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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
 
MONDAY, JULY 27  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 17 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM William Mushorn 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM June O’Hara 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Robert F. Pavlicin 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Rev. Robert S. Smith (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 28 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 17 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Gloria Evangeline Hofmann 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Grybowski  
      & Shuell Families 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Dominic J. Altamuro 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM June O’Hara 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 SAINT MARTHA   
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Mary O’Shea 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM June O’Hara 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Amelia Alvarez 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Anthony Vaz 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 30 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 17 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM June O’Hara 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Albert Bifarelli 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM June O’Hara 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 31  SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Anne O’Boyle 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Edward Madison (8th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Leo Han 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM James Laverty (6th Month Anniversary) 
  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Charles Altadonna (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Anne Delgado (17th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Sue Fleming 
    Robert Beirne 
    James Spinelli 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
     
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Morgan Kenna and Julia & Frank Kelly 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Ann Fortunato  
      & Margaret Tarnasky 
Fr. Ken 10:30 AM Ray McHugh 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Lisa Margaritis 
    Joanann Gagliardo (Birthday Rem.) 
    Marie Bengivango (Anniversary Rem.) 
    June O’Hara  
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Jeanne Jaronczyk 

Are 

You 

Wheat 

or 

Weeds 

THE 

KINGDOM  

OF  

HEAVEN  

IS LIKE  

TREASURE 

BURIED IN 

A FIELD  



Jesus went on to say that "the 

Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field, which someone 

found and hid; then in his joy he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field." Such 

situations were not unknown in Palestine.  All 

through its history Israel was subject to invasions.  

There were no dependable banks or safe deposit 

boxes.  As the enemy descended upon the land, a 

person would often bury coins in the ground, 

intending to come back and dig them up when the 

danger was past.  But the burier could be killed or 

carted off to die in exile, and his cache go 

undiscovered. 

Generations later a tenant farmer might accidentally 

unearth the treasure and learn how important it 

could be to own that field.  We can envision that 

person looking every which way to see whether he 

had been noticed, covering his find, and running 

home to see what he could possibly do to purchase 

that field.  We can imagine the joy of discovering 

something so special in the course of one's everyday 

routine. 

What Jesus seems to be saying here is that the 

Kingdom of God may be found in the mundane and 

ordinary as readily as in the spectacular.  Where in 

the ordinary do you find a glimpse of the Kingdom of 

God?  Perhaps in creation.  Have you ever sat up at 

night and watched the stars as they moved across the 

sky?  Until you have, you cannot understand the 

majesty and the beauty and the wonder of it all. It is 

like a ballet dance in which every character has 

performed their part with perfection.  Or have you 

ever gotten up early to watch the sunrise from the 

total darkness, through dawn, and into the brightness 

of day? Maybe you have seen parts of it. Perhaps 

accidentally. Until you have intentionally watched the 

whole dramatic unfolding of a new day, you cannot 

fully understand the miracle.  

Perhaps you can remember events in your lives that 

gave you a glimpse of God’s Kingdom:  The birth of a 

child.  Your wedding day.  Your first time in love.  

Here is Jesus, trying to remind us that we can glimpse 

God’s Kingdom in the ordinary and everyday.  Only 

God can reveal it to us.  

God also does that through the life and story of Jesus, 

through the history and tradition of the Church, and 

through the lives of fellow Christians who have gone 

before and are alongside of us.  It is the Spirit that 

reveals these truths to us.  Bit by bit, little by little, 

until we are caught up in the grandeur of it all. 

Jesus is aware that this cannot be fully put into 

words. It is too deep for words. We are God's own 

people who have been chosen and loved and called to 

serve. Let us live as a redeemed and loved people. Let 

us spread the news of this love that is too deep for 

words so that all people everywhere may join us in 

celebrating the good that God has done in and 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Carmela Villani 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Ruth Hubschmann 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi  

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Thomas J. Donato 

Gloria M. Keller 

Richard Longboat 

Angela Murphy  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

The Church of St. Aidan will hold 

First Holy Communion for children 

in our Faith Formation Process on 

Saturday, August 1st at 11:30 AM 

and 2:00 PM.  Saturday, August 8th 

at 11:30 AM.  Saturday, August 

15th at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.   

