
May 10, 2020 

CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 



We invite 

everyone to 

walk with 

Jesus  

and 

experience 

His healing 

power and 

love 
 

THE RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED 
 
TO LEAVE A PHONE MESSAGE  
CALL 516-746-6585 
 
TO TALK TO A PRIEST 
CALL 516-404-2746 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are hereby dispensed from 
their obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass.  Masses are said in private for 
the intentions listed in the 
bulletin. Daily Mass from the Church of 
St. Aidan can be viewed at 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.   
 
ALL LITURGIES ARE SUSPENDED  
No further liturgies are permitted at 
the Church of St. Aidan until further 
notice. This includes funerals, 
weddings, baptisms, and any other 
cause for gathering people together in 
the church, other than private 
prayer. Emergency sacraments are 
permitted, as always, but while 
exercising the proper health 
precautions. Burial services may be 
offered if possible, while observing all 

safe distance precautions, and should 
be done at the gravesite. Wake 
services should no longer be 
conducted. Both wakes and funeral 
(memorial) Masses can be postponed. 
Confessions will not be advertised or 
scheduled. However, confession can 
be conducted when urgently needed 
and when requested on a case-by-case 
basis. Call 516-404-2746.  Please 
observe safety precautions. 
 
CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 10:00 AM to 1:00 
PM.  You may enter by the door at 
the St. Francis garden or the door for 
the disabled.  Please maintain the 
proper precautions regarding 
distancing and do not congregate in 
groups of people.   
 
PARISH EMAIL 
If you wish to be added to email 
distributions of the Parish Bulletin and 
other messages, please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net. She 
will manually add you to receive 
emails from our Parish through our 
email server Constant Contact. 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-404-2746 (Cell)    

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

 

Rectory Office Closed 

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

 

Rev. Ken Grooms is assisting at St. 

Pius X Residence for retired 

clergy 
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Rev. Edward Sheridan 
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Faith Formation  
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Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry  

Coordinator   ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

ext. 410, 408   

 

Buildings & Grounds  ext. 107  



FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER 
MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN 

PRIVATE BY THE PRIESTS 
 

 
MONDAY, MAY 11  EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Marjorie V. Emken (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Jean Amato (8th Anniversary Rem.) & 
    Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Amato Family 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Anne Eckhoff 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 12  EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Sr. Teresa Torley  
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Sr. Marie Gillan 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Barbara Cross 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 EASTER WEEKDAY   
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Bob Gaffney (22nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Milohnic & Macchia Grandchildren 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Ruth M. Daliendo  
 
THURSDAY, MAY 14 ST. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM James & Lillian Kirwin 
+Andrzej 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Florence Simblett (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Eugene Martone, Sr. 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 15  EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Sr. Regina Cushing  
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Catherine Reehil (16th Anniversary Rem.), 
    John McGowan & Anne McGowan 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Joseph Salvaggio, Jr. (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, MAY 16 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Ed  5:00 PM  John McQuaid 
    Teddy Papadogiannis (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Madeline C. McKeon 
    Thomas L. Clark 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Joseph Mohrmann (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 17  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM Lorraine McCarren (7th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Novena 
Fr. Ed  10:30 AM Mare & Kuzma Milohnic 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Stanley Ogden (Birthday Rem.) 
    John Patrick Mulrooney 
    Jeanne Jaronczyk 
    James Laverty 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 

Whoever 

loves me 

will be 

loved by 

my Father, 

and I will 

love them 

and reveal 

myself to 

them 



Mother’s 
Day 

Two women celebrated two amazing 

birthdays in the parish recently.  Sister 

Francis Piscatella of East Williston, celebrated 

birthday number 107.  Meanwhile not far behind is  

Mrs. Jo Jansen of Williston Park, who is 104 years.  

Congratulations to you both and thank you both for 

your witness to the joy of living. 

Both women are actively involved in the life of St. 

Aidan Parish, regularly attend Mass and are seen at 

many other events.  Sr. Francis’ vocation was to 

religious life, with the Sisters of St. Dominic of 

Amityville.  Jo Jansen’s vocation was marriage and 

family.  In both lives we see a powerful display of 

an active, humble and devout faith in God and in 

living everyday to the fullest.  Although social 

distancing did not permit us to give a collective hug 

from the parish, I hope you know that you are both 

loved by so many and your birthdays, during these 

Covid 19 days, encourage us to keep going no 

matter how challenging the times.   

