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We invite 

everyone to 

walk with 

Jesus  

and 

experience 

His healing 

power and 

love 
 

THE RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED 
 
TO LEAVE A PHONE MESSAGE  
CALL 516-746-6585 
 
TO TALK TO A PRIEST 
CALL 516-404-2746 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are hereby dispensed from 
their obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass.  Masses are said in private for 
the intentions listed in the 
bulletin. Daily Mass from the Church of 
St. Aidan can be viewed at 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.   
 
ALL LITURGIES ARE SUSPENDED  
No further liturgies are permitted at 
the Church of St. Aidan until further 
notice. This includes funerals, 
weddings, baptisms, and any other 
cause for gathering people together in 
the church, other than private 
prayer. Emergency sacraments are 
permitted, as always, but while 
exercising the proper health 
precautions. Burial services may be 
offered if possible, while observing all 

safe distance precautions, and should 
be done at the gravesite. Wake 
services should no longer be 
conducted. Both wakes and funeral 
(memorial) Masses can be postponed. 
Confessions will not be advertised or 
scheduled. However, confession can 
be conducted when urgently needed 
and when requested on a case-by-case 
basis. Call 516-404-2746.  Please 
observe safety precautions. 
 
CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 10:00 AM to 1:00 
PM.  You may enter by the door at 
the St. Francis garden or the door for 
the disabled.  Please maintain the 
proper precautions regarding 
distancing and do not congregate in 
groups of people.   
 
PARISH EMAIL 
If you wish to be added to email 
distributions of the Parish Bulletin and 
other messages, please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net. She 
will manually add you to receive 
emails from our Parish through our 
email server Constant Contact. 
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SEVENTH WEEK OF EASTER 
 

MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN PRIVATE BY THE PRIESTS 
 
MONDAY, MAY 25  EASTER WEEKDAY / MEMORIAL DAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Sal Chimienti 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Dominic Ondryas (20th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Thomas O’Hara (Birthday Rem.)—  
No Mass 5:30 PM (Memorial Day) 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 26  ST. PHILIP NERI, PRIEST 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Nora Sullivan 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Rocco Filazzola (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Kenneth LaMontagne (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Charles & Gloria Schnall  
      (74th Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 EASTER WEEKDAY   
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Nora Sullivan (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Msgr. James M. McDonald 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Father Edward Fitzpatrick (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Kenneth La Montagne (1st Anniversary Rem.)
  
THURSDAY, MAY 28 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM V. J. Joseph (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 9:00 AM Pauline & Leroy Smith 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Dario Fellin (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Michelle Bonkowski 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 29  EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Colin O’Sullivan (11th Anniversary Rem.)  
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Jack Novack 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Frank & Barbara DeStefano 
      (49th Wedding Anniversary) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Tomas Tolentino (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, MAY 30 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Robert Burkhard 
Fr. Ed  5:00 PM  Charles Sheridan (Birthday Rem.) 
    Sharon McDermott (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Alphonse Esposito (Birthday Rem.) 
    Irene Minucci 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Patricia Loiacono 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 31  PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM Joseph Paggi 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Michael Caputo 
Fr. Ed  10:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Armand Villa 
    Christopher Sharkey 
    Michael Lopez (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
    R. Raul Lopez (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Christopher Laurito 
    Lv. Ints. of Linda Inglima 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Sharon McDermott (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

Keep in 

your mercy 

those men 

and 

women 

who have 

died in the 

cause of 

freedom 

and bring 

them safely 

into your 

kingdom 

of justice 

and peace 



On Thursday we celebrated the Feast of 

the Ascension.  Have you ever noticed 

how hard it is to say goodbye? Some of 

us have an awful time bringing closure 

to our visits. Listen to the story of Father Jones. 

Father Jones was a young priest who went to call on 

some parishioners one afternoon.  He chatted with them 

for a while, drank two cups of coffee, then braced 

himself for his goodbye:  "Well, I think I better be going 

now."  But the lady of the house said: "Oh no! Father 

Jones, can't you really stay a little longer?"  Never one to 

lie, he said: "Oh well, I guess I could stay a little longer."  