Saturday, August 22nd at 11:30 

AM.  Saturday, August 29th at 

11:30 AM.  Children attending St. 

Aidan School will receive First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, October 

3rd at 11:30 and 2:00 PM.   

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. 

Aidan will be celebrated Saturday, 

October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

At present our church has a limited 

capacity of 50%, tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  Services will be 

livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 

 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND WEEK 

Colleen O’Shea,  

Corpus Christi, Mineola, NY 

& Denis McCann,  

St. Barnabas, Bellmore, NY 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

7/21/19 $20,395 

07/19/20 $20,892  (+2.44%)  

 

 

YOUR DONATIONS THIS WEEK 

ALSO GO TOWARDS: 

PETER’S PENCE 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $94,262.15  

Donors 353 

Payments $80,268.40  

Percentage of Goal 62.84% 

 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR 

DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

AND ON FACEBOOK. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You 

into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit me 

to be separated from You.  Amen 

 





2021 MASS BOOK OPENS ON AUGUST 1 

If you would like to arrange Mass intentions for the 

year 2021, please contact the Rectory Office.  The 

Mass book for 2021 will be open on August 1, 2020.  

This year we ask you to send in all your Mass 

requests in writing to the Rectory Office, 505 Willis 

Avenue, Williston Park, NY  11596, Attn: 2021-Mass 

Request.  Please include the $20 stipend for each 

Mass request.  Intentions for three Masses can be 

booked at this time.  Weekday Masses in 2021 are at 

6:30, 9:00 AM and 5:30 PM.  There is no 12:30 PM  

weekday Mass in 2021.  Corpus Cristi Church in 

Mineola are introducing a noon Mass in 2021.  

Saturdays Masses are at 9:00 AM, 5:00, 7:30 PM.  

Sundays Masses are at 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:00 

and 5:00 PM.  For holy day intentions, please call the 

office. The Rectory Office will confirm your Mass 

request by mail.  If a Mass is unavailable we will 

contact you by phone so that an alternate date can be 

chosen.  Please include your name, address, 

telephone number and e-mail address.  Any questions 

please call the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 x1. 

  

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus As 

Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus Caritas 

Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY   -   Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the sacred heart 

chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:  clorox wipes, tissues, brillo, frozen 

pizza, chicken cutlets, chopped meat, hamburgers, 

fresh vegetables and fruit. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9-3 pm.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).     

SAINT AIDAN’S  

BOOSTER CLUB 

 

24 chances to win every month.  

$30 Annual Membership runs 

Sept. 2019 – Aug. 2020 

The Booster Club is administered 

by The Saint Aidan’s School 

Board.  All proceeds directly 

benefit the school.  Winning 

checks will be mailed within the 

next 10 days. 

 

Weekly Prizes:   

1 $25 winner AND 4 $20 winners 

Monthly Prizes:   

1 $50 winner AND 2 $25 winners 

Monthly Bonus Prizes:  

1 $500 winner in March, June and 

December     

1 $100 winner in all other months 

June Winners:  $20 Winners 

Anne & Jim Hoenig, Eileen 

O’Malley, Barbara Ferrara, Bill & 

Kathleen Cooke, Larry & Pat Kane, 

James & Ann Bennett, Ellen & 

Mike Kolinsky, Mary Jo Love, Pat 

& Bill Lorusso, Angela Stiuso, Joe 

& Nancy Zolezzi, Michael & Joyce 

Rowley, Eleanor Brassill, Susan 

Mattei, Patricia Paternostro  

 

June Winners:  $25 Winners 

S. Francis Kammer, Rosa Farrar, S. 

Francis Kammer, Kevin & Nancy 

Kiley, Robert & Virginia Corkhill  

 

June $50 Winner:  

Helen Ogden  

 

June $100 Winner:  

Daniel J. Sullivan  

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  

OR JOIN NOW! 

Membership will run from 

September 2020 through August 

2021. Please fill out this form and 

return to the Rectory with cash or 

check made payable to  

Saint Aidan’s Booster Club.  

