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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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Rev. Adrian McHugh 
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In Residence  

Rev. Edward Sheridan 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, JULY 6  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 14 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM James O’Connell 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Joseph Wilson (56th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Andrew Loughlin (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Matthew Tenaglia (Birthday Rem.) 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 7  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 14 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Kathleen Fitzpatrick Rittel 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM James O’Connell 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Virginia Bradley 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Vicky Ferrara 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 14  
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Mass 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Edward Hayes 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Jessie Esposito 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Christopher Jacob 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 9 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 14 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM John Joseph Hogan, IV 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Tom Hughes 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Jessie Esposito (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Michael Salerno 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 10  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 14 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Dominic Ondryas (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Mary Michalak (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM James Ranello (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Vincent A. Peplowski 
  
SATURDAY, JULY 11 ST. BENEDICT, ABBOT 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Daniel Lynch 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Lv. Ints. of Maryann & Robert Keller  
      (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
    Edward McQuaid 
    John & Gregg Fiore 
    James O’Connell (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Barbara Sinkevitch (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
     
SUNDAY, JULY 12  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Joseph A. D’Addario 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Jennie Althenn 
Fr. Ken 10:30 AM Margaret & James Twohig and 
    Mary & Albert Monforte 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Jesse Co (Birthday Rem.) 
    Joyce Casillo 
    Fred Jakob 
    Thomas Sheedy 
    Annie Robinson (1st Anniversary Rem.)  
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Aida Napolitano (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

One Nation 

under God,  

indivisible, 

with 

liberty  

and justice 

for all 



Ever notice how men’s clothes are 

getting tighter and tighter.  Once I 

could pick a shirt off the rack, and by 

looking at the size, be certain it would 

fit.  Now there are so many brands designed only for 

the ‘slim man.’  I could force myself into it and think 

‘look at me wearing so-and-so label’, but it never 

works.  It just won’t fit and feel comfortable!  And now 

emerging from a pandemic diet of constant snacking, 

that ‘perfect fit’ shirt is impossible to find. 

Even more than shirts, it’s important to have a life that 

fits us, that gives us peace and satisfaction.  Does your 

life ‘fit’?  Do you feel free and alive?  Or do you feel 

burdened and drained of energy?  Do the convictions 

you hold, the choices you make, and the goals you set, 

provide you with purpose and satisfaction?  Or does 

your life feel as if you are wearing a shirt that is too 

small, pinched and painful, needing relief?   

That’s what Jesus is talking about today when he 

invites us, ‘Take my yoke upon you.’ That’s what Jesus 

promises when he says, ‘my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.’   

The Jews in His audience were familiar with talk about 

wearing a ‘yoke.’  In their faith, commitment to 

following God’s instruction and seeking to live one’s 

life under God’s wisdom was referred to as wearing a 

‘yoke.’  And the opponents of Jesus, those infamous 

Pharisees, had made wearing that yoke a heavy, 

demanding, draining burden for their followers to 

carry.  Yes, Jesus’ first audience knew what it meant to 

wear a ‘yoke.’ 

Before Jesus began His public ministry, He was a 

carpenter.  As a carpenter he would have been asked 

to carve a yoke for oxen.  When customers brought a 

team of oxen to Him, He would spend a good deal of 

time measuring the great beasts carefully - their 

height, their width, the gap between the two animals, 

the heights of their shoulders.  He would go to work, 

and a week later, the customer would bring the oxen 

back for the fitting.  He would gently place the yoke 

over their shoulders, watch for rough places, and 

carefully smooth the yoke until it fit perfectly. For the 

oxen, the yoke was then easy.  And that’s the kind of 

yoke Jesus offers us - one that fits.  A yoke that gives us 

energy and life.  A yoke that doesn’t feel like a burden 

but, instead, is a joy to wear! 

Jesus is inviting us today, ‘Come!  Take my yoke upon 

you.  You’ll find that it fits you just right!’  In contrast 

to the yoke of the Pharisees, the yoke of Jesus is light.  

Nobody, except Jesus can offer us an eternal yoke, a 

forgiving yoke, a yoke that promises guidance and 

direction that leads to abundant life.  The yoke of Jesus 

comes with love and peace and strength to bear our 

burdens. It’s a yoke that promises strength.   