So he stayed.  He drank eleven cups of coffee. By now 

night was falling.   He rose again.  "Well, now," he said 

shyly, "I think I really ..." Can't you stay longer?" the lady 

said politely, "Why can't you join us for supper?" Never 

one to lie, he said: "Oh well, I could stay..."  Good, my 

husband will be delighted." 

So they had supper. After supper he started to excuse 

himself again, but the lady of the house showed him 

photographs.  By 8:30 he had examined seventy-one 

photos. He stood to leave.  "I must go now," he pleaded. 

"It's only half past eight, Do you have anything to do?" 

Never one to lie, he admitted: "nothing."  So he stayed 

the rest of the evening drinking coffee and looking at 

photographs.  It got too late to drive home so they 

invited him to sleep on the couch.  

In the days that followed the priest lived his entire time 

in the drawing room drinking coffee and staring at 

photographs, but the lack of air and exercise began to 

take its toll on his health.  Eventually they carried him 

upstairs in a raging delirium of fever. At times he would 

start up from his bed and shriek: "Well, I think I..." and 

then would fall back on his pillow with a horrible gasp. 

At other times he would leap up and cry: "Another cup 

of coffee and more photographs!"  After a month of 

agony he died.  They say that when the last moment 

came, he sat up in bed with a beautiful smile of 

confidence on his face and said: "Well, the angels are 

calling me; I'm afraid I certainly have to go now.  

Goodbye!" 

Father Jones reminds us how hard saying good bye 

really is. Carly Simon sang, "Nobody ever stays in one 

place anymore.  You say hello, but I say goodbye."  So it 

is that we find the disciples hearing a goodbye from the 

Leader who it seemed only months before had said 

hello.  Jesus has finished his job and now returns to 

Heaven. His good-bye to his disciples meant that he 

believed in them.  He believed that they were ready for 

the next phase of spiritual growth.  Far from saying 

goodbye, God was really saying hello in a big way.  At 

Pentecost He would fill them with His very Spirit.  Now 

God will no longer be contained to a single person in 

single location on planet earth.   By coming into our 

very lives God now wants to work through us, giving us 

the power to live out our faith, to share the Good News, 

and to grow in our relationships.  God has granted us 

the Spirit and that means that we are filled with the 

power to follow in His footsteps, to be in joyful mission 

to a hurting world.   

In the midst of our present crisis let us embrace and 

celebrate God's big hello, the giving of God's Comforter 

and Encourager. For we are the people of God, 

empowered by the Spirit of Jesus. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Sue Fleming 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Anthony Melchor 

David Woodward 

Marie Tedesco 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED 

Vincenza Cosola 

Alfred Bieber 

Nunzio Pantano 

Manny Schinina 

Grace Krukowski 

Rosemary Holmes 

Rosemarie Paganelli 

Nora Tansi 

Margaret Tarnasky 

Suzanne Dunlop 

Kevin Dunn 

Margaret Mumm 

Elizabeth O’Sullivan 

Robert F. Hesse 

Walter Stachurski 

Frederick Wing 

Herbert Wetzler  

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from 

You.  Amen 

 

A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, as our nation pauses today 

to remember those in the military who have 

given their lives for freedoms we enjoy, we 

pray you would have us all look to you for 

strength, comfort and guidance. Be with all 

who serve in our Armed Forces. Bless them 

and their families. Grant your loving 

protection. Let peace prevail among all the 

nations, O God. Especially let your mercy 

rest upon our land, even as we acknowledge 

with thanksgiving your past goodness on 

this country. If it is your will, preserve the 

lives of the men and women in uniform as 

they defend our citizenry. Most of all, we 

pray that you would turn the hearts of all – 

military and civilian – to your Word where 

we find the true peace for our souls that 

surpasses all understanding. Move us to 

know, take hold and treasure your saving 

grace. In the name of Jesus, our Savior and 

Your beloved Son, who alone gives this 

peace and hope for eternity, we pray. Amen.  



