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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
 
MONDAY, JULY 13 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 15 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Dr. Edward Nix 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Genevieve Jankowska (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Gloria Coletti 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Elias Beyrouty 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 14 SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Christina Jacob 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Charles A. Kurz 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Pius Lee (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Gregory Abatemarco 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 SAINT BONAVENTURE 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Anson Abraham (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Danny Steiniger (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Jacqueline Bowen 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Josephine Silvaggio (Anniversary Rem.) 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 16 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 15 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM David Molloy 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Carmelita LaCovara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Clare Sansone (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Louisa Colelli (Anniversary Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 17  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 15 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Joan Foy (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Edward Wilson (23rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Emma Hess (80th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Marie Mangiaracina (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, JULY 18 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 15 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Mary Oswald (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  Philip Calvin Amico 
    Vito Albanese (Birthday Rem.) 
    John Flanagan 
    Maureen O’Donnell 
Fr. Ken 7:30 PM Rita DeMartino 
     
SUNDAY, JULY 19 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Thomas Fennessy (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM Grace & Deforest Mellor 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM Marion McKenna (40th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Ding Kwong Wai & Andrew Wai 
    Patrick Tighe  
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Alice Quandt 

Life 

Rooted 

In God  

Stands 

Firm 
 

 

 

 

Proverbs 

12:3 



Rooted 
in good soil 

Don’t you just love the gardens 

around St. Aidan’s?  The color, 

variety and beauty of nature tells 

more about God than any homily we 

could preach!  There is a miracle in every seed, and 

wisdom in the sun, and rain, and soil. They reveal to 

us the deeper things of life.   

Jesus knew about gardens, and about gardening. He is 

the Master Gardener. He wrote the book. So when He 

tells us about gardening or about life, we need to stop 

and listen.  He tells us today about how a farmer goes 

out to his field. The farmer, we know, is God. He goes 

out with intent - to raise up fruits - refreshing and 

nourishing, from the field of souls which is His 

possession. Now, every gardener, every farmer 

knows, that there are two basic ways to sow seed into 

the soil. You can very carefully make little holes in the 

soil and carefully place the seed from the packets at 

precisely the right depth and distance to get the most 

out of the packets. That is one way to plant, when the 

seed is expensive and scarce.  The other is to just aim 

the seeds in the general direction where you would 

like to see them grow, and let the breeze and the soil 

do the rest. That's called "broadcast sowing."   

God is a broadcast sower. That's what the parable 

says. The Word of God is rich and wonderful, 

bountiful and full of life, full of possibilities. For the 

person who would care to notice, it is sowed 

everywhere - scattered abundantly throughout the 

creation by a God who loves to bring good fruit from 

the ground. It springs up from the welcoming smile, 

the tender touch, in the sunshine and the rain, in holy 

words and sacraments, in a song or a thought He 

places on our lips or into our hearts. His Gospel is so 

plentiful that too often we neither notice nor value it, 

and yet it carries within it every possibility, every 

potential, every hope, every joy. It is the very stuff of 

life which He scatters wherever. The breeze of His 

Spirit will carry it. If it does not take root or produce 

good fruit, it isn't the seed's fault or the sower's - 

neither is it for lack of seed. The fault, He says, lies in 

the ground that receives it. 

Good ground is hard to come by. The message Jesus 

delivers about the soil is clear: good soil produces 

good fruit, and bad soil just doesn't produce. But God 

is the good farmer - patient and wise. He can work 

even rocky ground into a fine soil.  What kind of soil 

are you? 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Carmela Villani 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani  

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Ann M. Newbert 

June P. O'Hara 

Marie Tedesco 

Josephine D'Amico 

Harold Drew 

Eleanor Martin 

Peter J. Tennis 

Jim Grnauer  

 

STEWARDSHIP  

07/07/19  $25,643   

07/05/2 $31,078  (+21%)  

 

YOUR DONATIONS THIS WEEK 

ALSO GO TOWARDS: 

Landscaping Expenses 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $93,837.15  

Donors 349  

Payments $77,957.15  

Percentage of Goal 62.56% 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

The Church of St. Aidan will hold 

First Holy Communion for 

children in our Faith Formation 

Process on Saturday, August 1st 

at 11:30 AM and 2:00 

PM.  Saturday, August 8th at 

11:30 AM.  Saturday, August 15th 

at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.   

