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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 

THE RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED 
 
TO LEAVE A PHONE MESSAGE  
CALL THE RECTORY OFFICE 
516-746-6585 
 
TO TALK TO A PRIEST 
CALL THE PARISH CELL 
516-404-2746 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Masses are said in private for the 
intentions listed in the bulletin. Daily 
Mass from the Church of St. Aidan can 
be viewed at staidanparish.org and on 
Facebook.  Houses of Worship are 
permitted to host services that include 
no more than 10 people, wearing 
masks.  “Drive-in” Masses are 
permitted.  The Church of St. Aidan 
would be delighted to celebrate drive-
in Masses but the parking lot is not 
large enough to safely accommodate 
the number of people who would like 
to attend.  Please be patient as we 
await the next phase of the re-opening 
of parishes.   
 
COMMUNION  
Until further notice, Holy Communion 
will not be distributed at any liturgies, 
including Weddings and Funerals. The 
Act of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited communally .    

 
FUNERALS, WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS  
To schedule call the parish cell 516-
404-2746.  No more than 10 people in 
attendance, including the celebrant.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings are 
required  
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM.  Please enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the parish cell 516-404-2746. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-404-2746 (Cell)    

516-746-6055 (Fax)  
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
 
 
MONDAY, JUNE 1  THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,  
    MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Thomas Waters 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Debby Mossa (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Ada Perlman (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Ruth Walsh (Birthday Rem.) 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 2  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 9 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Beth Sara Greenapple 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Marty Iraggi (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Jeanine Uttaro 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Sr. Ann Hegarty  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 ST. CHARLES LWANGA &   
      COMPANIONS 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Sr. Patricia Tobin  
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Eugene Kelly (16th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Mary Kearns Walker 
  5:30 PM No Mass Intention   
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 4 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 9 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Sr. Ann Whalen  
Bishop Andrzej 9:00 AM Diane Warnitz 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Elaine Kotlowski (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Grace & James Hughes  
      (60th Wedding Anniversary) 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 5  ST. BONIFACE 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Angeliki Tripoulas 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Vincentine Goggin 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Anna Prunti (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30PM Clifford & Patricia Wilson 
  
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 9 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Sally Piltz (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  5:00 PM  Paul Karabela (Birthday Rem.) 
    Victor Werny (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Joseph Bruno (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Mario R. Donato (21st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7  THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM James Conaghan 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Ursula Trainor  
      and Virginia Bradley 
Fr. Ed  10:30 AM Philomena Cipriano 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM James Laverty 
    Lengiewicz, Wojcik & Silit Families 
    Lou Grimaldi 
    Guido Polverini (Birthday Rem.)  
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Joseph Dawson 
 

Veni 

Sancte 

Spiritus 

 

Come 

Holy 

Spirit  



“Oh, I sure am happy to see you, " the 

little boy said to his grandmother on 

his mother's side.  "Can you make the 

frog sound?"  Grandma says: "Honey, why do you 

want me to do that?"   And the little boy says: "Well, 

Dad said that when you croak, we’re in for a fortune!" 

Throughout time communication has always been a 

problem. There exists a giant gap between what is 

expressed and what is often heard.  Yet, 2000 years 

ago, something truly amazing happened.  The Holy 

Spirit had fallen fresh on the lives of believers and 

they were filled with passion to communicate the 

Gospel. Gathered from every culture and city, every 

nation and province, all speaking in foreign tongues 

but understanding each other, all expressing different 

voices but still in one accord.   

This was the time of Pentecost, when God ushered in a 

new age, the age of the Spirit and the birth of the 

Church for all people. Humanity was forever changed.  

Now the disciples of Jesus became not only capable of 

speaking all kinds of languages, but were willing to 

use those languages to contact people they never 

would have thought of addressing before. 

The power of the Holy Spirit was real.  It surrounded 

them, spoke through them, allowed them to 

understand God, each other, and their mission.  It 

moved them from believing in forgiveness to showing 

forgiveness;  from believing that God would protect 

them to actually venturing forth from the upper room 

into the danger filled streets of Jerusalem;  from 

thinking about what Jesus had said, to proclaiming 

what he said - in word - and in deed, and reaching out 

to heal, to serve - and to love - all those around them. 