In celebrating the birthday girls, we also celebrate 

today all mothers, and all those mother figures in 

our lives.  Today is our day to say ‘thank you’ for all 

the love, all the sacrifices and for never giving up 

on us your children.  Motherhood is about the 

everyday living out of that faith - of never giving up, 

never losing hope in us.  Mother’s reflect to us in a 

tangible way the love of God, a God who never 

gives up on us.  Right from the very beginning 

when God created the world, we somehow blew it, 

and wound up with a world with a lot of problems.  

The Adam and Eve story captures our tendency to 

be selfish rather than God centered.  But God never 

gave up on us.  God worked through prophets for 

thousands of years, trying to get through to us, and 

in some ways, He did. We understood the ten 

commandments and tried to live them. But we 

would fail again and again.  Finally, God joined us 

here on earth. Jesus came and taught us two main 

things: to love God and to love our neighbor. He 

preached parables and healed people. And He did 

the unthinkable: He allowed Himself to be killed, 

somehow wiping out the power of our sinfulness, 

and getting us right with God. This was a 

courageous act, and only a loving God could have 

done it. 

Today we see Jesus face Thomas and although he 

has his doubts and questions, Jesus never gives up.  

How can we conceive of a loving God kicking out 

Thomas or our loved ones.  Jesus came to change 

lives, He will never give up on us. This is the 

essence of Christianity.  

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR 

SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Sue Fleming 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Walter Stachurski 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Anthony Melchor 

Elizabeth O'Sullivan 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED 

Thomas Connor 

Daniel Lynch 

Mary Carotenuto 

Patricia Sullivan 

Diane Papadogiannis 

Gloria Schilter 

Eulyn Best 

John Whealer 

Rosemary Ruffenach 

Ruben Velasco 

Elvira Foldes 

Anna Tagliaferro 

Timothy O'Sullivan 

Josephine Baltzer 

Georgie Baltzer 

Rose Repke 

Florence Vaskas 

Mary Lucas 

Mary Lathuras 

Savino 'Sal' Chimienti 

Rosemary Holmes 

Grace Krukowski 

Nora Tansi 

Peter Tedesco 

Dianne Powers 

Anna Fortunato 

Dominic Altamuro 

Nora Walsh 

Helen Roukis 

Vincenza Cosola 

Alfred Bleber 

Nunzio Pantano 

Rosemarie Paganellio 

Margaret M. Tarnasky 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

MAY CROWNING OF MARY 

The crowning of statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 

front of the rectory will be take place today, Mother’s 

Day.  This is to honor Mary as Mother of God, Queen of 

Heaven and Queen of May.  

 

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS 

God of Love, listen to this prayer.  

God of Holy People, of Sarah, Ruth, and Rebekah;  

God of holy Elizabeth, mother of John,  

of Holy Mary, Mother of Jesus,  

bend down Your ear to this request  

and bless the mother of our family.  

Bless her with the strength of Your spirit,  

she who has taught her children  

how to stand and walk.  

Bless her with the melody of Your love,  

she who has shared how to speak,  

how to sing and how to pray to You.  

Bless her with a place at Your eternal table,  

she who has fed and nurtured  

the life that was formed within her  

while still helpless but embraced in her love.  

Bless her today, now, in this lifetime,  

with good things, with health.  

Bless her with joy, love, laughter,  

and pride in her child/children  

and surround her with good friends.  

May she who carried life in her womb  

be carried one day to Your divine embrace:  

there, for all eternity,  

to rejoice with her family and friends.  

This blessing and all grace, we pray,  

descend upon the mother of our family:  

in the name of the Father, and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

We keep in prayer all those who are sick and 

suffering. We rely on parishioners to inform us 

of anyone to include on these lists.  Please call 

the parish cell, 516-404-2746 to add a name to 

our prayer lists. 

____________________________________________________ 



DEAR PARISHIONERS 
 

Although Mother’s Day is not on the liturgical 

calendar, motherhood is one of the most 

fundamental vocations, given by God.   Today is 

about more than just saying “Thanks, Mom. 