Saturday, August 22nd at 11:30 

AM.  Saturday, August 29th at 

11:30 AM.  Children attending St. 

Aidan School will receive First 

Holy Communion on Saturday, 

October 3rd at 11:30 and 2:00 

PM.   

 

SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. 

Aidan will be celebrated 

Saturday, October 24th and 

Saturday, November 7th.   

 

As our church has a limited 

capacity due tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  Services will be 

livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 





 

TRUSTEES OF ST. AIDAN 

St. Aidan has many extraordinarily generous 

parishioners.  Among the most dedicated members 

are those who serve as trustees. Trustees are 

essential to the civil law functions of the parish 

corporation but their contributions to the life of the 

parish extends even further.  As integral members of 

the parish pastoral councils, trustees express 

concern for the total parish vision and mission. 

Together with parishioners who serve on the parish 

finance council, they provide invaluable assistance to 

your pastor in the care of the temporal and human 

resources of the parish.  I extend my thanks to the 

two trustees whose terms are now ended.  Mrs. 

Helene Pacher and Mr. Gerard Calder.  The new 

trustees are Mr. Kevin Kiley and Mr. Robert Shannon.  

Thank you for your service. 

Fr. Adrian 

 

BAKE SALE THIS WEEKEND IN ST. 

FRANCIS GARDEN 

Kevin Bongiorno is working on his Eagle Scout 

project.  His project will entail removing the fence 

across the front part of the lower school and 

removing and replacing the fencing around the back 

parking lot.  Please join Kevin this Saturday, July 11th 

and Sunday, July 12th for a bake sale in the St. 

Francis Garden after all the Masses. 

ROSARY FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The Religious Freedom Group will pray the Rosary in 

the St. Francis Garden immediately following the 

5:30 PM Mass on July 15th. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Friday, July 17, 

2020 from 1:00-3:00 PM. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God&#39;s 

love, everything is shaped by it, everything is 

directed towards it. Love is God&#39;s greatest gift 

to humanity; it is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY - Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in Church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office. 

Items Needed: Jars of sauce, cleaning products, 

ketchup, tuna fish, oil, fresh vegetables, fruit, frozen 

pizza and bread 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish social ministry office 

hours are: Monday-Friday, 9-3 pm. Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue). 

 

VIRTUAL BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP 

Virtual Bereavement Support Group for COVID-19 

Related Loss.  July 29 thru September 2 / 5:00PM-

6:30PM.  Wednesday Evenings.  Registration 

Required - Please email/call Intake Coordinator: 

Keara Lincoln, LMSW  (631) 828-7631 / 

Keara.Lincoln@CHSLI.org. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 6 

year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 12’s). 

The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for flag is 

$60 but we have turned off the payment feature at 

this time. We just want to register children to know 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR DAILY MASS 

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen 



who wants to play so we are ready for a Fall Football 

Season, noting that tackle football practices will start 

soon, when allowed. If you have any questions, email 

football@mineola.org or call 516-408-5720. 

 

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 

Peter’s Pence collection  – July  26, 2020.  The Peter’s 

Pence Collection provides Pope Francis with the 

funds he needs to carry out his charitable works 

around the world. The proceeds benefit our brothers 

and sisters on the margins of society, including 

victims of war, oppression, and disasters. 

  

HOLY LAND COLLECTION 

Holy Land collection – August 23, 2020.  Each day, 

the news reminds us of the violence and instability 

plaguing the Middle East, but we rarely hear of the 

shrinking Christian community there, a community 

that struggles to remain in the land of Christ’s birth, 

death and resurrection. Please help support our 

brothers and sisters in the Holy Land by giving to the 

Holy Land Collection. This Pontifical Collection 

allows the Franciscans and others to continue caring 

for Christianity’s holiest sites and for God’s people in 

the Holy Land. 

