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 living for God in Christ Jesus 
Rom 6:11 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
516-746-6585 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services.  Masks or cloth facial 
coverings must be worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  Contact the 
Rectory office. 

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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MONDAY, JUNE 29  SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Antonio Enriquez 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Frank Peterson (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Nelson Abraham (Anniversary Rem.) 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 30 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 13 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Mass 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Father’s Day Novena 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Joseph Pravati (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Suzanne McMahon (Birthday Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 13   
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Mass 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Jane & John Kenny 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Mass 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Ana Thottam (Anniversary Rem.)  
 
THURSDAY, JULY 2 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 13 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Elizabeth Jin 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Savino (Sal) Chimienti 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Clare Theresa Dill 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 3  SAINT THOMAS, APOSTLE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Mass 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM William Hannan, Sr. 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Lv. & Dcd. Members of Clinton  
      & Tinghitella Family 
No 5:30 PM Mass  Independence Day Celebrated 
  
SATURDAY, JULY 4 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 13 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Charles Williams (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM  Louis Capobianco (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Sue Fleming 
    Leo Han 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Jacob Johnson Wade 
     
SUNDAY, JULY 5  FOURTEENTH ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Marian & John Crimmins 
Fr. Ed  9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Mary Smith  
      & Rose Paganelli 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 AM Ruth Daliendo 
Fr. Ken 12:00 PM James O’Connell 
    Joan & Richard Foy (Wedding Anniv.  Rem.) 
    Fred Jakob     
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 

To trust 

God in the 

light is 

nothing  

 

but trust 

him in the 

dark 

 

that is faith 



One of the prevailing moods  of our 

time is a fear that somehow or other 

things are falling apart in our 

world. We live, of course, at a time of 

unprecedented events. Things changed so much in 

such a short time.  And change is difficult to cope with.  

We think of the words of W.B. Yeats, 'Things fall apart, 

the centre cannot hold .. .' There is a sense that the old 

world is crumbling and that no one is very sure what's 

going to emerge. We get the feeling sometimes that no 

one is in charge anymore, that anarchy prevails.  

So it may be important to get things into perspective.  

The answer to the question, 'Who is in charge of the 

world?' is the same answer as it ever was, 'God is in 

charge of the world.' But people may say, 'Well, if He 

is, why are all these terrible things happening?' and 

the list is as long as a piece of string:  a global 

pandemic, violence on the streets,  the decline of the 

economy, the lack of  civil respect, decline of courtesy 

and the rise of anger.  

And the simple answer is that terrible things are 

happening not because God wants them to happen.  

These awful things are happening because God  

has given human beings the freedom to make 

choices and when people make wrong choices  

then terrible things happen.  

We have the capacity to bring untold hardship and 

misery to one another, but we believe that God  

is the ultimate authority in our world and that the evil 

we are responsible for, in the wrong or bad or 

immoral decisions we make, that evil will never 

triumph over the good and the right and the true, that 

God represents.  

And that's a great consolation. It's a consolation on a 

world scale that evil will never triumph over good.  

It's a consolation to know that at a community level, 

the forces of disunity and division and conflict will 

never ultimately triumph  over those who work for 

unity and brotherhood and development; it's a 

consolation to know that your sins and my sins won't 

triumph over the good that God calls forth in each of 

us to overcome our failures and our limitations; and 

it's a consolation to know that a God of love and 

peace and mercy continues to hold the world and this 

community and your life and mine in the cradle of his 

hand.  

And things go wrong for the world and for you and for 

me, because of the decisions we make – when we 

leave aside the good of peace and friendship for the 

bad of conflict and disruption, when we leave aside 

the freedom we have to choose what is good and right 

and true for the freedom to choose what is not right 

and not good and not true.  