On this Fourth of July weekend we thank God for the 

yoke of freedom that fits on our nation.  We pray for 

those who have sacrificed their lives to defend it.  May 

we never take them for granted.  Our nation was 

founded on belief in God. The Declaration of 

Independence begins: “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, and that they 

are endowed by their Creator with inalienable 

rights…” Our Founding Fathers may have opted for 

a separation of Church and state, but not for a 

separation of God and state.  What the Constitution 

guarantees is not freedom FROM religion but freedom 

OF religion. Take a moment today to thank God for the 

great freedoms we enjoy as citizens of the United 

States of America and pray for those denied their 

freedom. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Cacavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Carmela Villani 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Ann M. Newbert 

Eileen Fingerle 

June P. O'Hara 

J. Marie Tedesco 

Edda Uggeri 

Josephine D'Amico 

Harold Drew 

 

FUNERALS 

Tuesday, July 7th 10:00 AM 

J. MARIE TEDESCO 

Wednesday, July 8th 10:00 AM 

JUNE P. O’HARA 

Thursday, July 9th 11:15 AM 

ANN M. NEWBERT  

 

STEWARDSHIP  

06/30/19  $21,475   

06/28/20  $27,837 (+29.62%) 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

6/30/2020  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $93,737.15  

Donors 348   

Payments $77,157.15  

Percentage of Goal 62.49% 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

THIRD WEEK 

Claire Flynn, St. Aidan 

& Michael D’Emic, St. Paul the 

Apostle, Manhattan, NY 

  

Nicole Bonacuso, St. Aidan 

& Nicholas Ferrara, Our Lady of 

Mercy, Hicksville, NY 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

The Church of St. Aidan will hold 

First Holy Communion for 

children in our Faith Formation 

Process on the following 

Saturdays.  Saturday, August 1st 

at 11:30 AM and 2:00 

PM.  Saturday, August 8th at 

11:30 AM.  Saturday, August 15th 

at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.   

Saturday, August 22nd at 11:30 

AM.  Saturday, August 29th at 

11:30 AM.  Families will receive 

an email with more details.  

Children attending St. Aidan 

School will receive First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, October 

3rd at 11:30 and 2:00 PM.  As our 

church has a limited capacity due 

to current restrictions, tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  The service will be 

livestreamed on staidan 

parish .org and on Facebook for 

those who cannot attend. 

 

SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 

The Diocese has determined that 

the fall 2020 Confirmations that 

were in the process of being 

scheduled, will be conducted and 

administered by the parish 

pastors. Confirmations at the 

Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 

24th and Saturday, November 

7th.  As our church has a limited 

capacity due tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  The service will be 

livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 





WE WELCOME BISHOP ROMERO  

On the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, June 29, we 

celebrated the Episcopal Consecration of Bishop Luis 

Miguel Romero Fernandez, M. Id., DD, our Vicar for 

Hispanic Ministry and Evangelization, and the pastor 

of Our Lady of Loretto parish.  Bishop Romero has 

chosen “Meek and Humble of Heart” as his episcopal 

motto and his episcopal coat-of-arms pays tribute to 

the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 

Patroness of the Americas, to the humble Saint Juan 

Diego (1474-1548). It also pays tribute to the mystical 

evangelizing fire of the Idente community founded by 

the Servant of God Fernando Rielo Pardal (1923-

2004), and we join the community in praying for the 

canonization of their founder. We also celebrate that 

this is the first time a member of the Idente 

Community has been consecrated a Bishop.  

 

BAKE SALE NEXT WEEKEND IN ST. 

FRANCIS GARDEN 

Kevin Bongiorno is working on his Eagle Scout 

project.  His project will entail removing the fence 

across the front part of the lower school and 

removing and replacing the fencing around the back 

parking lot.  Please join Kevin on Saturday, July 11th 

and Sunday, July 12th for a bake sale in the St. Francis 

Garden after all the Masses.. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass for the Rosary Altar Society will 

be July 5, 2020 at 9am.  This Mass will be offered for 

deceased Rosarian Rose Paganelli and Mary 

Smith.  Please keep them and their families in your 

prayers. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it is 

his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY   -   Please bring all non-perishable 

food & personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:  Cookies, jars of sauce, coffee, cleaning 

products, tuna fish, oil, fresh vegetables, fruit, frozen 

pizza and bread. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social ministry Office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9-3 pm.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).     