Here’s your card.”  This particular holiday gives 

us an opportunity to ask God to encourage 

mothers and grandmothers in their vocation. 

 

MOTHERS ARE MISSIONARIES 

Scripture stresses the vital role of women in the 

transmission of the faith.  Catholics see every 

mom, parent and grandparent as missionaries. 

The call to go and make disciples starts with the 

call to parents at the baptism of their child: ‘In 

asking for baptism for your child, you are 

undertaking the responsibility of raising them in 

the faith.’  So the daily grind of raising kids is the 

front line where faith is handed down.  Thank 

you moms for being frontline missionaries.  

Anyone who’s raised a teenager knows the 

challenge of bringing the gospel to a people 

group with its own unique customs, language, 

and culture! 

 

HONOR THY MOTHER 

Being a mother is worthy of an honor.  We live in 

an age when sex is lauded, gender is confused, 

and motherhood is jeered at.  But in the 

Incarnation God did honor pregnancy and 

motherhood in a way that our culture could not. 

So Moms should be honored today.  Go beyond 

gratitude today and take down the photo album, 

or scroll through your photo archive, and 

remember some of the most precious moments of 

their lives.    Sometimes it’s when we are at our 

worst that moms are at their best.   

 

 

 

 

WE THANK ALL THE MOTHER FIGURES IN 

OUR LIVES 

For some, Mother’s Day is a reminder of broken 

relationships, tragic losses, and unfulfilled hopes. 

It’s best to acknowledge all of this as well, for the 

business of love is the business of forgiveness, 

and this is gospel business. That same gospel 

encompasses the sorrow of the cross and the joy 

of the resurrection.  We also remember women 

who do not have children or who cannot have 

children, and mothers have have lost children to 

early death or misfortune. They too are for 

honoring today.  Mother’s Day message is a 

reminder of God’s encouragement at so many 

levels.  May blessing and grace descend upon the 

mothers and grandmothers and mother figures 

of our family, today and always.  And remember 

Mom, any gifts of chocolate or cake left over at 

the end of the day will be gratefully devoured by 

we, your children.  Happy Mother’s Day.  

 

CHURCH CHANGED NOT CLOSED 

Although churches all over the world are not 

holding public gatherings, we are not closed—we 

are still active.  Members of St. Aidan parish are 

in regular contact with one another, especially 

checking on elderly neighbors and those who are 

alone. People still care for each other. School life 

has moved to the virtual platform of Zoom and 

learning continues.  Our food pantry continues to 

offer help to families in need, and parishioners 

are dropping food items to the church for the 

pantry.  Daily Mass is available on 

staidanparish.org and on Facebook and pastoral 

conversations are happening via the parish cell 

phone.  It’s thanks to the generous support of 

parishioners that St. Aidan’s Church and School 

continues to serve the people in this area.  Many 



thanks to all those who mail and drop envelopes 

to the rectory office.  Already 310 parishioners 

are donating online. Go to staidanparish.org and 

press the ‘Donate’ button and the rest is seamless 

and automatic.  Thank you to all sent 

donations for Easter flowers.  This year our 

flower order was cancelled.  Your donation for 

flowers will go towards sanctuary flowers when 

the church reopens for services.  Thank you for 

your support.  

 

CHURCH IS NOT CONFINED TO THE 

BUILDING 

Things are different and painful right now, but 

the mission of the church remains.  Please call the 

parish cell, 516-404-2746 to add a name to our 

prayer lists or to request cemetery services.  

Although we cannot hold large church services 

or receive Holy Communion, all the 

Communions we received in the past have 

nourished us to keep serving now.  This is 

National Nurses Week (May 6 to May 12, 2020).  

We thank all those parishioners who are serving 

on the front lines of the medical response to the 

coronavirus, and those serving in essential 

services. The bells of St. Aidan ring out a 

patriotic song every evening at 5:00 PM in thanks 

to you.  Jesus says in today’s gospel  ‘Whoever 

believes in me will do the works that I do, and 

will do greater ones than these, because I am 

going to the Father” and he meant it.  Nourished 

by his presence, we are dispersed to the world 

He loves, as a sacrament of his grace.  