The God we believe in is a God of authority – who 

spoke in the person of Jesus Christ, the God who still 

speaks to us century after century, year after year, 

need after need, through the Church he founded, that 

God still speaks to our world, to the community, and 

to you and to me. He's a God of authority - yes, who 

calls out to us to trust, not fear. And what our world 

becomes,  what this community is,  what you or I are 

like,  depends on whether we hear the voice of God 

calling to us and how we respond to that voice.  

 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Marie Tedesco 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Carmela Villani 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani  

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Wanda De Cristofaro 

Ed Proctor 

Loretta Modena 

Rudolfo Punsal 

Helen Bondurant 

Ann M. Newbert  

 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

JUNE 28 

In Loving Memory of  

Michael Breslin, 20th 

Anniversary Remembrance 

Requested by The Breslin Family 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND WEEK 

Claire Flynn, St. Aidan 

& Michael D’Emic, St. Paul the 

Apostle, Manhattan 

 

Nicole Bonacuso, St. Aidan 

& Nicholas Ferrara,  

Our Lady of Mercy, Hicksville. 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

06/23/19  $22,669     

06/21/20  $19,712 (-13.04%) 

Many thanks to all of you who 

continue to support St. Aidan 

Church and School.  These last 

few months have been incredibly 

disruptive, but through it all our 

faithful parishioners have been 

steadfast in dropping envelopes 

to the church and rectory every 

week.  As we navigate through 

phases of COVID-19 recovery, we 

are confident that St. Aidan 

Church & School will make it 

through!  Right now we cannot 

hold our regular collections or 

pass baskets in church, so we ask 

you to drop your donation in the 

collection box at the church door.   

Thank you.  While attendance is a 

lot less right now, over 350 

parishioners are donating 

regularly online.  That is amazing!  

It’s because of your support that 

we are ready to continue the 

mission of St. Aidan.  There is the 

possibility that even after 

coronavirus many people aren’t 

coming back to church as some 

may feel nervous about gathering 

in public places.  We invite you to 

join us online for daily Mass at 

staidanparish.org and on 

Facebook.  Thank you again for 

your steadfast support.   

St. Aidan, pray for us. 

Fr. Adrian. 

 

YOUR DONATIONS THIS WEEK 

ALSO GO TOWARDS: 

Peter’s Pence & St. Aidan 

Facilities Management 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above 

all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite 

myself wholly to You.  Never 

permit me to be separated 

from You.  Amen 

May God bless 

our country!  





DIOCESAN APPOINTMENTS AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fr. Ed Sheridan, who is the Vicar for Clergy for the 

diocese and who is a resident at St. Aidan’s Parish  

for the last two years, has received a new 

appointment as pastor of St. Anthony of Padua 

Parish in East Northport.  We will be very sad to see 

him leave St. Aidan but wish him many years in his 

new role.  Congratulations Fr. Ed.   

 The Bishop has appointed Msgr. William E. 

Koenig to replace Fr. Ed as Vicar of Clergy 

Personnel for the Diocese and Father Michael 

Duffy from Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Malverne to Rector of Saint Agnes 

Cathedral, Rockville Centre. 

All official appointments and announcements are 

effective August 26, 2020 unless otherwise noted. 

SHARED PASTORATES: 

 Rev. Brian Barr, is appointed Pastor of the 

Church of Saint Ignatius Martyr, Long Beach 

while remaining Pastor of the Church of Saint 

Mary of the Isle, Long Beach and the Church of 

Our Lady of Miraculous Medal, Point Lookout. 

Effective June 24, 2020. 

 Rev. Rony Fabien, is appointed Pastor of the 

Church of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, 

Roosevelt while remaining Pastor of the Church 

of Saint Martha, Uniondale. 

 Rev. Stephen J. Pietrowski, is appointed Pastor of 

the Church of Saint Philip Neri, Northport while 

remaining Pastor of the Church of Our Lady 

Queen of Martyrs, Centerport. 

 Rev. Monsignor Francis J. Schneider, is 

appointed Pastor of the Church of Saint Mark, 

Shoreham while remaining Pastor of the Church 

of Saint John the Baptist, Wading River. 