 

Name _______________________________  

Phone ______________________________ 

Address_____________________________ 

______________________________________  

City, State, Zip______________________ 

E-mail address 

______________________________________ 

 

I would like ___________ numbers  

at $30 each.      $________ enclosed 

▭ Check here if this is a renewal 

of an existing membership. 



PETER’S PENCE DONATION - TODAY 

The Peter’s Pence Collection provides Pope Francis 

with the funds he needs to carry out his charitable 

works around the world. The proceeds benefit our 

brothers and sisters on the margins of society, 

including victims of war, oppression, and disasters. 

Please place all donations in the collection box at the 

church door. 

 

SAINTS’ GARDEN 

Thank you to Mr. Anthony Sansone who donated an 

outdoor  statue of Saint Pio to our parish.  We placed 

it in the area between the rectory and the gym where 

we hope to develop a small Saints’ Garden. 

 

BLD CHARISMATIC COMMUNITY 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 

Friday, July 31, 2020-7:15-9:30 PM 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 after the 12:00 PM Mass 

 

VIRTUAL BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP 

Virtual Bereavement Support Group for COVID-19 

Related Loss.  July 29 thru September 2 / 5:00PM-

6:30PM.  Wednesday Evenings.  Registration 

Required - Please email/call Intake Coordinator: 

Keara Lincoln, LMSW  (631) 828-7631 / 

Keara.Lincoln@CHSLI.org. 

 

GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment 

Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions on 

Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 from 7

-9:30 PM. 

Couples will explore their individual personality 

styles, improve listening and communication skills, 

understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 

how to keep their relationship a priority. Registration 

is limited and a $50 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio 

at 718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 6 

year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 12’s). 

The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for flag is 

$60 but we have turned off the payment feature at 

this time. We just want to register children to know 

who wants to play so we are ready for a Fall Football 

Season, noting that tackle football practices will start 

soon, when allowed. If you have any questions, email 

football@mineola.org or call 516-408-5720. 

 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION 

Holy Land collection – August 23, 2020.  Each day, the 

news reminds us of the violence and instability 

plaguing the Middle East, but we rarely hear of the 

shrinking Christian community there, a community 

that struggles to remain in the land of Christ’s birth, 

death and resurrection. Please help support our 

brothers and sisters in the Holy Land by giving to the 

Holy Land Collection. This Pontifical Collection allows 

the Franciscans and others to continue caring for 

Christianity’s holiest sites and for God’s people in the 

Holy Land. 

 

CAMP QUO VADIS  

This summer, Camp Quo Vadis will offer a free online 

digital experience July 12-17. As you know for the 

past three years the Office of Vocations has hosted 

Camp Quo Vadis, our Diocesan high school summer 

camp. This year was once again shaping up to be a 

sold-out camp before COVID-19 changed everything. 

Because of health concerns, the online digital camp 

experience will take the place of the in-person camp. 

Each day we will premier a few short videos 

concerning topics meant to engage teens and young 

adults. Since the camp is not in person, the content is 

available to anyone you think will benefit from it.  

Videos and all pertinent information can be found 

at: www.campquovadis. com.  



ST. AIDAN IS RUNNING A SUMMER CAMP.     YOU CAN JOIN TODAY. 



 

GREAT NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS A NEW PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  The 

webpage contains registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers. 

 

Registration:  Early Bird registration 

is now over.  For the remainder of the 

summer, regular tuition rates will 

apply.  Registrations can be submitted 

online or the forms may be 

downloaded and mailed or placed in 

the Drop Box outside of the building 

for your convenience.  Children will 

be placed in classes in the order that 

we receive their registration 

paperwork.  Registration will end on 

September 1st except for transfer 

students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you 

know any families with children 

entering grade 1 in September who 

attend public school, please pass on 

this information or ask them to call 

the Faith Formation Office at (516)

746-6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for 

all 1st grade children. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers Needed:  

Even though there are many 

unknowns regarding Fall 2020 

classes, catechists and volunteers are 

needed for the coming school year.  

Please consider volunteering as a 

catechist or program volunteer.  Last 

year, there were over 90 people 

actively involved in this most 

important ministry.  Please extend 

this invitation to anyone you know 

who may be able to join us.  Catechist 

training and mentoring is provided.  

