
 

CHURCH OF          

SAINT AIDAN 

March 22, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to 

walk with 

Jesus  

and 

experience 

His 

healing 

power and 

love 
 

 

PLEASE REMAIN AT HOME  
 

ALL MASSES (WEEKDAY AND WEEKEND), LITURGIES, 
DEVOTIONS, MEETINGS, AND NON-ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES IN 

OUR PARISH ARE SUSPENDED OR POSTPONED THROUGH 
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2020.  THIS WILL INCLUDE ALL HOLY WEEK 

AND EASTER LITURGIES.   
 

THE RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED 
PHONE  516-746-6585 
CELL   516-404-2746 

 
CHURCH WILL OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER ONLY  

DAILY 8:45 AM TO 5:00 PM.   
 

FUNERALS AND WEDDINGS MAY BE PERMITTED IF NECESSARY, 
BUT MUST BE LIMITED TO IMMEDIATE FAMILY AND REMAIN 

UNDER 50 PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE.  COMMUNION WILL NOT 
BE DISTRIBUTED.  BAPTISMS SHOULD BE POSTPONED 

 
PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES FROM THE  

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-404-2746 (Cell)    

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

 

Rectory Office Closed 

 

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Ken Grooms 

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

 

In Residence  

Rev. Edward Sheridan 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

Rev. Rudy Martin  ext. 411  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry  

Coordinator   ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

ext. 410, 408   

 

Buildings & Grounds  ext. 107  

 



FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED IN PRIVATE  

BY THE PRIESTS 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 23  LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ed  6:30 AM     Rev. James Patrick Clark 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM     Mary Herron 
 Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM       Florence Simblett (Birthday Rem.) 
 Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM        Melina Ingrao 
   
TUESDAY, MARCH 24  LENTEN WEEKDAY 
       Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM    Leo Han 
 Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM      Renato Guglielmi 
 Fr. Ken 12:30 PM       Adele Torres    
 Fr. Ken 5:30 PM  Jeanine A. Uttaro 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
 Fr. Ed    6:30 AM In Thanksgiving for my Consecration 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM   Mary Herron 
 Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM       Edmund Cosgrove (Birthday Rem.) 
 Fr. Adrian 5:30  PM     Robert Koster, Jr. 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 26  LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ed  6:30 AM     Irene Limpin 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM     Anthony Chimienti (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
  Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Eugene F. Semelrath 
 Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM      Colin O’Sullivan (Birthday Rem.) 
   
FRIDAY, MARCH 27  LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM      Msgr. Robert Kirwin 
 Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Antonia Ohle 
 Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM    Anne Eckhoff 
 Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM     Ann Amen (Birthday Rem.) 
   
SATURDAY, MARCH 28  LENTEN WEEKDAY 
 Fr. Ken 9:00 AM    Brian Cross 
 Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM       Lisa Jean Margaritis 
     Matthew Clark 
     Maria Rizzuto (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
     Gloria Albanese (Birthday Rem.) 
     Linda Blank 
  Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM       Kathleen Connelly 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM    Parishioners of. St. Aidan 
 Fr. Ed  9:00 AM       John & Virginia Menken 
 Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM     Robert G. Koster  (3rd Birthday Rem.) 
 Fr. Ken 12:00 PM    Christopher M. Hane, Sr. (Birthday Rem.) 
     Jaqueline Cotter (Birthday Rem.) 
     Margie Frasca 
     Mario R. Donato (Birthday Rem.) 
     Allen & Minas Silit, Parada, Jadwiga  
       & Kozlowski Family 
 Fr. Ken 5:00 PM   Margaret O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
 

God is 
our 

hope 
and 

strength 

 

A very 
present 
help in 
times of 
trouble 

 

We will 
not fear 

 

Psalm 
46 



The coronavirus pandemic has changed 

our reality, as a society, as an economy, 

as a people and a parish. The world that 

normally feels reasonably safe and predictable 

suddenly doesn’t feel either safe or predictable 

anymore. 

When we first heard about the coronavirus we didn’t 

appreciate how serious it was.  We reassured each 

other that we’d be ok; we live in the USA; we’re safe.  

Slowly the reality of the threat we faced, hit home. 

Even the most resilient among us felt anxious, angry 

and vulnerable. A crisis like this makes all of us aware 

just how vulnerable we really are. 

