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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE IS OPEN 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
CALL 516-746-6585 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services for 25% capacity.  Masks 
or cloth facial coverings must be worn 
by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  Contact the 
Rectory office. 

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

516-746-6585 

516-404-2746 (Cell)    

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 

505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 
 
 
MONDAY, JUNE 22  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 12 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Juliana Im (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Maryann O’Hara (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Rose Mathews 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 12 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Anna Barkaus (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Joan D. Rampolla (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Nora Sullivan (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Julia Ward (21st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Pasquale Rizzi (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Emily Cahn (1st Anniversary Rem.)  
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 25 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 12 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Salvatore Gangi Dino (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Mary & Michael Hayes 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Joan DeFlorio (Birthday Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 26  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 12 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM John J. McCarren 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Mary DiFazio (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30PM Anne Eckhoff (63rd Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, JUNE 27 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 12 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  Eileen Flynn (Birthday Rem.) 
    Michael Pasquariello (Birthday Rem.) 
    Msgr. James P. Kelly (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Jimmy Kennedy (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Dr. Camillus Lee Jaeyul 
Fr. Ken 7:30 PM Anthony Merlo (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
     
SUNDAY, JUNE 28  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM Emily Cahn (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  12:00 PM Lv. Ints. of Bret Waters 
    Maryanne Georgeou 
    Luigi Mastrocola (26th Anniversary Rem.) 
    John & Rita Clark 
    Eileen Flynn (Birthday Rem.)  
    Liv. Ints. of Robert Jean-Bart   
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Kathleen Westbay (Anniversary Rem.) 
 

May God, who 

gives life on 

earth and in 

heaven, lead 

you to walk by 

the light of 

faith and so 

help your 

children attain 

the good things 

Christ has 

promised us 



They call me ‘father’ and my role is 

to relate to the parish as a father to 

a family.  In this role I sometimes feel like the 

fathers of the little ones, the babies and 3 year olds, 

who glow with a sense of their ability to help mold 

these creatures God has entrusted to them. Often 

being a ‘father’ in the parish is like being the father 

of a ten year old who struggles with difficult 

questions and tough decisions.  

More often than not I feel like the fathers of 

teenagers who are often struggling. Period. Just 

struggling. 

What I think I have in common with all family 

fathers today is that we all want to be good fathers.  

As a single person I admire all of you who are 

parents.  Fatherhood is a tough job!  Meeting your 

children in school and in the parish they speak so 

highly of their dads.  Most of you dads are doing a 

great job, better than you thought you were. You 

might take comfort in the musings of Samuel 

Clemens, also known as Mark Twain: ‘When I was a 

boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could 

hardly stand to have the old man around. But when 

I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how 

much the old man had learned in seven years.’ 

Jesus called God "Abba" which means Father or 

Dad, when he talked to God. And so we understand 

God as the Father. Which is to say Father with a 

capital F who really does know all and see all. A 

Father who is always there, never failing us. A 

Father in Heaven offering forgiveness and 

unconditional love. And that's the goal of modern 

day fathers too.  

Most dads struggle but do a pretty great job.  

Perhaps it doesn't take great wisdom to figure out 

that if we expect our fathers to be perfect, well, it's 

not going to happen. But God in heaven does show 

us something of the model for perfect parenting, 

something about always being there, and probably 

something about forgiving fathers that haven't 

quite managed perfection just yet. So here's to all 

the dads: Well Done!  Happy Father’s Day. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Maureen Healy La-O 

Anne Arcario 

Carol Ann Kostulias 

Maria Lucia Varela 

Patrick Tighe  

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Helen Bondurant 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Marie Tedesco 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin  

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

FIRST WEEK 

Claire Flynn,  

St. Aidan 

& Michael D’Emic,  

St. Paul the Apostle, Manhattan 

 

Nicole Bonacuso,  

St. Aidan 

& Nicholas Ferrara,  

Our Lady of Mercy, Hicksville 

 

Please call the rectory office  to 

add a name to our prayer lists. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul.  Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit me 

to be separated from You.  Amen 





BISHOP ORDAINS TWO 

PRIESTS FOR DIOCESE 

Bishop John O. Barres ordains two 

men to the priesthood for the 

Diocese on June 20, the Memorial of 

the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. Those ordained are, 

from left,  the Rev. Mr. Rafal 

Borowiejski and the Rev. Mr. John 

Crozier. 

