17  ST. ANTHONY ABBOT 
 Fr. Patrick 6:30 AM      Virginia Starkes (2nd  Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Patrick 9:00 AM Anna Marie Fairchild (Birthday Rem.) 
 Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM    Luigi Gino Chiesa (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Adrian   5:30 PM     Peter Paternostro (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Patrick 9:00 AM    Vicky Mejia (9th Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Ken 5:00 PM       Florence Simblett (Anniversary Rem.) 
     Philip Amico 
     Lisa Margaritis 
     Loretta Arnold 
     Dolores Rocco  
 Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM       Eileen Flynn 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 19  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM    Parishioners of St. Aidan 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM       Adam Deal (12th Anniversary Rem.) 
 Fr. Patrick 10:30 AM     Eleanor Rossi (Birthday Rem.) 
 Fr. Ken 12:00 PM    Donna  Meyers 
     Terry Scheets 
     Daniel & Sheila O’Brien 
     Ruth M. Daliendo 
     Elaine Oliveri   
          Fr. Patrick 5:00 PM    Giovanna Simone 



Someone once teased that most 

everyone goes to church at least three 

times - when they’re hatched, matched, 

and dispatched. Well, today we focus on the "hatched" 

stage of life: Baptism.  

Matthew begins his gospel with a baptism— and he 

ends his gospel with Jesus’ command to, ‘Go into all the 

world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe everything that I have commanded 

you.’  Something about hearing holy words said over 

someone that hushes even our most unholy moments. 

Today Jesus presents himself for baptism. He’s about 

thirty years old. That’s older than most who come to 

baptism. But maybe there was an important reason for 

the older age. According to one scholar, in Israel, 

anyone entering into public office did so at age thirty. 

Maybe he’s been of late taking long walks away from 

the carpenter shop; he’s praying, opening his soul and 

listening deeply to his life and to what the Father is 

saying. And then on one of these walks, he knows. He 

just knows that the compass in his soul has just turned 

in a new direction and that baptism will mark this new 

change. So he heads for the river. 

What brings people to baptism today? When parents 

bring their infants they want God to bless their little 

one with a long and safe life shielded from harm’s way. 

It’s a moment to thank God for this new life,  time to 

enjoy a newborn with friends and to celebrate.  But the 

Spirit moves in many different ways. Sometimes the 

Spirit moves parents in a completely different 

direction. It begins back in the delivery room. Dad is 

holding that six and a half pounder that beats anything 

he’s ever caught before. The couple is close together 

sharing intimate joy and tears. And then from deep 

inside they just know what to do next. They head for 

the church with their baby. And when that baby is 

baptized and promises are made, somewhere unseen a 

dad and mom renew their own baptisms and make 

new promises to nurture their child in God’s way and 

with God’s loving community. 

God continues to stir hearts.  Those sacred words again 

hush even the cynics to holy silence: ‘I baptize you in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.’   

You have your own stories, don’t you? We don’t know 

what circumstances brought Jesus to the river Jordan 

to be baptized on the particular day that Matthew 

writes about. All we can say is that one day, he just 

folds his carpenter’s apron and lays it on a table, puts 

his tools away and walks out the door. Keeps walking 

all the way to the river and beyond baptism, into a new 

life, a mission to do God’s will. 

And so in our baptism, the Spirit impels us and leads us 

into the ministry of doing God’s work in the world.  

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR  
OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 
Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 
Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 
Mark Cristello 
Richard Pearles 

Maryann Katkowsky 
Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 
Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 
Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 
Jack Groothuis 
Sharon Devis 

Virginia Fallon 
Kathleen Donnelly 

Carol McKeon 
Frank Keenan 
John Corcoran 
Anthony Rollo 
Agnes Chun 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR  
OUR DECEASED 

Christopher Werbkay  
Frank Galalas 

      William Troy   
Eileen Breen 

Joseph Gadaleta 
Jean Thomas 
Paul Berner   

STEWARDSHIP 
Many thanks to all parishioners who 
completed one of our commitment 

cards a few weeks ago in response to 
our Parish Stewardship Appeal. Your 

response of prayers and financial 
support is greatly appreciated and 
will help the parish achieve our 
goals. If you have not had an 

opportunity to complete a card, you 
should have received a letter that was 

mailed to your homes recently that 
will allow you to pray and discuss as 
a family on how you wish to respond. 