 

CAMP QUO VADIS  

This summer, Camp Quo Vadis will offer a free online 

digital experience July 12-17. As you know for the 

past three years the Office of Vocations has hosted 

Camp Quo Vadis, our Diocesan high school summer 

camp. This year was once again shaping up to be a 

sold-out camp before COVID-19 changed everything. 

Because of health concerns, the online digital camp 

experience will take the place of the in-person camp. 

Each day we will premier a few short videos 

concerning topics meant to engage teens and young 

adults. Since the camp is not in person, the content is 

available to anyone you think will benefit from it.  

Videos and all pertinent information can be found 

at: www.campquovadis.com. 

  

 

 

A BLESSING WHEN YOU FEEL LONELY 

O God, I can’t shake this feeling that deep loneliness 

is my new normal. 

I need someone walking with me, 

whose eyes see what mine do, 

whose ears are open to hear my thoughts 

and whose heart delights to share their own. 

O God, come quickly, 

it is too hard to do this alone. 

God have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Spirit have mercy. 

O God, blessed are we who call to you for help 

when life’s solitary candle burns too low. 

You know our frame. 

You remember we are dust. 

Tell me it was not for nothing, that we were made! 

O Christ of highest heaven, you knew full well 

what it was like to lose the bliss of perfect love 

when you came to be with us, to live and die as one of 

us, 

bereft and forsaken. 

I lift my face to you and ask that with those pierced 

hands 

you would hold me, and trace each tear to its source. 

O God heal me, restore me, and provide for me. 

Blessed are we, O God, who ask 

and discover that you have already gone before 

to satisfy us with your love, 

and fill us with good things. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye; 

hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

Psalm 17:8 

God have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Spirit have mercy. 

You shall no longer be called forsaken, nor your land 

called desolate, 

but you shall be called “My delight is in her.” 

Isaiah 62:4 

Your name is beloved. Open your hands in 

thanksgiving. 

Receive the gift of God for you.     

     (Kate C. Bowler)  



ST. AIDAN IS RUNNING A SUMMER CAMP.     YOU CAN JOIN TODAY. 



 
GREAT NEWS!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS A NEW PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE.  The 

webpage contains registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers. 

 

Registration:  Early Bird 

registration is now over.  For the 

remainder of the summer, regular 

tuition rates will apply.  

Registrations can be submitted 

online or the forms may be 

downloaded and mailed or placed in 

the Drop Box outside of the building 

for your convenience.  Children will 

be placed in classes in the order that 

we receive their registration 

paperwork.  Registration will end on 

September 1st except for transfer 

students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program.  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend 

public school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for 

all 1st grade children. 

Catechists and Volunteers 

Needed:  Even though there are 

many unknowns regarding Fall 2020 

classes, catechists and volunteers 

are needed for the coming school 

year.  Please consider volunteering 

as a catechist or program volunteer.  

Last year, there were over 90 people 

actively involved in this most 

important ministry.  Please extend 

this invitation to anyone you know 

who may be able to join us.  

Catechist training and mentoring is 

provided.  Thank you for your help 

and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for 

over ten years.  This program uses 

creative teaching techniques and 

smaller class ratios to serve children 

who learn better in such an 

environment.  For further 

information, please call (516)746-

6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is needed before registering 

for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high 

school student who enjoys working 

with children?  Are you possibly 

considering a career goal working 

closely with children and families?  

Are you looking for opportunities to 

have an ongoing service experience?  

If you can answer “yes” to any of 

these questions or you are curious 

to learn more about actively 

assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion 

Religious Education Parents!  First 

Communion for children attending 

Religious Education classes has been 

scheduled in August.  Families have 

received emails with the assigned 

date and time for their children.  

More information will be sent out 

this week.  Please continue to use 

the materials provided at the First 

Communion Parents’ Meeting to 

help prepare your children for the 

reception of this sacrament. 

 

Grade 7 Confirmation Candidates:  

All Confirmation Packet work 

including Mass Reflections, Projects, 

and Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year. 

 

Grade 8 Confirmation Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will 

be celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents will receive 

notifications regarding the assigned 

date and time for their children 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials each 

week.  For now, the Magnifikids 

magazines are available every week 

along with the Children’s Worship 

Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 

to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to the 

pandemic concerns, these materials 

can be used at home so stop by the 

church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church. 