Due to Covid-19 guidelines, 

attendance is strictly limited, but the 

ordination will air live on Catholic 

Faith Network (CFN). Catholic Faith 

Network can be viewed on Optimum 

channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV 

channel 296, and Spectrum channel 

162/471. CFN is also available on 

select cable and satellite systems 

and through live stream on 

CFNTV.org. You may also view CFN 

on Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, 

Android, or by downloading the CFN 

iOS mobile app at the app store by 

searching “Catholic Faith Network” 

or “CFN”. 

 

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY 

GANG 

For the month of June, the PB&J 

Gang made 236 wash-up kits which 

they donated for the homeless. 

Thank you to all who contributed. 

 



SAINT AIDAN’S BOOSTER CLUB 

24 chances to win every month.  $30 Annual 

Membership runs Sept. 2020 – Aug. 2021.  

The Booster Club is administered by The 

Saint Aidan’s School Board..  All proceeds 

directly benefit the school.  Winning checks 

will be mailed within the next 10 days. 

 

Weekly Prizes:   

1 $25 winner AND 4 $20 winners 

Monthly Prizes:   

1 $50 winner AND 2 $25 winners 

Monthly Bonus Prizes:  

1 $500 winner in March, June and December  

1 $100 winner in all other months 

 

April Winners:  $20 Winners 

Patricia Mancusi, Maureen & Bill Casey, 

Margaret Kehoe, Rosa Farrar, Mildred 

Clinton, Joe & Nancy Zolezzi, Julie Orr, Kathy 

Wellenbrink, Eileen P. Oliver, Debbie Vitale, 

Carol Pisciotto, Mildred Clinton, Betty 

Gaffney, Patricia Murphy, Carol Mahoney, Mr. 

& Mrs. Charles DelGiudice 

 

April Winners:  $25 Winners 

Paige & Connor Brala, Eleanor Lusardi, Pat & Bill 

Lorusso, Jim & Barbara Stumpf, Terry & Al Carbuto, 

Daniel J. Sullivan 

 

April Winners:  $50 Winner: Karen Gordon 

April Winners:  $100 Winner: Margo Bores 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

"Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to 

us?" Let your heart burn for Jesus and your spouse 

by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend. The next Weekends are June 26-28, 2020 

in Huntington, NY and Nov 6-8, 2020 in Huntington, 

NY. For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 

877-697-9963 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

FREEDOM TO BE BORN FACE THE 

TRUTH PRO-LIFE VIGIL 

Pro-life Face the Truth event on SUNDAY, JULY 5, 

2020, from 2:00pm to 3:30pm (come for all or part 

of the time); on the public sidewalk along Route 

347, Lake Grove (near Smithaven Mall). Without the 

Right to LIFE we have no other rights! Pro-lifers 

continue to be challenged to defend the right to 

LIFE enumerated in the Declaration of 

Independence. We are called to take a public stand 

to declare that the right to life starts in the womb. 

Pro-lifers are asked to join this Face the Truth event 

to be a witness against the tragedy of abortion 

(participants must be peaceful & lawful). Rain or 

shine. Signs available (parking lot near Staples, near 

road). Sponsored by Long Island Coalition for Life: 

631-243-1435; info@prolifeLI.org; Instagram 

(LIcoalitionlife), follow us on Facebook.  





 
GREAT NEWS!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS A NEW PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE 

EFFECTIVE TOMORROW, JUNE 

22ND.   

The website contains a link to the 

Registration Portal.   