 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS 

There are people in our area who recently lost 

employment and are apprehensive about their 

financial situation for the future. Help us rebuild 

our economy and our community by always 

supporting local businesses.  We will come out of 

this kinder, stronger and more grounded in the 

truth of what’s really important in our lives.    

 

    FR. ADRIAN 



DAILY ROSARY 

One group of daily Mass-goers continue to join 

together via conference call for the recitation of the 

rosary. To join with them, call Charlie Kempton at 

516-528-3793.   

 

CDA COURT ST. AIDAN #1577  

2020 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

 Father Tulley Memorial Scholarships 

 Christina Cooke         Nicholas Whitlock 

 Joan P. Foy Memorial Scholarships 

 Susanna Denny          William Morrisey 

 Judith Dunlop Memorial Scholarships 

 Victoria Caroddo         JonAnthony Panaro 

 CDA Nassau County Education Committee 

Scholarships 

 JonAnthony Panaro    Michael Gavagan         

 Andrew Marotta.  

 

FAITH FORMATION  

CHRIST IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA! 

 Religious Education classes will not resume until 

September.   

 Grades 7 and 8 Parents:  I will continue to 

monitor the circumstances and will make any 

adaptations necessary regarding Confirmation 

preparations.  Please be sure your children are 

studying the Catholic Basics section of their 

Confirmation packets (green sheets) and 

completing the project sheets that were 

previously due.  You will receive updates as more 

information is available. 

 First Communion Parents:  All April and May First 

Communions have been cancelled.  Please 

continue to work with your children about 

receiving Holy Communion.  You can refer to the 

materials that were provided at the First 

Communion Parents’ Meetings.  You will receive 

updates as information is available. 

 During this most important time in the liturgical 

year, the Easter season, since we cannot attend 

Holy Mass, the following websites may be helpful.  

Google USCCB (United States Catholic Conference 

of Bishops) which provides the Scripture readings 

for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made available to 

the children at the Family Mass, is providing 

videos and articles about how to celebrate THE 

Easter season at home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and sadlierreligion.com have 

some family activities and informative articles. 

If you need to reach me during this time, please email 

me at esmith@staidanparish.org.  I promise to keep 

you posted as we continue to move through these 

challenging days.   

Let us pray for one another.  Elaine Smith.   

The Faith Formation Office wishes all mothers, 

grandmothers, and godmothers a Blessed Mother’s 

Day!  Jim, Maryann, Carolyn, Liz, and Elaine.   

 

FAMILY MASS 

Today is the Fifth Sunday of Easter!  Each week we 

are continuing to focus on a Word of the Week to 

provide a simple link to Sunday Mass that families 

can use throughout the following week during this 

time when we cannot attend Mass in person.  This 

week’s Word of the Week is DWELL.  Place the word 

DWELL on the refrigerator as a reminder during the 

week.  Today’s Gospel story (John 14:1-12) uses the 

word DWELL meaning to live or remain somewhere.  

Jesus is preparing the Apostles for His return to the 

Father in Heaven.  He describes Himself by saying, “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”  Children understand 

that sometimes we need to prepare for things 

especially things that are big.  Since Jesus is the way 

through which we can get to Heaven, talk with the 

children about the importance of living and 

remaining with Jesus always.  Here are some ideas to 

incorporate into family life during the week.  Pray as 

a family and individually especially for those who 

don’t know about Jesus.  Ask Jesus and the Blessed 

Mother to help to use your family to help others.  

When conflicts arise (and they will during this time of 

restrictions) remind children about what they should 

do by saying, “What would Jesus do for this person or 

in this situation?”  Work on a family project to help 

the family grow closer together.  This could be 

preparing a meal together, or spending some quality 



time enjoying the beauty around us.  Follow this up 

with discussing each family member’s reaction to the 

experience, and ending the activity with a family 

prayer, mentioning some of the comments from the 

previous discussion.  Brainstorm ideas about how to 

DWELL with Jesus and have children draw some of 

the ideas.  Remember to display the artwork.  May is 

the month of the Blessed Mother.  Teach young 

children the prayers of the Rosary.  Try saying just 

one decade of the rosary together. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