Thank you for your help and 

generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is needed before registering 

for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly 

considering a career goal working 

closely with children and families?  

Are you looking for opportunities to 

have an ongoing service experience?  

If you can answer “yes” to any of 

these questions or you are curious to 

learn more about actively assisting in 

the Multisensory Program, please call 

the Faith Formation Office at (516)

746-6585 x405 or contact the 

Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Holy Communion  

Religious Education Parents!  First 

Communion for children attending 

Religious Education classes is 

scheduled in August.  Please continue 

to use the materials provided at the 

First Holy Communion Parents’ 

Meeting to help prepare your children 

for the reception of this sacrament.                                                                                              

 

First Holy Communion (FHC) 

Practices:  All First Holy Communion 

practices will be held in the church. 

 

Tuesday July 28th @ 6:45PM for FHC 

on August 1st@11:30AM;  

Tuesday July 28th @ 7:30PM for FHC 

on August 1st @2PM:  

Tuesday July 28th @ 8:15PM for FHC 

on August 8th @11:30AM 

 

Monday August 10 @ 7PM for FHC on 

August 15th @11:30AM;  

Monday August 10 @ 7:45PM for FHC 

on August 15th @2PM 

 

Tuesday August 18 @ 7PM for FHC on 

August 22nd @11:30AM;  



During this time of transition, 

the Family Mass will continue 

to provide some limited 

materials each week.  For now, 

the Magnifikids magazines are 

available every week along 

with the Children’s Worship 

Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located 

in the Children’s Corner racks 

in the main lobby of the 

Church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to the 

pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home 

so stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please 

do not leave them in the 

church. 

Today is the Seventeenth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The 

liturgical color continues to be 

green.  Each week, we have 

been focusing on a Word of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to 

Family Life.  This week’s Word 

of the Week is TREASURE.  

Place the word TREASURE on 

the refrigerator as a reminder 

during the week.  In today’s 

gospel, (Matthew 13;24-43), 

Jesus describes the Kingdom of 

God as a treasure.  A treasure is 

something of great value.  The 

value must be considered great 

enough that a person would 

give up other things of less 

value or importance in order to 

gain the treasure.  Even 

younger children learn all 

about what is valuable, at least 

to them.  This week’s gospel 

challenges us across the 

generations to think about 

exactly what we consider 

valuable in our lives.  What 

would we be willing to give up 

in order to have this treasure 

because it does come with a 

price!  Our ultimate treasure is 

of course being in Heaven for 

all eternity; however, we can 

experience some of the fullness 

of the heavenly kingdom while 

here on earth by valuing our 

own lives and the lives of those 

around us, particularly our 

families.  The family is always 

an excellent “training camp” to 

learn and practice our Catholic 

Faith.  Today’s gospel may also 

bring up some conversation 

about death because we don’t 

experience the fullness of 

Heaven until we die.  Children 

may need some reassurance 

that Jesus has promised that 

the Kingdom of Heaven is far 

greater than any treasure we 

have in this life.  This week, 

start a conversation about how 

the Kingdom of Heaven in right 

here and not somewhere far 

away.  Whenever we make a 

choice to change what we do 

wrong, we are making the 

Kingdom present on earth.  

Whenever we make a conscious 

effort to help someone else, the 

Kingdom (treasure) is again 

present.  Whenever we take the 

time to pray as a family or 

alone, we build up our 

relationship with God and 

experience the treasure of the 

Kingdom.  Decide on a mid-

week day and a day at the end 

of the week to evaluate as a 

family how the treasure of the 

Kingdom of God came alive in 

your thoughts, words, and 

actions.  Remember to have 

some fun! 

Tuesday August 18 @ 7:45PM for FHC on August 

29th @11:30AM 

 

Confirmation Fall 2021 Candidates:  All 

Confirmation packet work from the 7th grade 

packet including Mass Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are cancelled for this 

school year. 

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  The 

Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated on 

October 24th and November 7th.  Parents will 

receive notifications regarding the assigned date 

and time for their children soon.  All Confirmation 

packet work including Mass Reflections, Projects, 

and Community Service Reports are CANCELLED 

for this school year EXCEPT:  

 Confirmation Registration Form,  

 Sponsor Form signed and stamped at the 

sponsor’s home parish,  

 The Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation.   