 

VIRTUAL BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP 

Virtual Bereavement Support Group for COVID-19 

Related Loss.  July 29 thru September 2 / 5:00PM-

6:30PM.  Wednesday Evenings.  Registration Required 

- Please email/call Intake Coordinator: Keara Lincoln, 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR DAILY MASS 

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen 



LMSW  (631) 828-7631 / 

Keara.Lincoln@CHSLI.org. 

 

CHANGE OF DATES FOR PETER’S 

PENCE COLLECTION 

Peter’s Pence collection  – July  26, 2020.  The 

Peter’s Pence Collection provides Pope Francis 

with the funds he needs to carry out his charitable 

works around the world. The proceeds benefit our 

brothers and sisters on the margins of society, 

including victims of war, oppression, and disasters. 

  

HOLY LAND COLLECTION 

Holy Land collection – August 23, 2020.  Each day, 

the news reminds us of the violence and instability 

plaguing the Middle East, but we rarely hear of the 

shrinking Christian community there, a community 

that struggles to remain in the land of Christ’s 

birth, death and resurrection. Please help support 

our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land by giving 

to the Holy Land Collection. This Pontifical 

Collection allows the Franciscans and others to 

continue caring for Christianity’s holiest sites and 

for God’s people in the Holy Land. 

 

FREEDOM TO BE BORN FACE THE 

TRUTH PRO-LIFE VIGIL 

Pro-life Face the Truth event on SUNDAY, JULY 5, 

2020, from 2:00pm to 3:30pm (come for all or part 

of the time); on the public sidewalk along Route 

347, Lake Grove (near Smithaven Mall). Without 

the Right to LIFE we have no other rights! Pro-

lifers continue to be challenged to defend the right 

to LIFE enumerated in the Declaration of 

Independence. We are called to take a public stand 

to declare that the right to life starts in the womb. 

Pro-lifers are asked to join this Face the Truth 

event to be a witness against the tragedy of 

abortion (participants must be peaceful & lawful). 

Rain or shine. Signs available (parking lot near 

Staples, near road). Sponsored by Long Island 

Coalition for Life: 631-243-1435; 

info@prolifeLI.org; Instagram (LIcoalitionlife), 

follow us on Facebook.  

 



ST. AIDAN SUMMER CAMP 



 
GREAT NEWS!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS A NEW PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE.  The 

webpage contains registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers. 

 

Registration:  Early Bird 

Registration tuition rates end 

tomorrow July 6th at 11:59pm!  

These rates provide a significant 

discount to parents so take 

advantage of this opportunity.  Early 

Bird Registrations can be submitted 

online or the forms may be 

downloaded and mailed or placed in 

the Drop Box outside of the building 

for your convenience.  Children will 

be placed in classes in the order that 

we receive their registration 

paperwork.   

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program.  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend 

public school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for 

all 1st grade children. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers 

Needed:  Even though there are 

many unknowns regarding Fall 2020 

classes, catechists and volunteers 

are needed for the coming school 

year.  Please consider volunteering 

as a catechist or program volunteer.  

Last year, there were over 90 people 

actively involved in this most 

important ministry.  Please extend 

this invitation to anyone you know 

who may be able to join us.  

Catechist training and mentoring is 

provided.  Thank you for your help 

and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for 

over ten years.  This program uses 

creative teaching techniques and 

smaller class ratios to serve children 

who learn better in such an 

environment.  For further 

information, please call (516)746-

6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is needed before registering 

for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high 

school student who enjoys working 

with children?  Are you possibly 

considering a career goal working 

closely with children and families?  

Are you looking for opportunities to 

have an ongoing service experience?  

If you can answer “yes” to any of 

these questions or you are curious 

to learn more about actively 

assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion 

Religious Education Parents!  First 

Communion for children attending 

Religious Education classes has been 

scheduled in August.  Families have 

received emails with the assigned 

date and time for their children.  

More information will be sent out 

this week.  Please continue to use 

the materials provided at the First 

Communion Parents’ Meeting to 

help prepare your children for the 

reception of this sacrament. 

 

Grade 7 Confirmation Candidates:  

All Confirmation Packet work 

including Mass Reflections, Projects, 

and Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year. 