There is a moment in  all of our lives when belief 

comes alive.  It is no longer a teaching of the Church in 

our heads, but an extension of Christ through our 

hands. That moment is the gift of the Holy Spirit. That 

moment is the fruit of the Holy Spirit which dwells in 

us, and seeks to bring us closer to God - and closer to 

one another. Many can look back and find a moment 

of an encounter with the Holy Spirit.  For the first 

disciples that moment happened with a rush of wind 

and tongues of fire.  For others it has come through 

God sending people to you to shape and direct your 

life.  That’s the Church in action. Either way, the Holy 

Spirit has influenced your life by speaking to you in a 

language that you can understand.   

Pentecost marks the beginning of the Church; a 

movement steeped in hope, renewal, and spiritual 

transformation.  For the Church to survive we must 

recapture some of the enthusiasm we had two 

millennia ago.  

The spiritual energy and vitality of Pentecost has 

enabled the Church to communicate the Gospel 

through two millennia.  During these days of isolation 

our world, our nation, our Church, continues to 

hunger for the grace of Jesus. May the Spirit continue 

to empower us as we emerge from isolation.  "When 

the Spirit of truth comes," said Jesus, "he will guide 

you into all the truth." That is the instruction we need, 

and that is what Christ promised to us.  Come Holy 

Spirit, renew the face of the earth. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Sue Fleming 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Anne Arcario 

Maureen La-O 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Anthony Melchor 

David Woodward 

Marie Tedesco 

 

Please call the parish cell, 

516-404-2746 to add a 

name to our prayer lists. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED 

Rev. Monsignor Romualdo A. 

Sosing, 

Robert F. Hesse 

Walter Stachurski 

Frederick Wing 

Herbert Wetzler 

William Gerstner 

Maria Martins 

Juan Sanchez 

Elias Beyrouty 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present 

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You 

above all things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from 

You.  Amen 



DEAR PARISHIONERS 
 

Like the apostles on the feast of Pentecost we are beginning to emerge from the confinement imposed 

on all of us.  Little by little we are attempting to rebuild our lives and livelihoods. Everybody has felt 

the impact of this experience, physically, economically, emotionally, psychologically and spiritually. 

We have gained new appreciation of the ordinary, the things we always took so much for granted; 

meeting friends, colleagues and family members, going to school and work, attending church. It is only 

when we are deprived of these precious things that we begin to realize their importance in our lives.  

 

At St. Aidan Church and School we are thinking about what the “next normal” will look like, but we 

need to maintain a balance between caution and confidence. Here are some recent updates: 

 

 Parishioners remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  The sick and vulnerable 

should stay at home.   

 

 Houses of Worship can host services that only include 10 people, wearing masks.  St. Aidan Church 

will remain open from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Masses are said in private by the priests. 

 

 Drive-in services are permitted, where possible, as long as social distancing rules are enforced.   The 

Church of St. Aidan would be delighted to celebrate drive-in Masses but the parking lot is not large 

enough to safely accommodate the number of people who would like to attend.  Please be patient as 

we await the next phase of the re-opening of parishes.   

 

 Holy Communion cannot be distributed at any liturgies, including Weddings and Funerals. The Act 

of Spiritual Communion may be recited communally. 

 

 Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms are permitted with no more than 10 people in attendance, 

including the celebrant.  Call the parish cell to schedule 516-404-2746.  Masks or cloth facial 

coverings are required for anyone over the age of 2 years. People with serious health conditions that 

prevent them from wearing masks are not required to do so. 

 

 Confessions can be scheduled in churches, provided there is a screen between the priest and 

penitent. Six feet of distance should also be maintained between priest and penitent. This will 

require most Confessions to be held outside of the confessionals.  Confessions are available in St. 

Aidan church sacristy meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM.  Please enter by the 

church door at the children's play area.  You can also make a confession appointment with a 

priest by calling the parish cell 516-404-2746. 

 

 We deeply appreciate all the help and support we have received in these days from so many of you.  

Already 330 parishioners are donating online and many others mail or drop their donation at the 

rectory office.  Food pantry donations can also be left at the Rectory office door. 