At this time I simply ask that you 
reflect on your current sacrificial 

giving and if you are able to increase 
either your weekly or monthly 

amount, that your gifts will be used 
towards our parish initiatives.  
WE would love to hear from 

everyone. If there is something that 
you need from the parish, please 

contact the parish office as I 
envisioned that this program will 

bring our parish community closer 
together.  I thank you all for all the 

sacrifices that you make for St Aidan 
Parish and I will continue to keep 

you and your families in my prayers  
Fr. Adrian 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

34 parishioners are currently using 
Online Giving.   

Go to staidanparish.org.  
Click on DONATE. 

 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
12/25/18 - $136,297       
12/25/19 - $142,742  

(+4.73%) 
 

STEWARDSHIP 12/29 
12/30/18 - $23,704      
12/29/19 - $24,850   

(+4.83%) 
 

MARY MOTHER OF GOD 
01/01/19 - $11,643      
01/01/20 - $13,164    

(+13.06%) 
 

STEWARDSHIP 01/05 
01/06/19 $28,219       
01/05/20 $38,497     

(+36.42%) 
 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 
Goal   $169,600   Pledges  $130,800     
Donors   493.  Thank you for your 

generous support.  Completing your 
2019 pledge ensures that our Parish 
will benefit by receiving full rebate.   

 
THANK YOU 

Dear St. Aidan families, 
I just want to thank all of you for 
your prayers, moral support and 

generosity given to me, my daughter 
and my sister’s family  during this 

most tragic time.  
Words cannot describe how grateful 

we are for all the help.  
From Barbara,  

The Crossing Guard 

INCOME TAX  DONATION LETTER 
 

If you need an income tax statement for your 2019 Stewardship donations to the parish, 
please call the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 x101 or send in or drop the tear-off into 
the collection basket and a statement will be sent out in the mail. 
              
Name____________________________  Telephone #__________________________ 
(as it appears on your envelopes) 
  

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Envelope Number # ______________  (if you know it-not necessary) 
  
 

ANOTHER OPTION IS TO WRITE THE WORD “TAX” ON YOUR WEEKLY ENVELOPE AND 
WE WILL AUTOMATICALLY SEND OUT YOUR STATEMENT. 





EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, January 17the from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

BLD GROUP COMMUNITY PRAISE & 

WORSHIP 

Friday, January 17th at 7:15 PM 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, January 18, at 11:00 AM and 1:30 PM 

 

2020 BETHANY RETREAT 

The St. Aidan’s 2020 Bethany Retreat will be here 

before you know  it.  If you have not attended before 

this could be the year that Jesus is calling you.  The 

retreat is run by parishioners for parishioners.  So 

mark your calendars for March 20th and 21st. 

 

CYO MEETING 

CYO meeting will be held on Monday, January 13, 

2020 at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room in 

Finnamore Parish Center. New volunteers are always 

needed to assist in the administration of  

our youth sports programs.  All are welcome. For 

further information please contact Kevin Kiley at 

(516) 294-4463 after 8:00 PM or email at 

kiley@optonline.net. 

 

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION 

St. Aidan’s is looking to expand its Ministry of 

Consolation, and we need your help!  If you have free 

time in the mornings and think God may be calling 

you to this important ministry, please contact  Ro 

Cavallaro from Parish Social Ministry at (516) 746-

6585 ext. 410 or rcavallaro@ staidanparish.org.  Sr. 

Mary Alice Piil, CSJ, Director of Faith Formation for 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre, will be offering a 4-

part workshop for those in our parish interested in 

becoming a Minister of Consolation. The workshop 

will be held on four consecutive Wednesdays.  Each 

session will last two hours.  Dates: January 22, 

January 29, February 5, and February 12.  Time: 

10:00 am — 12:00 noon.  Location: Sts. Peter and 

Paul Room (across the street from the church in 

Finamore Parish Center).  Please fill in the form in 

today’s bulletin. 