 

Grade 8 Confirmation Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will 

be celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents will receive 

notifications regarding the assigned 

date and time for their children 



During this time 

of transition, the 

Family Mass will 

continue to 

provide some 

limited materials 

each week.  For 

now, the 

Magnifikids 

magazines are 

available every week along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They 

are located in the Children’s Corner 

racks in the main lobby of the 

Church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to the 

pandemic concerns, these materials 

can be used at home so stop by the 

church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church. 

Today is the Fourteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color 

is green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word of the Week to 

help children and families link into 

the theme of the Sunday Mass 

throughout the week.  This week’s 

Gospel is from Matthew 11:25-30.  

The Word of the Week is BURDEN.  

In today’s gospel, Jesus explains 

that God is our loving Father who is 

not a “far away god.”  God the 

Father gave us the gift of Jesus to 

show us how to live with child-like 

confidence that He is always ready 

to help us.  Children don’t usually 

need to practice the attributes of 

having a child-like spirit because it 

is so much a part of who they are.  

They have not yet faced the 

responsibilities of the worries/

burdnes of the adult world; 

however, children are sometimes 

burdened with worries about 

things around them that they can’t 

control.  They are concerned about 

friendships, family issues, fears of 

the unknown especially considering 

the uncertainties of the current 

pandemic.  Today’s children live at 

a time when they are bombarded 

with information that often can 

lead to them worry.  Because of 

their inexperience, they lack the 

skills to cope and often suffer in 

silence.  Today’s Gospel offers us 

the opportunity to talk with our 

children of all ages about their 

burdens/worries.  While having 

that conversation, help them realize 

that they have adults they can turn 

to when they are distressed.  

Sometimes, Jesus wants us to help 

take the burden or load off of 

another person not just physically 

but emotionally and spiritually by 

being a good listener or lending a 

hand with a task.  This week, create 

a Family Prayer Jar.  Have each 

family member write or draw their 

burdens/worries on slips of paper.  

Place them in the prayer jar, which 

can be decorated with some verses 

from today’s Gospel.  Pray together 

each night for these intentions.  

This can be a great ongoing project.  

Remind all family members that we 

are giving our burdens/worries to 

God and working together as a 

family to support and care for each 

other.  

soon.  All Confirmation Packet 

work including Mass Reflections, 

Projects, and Community Service 

Reports are cancelled for this 

school year EXCEPT the 

Confirmation Registration Form, 

Sponsor Form, and the Letter to 

the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation.  These documents 

must be submitted by August 21st.   

 

Helpful Websites:  During this 

time pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google USCCB (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact 

information for each member of 

the Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open by appointment only.  

Please contact us with your 

questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this transitional 

time.  If you have paper work to 

submit, there is a Drop Box outside 

the building for your convenience. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

! 















ST. AIDAN’S  

“JUST WE TWO” 

 

St. Aidan School will host a weekly “Just We Two” 

program for children between the ages of two and 

three years accompanied by his/her parent or 

caregiver.  The program will introduce your child 

to the idea of a school setting in a preschool 

classroom and allows bonding time for you and 

your child in a fun environment.  There will be an 

age appropriate craft, free play, snack time 

(provided by parent for their own child), story and 

simple songs and finger plays. 

 

September 2020 Session: 

Meets Tuesdays        

9:00-10:30 am or 11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Or Meets Thursdays      

9:00-10:30 am or 11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same.  

Please only register for 1 day 

 

Begins:  Tues., Sept 22, 2020 - Tues., Dec 15, 2020 

Thurs., Sept 24, 2020 - Thurs., Dec 17, 2020 

 

Cost:  $125.00.   

If you are interested, please mail completed form 

and payment to Saint Aidan 525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596 attn: Just We Two.  If you 

have any questions, please call us at 516-746-6585 

ext 202 or email dvitale5547@ staidanschool.org. 

September 2020 Registration Sheet 
 

If you would like to register for the Just We Two 

program please return completed form with check 

payable to St. Aidan.  Cost $125.00.  Mail to Saint 

Aidan Attn: Just We Two  525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596.  Thank you. 

 

Please indicate 1st and 2nd and 3rd choice 

 

Tuesday _____9:00-10:30     _____11:00-12:30     

Thursday ____9:00-10:30     _____11:00-12:30     

(Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same) 

 

Child’s Name____________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Date of Birth:___________________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names_________________________________________   

 

Address: ________________________________________________                      

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ________________________ 

 

Person Attending Class with Child:  

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

                                                       





www.cffor.org 

Celebrating 

"Religious 

Freedom Week" - 

June 22-29 

The Christian 

Roots of 

America’s Longing for Liberty - Part 2 

 

By the time of the American 

Revolution, 1776, our nation's 

founders embraced Freedom of 

Religion as an essential condition of a 

free and democratic society.  