 

 

DEAR PARISHIONERS 

 

Memorial Day is a day when the nation can and should honor the men and women who died in 

battle on behalf of our nation. This weekend has also come to signify things of far less significance: 

the opening of the public pool, the start of summer, the firing up of the backyard grill, and a day 

off. But this year’s remembrance will be different as most activities have been suspended.  We still 

need to stop and think deeply about those who paid the ultimate price for the cause of their 

nation.  Their example of bravery and devotion reminds us all of the sacrifice, devotion, and 

courage of Jesus Christ who lay down His life for His friends.   

 

Sometimes we take our freedoms for granted but we know they came at a cost.  In fact, the ability 

to stand against and denounce some of the State’s decisions regarding the right to life and other 

issues that are contrary to our beliefs, is a right that is actually bought and paid for by those who 

served and died in battle.  We thank God for our freedoms.   Some of the finest men and women 

from our parish currently serve their country in the military or are veterans of recent wars.  So 

today we take this opportunity to support and encourage these brothers and sisters in Christ.  We 

especially pray for the families in our parish who have wounds from personal losses in recent 

wars. May our prayers today bring healing and peace.   

 

PRAYER 

God of power and mercy, you destroy war and put down earthly pride.  Banish violence from our 

midst and wipe away our tears, that we may all deserve to be called your sons and daughters.  

Keep in your mercy those men and women who have died in the cause of freedom and bring them 

safely into your kingdom of justice and peace. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

We invite all our second graders attending St. Aidan’s Religious Education program to come to a 

church drive through on Saturday, May 30th (raindate May 31st).  If your child attended class on 

MEMORIAL DAY  



Monday, please come at 12:00 PM.  Tuesday children should come at 1:30 PM.  Looking forward to 

meeting you all. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

A short Pentecost Prayer Service for teens (with a parent/guardian or family) will be held on 

Sunday, May 31 @ 6:00 P.M. in the parking lot behind St. Aidan Upper School.  Please bring a 

folded piece of paper with a prayer intention or request for God written on it for the prayer 

service.  Also, we will be collecting canned goods for the Parish Food Pantry, please donate if you 

are able.  Social distancing guidelines will be followed.  Face masks/coverings must be worn.  Pre-

register with Steve Loewenthal by phone at (516) 410-6461 or by email at SaintAidanYouthGroup 

@gmail.com.   

 

CHURCH RECOVERY 

After several months of ministry in the midst of a pandemic, things are slowly beginning to shift. 

Some states have begun re-opening.  Most states and churches are announcing and exploring 

phased stages of regathering.  At St. Aidan Church and School we are thinking about recovery and 

what the “next normal” will look like, but we need to maintain a balance between caution and 

confidence.  Please be patient.  You can always join us for daily Mass on staidanparish.org and on 

Facebook.  Our weekly bulletin is dispersed in PDF format and a limited number of paper copies 

are available in the church.  If you wish to donate food to families assisted by our social ministry, 

please drop your gifts at the rectory office door.  To speak to a priest, call the parish cell 516-404-

2743.  It’s thanks to your financial support that St. Aidan Church and school will still be here after 

theses challenging weeks.  Already 321 parishioners are donating online while many others mail or 

drop their donation at the rectory office.  Things are different and painful right now, but the 

mission of the church remains.  Thank you for your support.  

 

RING THE BELLS IN THANKS 

We thank all those parishioners who are serving on the front lines of the medical response to the 

coronavirus, and those serving in essential services. The bells of St. Aidan ring out a patriotic song 

every evening at 5:00 PM in thanks to you.  Nourished by the Lord’s presence, you are dispersed 

to the world He loves, as a sacrament of His grace.  

 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS 

There are people in our area who recently lost employment and are apprehensive about their 

financial situation for the future. Help us rebuild our economy and our community by always 

supporting local businesses.   

 

We will come out of this kinder, stronger and more grounded in the truth of what’s really 

important in our lives.    

       FR. ADRIAN 



DAILY ROSARY 

One group of daily Mass-goers continue to join 

together via conference call for the recitation of the 

rosary. To join with them, call Charlie Kempton at 

516-528-3793 

 

WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations to Pat and Bill Fischer who 

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary recently.  

They have lived in Williston Park since 1963, and 

been parishioners of St. Aidan’s Parish since 

then. They celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on May 7, 2020.   