YOUTH GROUP 2020 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

 January 19      Trip  

 January 26    Meeting  6:00 PM –7:30 PM 

FEBRUARY  

 February 2      NO MEETING  (SUPER BOWL) 

 February 9     Meeting  6:00 PM –7:30 PM 

 February 16   Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria  

   from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  

 February 21   Ronald McDonald House  

   Volunteering  

   3:30 PM – 6:00 PM 

 February 28   Meeting 6:00 PM–7:30 PM  

MARCH 

 March 1        Meeting   6:00 PM -7:30 PM 

 March 8        Meeting 6:00 PM –7:30 PM  

    SMORE’S COOKOUT 

 March 15    Meeting 6:00 PM –7:30 PM 

 March 22    Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria 

               from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  

 March 28     Day of Recollection   

 March 29     Easter Basket Making  

   and Drive 

Please follow the Youth Group on Instagram 

@Saint_Aidan_Youth_Group.  New Members are 

Always Welcome! For more information please 

contact Steve Loewenthal at SaintAidan YouthGroup 

@gmail.com or at (516) 410 6461. 

 

COAT COLLECTION 

Keep the homeless warm this winter.  Contribute a 

used winter coat or jacket to a soup kitchen that 

serves 185,000 meals a year.  Please contact Tecky at 

(516) 655-9755 or Cathy at comayu27@ gmail.com 

for details.  Help these children and adults. RSVP by 

February 21, 2020. 

 

FLU SEASON 

During flu season we will not distribute the chalice.  

Here are some other directives regarding liturgical 

practices during the flu season 

 During the Sign of Peace, instead of shaking hands 

or hugging, as is practiced in some parishes, it 

would be best to simply nod your head and avoid 

bodily contact. 

 When praying the Our Father, please do not hold 

hands. Simply extend your hands toward Heaven 

or fold your hands. 

 Reception of the Consecrated Host in the hands 

limits contact with saliva, thus limits the spread 

of the flu virus. 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

should wash and sanitize their hands just prior to 

distribution Holy Communion and should wash 

and sanitize them immediately after distribution.  

 If you are sick, sneezing or coughing, it would be 

best for you to stay home. You are welcome to 

take advantage of the TV Masses which are 

available on CFN and EWTN. It is not a sin to miss 

Mass on Sundays if you are ill. 

Please try to limit the spread of influenza and to save 

lives.  Please pray for all who have lost their lives as a 

result of the flu, and may we do our part to prevent 

its spread.  



10:30 AM FAMILY MASS 
Today the Church celebrates the Baptism of the 

Lord.  This is the last day of the Church’s Christmas 

season and a day for us to reflect and celebrate our 

own Baptism. 

 

Visit the Family Mass Table in the Main Lobby of the 

Church for some family materials to help link 

Sunday Mass with family life.  Be a great Missionary 

Disciple and invite a friend to Mass!  The Church of 

st. Aidan is committed to having a Family Mass that 

is INSPIRING, INCLUSIVE, and INTERACTIVE for 

children and their families each week.  We hope you 

will consider bringing up the Gifts during Mass on a 

Sunday of your choosing. Please use the email 

below to let us know if there is a particular week we 

can count on you! Stop by the Family Mass Table in 

the church lobby for more information and a chance 

to get involved!  Don’t forget to pick up your issue 

of MagnifiKids, some coloring pages, and some 

parent information while you are there! Email us at 

staidansfamilymass @gmail.com. 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson or daughter of a Veteran who served 

in the Military or is presently serving? American 

Legion Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship 

applications available. Applications can be picked up 

at the Williston Park Library or please contact Dianne 

Karl for the website to download the 

applications. Email dianneli@ optimum.net or call at 

(516) 746-2625. Please do not hesitate to call if you 

have any questions. Note:  We have had scholarship 

winners for the last 5 years. 

 

POSITIVE DISCIPLINE WORKSHOP 

Williston Park Public Library presents “Positive 

Discipline Workshop ” with  Caryn Azemoun of 

“Growing Through Coaching”  Free one hour 

workshop for parents with children up to 10 years 

old.   Let’s GROW through life together!  Date: 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020.  Time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m.  Place: Assembly Room of Village Hall.  Fee: 

None.  Sign up: At Circulation Desk 

 

2020  PROPERTY ASSESSMENT 

GRIEVANCE WORKSHOP 

Join Charles Berman, Town of North Hempstead 

Receiver of Taxes, as he presents a “Property 

Assessment Grievance Workshop”.  He will briefly 

review the assessment process, explain how to fill out 

the Grievance Application, and provide tips on filling 

out the form.  Staff members will be on hand with 

applications for your convenience.  Date: Thursday, 

January 23th, 2020.  Time: 6:30 p.m.  Place: Assembly 

Room of the Village Hall of Williston Park.  Fee: None.  