James Madison, often called the Father 

of the Constitution, described 

conscience as "the most sacred of all 

property" and "the Religion then of 

every man must be left to the 

conviction and conscience of every 

man...(1)   George Washington wrote 

that "the establishment of Civil and 

Religious Liberty was the Motive that 

induced me to the field of 

battle." (2)   Thomas Jefferson assured 

the Ursuline Sisters - who had been 

serving a mostly non-Catholic 

population in Louisiana since 1727 by 

running a hospital, an orphanage, and 

schools - that their Ministry would be 

free "to govern itself according to its 

own voluntary rules, without 

interference from the civil 

authority."(3) 

Therefore, when the Bill of Rights was 

ratified in 1791, religious freedom had 

the distinction of being the First 

Amendment.  Our founders believed 

religious liberty is, indeed, the first 

liberty.  The First Amendment 

guarantees, "Congress shall make no 

law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof." 

Recently, in a unanimous Supreme 

Court judgment affirming the 

importance of the First Freedom, Chief 

Justice Roberts explained that religious 

liberty is not just the first freedom for 

Americans; it is the first in the history 

of democratic freedoms, tracing its 

origins back to the first clauses of the 

Magna Carter of 1215.   Chief Justice 

Roberts cited an 1806 judgement 

involving the first Catholic bishop in 

the U.S., in which James Madison 

stated, the "scrupulous policy of the 

Constitution is guarding against a 

political interference with religious 

affairs" and this prevented the 

government from rendering an 

opinion on Church matters.(4) 

Our American heritage and most 

cherished freedom is Freedom of 

Religion because if we are not free in 

our conscience and practice of religion, 

all other freedoms are fragile.  If our 

obligations and duties to God are 

contradicted by the government, then 

we can no longer claim to be a land of 

the free, and a beacon of hope for the 

world. (5) 

  

(United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) Ad Hoc Committee 

for Religious Liberty(4)(5); founders 

quotes.com/essayonproperty;(1); 

azquotes.com/washington(2); 

founders archives.gov/jefferson(3) 

 

So who wrote the Gospels, and how did 

they get that name? Traditionally, we 

refer to the four Gospels as “the Gospel 

according to St….”  But we do not have 

any original manuscript, in fact 

nothing from before about 200 AD, so 

nothing from within more than 100 

years after they were written. The 

earliest titles we have are introduced 

with two words: “kata”, Greek for 

“according to” followed by a name of 

the evangelist.  This is a relatively 

unique naming convention, so current 

scholarship deems it unlikely that the 

original authors all would have come 

up with it independently. Therefore, 

the consensus of opinion is that the 

titles were given to them only after 

they had been assembled together and 

included in the canon of scripture, that 

is, a set of texts (or "books") which is 

regarded as authoritative, i.e., in this 

case, our Bible. Traditionally, two of 

the Gospels are attributed to eye 

witnesses (St. Matthew and St. John), 

and two to companions of apostles (St. 

Luke who was a follower of St. Paul, 

and St. Mark, or John Mark, a follower 

of St. Peter). But, again, most current 

scholarship feels that this cannot be 

proven and it is considered more likely 

that they were not written by eye 

witnesses, given some of the 

differences between them, as well as 

the obvious borrowings, and probably 

were written anonymously, including 

possibly by more than one author 

since stylistically some of them, 

notably that of St. John, vary internally. 

 

Now, how did we get the term 

“Gospel”? The English word comes 

from the Anglo-Saxon “godspell”, 

meaning “good news” and actually 

came about later. It is, however, 

related to the Greek “euangelion” and 

the later Latin “evangelium” which 

essentially mean the same thing, “good 

news”. In fact, the same word can be 

found in Greek translations of the 

Hebrew text in such books as Isaiah, 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me to 

bring good news to the afflicted; He 

has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

captives, and freedom to prisoners;” 

just as is recounted by the Gospel of St. 

Luke as being proclaimed by Jesus 



when he reads from the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah in Nazareth as He 

announces the “good news” of the 

fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy. The 

generic term “gospel” actually first 

appears in several of the letters of St. 