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

In light of the impending health crisis affecting our 

community the Social Ministry office would like to 

provide help to the elderly, homebound, the  immuno 

suppressed and anyone in need of food or non-

perishable supplies.    

We are in need of mayonnaise, laundry detergent, 

dishwashing liquid, Clorox wipes, baby wipes, oil, 

chop meat, chicken, frozen pizza, bread, milk and 

hamburgers.  Please drop items to the door of the 

rectory office.   

Many thanks to all who regularly donate to the food 

pantry.  Last week Mary Ann McDermott celebrated a 

significant birthday and instead of receiving gifts, she 

asked her family and friends to donate food to the 

pantry.  How thoughtful.   

Contact the rectory at 516-746-6585 or our parish 

cell 516-404-2746.    

Many thanks , Ro Cavallaro 

 

FAMILY MASS 

Today is the Seventh Sunday of Easter.  Each week we 

are continuing to focus on a Word of the Week to 

provide a simple link to Sunday Mass that families 

can use throughout the following week during this 

time when we cannot attend Mass in person.  This 

week’s Word of the Week is GLORIFY.  Today’s Gospel 

continues with Jesus’ farewell to His followers.  He 

prays for Himself and His followers.  He expresses His 

intimate union with God the Father.  Discuss the 

meaning of the word GLORIFY.  (GLORIFY means to 

give the highest praise and honor to another.)  Help 

children understand the importance of giving God the 

highest place in their lives.  How does this happen?  

The answer is to live as God wants us to live and to 

“connect” with Him just as Jesus often did through 

prayer.  As a family, extend the prayer before dinner 

this week by adding a prayer of praise to God.  Look 

for opportunities to praise each family member by 

giving an authentic compliment for something good 

that was accomplished.  Take a few minutes to reflect 

on ways the family can make a small difference in 

another person/family’s life.  Bridge the gap with 

someone who needs you to get in touch with them.  

Remind children that as followers of Jesus, we are 

asked to be gentle with others.  This is especially 

effective when disagreements among family 

members occur.  Pray this week that each member of 

the family be filled with the Holy Spirit as we prepare 

to celebrate Pentecost next Sunday. 

 

FAITH FORMATION  

CHRIST IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA! 

 Religious Education classes will not resume until 

September.   

 Attention First Communion Religious Education 

Parents!  Since all the spring Communion dates 

had to be cancelled, we would like to celebrate 

our wonderful First Communion children who are 

having to wait longer for their special day by 

having a celebration drive through on Saturday, 

May 30th (raindate May 31st).  If your child 

attended class on Monday, please come at 12PM.  

Tuesday children should come at 1:30PM.  As the 



cars drive by, each car will 

briefly stop in front of the 

church and Fr. Adrian will 

give the First Communion 

child his/her Communion pin. 

There will also be greetings 

from catechists and Miss 

Elaine along with a little 

goodie bag.  It should be a fun 

way for us to celebrate our 

children and their families.  

Please come! 

 Grade 7 Confirmation 

Candidates:  All Confirmation 

Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports 

are cancelled for this school 

year. 

 Grade 8 Confirmation 

Candidates:  All Confirmation 

Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports 

are cancelled for this school 

year EXCEPT the 

Confirmation Registration 

Form, Sponsor Form, and the 

Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation.  

These items will be accepted 

during the summer when 

parish offices are open so 

sponsors can get the requested documentation 

from their home parishes.  When parishes reopen, 

a due date for these documents will be set. 

 Helpful Websites:  During this most important 

time in the liturgical year, the Easter season, since 

we cannot attend Holy Mass, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google USCCB (United 

States Catholic Conference of Bishops) which 

provides the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has many of 

the Mass worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate the Easter 

season at home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and religion.sadlierconnect.com 

have some family activities and informative 

articles. 

If you need to reach me during this time, please email 

me at esmith@staidanparish.org.  I promise to keep 

you posted as we continue to move through these 

challenging days.   

Let us pray for one another.   

Elaine Smith 

 



FINDING PEACE IN DISTRESS 

BY OWEN DUFFY, 7-1. 