 

We will emerge from our self-imposed isolation with a sense of gratitude.  While the ‘hidden gift’ of 

these days is the rediscovery of the importance of being still and silent, we miss the buzz and bustle of 

St. Aidan Church and School.  And while we are blessed in these days to be able to celebrate the liturgy 

at staidanparish.org and on Facebook, we look forward to the day when we will return to celebrate 

Mass together in the church.  Empty buildings give us a renewed gratitude for people that make up St. 

Aidan Church and School and for the friendships formed throughout the years. 

 

There are many hidden heroes at this time, parents taking care of young children, teachers and other 

professionals working from home, the elderly courageously facing into lonely days and the rest of us, 

priests included, doing faithfully what we have promised before God. In the school section of today’s 

bulletin you will find a moving portrait of how one of our St. Aidan School seventh grade students is 

responding to the crisis.  Who among us has not felt inspired and grateful for the example of dedicated 

medical staff and public servants who have been working to keep us safe? The bells of St. Aidan ring 

out a patriotic song every evening at 5:00 PM in thanks to you.   

 

The challenge now is to keep 

this generosity and creativity 

growing as we slowly return to 

a new normal.  Please continue 

to support our local 

businesses.  

 

We will come out of this 

kinder, stronger and more 

grounded in the truth of what’s 

really important in our lives.  

We also emerge with a sense of 

loss. So many people have lost 

loved ones, friends and 

neighbors. We entrust them all 

into the loving embrace of the 

Risen Lord.   As we celebrate 

the great day of Pentecost and 

the conclusion of the Mystery 

of Easter, I wish each one of 

you and your loved ones every 

grace and blessing.   

 

FR. ADRIAN 



ORDINATION TO 

THE 

PRIESTHOOD 

Congratulations to Fr. 

Ambrose Arralde, O.P. 

who was ordained a 

priest on Saturday, 

May 23rd, in the 

Priory of the Immaculate Conception, Washington 

DC.  The ordaining prelate was the Most Reverend 

Wilton D. Gregory, Archbishop of Washington.  Fr. 

Ambrose is the son of Joseph and Noreen who are 

parishioners of St. Aidan.  Fr. Ambrose attended the 

College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA, and 

received his Bachelor’s in Classics. He entered the 

Novitiate shortly after graduating from 

college.  “Learning about the life of St. Dominic 

inspired me to join the Order of Preachers, especially 

his burning desire that all men experience the love 

and mercy of God as intensely as he experienced it.”  

Fr. Ambrose joined us many times for Mass at St. 

Aidan.  We look forward to celebrating a First Mass 

sometime in the future. 

 

MONSIGNOR 

ROMUALDO A. 

SOSING RIP 

Prayers are requested for 

the repose of the soul of 

Msgr. Romualdo A. Sosing 

who died May 24, 2020 of 

Covid-19.  He contracted 

the virus in early May.  Msgr. Sosing has served as 

pastor of Holy Name of Mary parish, Valley Stream, 

since June, 2011 and was a regular visitor to St. 

Aidan church where he celebrated Mass for St. Aidan 

BLD charismatic group.  Msgr. Sosing, 67, was a 

native of Northern Samar in the Philippines and was 

ordained for the Diocese of Catarman in 1977. He 

began his ministry in the Diocese of Rockville Centre 

in 2004 and has served as administrator of St. Luke’s 

Church, Brentwood, and associate pastor of Notre 

Dame, New Hyde Park, and St. Dominic, Oyster Bay.  

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at a later date . 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

We invite all our second graders attending St. Aidan’s 

Religious Education program to come to a church 

drive through on Saturday, May 30th.  If your child 

attended class on Monday, please come at 12:00 

PM.  Tuesday children should come at 1:30 

PM.  Looking forward to meeting you all.   

 

YOUTH GROUP 

A short Pentecost Prayer Service for teens (with a 

parent/guardian or family) will be held on Sunday, 

May 31 @ 6:00 P.M. in the parking lot behind St. 

Aidan Upper School.   

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

In light of the impending health crisis affecting our 

community the Social Ministry office would like to 

provide help to the elderly, homebound, the  immuno 

suppressed and anyone in need of food or non-

perishable supplies.    