These 3 documents must be submitted by August 

21st to the Faith Formation Office. 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of pandemic 

precautions, the following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides the 

Scripture readings for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, 

which ordinarily has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the Family Mass, 

is providing videos and articles about how to 

celebrate the Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some family 

activities and informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation Webpage 

includes the contact information for each member 

of the Faith Formation Office Team.  During this 

time of phasing into a more “normal” schedule, the 

office is open by appointment only.  Please contact 

us with your questions and concerns.  We welcome 

your phone calls and emails during this transitional 

time.  If you have paper work to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the office, 

please call ahead of time.  Let us pray for one 

another! 



ST. AIDAN’S  

“JUST WE TWO” 

 

St. Aidan School will host a weekly “Just We Two” 

program for children between the ages of two and 

three years accompanied by his/her parent or 

caregiver.  The program will introduce your child 

to the idea of a school setting in a preschool 

classroom and allows bonding time for you and 

your child in a fun environment.  There will be an 

age appropriate craft, free play, snack time 

(provided by parent for their own child), story and 

simple songs and finger plays. 

 

September 2020 Session: 

Meets Tuesdays        

11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Or Meets Thursdays      

9:00-10:30 am or 11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same.  

Please only register for 1 day 

 

Begins:  Tues., Sept 22, 2020 - Tues., Dec 15, 2020 

Thurs., Sept 24, 2020 - Thurs., Dec 17, 2020 

 

Cost:  $125.00.   

If you are interested, please mail completed form 

and payment to Saint Aidan 525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596 attn: Just We Two.  If you 

have any questions, please call us at 516-746-6585 

ext 202 or email dvitale5547@ staidanschool.org. 

September 2020 Registration Sheet 
 

If you would like to register for the Just We Two 

program please return completed form with check 

payable to St. Aidan.  Cost $125.00.  Mail to Saint 

Aidan Attn: Just We Two  525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596.  Thank you. 

 

Please indicate 1st and 2nd and 3rd choice 

 

Tuesday _____11:00-12:30     

Thursday ____9:00-10:30     _____11:00-12:30     

(Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same) 

 

Child’s Name____________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Date of Birth:___________________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names_________________________________________   

 

Address: ________________________________________________                      

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ________________________ 

 

Person Attending Class with Child:  

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

                                                       





 











                                                

www.cffor.org 

First They Came for the Statues and 

the Churches… 

As Americans and as Christians we 

must expect and demand the rule of 

law be enforced in compliance with 

the 1st Amendment freedoms which 

support all of our inalienable rights.   

May God strengthen us to pray, speak 

and act to defend these five critical 

freedoms:  

1. Freedom of Religion – the right of 

free conscience and free exercise of 

conscientious beliefs 

2. Freedom of Speech - the right to 

speak freely and openly, without fear  

3. Freedom of the Press – the right to 

communicate facts, opinions, ideas 

and beliefs   

4. Freedom of Assembly – the right to 

peaceably assemble 

5. Freedom to petition the 

Government for redress of grievances 

 

"Silence in the face of evil is itself 

evil; God will not hold us guiltless. 

Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is 

to act." 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran 

Pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi activist 

who was martyred at Flossenburg 

Concentration Camp, 1945. 

Across the country, churches and 

religious statues have been the target 

of vandalism, terrorism and arson.  

- Boston, Massachusetts:   A statue of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was set 

aflame in St. Peter's 

Church.  "Whoever is responsible for 

the desecration of the Holy Mother's 

statue is clearly a troubled 

soul...Mary represents all that is good 

and pure in our world," said a diocese 

spokesperson. (1) 

- Tennessee:  A statue of Holy Mary is 

beheaded. "What a strange time we 

live in," tweeted Bishop Stika of 

Knoxville.  "Anytime something like 

this happens, it's disappointing and 

concerning," said a Diocese of 

Knoxville spokesperson. (2) 

- Florida:  A Catholic church in Ocala 

was set on fire while parishioners 

were inside preparing for mass.  