Today is the Fifteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color 

is green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word of the Week to 

help children and families link into 

the theme of the Sunday Mass 

throughout the week.  This week’s 

Gospel is taken from Matthew 13:1-

23.  The Word of the Week is GROW.  

In today’s Gospel, we hear the story 

of the Sower and the Seed.  The 

Sower represents God and the Seed 

is the Word of God.  The story talks 

about the seeds falling on four 

different kinds of surfaces:  a 

pathway, rocky ground, thorn-filled 

gound, and rich soil.  The seeds that 

fall on the first three surfaces don’t 

survive even if they initially sprout; 

however, the seeds that fall on rich 

soil grow and flourish.  Using the 

analogy of the seed being the Word 

of God, each of us must work to 

become more like the rich soil, 

ready to allow the Word of God to 

establish firm, steady, strong roots 

in us.  We can allow the Word of God 

to become alive in us by taking the 

time to pray, doing our best to live 

the way Jesus taught us, and 

forgiving others. When we do this, 

we are growing closer to God.  This 

week, look for ways to encourage 

good choices.  Take some time to 

read the Bible as a family and talk 

about the story remembering that 

the Bible contains God’s Word to us.  

As a family, perhaps you can clean 

up the yard of an elderly neighbor 

or participate in a park clean-up to 

show our love for the community 

and your desire to help.  Plant some 

seeds in rich soil and watch them 

grow.  Keep a little record of how 

family members spread the Good 

News about Jesus by what they say 

and do.  At the end of the week, each 

family member can share their 

experiences and praise other family 

members for their kindness and 

efforts.  It is everyone’s 

responsibility to be open to God’s 

Word and spread the Good News 

about Jesus!!  Have some fun while 

doing it!!  Others will catch your 

joy!! 

soon.  All Confirmation Packet 

work including Mass Reflections, 

Projects, and Community Service 

Reports are cancelled for this 

school year EXCEPT the 

Confirmation Registration Form, 

Sponsor Form, and the Letter to the 

Pastor requesting Confirmation.  

These documents must be 

submitted by August 21st.   

 

Helpful Websites:  During this 

time of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google USCCB (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at 

the Family Mass, is providing 

videos and articles about how to 

celebrate the Faith at home in the 

“domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open by appointment only.  

Please contact us with your 

questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this transitional time.  

If you have paper work to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If 

you want to stop by the office, 

please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

















I am sure that we have all had the 

experience of planting seed or 

seedlings with great expectations of 

a bountiful harvest. We take time to 

till the soil and give it water and 

nourishment, and then wait for the 

plants to come forth and produce. 

Sometimes they do and sometimes 

they do not; and we never quite 

know why. That is the way God must 

look at mankind, the crowning glory 

of His creation and, like a good 

Father, wonders "What did I miss?" 

The readings for today use the 

analogy of farming and sowing seed 

to talk about how the teachings of 

God and Jesus, His Son, sometimes 

produce abundantly; but at other 

times do not. Can you figure out 

why? In the First Reading, from the 

Prophet Isaiah (55:10-11) we hear 

the prophet preaching about the 

word of God coming like spring rain 

to soften the soil so that the seeds 

can grow. However, the people of 

Isaiah's time did not listen to the 

word of God. They turned away from 

Him and ignored His word. This led 

directly to the Babylonian Exile — 

God's way of punishing His “Chosen 

People” for their lack of fidelity (See 

2 Kings 17:1-18). When was the last 

time you picked up a Bible or 

catechism to better understand what 

God might be asking of you, or saying 

to you? The Responsorial Psalm 

(65:10-14) picks up the same theme 

of preparing the soil for planting and 

reaping a bountiful harvest because 

the soil was fertile. Everything came 

together as God expected: each 

aspect of His creation fulfilled its 

purpose. Each of us has a part to play 

in God's continuing act of creation 

and salvation. But are we doing it 

with attention and devotion? The 

Second Reading is from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (8:18-23). In 

this passage, Paul is saying that we 

human creatures of God are much 

like those seedlings. We are planted 

here on earth, not in a random 

scattering, but in a divinely ordered 

plan with great expectations and in 

hope that all creation will share in 

the glory destined for those who 

fulfill their role. Paul's last sentence 

is most important and applies to us 

today just as much, if not more, than 

during Paul's time. The Gospel 

Reading is from Matthew (13:1-23). 