In light of the impending health crisis affecting our 

community the Social Ministry office would like to 

provide help to the elderly, homebound, the  immuno 

suppressed and anyone in need of food or non-

perishable supplies.   We are in need of mayonnaise, 

mustard, laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid, 

Clorox wipes, baby wipes, cans of soup, oil and 

cookies.  Please drop items in the church.  Please 

contact the rectory at 516-746-6585 or our parish 

cell 516-404-2746.   Thank you, Ro Cavallaro     

 

___________________________ 

 

POETRY FOR A 

PANDEMIC  

To submit a poem you 

composed for our 

bulletin, please send it 

to our parish email 

lynnp@ 

staidanparish.org 

 

"Desiderata" (Latin: "things desired") is an early 

1920s prose poem by the American writer Max 

Ehrmann.  We shared this with Eighth Grade.   

 

DESIDERATA 

BY MAX EHRMANN.   

 

GO PLACIDLY amid the noise and the haste, and 

remember what peace there may be in silence. As far 

as possible, without surrender, be on good terms 

with all persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to 

others, even to the dull and the ignorant; they too 

have their story. 

 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are 

vexatious to the spirit. If you compare yourself with 

others, you may become vain or bitter, for always 

there will be greater and lesser persons than 

yourself. 

 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep 

interested in your own career, however humble; it is 

a real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 

 

Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the 

world is full of trickery. But let this not blind you to 

what virtue there is; many persons strive for high 

ideals, and everywhere life is full of heroism. 

 

Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection. Neither 

be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and 

disenchantment, it is as perennial as the grass. 

 

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully 

surrendering the things of youth. 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden 

misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark 

imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and 

loneliness. 

 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with 

yourself.  You are a child of the universe no less than 

the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the 

universe is unfolding as it should.  

 

Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you 

conceive Him to be. And whatever your labors and 

aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace 

in your soul. With all its sham, drudgery and broken 

dreams, it is still a beautiful world.  

 

Be cheerful. Strive to be happy. 

 

_________________________________________________________ 



Jessica Salfia is a writer and an English teacher from 

Martinsburg, West Virginia posted a poem on Twitter.  

Everyone has received at least one of these emails, and 

now they’ve been elevated to poetry. 

 

THE FIRST LINES OF EMAILS I’VE RECEIVED 

WHILE QUARANTINING 

BY JESSICA SALFIA  

 

In these uncertain times 

as we navigate the new normal, 

are you willing to share your ideas and solutions? 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

I know you are up against it: 

the digital landscape. 

We share your concerns. 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

We hope this note finds you and your family safe. 

We’ve never seen anything like this before. 

Here are 25 Distance Learning Tips! 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

Feeling Fiesta today? Happy Taco Tuesday! 

Calories don’t count during a pandemic. 

Grocers report flour shortages as more people are 

baking than ever! 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

Count your blessings. Share your blessings. 

Get Free Curb-side pick up or ship to your house! 

Chicken! Lemon! Artichokes! 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

How are you inspiring greatness today? 

We have a cure for your cabin fever. 

Pandemic dial-in town hall TONIGHT! 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

Mother’s Day looks a little different this year. 

You’re invited to shop all jeans for 50% off! 

Yes, buy 1, get 1 free! 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

Call us to discuss a loan extension without penalty. 

ACT NOW: Tell Congress Charters should Not Line 

their Pockets During the COVID crisis. 

Now shipping facemasks  

as recommended by the CDC. 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

This is not normal. 

Take a deep breath in. Let it out. 

During these challenging times, we’re here for you. 

As you know, many people are struggling. 

 

Every day suddenly feels the same.  

That doesn’t have to be a problem. 

Big books to read during the quarantine 

Stop saying ‘we’re all in this together.’  

You have money. It’s not the same. 

Follow our updates on Facebook . 

Follow our updates on Twitter. 

_____________________________________ 

 

Poetry is a reminder of the beauty of life, especially at 

times of grief and upheaval.    

 

EVERYTHING IS GOING TO BE ALL RIGHT  

BY DEREK MAHON 

  

How should I not be glad to contemplate 

the clouds clearing beyond the dormer window 

and a high tide reflected on the ceiling? 