Sign-Up Now at the Circulation Desk 

 



ST. AIDAN 

SCHOOL 

REGISTRATION  
New applicants wishing to 

attend St. Aidan School in 

September 2020  

 

Thursday, February 6, 

2020 

Grades N-3  

West Campus Building and  

Grades 4-8  

East Campus Building 

9:00-11:00 AM 

Phone Number 746-6585  

ext. 202 or 302.   

 

Parents who are unable to 

make the scheduled 

registration times, should 

call the office for an 

appointment.  Preference is 

given to those presently 

enrolled in our school and to 

students who have siblings in 

St. Aidan School.  The 

following items are required 

for all new applicants at 

registration: copies of birth 

and Baptismal certificates 

(will not be returned) and 

complete immunization 

record with signature or 

stamp of physician.  There 

will be a non-refundable fee 

of $150 per family for all 

registrants.  The age cut-off 

date for all grades is 

November 30. This 

registration is an application 

process only.  Applications 

will be reviewed thoroughly 

and you will be notified as to 

the status of your child’s 

acceptance into our school. 

SAINT 

AIDANS 



 









Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's 

love, everything is shaped by it, everything is 

directed towards it. Love is God's greatest gift 

to humanity; it is his promise and our hope.” 

 

BLOOD DRIVE:  Our Winter Blood Drive will 

take place on Sunday, January 12th in Msgr. 

Kirwin Hall from 8:00 AM-2:00 PM.  Please 

consult flyer in the bulletin for more information. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Our monthly food drive took place 

last weekend. Thank you for all the donations.   If you 

would like to donate to our food pantry, please bring 

all non-perishable food/ personal hygiene items to 

the sacred heart chapel in 

church or to the Parish Social 

Ministry office.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 

the second and fourth Tuesday 

of each month at 9:45 AM in the 

Peter and Paul Room located in 

the Finamore Parish  Center to 

knit or crochet prayer shawls or 

lap blankets for our sick and 

homebound parishioners. The 

next meeting will be on Tuesday, 

January 14th.   New members 

are always welcome.  You need 

not know how to knit or crochet.  

We have talented parishioners 

who can teach you.  If you have 

any question please call Parish 

Social Ministry (516) 746-6585 

X410.    

 

Items Needed: cleaning 

products, cookies, dishwashing 

liquid, detergent, apple juice, 

snacks, toilet paper, paper 

towels and tissues 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.  Please 

use the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across 

from the church on Willis Avenue).  The office will be 

closed Monday, January 20th –Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day. 



Catechist Needed!  A catechist is needed 

for a grade 8 class that meets on Tuesdays 

from 7:15 to 8:30 PM.  If you can help, 

please call us at (516) 746-6585 x405. 

 

SUBSTITUTE CATECHISTS/VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED!  Please consider serving the 

children of our parish as a volunteer for 

2019-2020 school year.  We always have a 

great need for substitute catechists, 

greeters, hall monitors, and office assistants.  

We have a particular need for substitute 

catechists on Tuesday and Wednesday 

nights at 7:15 PM.  If you can spare a little 

time, love spreading the Catholic Faith, and 

enjoy working with children, this is a perfect 

opportunity for you to get involved in the 

Faith Formation program.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office for more 

information.  

 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:  The Faith 

Formation Office is open Mondays through 

Thursdays from 1:30 to 6:30 PM and 

Fridays by appointment.  

 

DROP BOX:  The Faith Formation Office has 

a Drop Box for your convenience.  

Registrations, Outstanding Assignments, 

and any other Paperwork may be dropped 

into the box at anytime.  The Drop Box is 

located to the left of the Finamore Parish 

Center Door directly across the street from 

the church.   