We are vulnerable and we know it.  That’s why we 

hang a crucifix in the center of the sanctuary.  I love 

the crucifix that hangs at St. Aidan.  Unlike other 

churches that have ‘cleaned up’ the crucifix - here it 

looks all so real.  There's something about that near-

naked Jesus in pain on the cross that makes us sit up 

and look.  To see him exposed like that — exposed 

bodily, and exposed in his suffering — makes us 

realize that here is our God who became vulnerable 

like us.  Some would much rather look at a smooth 

wooden cross, or maybe a cross with nice flowers or 

leafy ends to the beams.  At St. Aidan we see the Jesus 

suffering and we realize that God is one with those 

who are vulnerable, and those who suffer. 

So during this crisis we look to Jesus.  Our God is one 

with us in our vulnerability and calls us to help those 

who are vulnerable around us..  A lot of people are 

going to be hurt by this pandemic.  People who are 

elderly, those who are self-employed, people whose 

income is dependent on the services they provide. 

They live on what they make. We do well to 

remember them and ask ourselves  ‘Is there 

something I can do.’  The best antidote for fear is care.  

To survive this pandemic, we are being asked to 

follow the advice of health officials and our leaders, in 

Church and State, and to care for one another.  

Remember the aftermath of 9/11 and Superstorm 

Sandy — events that threaten our lives brought us 

closer to each other.  Communities were not 

destroyed by these calamities, but rather they pulled 

together in remarkable ways.  People helped one 

another in whatever ways they could.   

So, take care during these months.  Any one of us 

could be carrying the coronavirus, and pass it on, 

without even knowing it. We need to be responsible 

for ourselves but also for each other. Cleaning our 

hands and respecting health guidelines is vitally 

important. By simply maintaining social distancing we 

can save each other’s lives.  Look out for your 

neighbor and let us not loose hope.  May we find hope 

in our God who never abandons His people.   

What’s Pastor Thinking 



As of March 15, 2020, the Centers for 

Disease Control announced that it is 

recommended that all events involving 

50 people or more be suspended or 

postponed. In an effort to promote 

health and safety of all people, the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre announces 

the following measures:  

1. Beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 

at 3:00 PM, all Masses (weekday and 

weekend), meetings, and non-

essential activities in our parishes 

are suspended or postponed 

through Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 

This will include all Holy Week and 

Easter Liturgies. However, these will 

be televised and available online 

(see below). This includes all 

Confirmations, First Communions, 

First Confessions, etc. When these 

events are rescheduled, they will be 

announced by local parishes. 

Funerals and weddings may be 

permitted if necessary, but should 

be limited to immediate family and 

remain under 50 people in 

attendance. Baptisms should be 

postponed unless absolutely 

necessary and should observe the 

same limits.  

2. Churches may remain open for 

private prayer at the discretion of 

the Pastor. However, they must 

observe the recommendation of 

fewer than 50 people permitted.  

3. The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) 

will provide televised and online 

daily Masses, including Holy Week 

and Easter Liturgies, as well as other 

devotional and spiritual programs. 

(Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon 

FiOS TV channel 296, and Spectrum 

channel 162/471.) CFN is also 

available on selected cable and 

satellite systems and through 24/7 

live stream at CFNtv.org. You can 

also watch CFN on Roku, Apple TV, 

Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by 

downloading the CFN iOS mobile 

app at the app store by searching 

“Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”.  

4. Your local parish may also offer live 

streaming of liturgies. Please check 

your parish web site for availability.  

5. Currently, our Catholic Schools are 

closed through April 2, 2020, 

following the measures taken by 

Nassau and Suffolk public schools. 

However, we continue to monitor 

the situation and will adapt and 

update as needed. Our parish 

Religious Education programs will 

remain suspended until Tuesday, 

April 14, 2020. Again, we continue to 

monitor the situation and will adapt 

and update as needed.  

6. In an effort to participate in the 

statewide efforts to halt the spread 

of the COVID-19 virus, effective on 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020, the 

administrative offices of the Diocese 

of Rockville Centre located in 

Rockville Centre and Massapequa 

Park will be closed through Monday, 

April 13, 2020. Offices are scheduled 

to reopen on Tuesday, April 14, 

2020, at 8:30 am. These locations 

will be thoroughly cleaned during 

closure. All employees will be 

working remotely, with business 

being conducted by email, 

telephonically or electronically, as 

best as possible. For the latest 

information visit www.drvc.org.  