- San Gabriel, California:  Fire 

destroyed much of the 249-year-old 

mission church.  Bishop Robert 

Barran tweeted he was "deeply 

troubled." (3)   Archbishop Gomez 

called the mission the "spiritual heart 

of Los Angeles and the Catholic 

community here." (4) 

- San Diego, CA:  A fire at Calvary 

Baptist church was declared 

"suspicious" by the Arson Strike 

Team. (5) 

- Brooklyn, New York:  A 100-year-

old statue of the Virgin Mary was 

desecrated with paint.  "Please 

continue praying for those who 

committed this act of vandalism 

against Our Lady and the Church," 

said Fr. Kuroly, rector (6) 

  

(washingtonnewsdaily, 7/14/20(1)

(6); ncregister.com, 7/15/20(2); 

deseretnews.com,7/11/20(3); 

ncregister, 7/13/20(4)(5); 

thetablet.org, 7/13/20; 

romereports.com, 7/14/20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme of today’s readings is the 

Kingdom of God. This “Kingdom” is 

none other than being in the 

presence of God Himself, spiritually 

speaking, of course. However, if Jesus 

were to preach or teach about it in 

that way, the people of His time 

would have had more difficulty 

understanding it than we do today. 

So, Jesus used parables, brief 

sketches of daily life, or symbols, 

things that people of any era could 

identify with. So, what are we to 

learn when listening to these 

readings? Where is the Kingdom in 

our life today? For us, this kingdom 

begins by finding out what gifts God 

has given us, or by asking for some 

special gift from God for the benefit 

of others as well as ourselves, and 

then using them for His honor and 

glory.   

In the First Reading, from the First 

Book of Kings (3:5-12), we hear how 

King Solomon inherits the throne of 

his father, David, at a very young age. 

This is an awesome task and Solomon 

knows he is not mature enough to 

fulfill it properly. God offers divine 

help but disguises it within an offer of 

anything that Solomon might want. 

Solomon asks for wisdom and 

knowledge to enable him to serve 

God and His people as God would 

want him to. When we fulfill our 

duties as God would want us to do, 

we are then in His presence and on 

the threshold of the Kingdom.   

The Responsorial Psalm (119) picks 

up the theme of the joy that comes 



from obedience to the will of God, 

and fulfilling our role in His Plan of 

Salvation. This "Plan" is, in reality, 

God's desire to bring everyone back 

to the "kingdom," but He will not 

force us. We must choose to be with 

God and want to be heading toward 

the Kingdom.   

In the Second Reading, from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (8:28-30), we 

hear one of Paul's strange 

statements; but his insight into the 

ways of the Kingdom was far better 

than ours, so we have to dig a little to 

find out what he means. The "all 

things work together, etc." is straight 

forward, and means that regardless 

of how confusing or difficult daily life 

might get, if we are following in the 

footsteps of Christ then they will 

head us to the Kingdom of the Father. 

The second part says that all 

mankind is destined for heaven. This 

is not predestination, as some people 

believe. It means that God's original 

intention (and still existing desire) is 

for all mankind to be with Him in 

heaven; but only those who fulfill 

what is asked of them will reach the 

throne of God.   

The Gospel Reading from Matthew 

(13:44-46) continues the same theme 

from last Sunday's readings, but with 

a twist. Jesus uses simple examples 

from daily life to describe the 

"Kingdom of Heaven (or the Kingdom 

of God, which are the same) such as 

buried treasure, a fine pearl (and 

from other gospel passages), we can 

add, yeast, seeds and weeds, etc. (all 

things that grow), are imbedded, 

hard to find, yet have value and are 

worthy of our efforts. These are 

symbols of the faith given to us at 

baptism, but we must nourish and 

use our faith, because as Jesus says, 

"At the last judgment, the angels will 

separate those who fulfilled their role 

from those who did not." Something 

to think about during your prayer 

time this week! 

The Gospel of St. Matthew 

The author of the second Gospel is 

traditionally said to be St. Matthew, 

the apostle, but scholarship doubts 

this attribution. His name was not 

linked to the Gospel until over 100 

years after it was written. The Gospel 

According to Matthew was composed 

in a more formal Greek than was that 

of Mark, probably about 80 AD or 

shortly thereafter, with heavy 

reliance on the earlier Gospel of St. 