 

REGISTRATION:  Parents whose 

children attended Religious 

Education classes last year 

received emails this past week 

introducing the new registration 

process.  Early Bird Registration 

begins tomorrow, June 22nd.  

Registrations can be submitted 

online or the forms may be 

downloaded and mailed or placed 

in the Drop Box outside of the 

building for your convenience.  

Children will be placed in classes 

in the order that we receive their 

registration paperwork.  If you 

know any families with children 

entering grade 1 in September, 

please pass on this information or 

ask them to call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required 

for all 1st grade children. 

 

CATECHISTS AND VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED:  Even though there are 

many unknowns regarding Fall 

2020 classes, catechists and 

volunteers are needed for the 

coming school year.  Please 

consider volunteering as a 

catechist or program volunteer.  

Last year, there were over 90 

people actively involved in this 

most important ministry.  Please 

extend this invitation to anyone 

you know who may be able to join 

us.  Catechist training and 

mentoring is provided.  Thank 

you for your help and generosity. 

 

ATTENTION FIRST 

COMMUNION RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION PARENTS!  Please 

continue to work with your 

children as we wait for further 

information about First 

Communion.  You can refer to the 

materials that were distributed at 

the First Communion Parents’ 

Meetings and the websites below. 

 

MULTISENSORY RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION:  St. Aidan’s has had 

a multisensory Religious 

Education program for over ten 

years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller 

class ratios to serve children who 

learn better in such an 

environment.  For further 

information, please call (516)746

-6585 x406. 

 

GRADE 7 CONFIRMATION 

CANDIDATES:  All Confirmation 

Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year. 

 

GRADE 8 CONFIRMATION 

CANDIDATES:  All Confirmation 

Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year 

EXCEPT the Confirmation 

Registration Form, Sponsor Form, 

and the Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation.  These 

items will be accepted during the 

summer when parish offices are 

open so sponsors can get the 

requested documentation from 

their home parishes.  When 

parishes reopen, a due date for 

these documents will be set. 

 



Today is the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Although this period of Ordinary Time started two 

weeks ago, the past two Sundays celebrated major 

feasts in the Church so the priest was wearing white.  

This Sunday, green, the liturgical color of Ordinary 

Time returns to Sunday Mass.  The name Ordinary 

Time should not imply that the Sundays of Ordinary 

Time lack importance.  On the contrary, Ordinary 

Time gets its name because the Sundays are 

numbered.  The Gospels focus on the teachings of 

Jesus and give us great clarity as to exactly how to 

live as a disciple of Jesus.  This week’s Word of the 

Week is DISCIPLE.  Put the word DISCIPLE on the 

refrigerator to refer to throughout the week.  Discuss 

that we learn how to be a disciple of Jesus by 

listening to God’s Word in the Bible.  Regardless of 

how young or old we are, all of us have opportunities 

to actively practice being a disciple.  Look for 

opportunities to practice kindness, generosity, and 

acceptance within the family.  Pray at mealtimes 

with grateful hearts as Jesus did.  Set up times where 

particular items in the home must be shared.   Teach 

older children to be more tolerant of younger 

siblings.  Encourage children to assist in household 

tasks and praise good results and behavior.  Extend 

the discipleship training beyond the family by 

working together on a project that helps others such 

as food collections, assisting elderly neighbors with 

shopping chores during these confining times, or 

making a meal for someone and delivering it.  Of 

course, you can think of other great ideas to do.  

Remember to reach out for Jesus! 

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES:  During this time 

pandemic precautions, the following websites 

may be helpful.  Google USCCB (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) which 

provides the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has many 

of the Mass worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some family 

activities and informative articles. 

 

The Faith Formation Office wishes all Dads, 

Grandfathers, Great Grandfathers, and 

Godfathers, a Happy Father’s Day! 