 

 

WE PRAY FOR  
OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 
Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 
Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 
Mark Cristello 
Richard Pearles 

Maryann Katkowsky 
Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 
Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 
Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 
Jack Groothuis 
Sharon Devis 
Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 
Virginia Fallon 
Virgini Bradley 

Sue Fleming 
Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 
Isabella Mueller 
Eileen Fitzgerald 

Dr. Like Kim Dong Kyu 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR  
OUR DECEASED 

Ursula Trainor 
Norman McAleney 

Fred Jakob, Jr. 
Elizabeth Giaimo 

Sister Thomas Rose 
Redling, OSF 

 
 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
67 parishioners are 

currently using Online 
Giving.   

Go to staidanparish.org.  
Click on DONATE. 

 
 
 
 



Please visit cdc.gov for additional and 

continually updated information 
 

Infographics to know your symptoms and risk level  

https://www.cdc.gov/




PLEASE REMAIN AT HOME 

During these challenging times, we encourage 

everyone to turn to our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

Blessed Mother in prayer, especially for those who 

are sick or vulnerable, and for those who care for 

them.  Catholics are hereby dispensed from their 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass for the weekends 

of March 21-22 and March 28-29. Churches will 

remain open for private prayer.  We will continue to 

monitor official health advisories and update these 

directives accordingly.  

 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

Please check our parish web site for updates and 

changes, and please consult Diocese of Rockville 

Centre social media (Facebook:@RVCdiocese; 

Twitter: @RVCDiocese) and webpage 

(www.drvc.org) for Diocesan updates and changes.  

You can watch daily Mass from Bishop Barron’s 

Chapel on our parish website, staidanparish.org. 

 

COMMUNION 

Catholics who attend Holy Mass are not required to 

receive Holy Communion more than once per year. 

No one is under any obligation to either receive or 

distribute Holy Communion. Catholics who choose to 

temporarily refrain from receiving Holy Communion 

may make an act of Spiritual Communion, uniting 

themselves worthily to our Lord’s true presence in 

the Most Holy Eucharist through prayer.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

2021 MASS BOOK 

The 2021 Mass book will NOT BE opened on March 

28.   

SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS NEEDED—

POPE FRANCIS 

 While many are stuck at home during the 

coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis says that there 

are many small acts of love and kindness one can do 

for others without leaving the house. 

“We must rediscover the concreteness of little things, 

small gestures of attention we can offer those close 

to us, our family, our friends. We must understand 

that in small things lies our treasure,” Pope Francis 

said in an interview in an Italian newspaper 

published on March 18.  “For example, a hot meal, a 

caress, a hug, a phone call… They are familiar 

gestures of attention to the details of everyday life 

that make life meaningful and that create 

communion and communication among us,” the Pope 

said. 

Pope Francis said that the quarantine many people 

are living through right now provides a particular 

opportunity to grow in personal relationships at 

home, but this requires disconnecting from 

technology to spend quality time together. 

“In their homes, families often eat together in great 

silence, but not as a result of listening to each other, 

rather because the parents watch television while 

they eat, and children are on their mobile phones,” 

he said. “Here there is no communication, whereas 

listening to each other is important because that’s 

how we can understand the needs, efforts, desires of 

the other.” 

In the interview with Italian journalist Paolo Rodari 

published in La Repubblica, Pope Francis explained 

what was on his mind when he made a short walking 

pilgrimage through the empty streets of Rome on 

Sunday to pray in front of a Marian icon in the 

Basilica of St Mary Major and a crucifix in another 

church that had been used in prayer processions 

during the plagues in Rome’s history. “I asked the 

Lord to stop the epidemic: ‘Lord, stop it with your 

hand.’ That’s what I prayed for,” he said.  He asked 

Catholics and every religious community, to 

spiritually unite in prayer amid worsening 

conditions relative to the global coronavirus 

pandemic.  