Mark, including roughly 90 percent of 

the content of that Gospel. It is also 

augmented by the Q source shared 

with the Gospel of St. Luke, plus 

another source, called M, which is 

unique to Matthew and results in 

some things appearing only in this 

Gospel. Whoever the author was, he 

most likely was a Jewish Christian 

with extensive knowledge of the Old 

Testament writing for a Jewish 

Christian community likely centered 

around Antioch with a similar 

background. Matthew doesn’t copy 

Mark as much he reinterprets his 

Gospel, stressing Jesus' teachings as 

much as His acts, and making subtle 

changes in order to emphasize His 

divine nature. His Gospel stresses 

Christ’s fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecies and His role as 

the new lawgiver Whose divine 

mission was confirmed by 

repeated miracles. 

Matthew's Gospel uses both the 

author’s and the community’s 

familiarity with Jewish tradition and 

the Old Testament  to demonstrate 

that Jesus is the Christ foretold in 

Hebrew Scripture, starting right at 

the beginning as he traces Jesus’ 

genealogy all the way back to 

Abraham. Later he shows that Jesus 

fulfills the prophecies of Isaiah, that 

the Lord is to be born of a virgin, 

and Micah, that the Lord is to be born 

in Bethlehem. He was named "Jesus 

because he will save his people from 

their sins". Yeshua, His very name in 

Hebrew, means "the Lord Saves." In 

Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus calls Himself 

the Son of Man thirty times, fulfilling 

the destiny of the Messianic figure in 

Daniel. He is called the Son of David 

nine times. And just as the twelve 

tribes of Israel trace their lineage 

back to the twelve sons of Jacob, 

Jesus as the Christ chose Twelve 

Apostles to establish the new 

Kingdom of God. And these are just a 

few of the many examples the author 

uses. 

Gospel scholars see the main body of 

this Gospel as five building blocks 

describing the teachings of Jesus 

telling us of God’s will and purposes 

and instructing His followers how to 

live in accordance with that. They are 

centered on five speeches of Jesus: 

the Sermon on the Mount, the 

Missionary Sermon to the Apostles, 

the Parables of the Kingdom, the 

Discourse on Life in the early 

Christian community the Church, and 

His description of the End Times. 

Think especially of the Sermon on the 

Mount, in which He gives us the 

Beatitudes as definitions of how His 

followers are to live. Matthew’s 



version is the longer and more 

familiar one to us, the one most 

quoted, as opposed to that in Luke. 

Many other parables and teachings 

are also recorded, some very well-

known but not in the other Gospels, 

as, for example, his story of the 

Nativity and the Gospel we just heard 

concerning the field with the wheat 

and weeds.  Perhaps most notably, 

only Matthew records this: “And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church”, thereby 

establishing the papacy. Moreover, 

Matthew’s version of the Lord’s 

Prayer is the one universally prayed 

by Catholics and mainline Christians, 

as opposed to the shorter version in 

Luke. 

The gospel of Matthew is a work of 

and for the second generation of 

Christians, which occurred at a major 

turning point for the early Church. 

First, the direct witnesses of Jesus 

were becoming fewer; second, the 

Romans had just destroyed 

Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD; 

and third, what had started as a 

Jewish Messianic movement was 

becoming more and more a wide 

ranging faith including a growing 

Gentile population.  Hence it reflects 

the trials of the Jewish Christians 

living in a Roman world and 

increasingly separated from their 

fellow Jews because of their belief in 

Christ and acceptance of Gentiles. It 

deals with the evils of the Roman 

Empire symbolically in the many 

exorcisms performed by Jesus. And in 

the greatest proof 

that the Empire 

will not triumph, 

Jesus’ death at the 

hands of the 

Romans is 

overturned by His 

resurrection. So 

while the nascent 

Christian 

community must 

show civil 

obedience to Rome (“Repay to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God”), those who 

reject hierarchical temporal power 

and adhere to the teachings of Jesus 

to care for each other with peace, 

mercy, love, and forgiveness, will be 

rewarded. And while the new Church 

was clearly moving away from the 

Jewish mainstream, Matthew and his 

community were still concerned with 

their roots. It was the foundation on 

which they based their 

understanding of Jesus.  



The Treasure in the Field 