PASTOR ASSIGNMENTS: 

 Rev. Joseph Baidoo, from Pastor of the Church of 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Roosevelt to 

Pastor of the Church of Saint Boniface, Elmont. 

 Rev. Robert Joerger, C.P., is appointed Pastor of 

the Church of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Montauk. 

 Rev. Janusz Mocarski, from Administrator of the 

Church of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Montauk to 

Pastor of the Church of Saint Joseph the Worker, 

East Patchogue. Effective September 2, 2020. 

 Rev. Monsignor Robert O. Morrissey, is 

appointed Pastor of the Church of Saint 

Gertrude, Bayville while remaining Judicial Vicar 

of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 

 Rev. Lawrence N. Onyegu, from Administrator of 

the Church of Blessed Sacrament, Valley Stream 

to Pastor of the Church of Blessed Sacrament, 

Valley Stream. 

 Rev. David Regan, from Pastor of the Church of 

Saint Gertrude, Bayville to Pastor of the Church 

of Holy Name of Mary, Valley Stream.  Effective 

July 1, 2020. 

 Rev. Lennard S. Sabio, from Administrator of the 

Church of Saint Mark, Shoreham to Pastor of the 

Church of Saint Anthony of Padua, Rocky Point. 

 Rev. James T. Stachacz, from Pastor of the 

Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola, Hicksville to 

Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Malverne. 

ADMINISTRATOR: 

 Rev. Piotr Narkiewicz, from Associate Pastor of 

the Church of Saint Isidore, Riverhead to 

Administrator of the Church of Saint Agnes, 

Greenport. 

NEWLY ORDAINED: 

 Rev. Rafal Borowiejski, is appointed Associate 

Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of Victory, 

Floral Park.  Effective July 1, 2020. 

 Rev. John Crozier, is appointed Associate Pastor 

of the shared Parishes of Saint Mary, East Islip 

and Saint Peter the Apostle, Islip Terrace. 

Effective July 1, 2020. 

NON-PAROCHIAL MINISTRY: 

 Rev. Michael J. Plona, from Associate Pastor of 

the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, Center 

Moriches to Chaplain at Saint Anthony High 

School, Melville with residence at Church of 

Christ the King, Commack. 

RETIRED PRIESTS: 

 Rev. Monsignor Donald McE. Beckmann. 

Effective June 24, 2020 

 Rev. William F. Brisotti   

 Rev. Monsignor Peter C. Dooley 

 Rev. Monsignor William J. Gomes 

 Rev. Richard P. Hoerning 

 Rev. Monsignor Joseph A. Mirro 

. 

ST. AIDAN BLD CHARISMATIC PRAYER 

GROUP 

BLD are hosting a healing Mass, Exposition, 

Adoration and Benediction on Friday, July 3, time 7-

9:30 PM.  Fr. Solomon will be the celebrant.  Then 

every Friday they will celebrate with Praise and 

Worship. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, June 28th after 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

These are the items the food pantry can use right 

now. Cookies, jars of sauce, gatorade and coffee.   On 

behalf of all the families who receive help from our 

food pantry thank you so much for the donations of 

food, cleaning supplies and the hard to find toilet 

tissue, paper towels and Clorox wipes. . It has been a 

tough three months for all of us!  Our thoughts and 

prayers go out to all the families who may have lost 

loved ones during this pandemic and to those who 

are recovering from Covid-19.   May the blessings 

you so generously shared with those in need be 

returned to you now and forever.   

 

RELIGION AND ROCK 

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

on Sunday from 7:00 AM- 8:00 AM on WBAB 102.3 

FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen on 



Saturdays at 11:00 PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 

159, the Catholic Channel and at 11:00 PM on 

XM Satellite, Channel 117.  Theme July 2020 

 7/5    America/4th of July.  712   Adjusting in 

Life.  7/19   Having a Positive Attitude .  

7/26   Volunteering/Giving   don’t miss it!   