Carolyn, Maryann, Liz, Jim, and Elaine 



















Today we return to “Ordinary Time,” 

which means time outside of any 

“liturgical period” such as Advent, 

Christmas, Lent or Easter. But after the 

joyful time of Easter we now return to 

“ordinary time” with a jolt because the 

theme of the Mass readings for today 

might be put into the classification of 

“Why do bad things happen to good 

people?” which was the title of a popular 

book a few years ago. However there is 

an antidote for unfortunate situations 

and we should take note of this because 

we all experience times or situations 

that test us to the limit. Let us take a 

look at how this came out in the 

following:  

The First Reading is from the Prophet 

Jeremiah (20:10-13) who was always 

trying to run away from God because he 

didn’t want to be a prophet. Also, 

because he was being persecuted by his 

own people (for preaching what God 

wanted his people to hear), he wanted 

God to punish those who were after him. 

However, God kept telling Jeremiah that 

in due time he would see his vindication 

over his enemies. The lesson that we can 

learn from this reading is that “God’s 

ways are not our ways,” and only when 

we are patient and wait for His timing 

can we expect to see our reward. This 

might not be in this world (it wasn’t for 

Jeremiah), but He is faithful and will not 

let us down.  

The Responsorial Psalm is (69:8 – 35). 

This beautiful prayer is one that 

Jeremiah might have prayed because it 

is in line with his thinking. However, the 

psalmist here recognizes and accepts 

the faithfulness of God and is willing to 

wait. In the meantime, he admonishes 

others to “seek God that your hearts 

might revive. For the Lord hears the cry 

of the poor.”  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Romans (5:12 –15). 

Sometimes Paul’s theology gets beyond 

us, and it is such in this passage. But if 

we are still in the “Easter mode,” we 

might remember that Paul often 

compares or contrasts the role that 

Jesus fulfilled against the time and life of 

Adam (representing all mankind) who, 

without the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and without “The Law,” was dominated 

by Satan, the father of lies. However, the 

“gift” that is mentioned here is the gift of 

Salvation that could only come through 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. It is this gift of “hope” that God 

holds out to all the faithful.   

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel 

of Matthew (10:26-33).  This passage is 

filled with hope and should be referred 

to whenever we are in one of those 

“tough spots” that plague all of us at 

various times. It could easily refer to 

Jeremiah, who was killed by his 

adversaries but is recognized as one of 

the greatest prophets. We might never 

be faced with death at gunpoint or some 

other disaster, but we are often faced 

with serious trials that test us to the 

limits. This is when we should turn to 

God for guidance and direction. 

Something to think about during your 

prayer time this week!   

 

Religious 

Freedom 

Week 

June 22 – 29 

 

Beginning 

June 22, the 

Feasts of 

Saints Thomas More and John Fisher, 

the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) celebrates religious 

freedom and urges Catholics to pray, 

reflect and take action on religious 

liberty. 

In response to the call from the USCCB, 

please join Catholics for Freedom of 

Religion (CFFOR) in praying to Mary 

Immaculate, Patroness of America, for 

the healing of our Nation and full 

restoration of religious freedom.  The 

Rosary for America which dedicates 

each bead to one of our 50 states, will be 

recited in public prayer outside several 

churches during Religious Freedom 

Week.    

In the Secret of the Rosary, Saint Louis 

de Montfort states: “Public prayer is far 

more powerful than private prayer to 

appease the anger of God and call down 

His mercy.” 

The text of the Rosary for America can 

be printed from the home page of 

www.CFFOR.org and is used by many 

individuals, ministries and churches as 

ongoing prayer for our Nation. 

Please spend time in prayer for the 

healing of our Nation. 

Now that we have returned to Ordinary 

Time, we have also returned to Year A of 

our three year cycle of Sunday readings. 

That means we will be hearing from the 

Gospel according to St. Matthew for 

much of the rest of the calendar year, 

and all the way to the last Sunday of the 

liturgical year, which will be November 

22, when we will celebrate the final 

major feast of the year, the Solemnity of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ the King of the 

Universe, commonly called Christ the 

King Sunday. 