We are in need of mayonnaise, laundry detergent, 

dishwashing liquid, Clorox wipes, baby wipes, oil, 

choped meat, chicken, frozen pizza, bread, milk and 

hamburgers.  Please drop items to the door of the 

rectory office.   

Many thanks to all who regularly donate to the food 

pantry.  Last week Marta Daly celebrated a birthday 

and instead of receiving gifts, she asked her family 

and friends to donate food to the pantry.   

Contact the rectory at 516-746-6585 or our parish 

cell 516-404-2746.    

Many thanks , Ro Cavallaro 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

"God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him might not perish 

but might have eternal life." Let God amplify the love 

in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are June 26

-28, 2020 in Huntington, NY and Nov 6-8, 2020 in 

Huntington, NY. For more information, call John & 

Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 



VISITING THE CHURCH 

The church of St. Aidan remains open from 10:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM.  Please wear a face mask.   

 

DAILY ROSARY 

To join together via conference call for the recitation 

of the rosary. To join with them, call Charlie 

Kempton at 516-528-3793 

 

FAMILY MASS 

Today is Pentecost Sunday when the Church 

celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit and the end 

of the Church’s Easter season.  Christianity 

“officially” started on Pentecost so we refer to today 

as the birthday of the church.  Each week during this 

time of waiting, we have been providing a Word of 

the Week.  This week’s Word of the Week is GIFTS.  

Put the word GIFTS on the refrigerator.  In today’s 

Gospel story (John 20: 19-23), Jesus appears to the 

disciples, who were gathered in a locked room.  They 

were afraid.  He breathed on them declaring, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.”  We first received the Holy 

Spirit when we were baptized.  Confirmation seals 

and empowers us with the special Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, which help us to live in close relationship with 

Jesus and others as we journey through our lives.  

This is a great time to talk about the Seven Gifts of 

the Holy Spirit as well as all the GIFTS God offers us 

with young teens preparing for Confirmation.  You 

can refer to the materials distributed at the 

Confirmation Parents’ Meetings for help.  Talk about 

the importance of the Holy Spirit with children of all 

ages.  Use the image of the wind or blow on your 

hand to help children understand that although we 

don’t see the air, we see the effects of the air.  

Although we can’t physically see the Holy Spirit, we 

can see the effects of His presence in the love and 

care we show to one another when we use the GIFTS 

the Holy Spirit gives us.  As a family, pray to the Holy 

Spirit asking that each member of the family be open 

to receive and use all the GIFTS the Holy Spirit has 

for each family member.  Have a birthday party for 

the church today perhaps with a candle, the birthday 

song and some special treat.  This is very effective 

with younger children.  Select one or two Gifts of the 

Holy Spirit that may be easier to focus on during the 

week with children such as fortitude/courage.  Try to 

think of ways those particular GIFTS can be practiced 

during the week.  Download a Pentecost coloring 

page and display it in your window.  Look for ways to 

share with those around you in need of help while 

practicing social distancing.  Even a smile goes a long 

way!  Remember we are the church and today is a 

very special day to celebrate! 

 

FAITH FORMATION  

Today is Pentecost Sunday.  Happy Birthday Church! 

 ON SITE EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 

ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 6TH AND 

7TH HAS BEEN CANCELLED.  Information about 

registration will be coming soon! 

 Attention First Communion Religious Education 

Parents!  Please continue to work with your 

children as we wait for further information about 

First Communion.  You can refer to the materials 

that were distributed at the First Communion 

Parents’ Meetings and the websites below. 

 Grade 7 Confirmation Candidates:  All 

Confirmation Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and Community Service 

Reports are cancelled for this school year. 

 Grade 8 Confirmation Candidates:  All 

Confirmation Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and Community Service 

Reports are cancelled for this school year 

EXCEPT the Confirmation Registration Form, 

Sponsor Form, and the Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation.  These items will be 

accepted during the summer when parish offices 

are open so sponsors can get the requested 

documentation from their home parishes.  When 

parishes reopen, a due date for these documents 

will be set. 

 Helpful Websites:  During this time of Mass 

attendance restrictions, the following websites 

may be helpful.  Google USCCB (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  



Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has many of 

the Mass worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  Loyolapress.com 

and religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative articles. 