Pope 

Benedict 

XVI said in 

his 

Encyclical, 

Deus Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in 

God's love, everything is shaped by it, everything 

is directed towards it. Love is God's greatest gift 

to humanity; it is his promise and our hope.” 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  In light of the impending health 

crisis affecting our community the Social 

Ministry office would like to provide help to the 

elderly, home bound, the  immuno suppressed 

and anyone in need of food or non-perishable 

supplies.   Please contact the rectory at 516-746

-6585 or our parish cell 516-404-2746.    

Ro Cavallaro     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre have closed.  The Diocese has also 

dispensed the faithful from the obligation to 

attend Holy Mass for all weekends through and 

including March 28 – 29.  Therefore, all 

Religious Education classes are suspended 

through Easter.  We will issue updates as 

needed, as well as continue to monitor and 

adapt to the circumstances as they develop.  

 

Here are some websites that parents may be 

able to use at this time — catholicmom.com, 

loyolapress.com, sadlierreligion.com.  These 

sites have some family activities, informative 

articles etc. I hope this is helpful.  Elaine Smith. 

Dear Parishioners 

 

Throughout the Diocese of Rockville Centre 

neighboring parishes have been asked to 

explore ways of cooperating together on 

how we can best serve our people. With 

this in mind the parishes of St. Aidan and 

Corpus Christi, which are in close 

geographical proximity, have begun a 

journey of exploration together.   

 

One challenge we face is the decline in the 

number of priests available for parish 

ministry.  This means that, in consultation 

with our Episcopal Vicar, we have to 

examine and propose a new schedule of 

Masses.   

 

In January 2021 the following changes 

will take place: 

 The Church of St. Aidan will schedule 

daily Mass, Monday to Friday, at 6:30 

AM, 9:00 AM and 5:30 PM, but will not 

schedule Mass at 12:30 PM.   

 Corpus Christi Church will schedule 

daily Mass, Monday to Friday, at 7:30 

AM and 12:00 PM, but will not schedule 

Mass at 9:00 AM. 

 At this time there are no proposed 

changes to the weekend schedule of 

Masses. 

 

We thank you for your understanding and 

look forward to greater cooperation 

between our parishes in serving the people 

of this area. 

 

Fr. Malcolm Burns,  

Corpus Christi Parish, Mineola. 

Fr. Adrian McHugh,  

St. Aidan Parish, Williston Park. 

 

 













You Are Cordially Invited To Join Fellow St. 
Aidan Parishioners & Friends at the 

 

2020 
“Monsignor James 

McDonald Memorial 
Golf Outing” 

In Support of St. Aidan 
School 

 
Honoring: 

Dick Kearns (’64) and Mo Kearns (’65) 
 

Monday, May 4, 2020 

Wheatley Hills Golf Club 
147 East Williston Ave. (Hillside Avenue), 

East Williston 
 

Featuring Lunch, Golf, Drinks & Dinner 
$325 per golfer or $1,250 per foursome 

Many Sponsorships Opportunities Available 
 

If you don’t play golf, please join us for 
Dinner - $130 per person 

 
St. Aidan Parishioners:  Please consider a 

Monsignor McDonald Memorial 
Sponsorship for $50 to honor the memory 

of our beloved former Pastor. 
 

St. Aidan Alumni:  Please consider an 
“Alumni Sponsorship” listing your name 

and graduation year for $25 
 

To register or for more information, please 
visit: 

SASgolf.givesmart.com 
 

Or contact Golf Outing Co-Chairs Tony 
Santos (646-220-0540) or Joseph Galante 

(516- 410-2600) 
 

or by email at staidangolf@yahoo.com 
 

Get your reservations in fast!   
The Golf Outing sells out quickly. 

 
Thank you for supporting our Parish 

School!  

 

mailto:staidangolf@yahoo.com


Commentary on the Readings for March 

22, 2020 The Fourth Sunday in Lent  

Have you ever had the experience of 

hearing or reading something that you 

know you have read or heard many 

times before but didn’t really 

understand the meaning? Then, all of a 

sudden, the "light comes on" and you 

understand in a way that you didn't 

before. We have some of that in the 

readings for today. Don't just read or 

hear the words, but listen with your 

heart to the deeper meaning of the 

following passages. It might take a little 

more time to absorb the full meaning, 

but it is worth the effort.     In the First 

Reading, from the First Book of Samuel 

(16:1-13), Samuel, a special servant of 

the God of Israel, is sent on a mission of 

great importance, to anoint a new king 

to replace Saul. He looks at the many 

sons of Jesse to whom God sends him 

and thinks, to himself, that each would 

be a fitting replacement; but God has 

different plans and rejects them all 

except the last, the youngest. Now 

Samuels sees what God had in mind, a 

young man with the confidence and 

character needed to fill a large role in 

God's Plan of Salvation.     The 

Responsorial Psalm, (23:1-6), is the 

famous "The Lord is My Shepherd" 