Paul, but he uses the term to mean the 

related concept, “euangelizethai”, 

meaning “to proclaim the gospel (good 

news)” to refer to his primary focus, 

that of spreading the message of the 

death, resurrection, and exaltation of 

Jesus Christ. The same Greek word 

appears in St. Mark’s Gospel, but again 

it does not refer to the genre of his 

writing, but rather to the message of 

Jesus which must be proclaimed. St. 

Matthew also uses the term in a similar 

sense, that of proclaiming the good 

news of salvation as preached by Jesus. 

Only around the middle of the second 

century was the word “gospel” used to 

refer to the specific literary style used 

in these four books when St. Justin 

Martyr referred to them as what “the 

Apostles in their memoirs, which are 

called gospels, have handed down 

what Jesus ordered them to do.” It is 

from this source that these narratives 

came to be known as “the Gospels” 

ever since, including with the standard 

format, “the Gospel according to St.…” 

And from this period onward, the four 

gospels were grouped together, along 

with the Acts of the Apostles, which is 

really the second part of the two 

volume work attributed to St. Luke, at 

the beginning of the New Testament, 

despite the fact that they were written 

after the epistles of St. Paul. This is so 

because together the four gospels 

provide the focus on Jesus, what He 

said, taught, and did, and then, in Acts, 

how the early church was established 

based on that. As such, these five books 

provide the framework for everything 

that follows. And, perhaps, in a bit of 

conjecture, this sort of mirrors the 

beginning of the Old Testament, in 

which the five books of the Torah 

establish the framework for all that 

follows. 

 

Have you ever had, or do you now 

have, someone with whom you can just 

be yourself? Perhaps that someone is a 

spouse, friend or close relative who is 

comforting because of the honesty and 

sincerity that exists between the two 

of you. To be there with you when 

needed gives one peace and rest. The 

readings for today tell us that Jesus 

Himself wants to be that person for 

you. He tells us to "Come to me ... and I 

will refresh you.” All the readings 

reflect this theme.   

In the First Reading, from the Prophet 

Zechariah (9:9-10), we hear the 

prophet exhorting the people of Israel 

to turn back to the Lord with sincerity 

of heart and He will accept them into 

His presence. He will come, not as a 

conquering warrior, but as a "Prince of 

Peace," and not as the evil kings of the 

monarchy who rode in on horse and 

chariots, but he will come on a lowly 

beast of burden. The latter is a 

reference to His entry into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday.   

The Responsorial Psalm (145:1-14) is 

a song of praise and thanksgiving for 

the goodness and benevolence of God. 

The psalmist exhorts us to put our 

trust in the Lord and not in the 

foolishness of this world. The last two 

lines of this portion of the Psalm are 

repeated in many songs and prayers. 

They should give us comfort because 

they tell us of a loving God.   

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (8:9-13). This 

passage is an excerpt from Paul's 

longer teaching on the "the flesh 

versus the spirit." He is saying that we, 

as committed Christians, are living in 

the spirit and not in the flesh such as a 

glove is moved by the hand within it. 

The important point is that those of us 

who are committed to Jesus Christ and 

are living according to His teachings 

need not worry about the things of this 

world because we have the Spirit of 

Christ (the Holy Spirit) dwelling within 

us, giving us that special peace. 

However, for those who only say or 

think they are Christians but live 

otherwise, these do not have the Spirit 

of Christ within them; and they "do not 

belong to Christ." Remember, 

“Belonging to Christ” means more than 

just “going to church” on Sundays.   

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 

(11:25-30). This scripture passage is 

one of the most comforting in all the 

gospels. Here Jesus invites us to go to 

Him to be refreshed. When we hear of 

all the troubles of the world today, it is 

comforting to know that there is 

someone we can go to who will refresh 

us and help us to deal with the trials of 

daily life. 

If you think this is just “pious talk” be 

brave enough to try it. Search out a 

quiet, private spot and just sit and ask 

Jesus to come to you in spirit. Keep 

asking. It might take a while, but surely 

His comforting peace will enfold you. If 

you continue, you will feel the anxiety 

leave your body and soul. This, then is 

the time to talk to Him as if He were 

your divine counselor, your closest 

friend, because that is what He is, or 

wants to be for you. The Father has 

given Jesus all the power in the world 

to do this, so why don't you take 

advantage of it? Something to think 

about during your prayer time this 

week! . 