If you need to reach me during this time, please email 

me at esmith@staidanparish.org.  I promise to keep 

you posted as we continue to move through these 

challenging days.  Let us pray for one another.   

Elaine Smith 

 

EMAIL 

To be added to our email list, please email Bonnie 

Parente at bparente@verizon.net. She will manually 

add you to receive emails from our Parish through 

our email server Constant Contact. 

SAINT AIDAN’S 

BOOSTER CLUB 

 

24 chances to win every month  

 

$30 Annual Membership  

 

Runs Sept. 2019 – Aug. 2020 

 

The Booster Club is 

administered by  

The Saint Aidan’s School Board 

 

 All proceeds directly benefit  

the school. 

 

Weekly Prizes: 

1 $25 winner  

AND 4 $20 winners 

 

Monthly Prizes: 

1 $50 winner  

AND 2 $25 winners 

 

Monthly Bonus Prizes 

1 $500 winner in  

March, June and December  

 

1 $100 winner in all other 

months 

 

Winning checks will be mailed 

within the next 10 days 

 

January Winners  
 

$20 Winners 

Mary Ward  

Anita & Albert Brewer  

Diane Dame   

Danny Paris 

Patricia Murphy   

Liliana Golembiowski  

Maria & Philip Amico  

Robert & Virginia Corkhill 

Caroline McGrath  

Grace M. Klvana  

Diane Lucas   

Dolores Connolly 

Edward Hajduk  

Annmarie Andreas  

Pat & Bill Lorusso  

Jane Davey 

 

$25 Winners 

Eleanor Lusardi  

Rosemary Morley  

Arlene & John Babyak 

Cathleen Bellew  

Christopher Malley  

Kathy Wellenbrink 

 

$50 Winner:  

Richard & Jennifer Dellolio 

 

$100 Winner:  

Carol Karen 

 

February Winners  
 

$20 Winners 

Susan Mattei  

Bill & Kathleen Cooke  

Joe & Eileen Watts  

John & Arlene Babyak 

Rosalia Gioia  

Rosemary Loughlin  

Virginia Casey   

Barbara Dankenbrink 

Joe Wilson  

Grace Klvana  

Richard Loughlin   

Anita & Albert Brewer 

Kathy Wellenbrink  

John & Anne Kiernan  

Rosalia Gioia   

Jane Gross 

 

$25 Winners 

Eileen P. Oliver  

Lillian Ciesluk   

Margaret Clark 

Margo Bores   

Maddy & Doug Cegels  

Ed & Kathleen Flaherty 

 

$50 Winner:  

Diane Dame 

 

$100 Winner:  

Karen & Bill Wiley 

 





















Churches 

Reopen in 

Some States in 

Defiance of 

Stay-At-Home 

Orders 

 

The bishops of Minnesota have 

permitted parishes to resume public 

Masses, and to defy a statewide order 

prohibiting religious gatherings 

exceeding 10 people.  “An order that 

sweeps so broadly that it prohibits, for 

example, a gathering of 11 people in a 

Cathedral with a seating capacity of 

several thousand defies reason, “the 

bishops of Minnesota’s six dioceses said 

in a May 20 statement.  “Therefore, we 

have chosen to move forward in the 

absence of any specific timeline laid out 

by Governor Walz and his 

Administration. We cannot allow an 

indefinite suspension of the public 

celebration of the Mass,” the bishops 

added.   “We can safely resume public 

Masses in accordance with both our 

religious duties and with accepted 

public health and safety standards.”  

The bishops’ letter permits parishes to 

resume public Masses May 26. (1) 

"The Constitution and the rights 

enshrined therein are not suspended 

during a pandemic, and neither is our 

religion," said Pastor Ionescu, 

Romanian Pentecostal Church in 

Chicago.(2)  A group of Romanian 

pastors joined a growing number of 

churches in Illinois and across the 

country by opening their churches, 

following guidelines, and defying stay-

at-home orders, which they consider 

unconstitutional.  The Chicago mayor 

had threatened, "we will take you to 

jail," if churches opened, reminding 

Ionescu of communist Romania where 

he saw pastors thrown into jail as 

criminals for preaching and gathering 

in ways forbidden by the government. 