In this long passage, Jesus 

summarizes all of the readings above 

with a parable. A parable is a story 

that has a single message hidden 

within the details. The objective of a 

parable is to get people to think and 

reason out the message. In this 

passage, to save time, Jesus explains 

the parable and the message. Do you 

get the message? The message is 

quite clear. The word of God is like 

seed sown with the expectation of 

reaping a good harvest that is 

guiding mankind to live according to 

the teachings of God and the Church. 

Our heart and mind, soul and body, 

in other words, our entire being is 

like the soil. Are we really listening, 

absorbing and following through 

with what God is telling us? In St. 

Paul’s passage above, he says, "We 

know that all creation is groaning in 

labor pains even now...” Look at all of 

the natural disasters occurring all 

over the world lately: hurricanes, 

floods, earthquakes and fires. Could 

this be God's way of getting our 

attention to return to Him with all 

our heart? Something to think about 

during your prayer time this week!  
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Are We Entering the Next Great 

Awakening?   Part 1 

  

Two of the most significant events in 

United States history, the American 

Revolution and the Civil War, were 

each preceded by a "Great 

Awakening" - a spiritual revival 

based on individual freedom and a 

challenge to live more moral 

lives.  These spiritual revivals set a 

standard for political individual 

freedom, democracy, and freedom 

for all people. 

 

The First Great Awakening, sparked 

by powerful religious preachers, 

began in the 1730's and stressed 

individual responsibility for greater 

spiritual intimacy with God.  This 

emphasis on the authority of 

individuals over the established 

religious authority created dissent 

with the religious and political 

hierarchy.  This resulted in changing 

not only the religious framework but 

also the social and political 

landscape of the American Colonies. 

 



Having experienced some democracy 

and equality in the churches, the 

common people began to demand 

democracy and equality in their 

political life as well. This desire for 

more freedom went directly against 

the goals of the British government’s 

desire for more money and control 

and became one of the basic causes 

of the American War for 

Independence. 

  

The Second Great Awakening 

developed during the early 19th 

century (1790s-1840s) and was 

described as "... an expansion of 

religious feeling unknown in 

American history." (1)  This burst of 

religious enthusiasm prompted a 

movement to believe in the 

possibility of creating a much better 

world.  Many yearned for stability, 

decency, and goodness in the new 

and turbulent expanding American 

republic. 

 

Social reform came largely out of this 

new devotion to religion and took 

the shape of social movements for 

temperance, women's rights, and the 

abolition of slavery, as well as reform 

to prisons and care for the 

handicapped and the mentally ill.   

 

Many religious leaders believe 

America is now seeing the 

development of the next Great 

Awakening.  In response to social 

and political challenges, they see 

Americans turning to our Judeo-

Christian foundation for 

reaffirmation of the inalienable 

rights of each human being. 

 

Americans remember In 1976 

Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, Pope St. John 

Paul II, warned in his address in 

Philadelphia for the bicentennial 

celebration of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence:   "We 

are now facing the final 

confrontation between the Church 

and the anti-church, between the 

gospel and the anti-gospel, between 

Christ and the Antichrist.  The 

confrontation lies within the plans of 

Divine Providence.  It is, therefore, in 

God's Plan, and it must be a trial 

which the Church must take up, and 

face courageously." 

  

(ushistory.org; thought.com, 

7/29/19; lifesitenews.com, 5/18/17; 

secondgreatawakeninghistory173.co

m(1); courses.lumenlearning.com; 

catholic online) 

 