There will be dying, there will be dying, 

but there is no need to go into that. 

The poems flow from the hand unbidden 

and the hidden source is the watchful heart. 

The sun rises in spite of everything 

and the far cities are beautiful and bright. 

I lie here in a riot of sunlight 

watching the day break and the clouds flying. 

Everything is going to be all right. 

________________________________________ 

 

 





















Today is the Fifth Sunday of Easter. It 

is also Mother’s Day. The former is a 

liturgical designation, the latter is 

not. But for us, it is a special day to 

celebrate all our Mothers, which, for 

many of us, also includes 

Grandmothers. And, as Catholics, two 

other Mothers.  

First, obviously, most of us got some 

of our earliest exposure to God 

through our mothers and 

grandmothers. Maternal love is a 

great example of God’s 

unquestioning love for us. No matter 

what we do, our mother, like God, 

still loves us. And who heard our first 

night prayers, as we were tucked 

into bed? Most likely, our mother. 

Just as our mothers nurtured us, so 

does Holy Mother the Church. Both 

St. Paul and the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church refer to the Church 

as the bride of Christ, so she serves 

as Mother to her children, teaching, 

nurturing, and always loving us. That 

is what mothers do. 

 

And then there is Mary, the Mother 

of God, and our Mother. We celebrate 

her all during this month of May, but 

perhaps we should think of her 

especially today. In Roman Catholic 

Mariology, Mother of the Church (in 

Latin Mater Ecclesiae) is the title, 

officially given to Mary during the 

Second Vatican Council by Pope St. 

Paul VI. The title was first used in the 

4th century by Saint Ambrose of 

Milan. The title "Mother of the 

Church" was used by Pope Benedict 

XIV in 1748 and then by Pope Leo 

XIII in 1885. The title was later also 

used by Pope St. John Paul II and can 

be found in the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church. Pope John Paul II 

stated that overall the title indicates 

the Blessed Virgin Mary's maternity 

of Christ's faithful, as deriving from 

her maternity of Christ in that "Mary 

is present in the Church as the 

Mother of Christ, and at the same 

time as that Mother whom Christ, in 

the mystery of the Redemption, gave 

to humanity in the person of the 

Apostle. Thus, in her new 

motherhood in the Spirit, Mary 

embraces each and every one in the 

Church, and embraces each and 

every one through the Church.”  Pope 

John Paul II’s reference is to St. 

John’s Gospel. Remember how nearly 

all of Jesus’ disciples abandoned Him 

on Calvary. Among the few who did 

not were Mary, His mother, who 

would never abandon Him, or us, 

and, notably, so is “the one whom 

Jesus loved.”  St. John never identifies 

himself by name in the Gospel. But in 

this case, it is even more important 

that he leaves the name out. From 

the cross, Jesus says to Mary and the 

disciple “Woman behold your son. 

Behold your mother.” The one whom 

Jesus loved isn’t named. Because he 

is all of us. Jesus gives His Mother to 

all of us. He loves His mother dearly, 

and He gives her to all of us. God is 

love. He gives us everything He can 

offer us. And in giving His Mother to 

all of us as our Mother, He gives us 

one of His greatest gifts.  

 

Finally, for us as Americans, Mary, 

our mother, is also special under 

another title. Under the title The 

Immaculate Conception, she is our 

patron saint. 

 

So on this Fifth Sunday of Easter, let 

us celebrate all our mothers and 

grandmothers. Those who first loved 

us and taught us about God. And our 

spiritual mothers, the Church and the 

Blessed Virgin. And just as our 

mothers always had words of 

wisdom for us, let us hear from Our 

Mother, Our Lady, in the last words 

of hers recorded in the Gospels. It 

was at the wedding feast at Cana, and 

when the wine ran out and she asked 

Jesus to take care of it, she told the 

servers, “Do whatever He tells you.” 

Like much of what our mothers told 

us, that is really good advice, on the 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, and every 

day. 

 

The Readings for the Fifth Sunday of 

Easter have many themes. I would 

like to take this opportunity to 

discuss those that seem to stand out: 

Faith, Trust and Action, or Service.  