Liberty Counsel, representing the 

Chicago pastors said, "The virus doesn't 

prefer churches over liquor stores, or 

shopping malls, or big box centers, or 

abortion clinics." (3) 

In California, 3,000 churches plan to 

defy shutdown orders and open on May 

31 because it marks Pentecost, the 

birth of the Christian church, making it 

fitting for a "rebirth" of services.  "Our 

churches are part of the answer, not 

part of the problem," said Pastor Danny 

Carroll. "We're an essential part of this 

whole journey and we've been 

bypassed - kicked to the curb and 

deemed nonessential. (4) 

The shutdown of houses of worship 

across the country has raised questions 

about the constitutionality of the orders 

and whether they infringe upon civil 

liberties.  Attorney General Barr has 

said he will crack down on possible 

religious freedom violations. 

(CatholicNewsAgency.com, 5/20/20 

(1); theepochtimes.com, 5/12/20(2)

(3); vvdaily.press.com,5/17/20; 

CNBC.com,4/2/20; dailycaller.com, 

5/8/20(4) 

“In practice, no law and no constitution 

can protect religious freedom unless 

people actually believe and live their 

faith… But it’s also true that no one can 

finally take our freedom unless we give 

it away.”   Archbishop Charles Chaput 

 

Today we celebrate Pentecost, 

commonly viewed as the founding 

moment of the Church, commemorating 

the day the Holy Spirit descended on 

the apostles in answer to the explicit 

promise of Our Lord. Traditionally, it 

was also referred to as Whitsunday for 

the white garments which were worn 

by those who were baptized during the 

vigil. It is one of the rare days when the 

priest wears red vestments, which 

today symbolize the fire of the Holy 

Spirit. All the other days on which red is 

worn are more somber: feasts of the 

Lord's Passion, Blood, and Cross, feasts 

of the martyrs, and Palm Sunday. 

The term Pentecost comes from the 

Greek Pente koste  meaning "fiftieth". It 

refers to the festival celebrated on the 

fiftieth day after Passover, also known 

as the "Feast of Weeks” and the "Feast 

of 50 days". For the Jews, the Festival of 

Weeks (Shavuot) is a harvest festival 

that is celebrated seven weeks and one 

day after the first Sabbath of the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread in Deuteronomy. 

The Festival of Weeks is also called the 

"first fruits of the wheat harvest” in 

Exodus. The date for the "Feast of 

Weeks" originally came the day after 

seven full weeks following the first 

harvest of grain. The actual mention of 

fifty days comes from Leviticus.  

During the Hellenistic period, which 

includes the years Jesus walked the 

earth, the ancient harvest festival also 

became a day of recalling the covenant 

God made with Noah after the flood 

when He promised never again to 

destroy all flesh in a flood. By that time, 

many Jews were already scattered 

throughout the Roman Empire, but 

Jerusalem was still the holy city of God 

for all the Jews. This is why we hear 

today in the reading from Acts that 

there were Jews from "every nation 

under heaven" in Jerusalem, visiting the 

city to celebrate Pentecost. This group 

of visitors includes both Jews and 

"proselytes" which we hear translated 

as "converts to Judaism". The term 

proselyte referred to non-Jews who 

adhered fully to the Mosaic laws, 

including circumcision. We will see 

more of them later as St. Paul spreads 

the new faith across the Empire. 

St. Jerome links Pentecost to the Jewish 

tradition, but shows how it represents 



the break from that old tradition to the 

new: “There is Sinai, here is Sion; there 

the trembling mountain, here the 

trembling house; there the flaming 

mountain, here the flaming tongues; 

there the noisy thunderings, here the 

sounds of many tongues; there the 

clangor of the Ramshorn, here the 

notes of the Gospel trumpet.” 