prayer. Even though you might have 

heard this many times, pause and listen 

to the words. God is truly a divine 

shepherd who wishes to take care of 

each of us as thoroughly as a shepherd 

takes care of his sheep. Sheep do not 

have good eyesight and require careful 

watching for many reasons. God is 

willing to watch over us, if we let Him 

and follow His lead.     In the Second 

Reading, from St. Paul's Letter to the 

Ephesians (5:8-14), Paul uses the 

symbols of “light” and “darkness” to 

indicate awareness and ignorance, or 

even worse, a refusal to listen. If written 

in today's language, Paul's letter would 

probably say, "If you are truly Christ's 

disciple then live according to His 

teachings. Don't ignore the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ; they are our 

keys to heaven.”    The Gospel Reading is 

from the Gospel of John (9:1-41). Here 

we have an extensive teaching by Jesus 

referring to Himself as the Light of the 

World. We have a blind man who 

represents all of Judaism from antiquity 

to the present, who longs to see the 

Messiah, but is unable because he is 

looking in the wrong direction, or he is 

looking for something or someone to 

fulfill a preconceived need. In this story, 

the Pharisees, who knew better but who 

refused to listen, were both deaf and 

blind to what Jesus was saying and 

doing. Their minds were not open and 

their faith was so locked in the earthly 

teachings of Moses that they failed to 

see God standing before them in the 

person of Jesus Christ.     The old 

proverb applies here: "There is no one 

as blind as he who refuses to see!" 

During this Lenten Season ask God to 

help you open your mind and heart to 

what He is asking of you and what He 

wants to do through you. Something to 

think about during your prayer time this 

week!  

 

 

From the earliest times, Christians kept 

every Friday as a feast day; but for 

obvious reasons the Friday which marks 

the anniversary of Christ's death came 

to be called the Great or the Holy or the 

Good Friday, as we still name it today. It 

is, perhaps, the most solemn day of the 

year, as we recall how Our Lord, 

abandoned by nearly all His friends, 

carried His cross up the hill of Calvary, 

was brutally nailed to it, and died for us. 

Because of the deep sense of grief and 

the solemnity of what we observe, the 

Catholic Church does not celebrate Mass 

between Holy Thursday evening and the 

Easter Vigil. The altar is bare, reflecting 

the stark nature of the period. It is also 

customary to empty the holy water fonts 

in preparation of the blessing of the 

water at the Easter Vigil. Traditionally, 

no bells are rung on Good Friday or Holy 

Saturday until the Easter Vigil.  And 

while there is no celebration of the 

Eucharist, it is distributed to the faithful 

during the Celebration of the Passion of 

the Lord which takes place in the 

afternoon, ideally at three o'clock.  

The Good Friday liturgy consists of three 

parts: the Liturgy of the Word, the 

Veneration of the Cross, and Holy 

Communion. It begins with the clergy 

entering in complete silence. They then 

silently prostrate themselves, 

symbolizing the abasement of humans 

as a result of our fall into sin. It also 

symbolizes the grief and sorrow of the 

Church. This is followed by a prayer, 

readings from the bible, and then the 

Passion account from the Gospel of John, 

traditionally divided between three 

deacons but now usually divided 

between the celebrant, one or two 

readers, and the congregation which 

speaks the part of the "crowd". This 

ends with the orationes sollemnes, a 

series of prayers for the Church, the 

Pope, the clergy and laity of the Church, 

those preparing for baptism, the unity of 

Christians, the Jewish people, those who 

do not believe in Christ, those who do 

not believe in God, those in public office, 

those in special need. After each prayer 

intention, the deacon calls the faithful to 

kneel for a short period of private 

prayer; the celebrant then sums up the 

prayer intentions with a final prayer. 