To listen online or receive more information 

regarding Religion and Rock go 

to www.Religionand Rock.com. or at “Religion & 

Rock” on ITUNES. Don’t forget to tune into the 

Catholic Faith Network, Cablevision 29, Verizon 

FIOS 296 or Time Warner 471 or 

visit www.cfntv.org. 

 

VIRTUAL BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP: 

Virtual Bereavement Support Group for COVID-

19 Related Loss.  July 29 thru September 2 / 

5:00PM-6:30PM.  Wednesday Evenings.  

Registration Required - Please email/call Intake 

Coordinator: Keara Lincoln, LMSW  (631) 828-

7631 / Keara.Lincoln@CHSLI.org. 

 

FREEDOM TO BE BORN FACE THE 

TRUTH PRO-LIFE VIGIL 

Pro-life Face the Truth event on SUNDAY, JULY 

5, 2020, from 2:00pm to 3:30pm (come for all or 

part of the time); on the public sidewalk 

along Route 347, Lake Grove (near Smithaven 

Mall). Without the Right to LIFE we have no 

other rights! Pro-lifers continue to be 

challenged to defend the right to LIFE 

enumerated in the Declaration of Independence. 

We are called to take a public stand to declare 

that the right to life starts in the womb. Pro-

lifers are asked to join this Face the Truth event 

to be a witness against the tragedy of abortion 

(participants must be peaceful & lawful). Rain 

or shine. Signs available (parking lot near 

Staples, near road). Sponsored by Long Island 

Coalition for Life: 631-243-1435; 

info@prolifeLI.org; Instagram (LIcoalitionlife), 

follow us on Facebook.  











 
GREAT NEWS!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS A NEW PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE.  The 

webpage contains registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers. 

 

Registration:  Early Bird 

Registration tuition rates are in 

effect through July 6th.  These 

rates provide a significant discount 

to parents so take advantage of 

this opportunity.  Early Bird 

Registrations can be submitted 

online or the forms may be 

downloaded and mailed or placed 

in the Drop Box outside of the 

building for your convenience.  

Children will be placed in classes 

in the order that we receive their 

registration paperwork.   

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious 

Education Program.  Please check 

the Faith Formation webpage.  If 

you know any families with 

children entering grade 1 in 

September who attend public 

school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746

-6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required 

for all 1st grade children. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers 

Needed:  Even though there are 

many unknowns regarding Fall 

2020 classes, catechists and 

volunteers are needed for the 

coming school year.  Please 

consider volunteering as a 

catechist or program volunteer.  

Last year, there were over 90 

people actively involved in this 

most important ministry.  Please 

extend this invitation to anyone 

you know who may be able to join 

us.  Catechist training and 

mentoring is provided.  Thank you 

for your help and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious 

Education:  St. Aidan’s has had a 

multisensory Religious Education 

program for over ten years.  This 

program uses creative teaching 

techniques and smaller class ratios 

to serve children who learn better 

in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call 

(516)746-6585 x406.  A meeting 

with the Director is needed before 

registering for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high 

school student who enjoys 

working with children?  Are you 

possibly considering a career goal 

working closely with children and 

families?  Are you looking for 

opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can 

answer “yes” to any of these 

questions or you are curious to 

learn more about actively assisting 

in the Multisensory Program, 

please call the Faith Formation 

Office at (516)746-6585 x405 or 

contact the Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion 

Religious Education Parents!  

Please continue to work with your 

children as we wait for further 

information about First 

Communion.  You can refer to the 

materials that were distributed at 

the First Communion Parents’ 

Meetings and the websites below. 

 

Grade 7 Confirmation 

Candidates:  All Confirmation 

Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year. 

 



During this time of transition, the Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials each week.  For now, the Magnifikids 

magazines are available every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are located 

in the Children’s Corner racks in the main lobby of the Church.  Even 

if you are not yet returning to Mass due to the pandemic concerns, 

these materials can be used at home so stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please do not leave them in the church. 