 

THE MULTI-SENSORY THURSDAY 

PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN WITH 

CHALLENGES is looking for students in 

grade 8 and high school to serve as Student 

Aides on Thursday afternoons.  You would 

 assist catechists to support the learning 

process, provide additional supervision, and 

be role models for the students.  If you are 

looking for  

a great service opportunity for the 2019-

2020 school year working with children, 

this is the job for you!  We provide service 

hour documentation and letters of 

recommendation for college, scholarships, 

awards, and jobs.  Please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516) 746-6585 x406 

for more information. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:  Grade 7 and 8 

Confirmation candidates can work on their 

2019-2020 service hours by volunteering at 

the weekly Family Mass on Sundays at 

10:30AM. PRE-REGISTRATION IS 

REQUIRED. Sign up lists with instructions 

are on the bulletin board outside the Faith 

Formation Office or call (516) 746-6585 

x405 to register.  Student volunteers must 

be in church by 10:10 AM.  Be sure to follow 

the Dress Code for Mass!  Assisting at the 

Family Mass counts toward the Catholic 

Setting service hours required in grade 8. 

 

ATTENTION GRADES 3 THROUGH 6 

PARENTS:  There will be a meeting for all 

parents whose children are in grades 3 

through 6 on Monday, January 13th at 7:30 

PM in the Upper School Cafeteria.  Please 

use the Cafeteria entrance located in the 

back parking lot of the Upper School 

Building.  The topic will be “The Bible for 

Parents.” 

 

ATTENTION GRADE 2 PARENTS:  There 

will be a Parent Meetings for First 

Communion parents on Mondays, January 

27th and February 3rd at 7:30 PM in the 

Upper School Cafeteria.  PARENTS ARE 

ASKED TO ATTEND ONLY ONE OF THESE 

MEETINGS.  Please use the Cafeteria 

entrance located in the back parking lot of 

the Upper School Building. 

 

THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED ON MONDAY, JANUARY 20TH IN 

OBSERVANCE OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING DAY. 





PROMISE TO PROTECT & PLEDGE TO 

HEAL   

If you have been abused or victimized 

by someone representing the Catholic 

Church, please believe in the possibility 

for hope and help and healing.  We 

encourage you to come forward and 

speak out.  Every arch/diocese/

eparchy in the United States now has a 

victim assistance coordinator who is 

available to obtain support for your 

needs, to help you make a formal 

complaint of abuse to the arch/

diocese/eparchy, and to arrange a 

personal meeting with the bishop or 

his representative, if you desire.  The 

victim assistance coordinator for your 

arch/diocese/eparchy is Mary 

McMahon, LCSW, Director at (516) 594

-9063. All parish volunteers 16 and 

over must be background checked,  and 

all volunteers 18 and over must attend 

the Virtus class 

 

CLOSING OF OUR LADY OF MERCY 

SCHOOL, HICKSVILLE 

We are deeply saddened by the 

announced closing of Our Lady of 

Mercy School, Hicksville. Established 

by the Sisters of Mercy nearly sixty 

years ago, this closing is a great loss to 

the students, parents, teachers, 

administrators, support staff and 

volunteers who have served the school 

so faithfully during its history. The 

school will close at the conclusion of 

the current 2019-2020 school year. 

Unfortunately, the drop in enrollment 

and the decline in tuition income 

makes the goal of providing a quality 

education to nurture and develop 

students academically, emotionally and 

spiritually, unsustainable. From the 

2012-13 school year to the 2019-20 

school year, Our Lady of Mercy School 

has seen enrollment decrease 72% 

from 368 students to 104 students in 

Kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Over the same period, Our Lady of 

Mercy has seen enrollment decrease 

61% from 469 students to 181 

students in Nursery through eighth 

grade. As enrollment has declined, the 

income from tuition and fundraising 

has also decreased, and the amount of 

parish and diocesan contribution has 

increased dramatically. From the 2012-

13 school year through the 2018-19 

school year, the parish has provided a 

total of $2.36 million in operating 

support and the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre has provided almost $500,000 

in additional core contribution. The 

parish subsidy for the 2018-19 school 

year was 52% of total parish 

collections. In the current 2019-20 

school year, the parish is anticipated to 

provide at least $400,000 in operating 

subsidy and the diocese is expected to 

provide approximately $200,000 in 

core contribution. This level of 

financial dependence on the parish and 

diocese is not sustainable. Students 

from Our Lady of Mercy will be 

welcomed into any Catholic elementary 

school in the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre. There are a number of 

neighboring parish Catholic 

elementary schools that are prepared 

to welcome Our Lady of Mercy 

students into their communities. These 

schools include: Holy Family School in 

Hicksville, St. Edward the Confessor 

School in Syosset, and St. Patrick’s 

School in Huntington. The Diocese of 

Rockville Centre has established a 

dedicated website for additional 

information on the closing of Our Lady 

of Mercy School (www. Olmhicksville . 

com).  