In the First Reading from the Acts of 

the Apostles (6:1-7), we learn of how 

this “new Church” was growing so 

rapidly with new members that it 

created the need for additional 

workers to help the Apostles with 

the important but less liturgical 

functions of the community. So, after 

praying for guidance, the apostles 

chose and anointed men from the 



Greek-speaking converts (Hellenists) 

who were "filled with faith and the 

Holy Spirit" to help. Faith and the 

Holy Spirit are prime criteria for 

anyone who is truly inspired and 

committed to serve Christ through 

His Church. Putting our faith into 

action requires trust in the Holy 

Spirit that our abilities will measure 

up. It should not be a way of fulfilling 

our own needs.   

The Responsorial Psalm (33:1-19) 

exemplifies the qualities of the Lord 

that place Him above all other 

powers, which should draw us to 

worship Him in "good times and 

bad." This takes a sincere 

commitment of faith that goes 

beyond natural understanding.   

The Second Reading, from the First 

Letter of St. Peter (2:4-9), talks about 

building up the Church and likens 

each member to a precious stone 

needed to build the community. Of 

course, the most important of these 

is the keystone or cornerstone. Each 

and every member of our parish is 

needed to build and maintain our 

church. No one person can consider 

himself or herself as too insignificant 

or too unimportant to serve. Jesus 

Himself was rejected by the chief 

priest and rulers of the temple of His 

time, yet He became the Divine Head, 

the cornerstone of all Christianity.   

In the Gospel Reading, from the 

Gospel of John (14:1-12), we hear 

how the Apostles are saddened by 

the news that Jesus will be leaving 

them soon. This obviously 

undermined their confidence and 

they became fearful. Jesus assures 

them that He will be watching over 

them even if he is not pre-sent. 

Again, this takes faith and 

commitment. What would be your 

feelings if you were among the 

Apostles during the night of the Last 

Supper?   

Jesus is the divine head of the 

Church; therefore, the Church will 

live until the end of time. (See Matt: 

28:20) Are you really a part of the 

Church? Remember, registration is 

only the first step to membership. It 

takes faith and commitment to be a 

member of Christ's Church; but most 

importantly, it takes active 

participation in its activities, liturgies 

as well as financial support to be a 

full-fledged member. Something to 

think about during your prayer time 

this week! MFB 

Liberty or Religious Oppression: 

A Time to Choose (Part 2) 

  

Some faith leaders around the 

country have persisted in holding in-

person services - a matter of 

religious freedom - despite state and 

local limits on public 

gatherings.  These gatherings are 

usually held in the church parking lot 

as parishioners remain safely in their 

cars. However, both parishioners and 

pastors have been arrested and 

fined.  "Instead of using a scalpel to 

address this, they're using a 

chainsaw," said Liberty Counsel. (1) 

 In mid-April, Attorney General Barr 

said the government "may not 

impose special restrictions on 

religious activity that do not also 

apply to non-religious 

activity." (2)  Therefore, if the 

government allows assembly in 

comparable places (grocery 

stores) "even in times of emergency, 

when reasonable and temporary 

restrictions are placed on rights, the 

First Amendment and federal 

statutory law prohibit discrimination 

against religious institutions and 

religious believers." (3) 

 "Religious freedom in America is not 

simply a fundamental right but a 

foundational one," wrote KrisAnne 

Hall, JD, Constitutional 

attorney.  "The settlements of the 

first American colonies were 

established in the flight from 

oppressive religious 

persecution.  Christian martyrs and 

patriots secured our God-given right 

to Freedom of Religion with their 

suffering and even with their 

lives."  (4) 

 "We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights..."  (The Declaration of 

Independence, July 4, 1776) 

 By what authority does the 

government declare the church non-

essential?  "The church is a place 

where people turn for help and for 

comfort in a climate of fear and 

uncertainty."  For almost two 

millennia, "the church has been 

viewed by Western civilization as an 

essential part of society, a refuge in 

time of trouble or need, a place of 

peace and a sanctuary ...," KrisAnne 

Hall wrote. (5) 

 

Remember civil and religious liberty 

always go together: if the foundation 

of the one be sapped, the other will 

fall of course. - Alexander Hamilton  