Today is the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The liturgical 

color is green.  Each week we have been focusing on a Word of the 

Week to help children and families link into the theme of the Sunday 

Mass throughout the week.  This week’s Gospel is from Matthew 

10:37-42.  The Word of the Week is WELCOME.  The first paragraph 

of this Gospel is going to be difficult for younger children to 

understand because Jesus presents to His adult followers a 

challenging paradox that would be good for adult family members to 

ponder.  The second paragraph can give children a powerful 

message.  Jesus talks about the importance of “receiving” someone.  

We would use the word welcoming.  When guided through 

discussion, most children can age appropriately understand what it 

means to feel welcomed and included.  Unfortunately, children too 

often learn what it means to be left out, ignored, or even worse, 

bullied.  Jesus wants all of us to be part of a welcoming community 

within our families and the church so that we can then extend that 

welcome into the secular world around us.  Discuss how you are 

acting in welcoming ways within your families and where there can 

be improvement.  Practice all the attributes of welcome in your 

families and neighborhoods during the week:  sharing, kindness, 

patience, and peace-making.  Encourage children to reach out to 

other children who havn’t experienced a sense of welcome in school 

or in the family.  Be an adult role model by welcoming extended 

family members.  Encourage young teens to use their technological 

skills to build up others and never to hurt others.  Words and 

pictures can build-up or tear down another person.  When we 

welcome others with open hearts, we welcome Jesus!   

Grade 8 Confirmation Candidates:  

All Confirmation Packet work including 

Mass Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year EXCEPT 

the Confirmation Registration Form, 

Sponsor Form, and the Letter to the 

Pastor requesting Confirmation.  These 

items will be accepted during the 

summer when parish offices are open 

so sponsors can get the requested 

documentation from their home 

parishes.  When parishes reopen, a due 

date for these documents will be set. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

USCCB (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and religion. 

sadlierconnect.com have some family 

activities and informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this transitional time.  If you 

have paper work to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  Let us pray for one 

another! 



ST. AIDAN SUMMER CAMP 





The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Have you ever asked yourself why 

you do some things? I’m not talking 

about walking into a room and then 

asking yourself why you came into 

this room, and no, I’m not referring 

to asking yourself or someone 

nearby “Where are my glasses?” 

only to be told or find them on your 

own head. I am referring to actions 

that have consequences or meaning 

for yourself or someone else. The 

readings today ask us to examine 

our purpose in life in connection 

with our relationship to Jesus 

Christ. Another way of saying this 

is: Do we set priorities in our 

actions and, more importantly, in 

our relationships? Let’s see how 

the readings address this subject:  

The First Reading is from the 

Second Book of Kings (4:8-16a). 

Here, we have a story about the 

prophet Elisha, the prote ge  of 

Elijah, being invited into the home 

of a well-to-do lady because she 

enjoyed their conversations about 

God and the Covenant. This became 

a routine whenever Elisha was in 

that area. So, to further the 

relationship, she prepared a room 

for him with the approval of her 

husband so that Elisha might have 

a fitting place to stay. The husband 

asked for prayers for the woman 

because she was barren. Elisha did 

more than that; he promised her 

that within the year she would 

have a son. The essence of this 

story is that each of the characters 

is acting in accordance with God’s 

will and their relationship with 

God.  

The Responsorial Psalm is (89:2-3. 

16-19). This beautiful prayer is one 

that the lady in the first reading 

might have prayed because it is in 

line with her thinking. The Psalm, 

in general, is a song of praise, 

thanksgiving and personal well-

being for “people who know the 

joyful shout in the light of your 

countenance. O Lord.” What it is 

saying is that we must examine 

why we do what we do.  