 

DIOCESAN CHOIR 

The Diocesan Choir is seeking new 

members to join its ranks! As senior 

members retire after many years of 

service, new members are needed! The 

Choir performs at several diocesan 

liturgies, such as the Rite of Election, 

the Ordination of Deacons, and the 

Ordination of Priests. Rehearsals are 

held on Monday evenings at 7:00PM. 

For more information contact Katrina 

Montagna at kmontagna@drvc.org or 

call the Office of Worship at (516) 678-

5800 x 504.  

 

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? Birthright, 

Inc. 24 hour hotline  1 (800) 550-4900.  

Wantagh (516) 785-4070; Hampton 

Bays (631) 728-8900; Islip (631) 277-

3888; Southhold (631) 876-5138 or  

Rocky Point (631) 821-9727. 

 

PROJECT RACHEL Do you know 

someone who is suffering abortion 

loss?  Project Rachel is a ministry about 

finding hope and healing after 

abortion.  For information call (516) 

766-2538 or projectrachel @drvc.org. 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

"May the Lord direct your hearts to the 

love of God and to the endurance of 

Christ." Embrace the love of God in 

your marriage by attending a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend. The next Weekends are 

January 31-February 2, 2020 in 

Huntington, NY and May 1-3, 2020 in 



Huntington, NY. For more information, call John & 

Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit them at 

https://wwmenyli.org/.resume to 

parishsecretary1@gmail.com 

 

RELIGION AND ROCK 

Tune into Religion and Rock  with Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

on Sundays from 7:00-8:00 AM on WBAB 102.3 

FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen 

on Saturdays at 11:00 PM on Sirius radio, Channel 

159, the Catholic Channel and at 11:00 PM on XM 

Satellite, Channel 117.  To listen online or receive 

information regarding Religion and Rock go to 

www.Religionand Rock.com or  at Religion and 

Rock on ITUNES.  Tune into Catholic Faith 

Network, Cablevision Channel 29/137 or Verizon 

FIOS 296 or visit www. cfntv .org 

 

BUS TRIP   

Bus Trip to Wind Creek Bethlehem (formerly 

Sands) Bethlehem, PA.  Hosted by Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas, Hicksville, NY.  When: 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020.  Cost: $43 per person, 

which includes the driver’s tip.  Give back: $35 

slot play.  Time: Please arrive at 8:30 am.  Return 

approx. 8:30 pm.  Parking: # 999 So. Oyster Bay 

Road (on the street in the dead end) .  

Reservations: call Barbara at (516) 935-5576. 

Please make checks payable to “CDA”.  

 

WEDNESDAY MONTHLY LUNCHEON 

12:30 P.M. on January 22, 2020, sponsored by the 

St. Aloysius Sociable’s at Jonathan’s Restaurant, 

2499 Jericho Turnpike,Garden City Park. Cost: 

Price of your meal. Please call JohnHyland ( 526) 

482-3795 for reservations. 

 

LONG ISLAND COALATION FOR LIFE 

Help restore the right to life for preborn children. 

Please join the Long Island Coalition for Life for 

the Roe v. Wade Anniversary 

Memorial Face the Truth event on Sunday, 

January 19, 2020, from 1:30 to 3:00 PM. This 

peaceful public witness will be held on the 

sidewalk in front of Nassau University Medical 

Center (2201 Hempstead Tpke., E Meadow), a 

hospital that commits abortions. Be a positive 

sign for LIFE! Signs provided. Rain or 

shine. Sponsored by: LICL (631) 243-1435, 

info@prolifeLI.org. 