The events of Acts Chapter 2 are set 

against this backdrop of the celebration 

of Pentecost in Jerusalem, but giving it 

a new meaning, as St. Jerome noted. So 

there are several major events in the 

Pentecost narrative to demonstrate 

how decisive this new meaning is. The 

author, St. Luke, begins by relating that 

the disciples of Jesus "were all together 

in one place" on the "day of Pentecost"  

The verb used in Acts 2:1 to indicate 

the arrival of the day of Pentecost 

carries a connotation of fulfillment, in 

this case, the fulfillment of Jesus’ 

promise that Christ will baptize his 

followers with the Holy Spirit, the 

promised Paraclete, Who came upon 

them as "a power from on high" and 

proved His power and gifts to the 

Church as their lives completely 

changed that morning. There is a 

"mighty rushing wind" (wind is a 

common symbol for the Holy Spirit) 

and "tongues as of fire" appear. The 

gathered disciples were "filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance". Peter's sermon stresses the 

resurrection and exaltation. In it, Peter 

quotes the prophet Joel and Psalm 16 

to indicate that this Pentecost marks 

the start of the Messianic Age. So the 

new order has arrived very 

dramatically. The cowards who had 

fled from Calvary were suddenly 

emboldened to proclaim the Good 

News in all languages throughout 

Jerusalem, Judea, and to the ends of the 

earth, enabling them to become 

universal witnesses of the resurrection 

of Christ as the fundamental fact in 

historic Christianity, and to extend the 

church according to Christ's 

commandment. It is, therefore, the 

dividing line between the ministry of 

the Lord and the ministry of the Spirit.  

So join in saying “Happy Birthday” to 

our Church, as we celebrate the 

proclamation of the New Covenant and 

join the apostles in spreading this Good 

News throughout the world.  

 

May 31, 2020 The Feast of Pentecost  

Today the entire Church celebrates the 

great Feast of Pentecost, the coming of 

the Holy Spirit, and the pouring out of 

His graces and benefits on all the 

baptized. This is the official birthdate of 

the Church.   

Because there are different readings for 

the Saturday Vigil Mass and the Sunday 

Masses and they all focus on the event 

of the first Pentecost. We will use this 

commentary space to discuss the role 

of the Holy Spirit in both our individual 

lives and in God's Plan of Salvation.  

Years before Christ, the Jews celebrated 

Pentecost as an annual harvest festival. 

The word Pentecost comes from the 

Greek translation for “fifty days," 

meaning fifty days after the Jewish 

feast of Passover. For this celebration 

Jews from all over the world (primarily 

the Roman empire) came to Jerusalem 

for the feast. Because Jesus' death and 

resurrection occurred at Passover Time 

and His Ascension was forty days later 

and nearing the celebration of 

Pentecost, God used this Jewish holiday 

to bring forth the next great gift to 

mankind, the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit.   

The reference to "confusion" in the 

Tower of Babel story in the First 

Reading (Saturday Vigil Mass) 

contrasts with the "amazement and 

delight" of the people in the Second 

Reading (Sunday Masses). The first is a 

negative caused by evil intent, but the 

second is a positive caused by the Holy 

Spirit's coming for the benefit of all 

mankind. Prior to Christ's death and 

resurrection, the Holy Spirit was not 

available to man, but now He is being 

poured out on all mankind for our 

benefit, grace and spiritual direction.   

The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 

Trinity (and God) now takes up His role 

in God's Plan of Salvation. After Jesus 

Christ established the groundwork for 

the Church and left it in the hands of 

His apostles, He promised to remain 

with them forever (Matt: 28:20). This 

could not be done in physical form 

because His human nature was subject 

to the limitations of all human beings. 

So He is with us in the spiritual form of 

the Holy Spirit and continues to be with 

the Church (the People of God) forever. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit on the 

first Pentecost after Jesus' Ascension 

marks the official beginning of the 

Catholic Church, and we celebrate it as 

the birthday of the Church.   

The Holy Spirit's role is to guide and 

guard the institutional Church, and 

each of us as individuals, back to the 

Father to be united with Him forever 

when our time on earth is over. This 

sounds clear and easy enough, but 

unfortunately many people do not 

listen to the Holy Spirit trying to direct 

them. Such neglect is the cause of most 

of our worldly, as well as, personal 

problems. You are encouraged to pray 

to the Holy Spirit daily for His guidance 

and direction and to understand what 

it is that God would like from you as 

your part in His Plan of Salvation. 

Something to think about this week! 