The Second Reading is from St. 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans (6:3-

11). Pay attention to the first line of 

this passage; “Are you unaware 

that we who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death?” What it is saying (in more 

common language) is that if we are 

truly Christians, that is, followers of 

Christ, then we should conform 

everything we say and do to be in 

accordance with His teachings and 

His will, or else His death, for us, 

would have been in vain. This is not 

as difficult a command as it sounds 

if, at the beginning of each day, you 

start with a brief prayer asking for 

the Holy Spirit’s guidance in every 

thought, word and deed.  

The Gospel Reading is from the 

Gospel of Matthew (10:37-42). This 

passage, if taken out of context, is 

pretty strong language. In it, Jesus 

is not saying that you can’t love 

family members and friends; rather 

He would be the first to encourage 

that. However, here He is talking 

about setting priorities in our 

relationships and possessions. If 

they are in line with His will for you 

then He will bless your love and 

actions. The second part of this 

passage, which is somewhat of a 

tribute to the lady in the first 

reading above, confirms this. Again, 

every one of our actions, even the 

simple ones, if performed in 

accordance with the will of God, is 

blessed and can bring us closer to 

the Lord and God of all creation. 

Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week! 
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Celebrating "Religious Freedom 

Week" - June 22-29 

The Christian Roots of America’s 

Longing for Liberty - Part 1 

In the 17th century (1600's), many 

of the British North American 

colonies that eventually formed the 

United States were settled by men 

and women who, in the face of 

European persecution, refused to 

compromise passionately held 

religious convictions and fled 

Europe.  The colonies of NJ, PA, and 



MD were conceived and 

established "as plantations of 

religion."  While some settlers came 

for secular reasons, the great 

majority left Europe to worship 

God in the way they believed to be 

correct.  They enthusiastically 

supported the efforts of their 

leaders to create "a city on a hill" or 

a "holy experiment," whose success 

would prove that God's plan for his 

churches could be successfully 

realized in the American 

wilderness. (1) 

In 1634, a mix of Catholic and 

Protestant settlers arrived from 

England at St. Clement's Island in 

Southern Maryland.  They came at 

the invitation of the Catholic Lord 

Baltimore, who had been granted 

Maryland by the Protestant King 

Charles I.  While Catholics and 

Protestants were killing each other 

in Europe, Lord Baltimore 

imagined Maryland, Mary Land in 

honor of Queen Henrietta Marie, as 

a society where people of different 

faiths could live together 

peacefully.  Maryland's 1649 Act 

Concerning Religion, also called the 

"Toleration Act", was the first law 

in our nation's history to protect an 

individual's right to freedom of 

conscience. (2) 

Maryland's early history teaches us 

that, like any freedom, religious 

liberty requires constant vigilance 

and protection, or it will 

disappear.  Maryland's experiment 

in religious toleration ended within 

a few decades.  The colony was 

placed under royal control, and the 

Church of England became the 

established 

religion.  Discriminatory laws, 

including the loss of political rights, 

were enacted against those who 

refused to conform.  Catholic 

chapels were closed, and Catholics 

were restricted to practicing their 

faith in their homes.  The Catholic 

community lived under these 

conditions until the American 

Revolution. (3) 

(Library of Congress/Religion & 

the Founding of the American 

Republic (1); USCCB/Our First, 

Most Cherished Liberty(2)(3) 

"In addition to this summer's 

observance, we also urge that the 

Solemnity of Christ the King - a 

feast born out of resistance to 

totalitarian incursions against 

religious liberty - be a day 

specifically employed by bishops 

and priests to preach about 

religious liberty, both here and 

abroad. 

"To all our fellow Catholics, we 

urge an intensification of your 

prayers and fasting for a new birth 

of freedom in our beloved 

country.  We invite you to join us in 

an urgent prayer for religious 

liberty." 

United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Ad Hoc 

Committee for Religious Liberty. 