 

These are trying times and we are troubled, the 

occupancy of hospitals is more than doubled. 

 

With the whole world feeling in distress, we must 

unite and get out of this mess. 

 

Everyone is bored and growing weary, but there are 

still ways we can stay cheery.  

 

There are new laws you must abide, but you can do a 

lot while staying inside. 

 

You can thank a hospital worker, or say a prayer, 

because when you need help, both are still there. 

 

Although times like these are very scary, while 

looking for guidance you can say a Hail Mary. 

 

While people think they need answers right away, put 

your trust in God and never stray. 

 

From the rich to the poor without food on their plate, 

anyone can trust God and believe in their faith. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

THEY WILL 

LOUISE M. SCHWARZCHILD  

 

Where happy sounds 

   of children’s laughter and giggles 

 rippled round the playground 

Only sparrows chirp and wait... 

 But no happy, little, running feet come near. 

Unlike other springs... 

        the silence is strange.  

When will the children 

         come and play again? 

Perhaps not yet,   

           But, they will— 

It’s called hope... 

        Just you wait and see. 

 

______________________ 

POETRY FOR A 

PANDEMIC  

To submit a poem you 

composed for our bulletin, 

please send it to our parish 

email lynnp@ 

staidanparish.org 

___________________________ 

 

Here is an email from Fr. William Evans who helped in 

the parish in the past.  He is from Sri Lanca and is 

assigned to the minor seminary in Siri Lance.  

 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

DISTANCE DOES NOT MATTER,WHEN MEMORIES 

ARE SWEET. SPECIAL PEOPLE ARE NEVER 

FORGOTTEN, THEY REMAIN ALIVE AS HEART 

BEATS…   

 

Hope all is well with you all !  Even though I did not 

communicate with you for a long time, I have not 

forgotten a single one of you. 

As I celebrate my daily Eucharist I make it a point to 

include all of you in my mass intention.  I think that is 

the greatest blessing you can receive - I guess ! 

During this unprecedented pandemic I thought that  

I would pen down a few words to explain how we are 

dealing with this destructive corona-virus in Sri 

Lanka.  Before that let me wish you all a Very Happy 

Easter!  Even though the Easter is far gone - still the 

season continues and the Risen Lord is always with 

us guiding and leading us.  So Happy Easter Season ! 

The continuous curfew which remained in two of the 

four high risked districts in our country for over one 

and half months since March 24 will be relaxed from 

today.  But the curfew in the districts where my 

family and I live, will continue to remain until further 

notice.  But even for the rest of the other districts the 

curfew restrictions  will prevail from 8.00 pm to 5.00 

am everyday. 

The civilian life and state and private sector in 23 

districts where curfew will be lifted for 15 hours this 

morning will resume under strict health and security 

guide lines issued by the health authorities, the 



Armed Forces and the Police.  So both public and 

private sector employees can travel to work by 

showing their official identification, an email, sms or 

Whatsapp message on their mobile phones, showing 

their proof of employment to the thousands of 

military and police personnel who will be deployed 

on the roads to maintain the health guidelines. 

Restaurants or shops that sell cooked food, tea, fruit 

juice, gyms are not permitted to resume operations 

as yet.  All shopping malls, cinemas and places which 

congregate people will be closed until further notice 

and garment stores will also remain closed. 

Grocery stores and supermarkets can re-open but 

have to ensure that a few customers are taken in at 

each time while a safe one metre distance is 

maintained.  Trains and buses will transport only 

working people.   Constructions sites, beauty salons 

and other businesses are allowed to resume work 

from today, subject to adhering to the guidelines 

issued to them.  However it will take at least another 

month to reopen schools and it will be done in four 

stages. And it will be done according to the 

recommendations of health authorities. 

The government has been going ahead with its 

program of repatriation of Sri Lankan students who 

are stranded overseas and so far around 800 have 

returned.  At the moment the total of Covid-19 

patients in Sri Lanka stands at 856 with 9 deaths. 