To better understand all these Gospel 

readings, it is helpful to look at when, 

why, and for whom they were written. 



The Gospel of St. Matthew is one of the 

three synoptic Gospels, along with those 

of St. Mark and St. Luke. The term 

synoptic comes to us, like many others, 

from Greek through Latin. It means 

“seeing all together” or “seeing with the 

same eye”, and they are called that 

because they relate many of the same 

stories, often in the same order, 

sometimes using nearly identical 

wording. The other Gospel, that of St. 

John, is very different. It was the last of 

the four to be written, and the last of 

them to be included in the canon of 

readings in the Bible.  

There has been a great deal of study 

trying to determine exactly when the 

Gospels were written, not to mention 

specifically by whom, but since there are 

no known texts with dating confirmed 

any closer than roughly 100 years after 

they were written, many theories have 

been proposed. The consensus now 

dates the Gospel of St. Mark as the 

oldest, dating from about 70 AD. It is 

also the shortest Gospel. Next was likely 

that of St. Matthew, probably about 80 

AD or soon thereafter, then St. Luke a 

few years later. The Gospel of St. John 

was most likely written just before the 

end of the first century AD. This means 

that they were all written 40 to 70 years 

or so after the events they described, 

also, by the way, after the death of St. 

Paul, about 65 AD, so his epistles are 

actually the oldest written documents in 

the New Testament. 

One question which may arise then is, 

why were the Gospels written so many 

years after Christ’s life on earth, and 

after St. Paul’s epistles? The quick 

answer is that they serve a very 

different purpose and are, at least in 

part, due to a then new understanding of 

the second coming of Christ. As you may 

recall, the apostles asked Jesus when all 

the prophesies would be fulfilled, when 

would the Kingdom come. He didn’t tell 

them. He said that knowledge was 

reserved for the Father. Nevertheless, 

they, and many early followers of The 

Way, took things 

very literally, 

including Jesus’ 

promise of 

eternal life. But 

they viewed this 

as meaning here 

and in the new 

rather earthly 

Kingdom which 

they expected to 

be arriving very 

soon. They 

thought Jesus 

would return 

soon, and cause 

this to happen. 

This is referred to 

the Proximate 

Parousia, 

Parousia, or 

coming, and 

Proximate, or 

near. There are 

references to it, 

now usually 

translated a bit 

differently, in some of St. Paul’s writings 

and in St. Matthew’s Gospel. Also for 

many years, there were many living 

witnesses to the things Jesus did and 

said while He walked the earth. So until 

more and more of them died, or fell 

asleep as St. Paul sometimes wrote, 

there was little need to write things 

down. Jesus was coming soon. But as it 

became apparent that that wasn’t 

happening, there arose a need to write 

down the events of His life because the 

eyewitnesses were no longer there. St. 

Paul’s letters were written to explain, 

offer advice, teach, and admonish the 

new Christian communities as they 

heard about Jesus either from first hand 

or second hand witnesses of Jesus’ life 

and teachings. They were needed early 

in the development of the growing new 

faith. The requirement for the Gospels 

only arose after the early church began 

to understand the second coming and 

the concepts of the kingdom and eternal 

life differently. 2000 years later we have 

a better understanding of the Kingdom: 

it is here and now on earth as well as 

eternally in heaven, and we hope to 

transition from the temporal earthly 

Kingdom to the eternal one. That was 

probably a wrenching change for the 

early Christians, but as the eyewitnesses 

became fewer and fewer, the necessity 

of writing down what Jesus said and did 

became obvious. The oral tradition had 

to be made permanent in the written 

word. So the Gospels were written by 

authors inspired by the Holy Spirit when 

they were needed, and directed to 

specific early Christian communities, but 

which have continued to inform all 

Christian communities for two 

millennia.  

Beginning next week, we will look at 

these specific early communities and see 

why even the synoptic Gospels have 

differences. 