Picking up from where we left off 

last week, we can start with an easy 

question. What were the languages 

in which the Bible was written? For 

the Old Testament, they were 

Hebrew and Aramaic. Aramaic is 

the language, or group of 

languages, originating from the 

language of the Arameans, a 

Semitic-speaking people of the 

region called the Fertile Crescent, 

where many of the earliest 

civilizations flourished. By around 

1000 BC, this included a group of 

kingdoms in what is now Syria, 

Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, Palestine, 

and parts of the Arabian Peninsula, 

Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. It is also the 

language spoken by Jesus, as well 

as significant parts of the Old 

Testament. The New Testament 

was written in Greek. Yes, the New 

Testament was written in the same 

area as Aramaic was used locally 

for speech, and was part of the 

Roman Empire, but Greek, not 

Latin, was actually the most 

common language used across the 

Empire, especially among the more 

literate members of the Empire in 

the areas where the Church first 

took root and grew. So the four 

Gospels, as well as the rest of the 

New Testament, were written in 

Greek, some in more formal Greek, 

and some in more colloquial Greek, 

depending upon the author and his 

familiarity with the language. As for 

their literary genre, the Gospels are 

probably closest to biography, 

particularly as that was understood 

when they were written, but 

flavored with a Hebraic sense of 

style and prophesy. 

Most scholarship agrees that Mark 

is first, if only because it is the 

shortest, and that Matthew and 

Luke were at least in part based on 

Mark, plus some additional 



material from what is called the Q 

source (from German: Quelle, 

source, since much early 

scholarship in this area was 

German)  supported by some old 

documents, including the 

apocryphal Gospel of Thomas 

which is composed mainly of 

sayings attributed to Jesus, plus 

possibly a few other less well 

documented, but hypothesized 

sources, especially where material 

exists only in either Matthew or 

Luke. Apocryphal works are of 

unknown authorship or of doubtful 

origin, but they are often useful in 

helping to understand better 

documented works, particularly as 

regards the Bible and they 

contribute greatly to our 

understanding of the development 

of both the Bible and our Christian 

faith. John is a whole separate 

issue, written from an entirely 

different point of view.  So the basic 

scholarship is that Mark is first and 

what he wrote was further 

developed by Matthew and Luke 

who included 

material from 

other less well 

identified 

sources, and 

finally John 

written from an 

entirely different 

perspective. 

There are three 

stages in the 

development of 

the Gospels. 

First, the public 

activity of Jesus, 

focusing on 

renewal, 

preaching the nearness of the 

Kingdom, as witnessed by His 

disciples who saw and heard what 

He said and did and how He taught 

and responded to people and they 

to Him up through His crucifixion 

and Resurrection. So it is 

essentially an oral tradition of the 

words and deeds of Christ as 

attested to by actual eye witnesses. 

Second, overlapping the first and 

starting with shortly after the 

Ascension, and for roughly 35 

years, the apostolic phase (from 

the Greek apostellein: to send 

forth) focusing on the “good news” 

of Jesus’ death and resurrection as 

the fulfillment of God’s promise of 

salvation, and less on what He said 

and did. As this expanded and 

began to include gentiles, and 

spread around the Mediterranean, 

the oral traditions of stage 1 were 

added in to the preaching to help 

flesh out the ideas behind the 

concepts involved in redemption 

and salvation. Then finally, during 

the period from about 65 to 100 

AD, the oral traditions, as well as 

some written material (notably 

“Q”) were gathered, edited, and put 

together in a narrative of the life of 

Jesus. The purpose was certainly to 

document the facts of Jesus’ 

historical existence, but also to 

show how it had meaning and 

significance in the lives of the 

readers and the faithful.  

So to summarize, the Gospel 

development takes the oral 

tradition of the eyewitnesses as 

they remembered and reported 

them, reflects upon them and 

develops them as they were 

understood in the communities in 

which they were preached, and 

then further developed, under the 

direction and inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, by the authors. So there 

are multiple inputs, both oral and 

written, from many people, that 

went into the four Gospels as we 

have them today. And this is key to 

understanding how and why they 

are both the same and yet different. 

 



Wishing all our parishioners a very happy 

Fourth of July 



I can make others feel welcome by 
being friendly.  