As we have seen, the Gospels are the 

“good news” telling us about Jesus’ 

ministry, His Passion, and 

Resurrection. The entire period 

covered was possibly only about a 

year, per some scholarly estimates of 

the three synoptic Gospels, or at 

most three years, according to some 

analyses of St. John’s Gospel. You 

might suspect that there would be a 

lot of duplication and little in the way 

of differences. And you would be 

wrong. Because we hear bits and 

pieces of the Gospels, and we hear 

them one per year, it is easy to miss 

the differences in particular. But 

even when telling the same story, we 

often miss differences, and sort of 

assume things are common to all, or 

at least the synoptics. But even they 

are not the same. Right at the 

beginning, only Matthew and Luke 

deal with the birth of Jesus. And they 

tell it differently. We are accustomed 

to celebrating Christmas with 

shepherds and the Magi. Matthew 

gives us a long dissertation on the 

genealogy of Jesus, followed by His 

birth, of a Virgin, in Bethlehem, then 

the Magi show up, so they go to 

Egypt to avoid Herod’ s wrath. There 

is some serious background for this. 

Matthew is writing for an audience 

which is familiar with Jewish 

tradition. He regularly quotes from 

the Old Testament, including from 

Isaiah concerning the virgin bearing 

a child (which meant something 

different to Isaiah’s audience), and, 

of course, the Jewish people spent 

years in exile in Egypt. So now, so 

does Jesus, led there, by the way, by 

Joseph. References similar to this 

continue throughout the Gospel of 

Matthew. But it is Luke who gives us 

the two annunciations (John the 

Baptist and Jesus), then the 

visitation,  Mary’s Magnificat, the 

strange circumstances surrounding 

the birth of John, including the 

canticle of Zechariah, then the 

reasons why Mary and Joseph went 

to Bethlehem, ended up in a stable, 

and how the birth was announced to 

shepherds by the angelic choir. Luke 

is all about non-Jewish tradition and 

explaining why this Jesus is special to 

a Gentile, primarily Greek, audience. 

Mark doesn’t deal with this at all. He 

begins with John the Baptist 

preaching in the desert and the 

Baptism of Jesus. The description of 

John as the “voice of one crying out 

in the desert” is, in fact, one of the 

relatively few things common to all 

four Gospels. Of note, all three 

synoptic Gospels initially show us 



Jesus in His human nature. He 

appears either as a baby, granted, in 

unique circumstances, or as an 

itinerant preacher. Yes, there is a 

voice from the clouds at the baptism, 

but it does not specifically claim 

divinity: just “This is My Son”. Only 

later does this concept become more 

fully developed. St. John starts off in 

a totally different fashion. Chapter 1, 

verses 1 and 2: “In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things 

were made through Him and without 

Him nothing came to be.” Not a 

human baby. Not a new itinerant 

preacher, but God. For John, there 

was no confusion about the divine 

nature of Jesus right from the start. 

John’s Gospel continues in this 

fashion. That is a big part of why it is 

so different from the other three and 

why it was the last included in the 

canon.  But the reality of Jesus, truly 

fully human and at the same time 

truly fully divine was something the 

early church would wrestle with for 

a couple of hundred years and it was 

the cause of some of the deepest 

divisions in the early church. We 

tend to miss the importance of this 

since, like the Christmas story, we 

know how it turns out over time.  

 

After the baptism, there is very little 

common to all four Gospels. The 

feeding of the 5,000. The triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, the prediction 

that Peter will deny Jesus three 

times, and the discussion of who will 

betray Him are all there. But it is only 

at that point that they start to 

become more common. Given the 

events that followed, that would be 

expected. But even in the account of 

the Last Supper, Passion, and 

Resurrection, there are differences. 

Some of the most significant ones are 

in John’s Gospel as you might expect. 

The biggest one is the whole flavor of 

the proceedings. In the synoptics, it 

is the authorities who are in charge, 

who cause everything to happen. Not 

for John. He is not meekly led to 

slaughter. He answers the charges 

levelled against Him. He clearly 

impresses Pilate who says “Then You 

are a King” and places Jesus on the 

judge’s seat. Pilate wants nothing to 

do with Him. And there is a whole 

different version of the Last Supper 

in John, too. In any case, sometimes 

the other three Gospels can leave us 

a bit confused about the nature of 

Jesus. John never does. Whether or 

not “the beloved disciple” was St. 

John, and whether or not he actually 

wrote the words, which is doubtful, 

the author knew Who Jesus was. 

 

Next week we will see more about 

what is in the Gospels, and why. 

 

 