The Fight for 

Religious Freedom 

in Schools Goes On 

California Raids 

Christian School & 

Seeks to Change its 

Beliefs 

  

A Christian 

boarding school in California, 

River View Christian Academy 

(RVCA), founded in 1993 under 

the ministry of Teen Rescue, has 

won a reprieve in court against 

the State of CA efforts to shut it 

down.  The dispute centers on the 

States' re-labeling the school as a 

"community care facility."  This 

label would force the school into 

heavy regulation by the State's 

Department of Social Services 

including mandates that violate 

the school’s religious mission and 

moral standards.  For example, the 

State requires licensed facilities to 

allow students the right to engage 

in spiritual and sexual exploration, 

contradicting the goals of many 

parents enrolling their children in 

RVCA. 

 

The case began in January, 2019, 

when a raid of RVCA was 

conducted after an internet rumor 

that the school housed illegal 

drugs and stockpiled 

weapons.  The raid, terrifying to 

students and staff, included 16 

armed officers from the CA 

Highway Patrol, 2 canine units, 

and 17 social workers.  Then, 

instead of apologizing for its 

dangerous blunder, the State 

imposed daily fines against the 

school for allegedly operating as a 

private "unlicensed community 

care facility,"(1) even though it 

has operated as a private school 

for 25 years, filing an annual 

affidavit with the CA Department 

of Education.  

 

Pacific Justice Institute 

(PJI) filed a federal 

lawsuit on behalf of the 

school, winning a 

temporary reprieve 

because the judge 

expressed concern with 

the 1st Amendment 

implications. 

 

PJI's lead attorney said, "I have 

never seen this level of aggressive, 

militant, and ideologically-driven 

conduct by a State agency against 

a religious institution.  As public 

schools have become increasingly 

hostile to parents, the courts have 

insisted that the parents' option is 

to choose private education.  Now, 

that fundamental right is under 

attack."(2) 

 

Take Action:  Parental Rights 

Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, introduced in the 

Senate, 8/1/17, and to the House, 

1/30/19, still awaits action.  This 

joint resolution states that: 

 

*  the liberty of parents to direct 

the upbringing, education, and 

care of their children is a 

fundamental right. 

*  the parental right to direct 

education includes the right to 

choose, as an alternative to public 

education, private, religious, or 

home schools, and the right to 

make reasonable choices within 

public schools for one's child. 

(citizenjournal.us, 11/20/19; 

christiannewswire.com, 6/7/19

(1)(2); 1cbn.com, 11/20/19, 

6/7/19; onenewsnow.com, 

6/20/19; congress.gov/115th; 

parentalrights.org) 

 "Train up a child in the way he 

should go.  Even when he is old, he 

will not depart from 

it."    Proverbs 22:6   



SOLEMNITIES AND OTHER DAYS OF 

NOTE 2020  

 January 26, Sunday of the Word of 

God (New Feast)  

 February 2, Presentation of the 

Lord (Feast).  Since this feast falls 

on a Sunday this year, it replaces 

the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

time and the proper rites should 

be celebrated at the start of the 

Mass per the Roman Missal. Vigil 

Masses on 2/1 should be for the 

Presentation of the Lord.  

 February 26, Ash Wednesday  

 March 19, St. Joseph (Solemnity)  

 March 25, Annunciation 

(Solemnity)  

 April 12, Easter Sunday 

(Solemnity)  

 May 31, Pentecost (Solemnity)  

 June 7, Most Holy Trinity 

(Solemnity)  

 June 14, Most Holy Body and 

Blood of the Lord (Solemnity)  

 June 19, Most Sacred Heart of 

Jesus (Solemnity)  

 June 24, Nativity of John the 

Baptist (Solemnity)  

 June 29, Saints Peter and Paul 

(Solemnity)  

 August 15, Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity, 

NOT Obligatory).  As this 

solemnity falls on a Saturday this 

year, it is not a holy day of 

obligation. However, additional 

Masses may still be offered for the 

good of the faithful. The Saturday 

evening vigil Masses on 8/15 

should be celebrated for the 20th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time, not the 

Assumption, as the obligation is to 

attend the Sunday Mass.  

 November 1, All Saints’ Day 

(Solemnity).  As this solemnity 

falls on a Sunday this year, it 

replaces the 31st Sunday in 

Ordinary Time. Vigil Masses on 

Saturday 10/31 should be for All 

Saints.  