This is a kind of a summary of what is happening at 

the moment in our island. We continue to stay in, and 

my family members are also safe and trying to adjust 

to  the unexpected situation.  My three sisters are in 

one place locked down but surviving.  The uneasy 

truth about Sri Lanka's household is that most 

families are struggling to make ends meet. While 

admitting it openly, many families struggle to put 

enough food on the table and take care of their 

children. In the short term, the most significant 

impact is on daily-wage earners because  they are 

suddenly without any income. 

With regard to the Sacramental life, the Sunday 

Eucharist is televised via a few local channels on TV. 

Most of the churches are still closed, but soon the 

Cardinal will convene a meeting to discuss about the 

many practical and pastoral concerns that arise  from 

the prevailing situation of the pandemic. 

So how are things with you all ? 

The reports we get here are really frightening.  But, I 

believe that all powerful God will bring something 

good out of this disaster. Stay safe and healthy - be 

assured of my prayers. 

 

WHEREVER YOU ARE, I PRAY THAT GOD'S LOVE BE 

WITH YOU.   WHEREVER YOU GO, I PRAY THAT HE 

WILL PROTECT YOU.   

 

WHATEVER YOU DO, I PRAY THAT JOY WILL FILL 

YOUR HEART, BECAUSE YOU DESERVE EVERY GOOD 

GIFT A WONDERFUL LIFE CAN HOLD ! 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU MORE !   

FR. WILLIAM EVANS 



















"Catholic Bishops Urge that COVID

-19 Vaccine Be Free from Aborted 

Baby Cells 

  

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB), along with the 

leaders of many healthcare, 

bioethics, and pro-life organizations, 

is urging the Administration to make 

sure that vaccines for coronavirus 

are developed ethically and are free 

from any connection to the 

exploitation of abortion.  The 

coalition letter to the U.S. Food & 

Drug Administration strongly urges 

the federal government to "ensure 

that fundamental moral principles 

are followed in the development of 

vaccines, most importantly, the 

principle that human life is sacred 

and should never be exploited."  (1) 

 

"It is critically important that 

Americans have access to a vaccine 

that is produced ethically.  No 

American should be forced to choose 

between being vaccinated against 

this potentially deadly virus and 

violating his or her conscience." (2) 

 

This issue emerged because some 

politicians are urging the 

Administration to lift its restrictions 

on National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) research.  These restrictions 

prevent the use of any bodies of 

aborted children, often referred to as 

"fetal tissue."  Some media articles 

are claiming that the restrictions are 

preventing scientists from finding a 

vaccine for COVID-19 even though 

the restrictions against using 

aborted fetal tissue are not 

hindering research. 

 

Pharmaceutical companies around 

the world are also working to make 

a vaccine against COVID-

19.  Explaining current vaccine 

research, Dr. David Prentice, VP and 

Research Director for one company 

said, "... there are a lot (over 40) 

proposed or under development; ... a 

few raise concern because they use 

an abortion-derived cell line as part 

of the process." ... "their origin makes 

them ethically tainted."  (3) 

 

However, there are possible 

alternatives.  "There are actually 

many licitly (permitted by law) 

produced vaccines under 

consideration, including vaccines 

using insect cells, ethically-derived 

human cells, and some that use no 

cells at all," Dr. Prentice 

explained.  "It's important that we 

advocate for such vaccines and 

treatments so that all people can 

access new vaccines in good 

conscience."  (4) 

 

Many are not aware that common 

vaccines that grow in aborted fetal 

cells include: chickenpox, shingles, 

hepatitis A, rabies, MMR (measles, 

mumps, rubella).  These aborted 

fetal cells were originally used in the 

1960s and 1970s.  These same lines 

are still used today. 

While it's still too early to know 

what vaccine for COVID-19 will 

prove effective, scientists are certain 

that vaccines can be created without 

using fetal cell lines, and the bodies 

of aborted children are not 

necessary for medical research and 

advancements.  