Next is the Adoration of the Cross, for 

which a crucifix is solemnly displayed to 

the congregation, and then venerated by 

them, individually and usually by kissing 



the wood of the cross, while hymns are 

chanted. Because of the large number of 

people wishing to venerate the cross, we 

usually provide several crucifixes. Finally, 

Holy Communion is offered using a rite 

based on the part of Mass, beginning with 

the Our Father, but omitting the ceremony of 

"Breaking of the Bread" and the "Agnus Dei". 

The Eucharist, previously consecrated at the 

Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy 

Thursday, is distributed at this service. The 

priest and people then depart in silence, and 

the altar cloth is removed, leaving the altar 

bare except for the crucifix and two or four 

candlesticks. 

In addition to the prescribed liturgical 

service, Morning Prayer and the Office of 

Readings is offered in the early morning, the 

Stations of the Cross are often prayed in the 

evening and a prayer service may be held 

from midday to 3.00 pm, known as the Three 

Hours' Agony. The three hours 

commemorates the actual time of Christ’s 

suffering, from noon to three in the 

afternoon. The liturgy includes the Seven 

Last Words of Christ as He hung on the cross. 

These are “Father, forgive them; for they 

know not what they do”, the ultimate 

example of forgiveness, “Today you will be 

with me in paradise” to the good thief, 

showing us that there is always hope for 

God’s mercy, “Woman, behold, thy son! 

Behold, thy mother!” to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and St. John, by which he gave Mary as 

Mother to all of us, “My God, my God, why 

hast thou forsaken me?” taken from a psalm 

and expressing His agony, not to indicate His 

abandonment, “I thirst” which is both a 

consequence of crucifixion and His thirst for 

us to respond to Him, “It is finished”, that is, 

His mission from His Father is now complete, 

and “Father, into thy hands I commend my 

spirit”, ultimately ending His sacrifice and 

returning Himself to His father. 

All of these services will be available on TV. 

Jesus gave all for us. Let us give some back to 

Him. Good Friday is a hard day,  but without 

Good Friday, There would be no Easter, and 

without Easter, as St. Paul says, we would be 

the most pitiable of people because all our 

hope would be in vain. 

We are now standing in the face 

of the greatest historical 

confrontation  

humanity has ever 

experienced."      Cardinal Karol 

Wojtyla, the future Pope John 

Paul II, 1976 

 

A Slow-Motion and Horrific 

Religious War Is Under 

Way, Worldwide 

       

U.S. Ambassador for Religious 

Freedom, Sam Brownback, has 

warned that religious 

persecution is spreading 

worldwide with alarming anti-

Christian violence in Nigeria and 

a growing religious surveillance 

state in China. 

"There's a lot of people getting 

killed in Nigeria," said 

Brownback .  "80% of the world's 

population live in countries that 

have religious persecution. “...”It's 

the most deadly time in the 

history of Christendom for you to 

be a Christian.  There's more 

Christian persecution than any 

time in the history of 

mankind." (1) 

The incidents are grim and 

harrowing.  Nigerian villagers 

talk about the machetes falling on 

arms, fingers, heads, and 

pregnant bellies.  They've been lit 

on fire, sold into sex slavery, shot 

and raped - all because they're 

Christians. 

"Boko Haram has killed more 

Christians in Nigeria than ISIS 

killed in Iraq and Syria 

combined," said former 

Congressman Frank Wolf. 

"(They're) committing 

genocide.  Genocide." (2) 

     

Ambassador Brownback said 

there have been "some pretty 

good meetings recently" with the 

Nigerian government but is 

calling for more dialogue 

between Muslims and Christians 

to "really try to get them working 

together instead of killing each 

other." (3) 

   China has developed a "social 

credit" system over the last 10 

years that has been used to track 

and punish religious 

minorities.  If a person has a low 

social credit score, said 

Brownback, they could be 

prohibited from obtaining an 

education or living in a certain 

area. “And it won't be just for 

you.  It will be your friends with 

you.  If anyone pings your cell 

phone, that will be tracked and 

they'll get the same low social 

credit score you get. And these 

are the systems being modeled 

and worked on and done now 

today in China," he said.  China is 

"best in the world" at religious 

persecution and surveillance of 

religious groups and has been 

engaged in a "war with faith."  (4) 
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Jesus heals a blind man. 
John 9  