 November 2, All Souls’ Day  

 November 22, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the Universe 

(Solemnity)  

 

Another of the major documents, and 

probably the most critical one, from 

Vatican II is the Constitution on the 

Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum 

Concilium,” issued on Dec. 4, 1963. 

Remember that the purpose of Vatican 

II was to reform the entire church, not 

just the liturgy. Following the 

principle of lex orandi, lex credendi - 

the way we pray tells us what we 

believe - the first thing the members 

of the Council did in this reform of the 

church was to call for a reform of how 

we pray. They did so by writing the 

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. 

This became the document that most 

dramatically affected the liturgy. And 

it is very much in accord with Pope St. 

Paul VI’s desire to get the laity more 

involved as part of his concept of a 

universal call to holiness. Very 

specifically, it ordered an extensive 

revision of the liturgy so that 

congregation would have a clearer 

sense of their own involvement in the 

Mass and other rites. Rather than 

passively listening, the congregation 

would actively participate.  

The Council’s vision of the Church as a 

sacrament and as a sign of the 

Kingdom of God on earth will only be 

realized through the prayer life of the 

church which is what truly forms the 

People of God into the Body of Christ. 

This was logic behind the Constitution 

on the Sacred Liturgy and the 

liturgical reform it provided. It was 

the embodiment of one of the 

Council’s major objectives, to 

accomplish the “full, conscious and 

active participation” of the faithful in 

the whole life of the church, especially 

its prayer life. The effect of those 

words was that every baptized 

member of the church matters and is 

necessary for the prayer and the very 

life of the church, not just as a 

spectator but as a conscious 

participant. In words that we now see 

in many places, the Constitution on 

the Sacred Liturgy refers to the 

celebration of the Eucharist as the 

“source and summit” of our Christian 

life, both transforming us and enabling 

us to transform others and the world 

in which we live. There is nothing else 

in the life of the Church that has as 

powerful an effect on us as the 

celebration of the liturgy, especially 

the Eucharistic celebration. This 

means that there is a deep connection 

between what we do at the table of the 

Lord each Sunday and how we live our 

lives in the world. That is why at the 

end of the Mass we are told, “Go, the 

Mass is ended.” That doesn’t mean we 

are finished with it. It means, take 

what we heard and prayed during the 

Mass with us out into the world. That 

is what Vatican II was trying to do 

with the reform, make us all 

missionaries to foster the spread of 

the Kingdom of God here on earth. So 

we had to have the Mass, our major 

liturgy, open up to include our active 

participation and understanding in 

order for us to share in our common 

goal of realizing the Kingdom of God. 

We do not do this this individually, 

nor do we do so as passive followers 

of the celebrant.  Rather, as Bishop 

Andrzej says, “together, we go to 

heaven.” 

 

 



The baptism of Jesus is attested to in 

the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke. The account that appears in 

Matthew is the only one to include 

the dialogue between Jesus and John, 

however. Another difference in 

Matthew’s presentation of this event 

is the announcement made by the 

voice from heaven, which says, “This 

is my beloved son . . .”   In Mark and 

Luke, this voice addresses itself to 

Jesus: “You are my beloved son . . .” 

The baptisms that John performs 

prefigure Christian Baptism. John 

baptizes for repentance from sin. In 

accepting this baptism, Jesus unites 

himself with all sinners even though 

he is sinless. In Matthew’s Gospel, 

John the Baptist distinguishes his 

practice of baptism from the Baptism 

that the Messiah brings: “I am 

baptizing you with water . . . He will 

baptize you with the holy Spirit and 

fire” (Matthew 3:11). 

The baptism of Jesus is another 

manifestation of Christ, another 

epiphany. Christ’s baptism 

inaugurates his mission. In an 

analogous way, our Baptism 

inaugurates our mission as 

Christians. 

This Sunday marks a transition from 

the Christmas season to Ordinary 

Time. In a way, today’s feast is the 

high point of the Christmas season. 

Before Jesus’ birth, angels announced 

to Mary and to Joseph who Jesus 

would be. At his birth, the shepherds 

and the Magi recognize Jesus as the 

Messiah. At his baptism, Jesus 

accepts that he is God’s son and 

inaugurates that mission. 

 