 

(ProLife@usccb.org, 4/21/20(1); 

liveaction.org, 4/17/20(2)(3)(4); 

verywellhealth.com, 4/2/20; 

lifesiteews.com, 3/14/19) 

  

"Ethics is nothing else than 

reverence for life.”-  Albert 

Schweitzer, physician and 

humanitarian 

 

At one of the daily Masses celebrated 

via YouTube recently, Father Adrian 

spoke of a brief exchange with his 

mother when he was a teenager. He 

said he told her “I just don’t get 

anything out of Mass. I’m just bored 

at Mass.” I could relate to that, as I 

think many Catholics could, 

especially before Vatican II. I can 

also relate to his mother’s response: 

“You’ll get out of the Mass what you 

put into the Mass.” Part of the goal of 

Vatican II was to have the laity 

participate more in the Mass, and, 

therefore, hopefully get more out of 

it. One of the major changes made to 

facilitate this was to significantly 

increase our exposure to the Bible 

by drastically increasing the number 

and variety of readings to which we 

are exposed. Perhaps the hope was 

that by offering more variety in the 

readings, we would be less bored. 

But Vatican II also changed the 



Church’s attitude toward how the 

laity was to experience the Bible 

outside of Mass as well. Instead of 

discouraging us from reading it, or 

at least certainly not suggesting we 

read it, now we are encouraged to 

do so. And not just the New 

Testament, but also the Old 

Testament. If you recall from a past 

bulletin, pre-Vatican II, we heard 

roughly 1% of the Old Testament. 

Now, it is a bit more than 13%. And 

unless you attended daily Masses 

back then, it was even less. There 

were 78 Old Testament readings 

during the year. Twelve of them 

were read at the Easter Vigil, seven 

of which were repeated on the Vigil 

of Pentecost in case we missed them 

at the Easter Vigil. One was read on 

the Feast of St. John two days after 

Christmas, one on the Octave of 

Epiphany, thirty-seven during Lent, 

nearly all on weekdays, although 

many Catholics would be there at 

least for Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday which had Old Testament 

texts. If you have been doing the 

math, that leaves twenty-seven, and 

they were read on the Ember Days. 

So there is another reason those 

days were important. They provided 

a big portion of the little that we 

Catholics heard from the Old 

Testament. But why should that 

matter? Much of the Old Testament 

seems a bit out dated and can be 

difficult to understand. Our culture, 

our world, is very different from 

what it describes. And it is the book 

of the covenant with the Jewish 

people. We are people of the new 

covenant. But there is no new 

covenant without the old covenant. 

The new covenant is the fulfillment 

of the old, and that was critically 

important to the early followers of 

Jesus, the people who walked in The 

Way. They saw themselves as Jews, 

and in all the arguments put forward 

by the apostles, as we have been 

reading lately in Acts, and as in 

many of the epistles of St. Paul, the 

Old Testament is regularly quoted to 

prove than Jesus is the fulfilment of 

the Old Testament prophesies and 

the completion of the original 

covenant. Jesus, too, regularly 

quoted from the Old Testament, 

sometimes obviously to all, 

including us, as when St. Luke 

describes how he read from the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah in 

Nazareth and finished by saying 

“Today this scripture passage is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” When He 

says from the cross “My God, my 

God, why have You forsaken Me?” it 

doesn’t mean what it 

looks like at face 

value to us. But the 

early Christians 

would recognize it as 

a plea from the 22nd 

Psalm. We may 

interpret some of the 

Old Testament 

readings differently 

from how our Jewish 

forefathers, and 

neighbors might, but 

the fact that they 

were so critical to the 

founding of the 

Church makes them 

critical to us. If we 

really want to begin 

to understand God 

and His relationship 

with His people, we 

need to understand 

how this relationship 

developed over time. 

That means reading 

the Old Testament as well as the 

New Testament. Much of what 

happens in the latter does not have 

meaning without the former. If we 

do not have the Old Testament, how 

would we begin to comprehend why 

Jesus would have to die for us? So 

without the Old Testament and 

where we came from, how can we 

truly understand our faith? And that, 

I think, is a part of what the Church 

was trying to do with the reforms of 

Vatican II. One of the ways we can 

participate is to hear more of the 

Bible, and take what we hear home 

with us, and read the Bible to 

understand more completely. Try it, 

and maybe you will see the wisdom 

in what Fr. Adrian’s mother said: 

“You’ll get out of the Mass what you 

put into the Mass.” 




