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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  Daily 
Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to host 
services at limited capacity.  Masks or 
cloth facial coverings must be worn by 
all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be distributed 
during the liturgies. The Act of Spiritual 
Communion may be recited.   Please 
remain after to receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six feet 
of distance should also be maintained 
between priest and penitent. This will 
require most Confessions to be held 
outside of the confessionals.  
Confessions are available in the St. Aidan 
sacristy meeting room on Saturday from 
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 
5:00 PM.  Enter by the church door at 
the children's play area.  You can 
also make a confession appointment 
with a priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place after 
the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th Sunday of 
each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00-
3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of the 
Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  
 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 3 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 18 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Gloria Lee (Birthday) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Fay Family 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lisa Margaritis 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Catalina Cruz Jacinto  
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 ST. JOHN VIANNEY, PRIEST 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Margaret Cornell (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Stella Stio (20th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Anthony & Ann Conigliano 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 18   
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Joanne Kempton (6th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Michael Pasquariello (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Ann Newbert 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Ed Proctor 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Joseph & Mary Joyce 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Ann Hirsch (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Christopher Brocchini 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM James Markham (Birthday Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 18 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Ethan Kim (Birthday) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Rita McNally 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Clinton  
      & Tinghitella Family 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM James Markham (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 ST. DOMINIC, PRIEST 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Jeanne Marie Jaronczyk (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ed  5:00 PM  John & Gregg Fiore 
    James Laverty 
    Corina Ann Webber 
    Thomas Donato 
Fr. Ken 7:30 PM Victor Giunta 
     
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 NINETEENTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken 7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Isabella Nicolia (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM Lisa Margaritis 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM Isabella Nicolia (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Karen Urrutia (Birthday Rem.) 
    James Laverty (Birthday Rem.) 
    June O’Hara     
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Jeanne Jaronczyk (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

TAKING THE 

FIVE 

LOAVES 

AND THE 

TWO FISH, 

AND 

LOOKING 

UP TO 

HEAVEN, 

HE SAID THE 

BLESSING, 

BROKE THE 

LOAVES, 

AND GAVE 

THEM TO 

THE 

DISCIPLES  



When Jesus received news of the 

beheading of John the Baptist he 

withdrew in a boat to a lonely place 

by himself.  What a natural response to such sorrow. 

To want to withdraw, to be left alone to sort it all 

out, is our reaction too, but as is so often the case, 

when others hear the news, they want to find us, to 

help in some way, to share our pain.  So, when Jesus 

went ashore, he saw the crowd that had grown to 

over 5,000. He had compassion for them and 

jumped right back into the swing of things, curing 

the sick. There he stayed until late in the day, until 

stomachs started rumbling from hunger. 

Now the disciples suggested that the crowds be sent 

away to villages where they could get some food. 

But Jesus said that wasn't necessary, there was no 

reason to send these people away. As St. Paul's says 

in today’s second reading: Nothing need separate 

people from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God can 

set a table in the wilderness. God is able to give 

bread and provide meat for the people. And, indeed, 

God provided for them food enough, with a bunch 

left over. 

We all need to make time  to "get away" from it all.  

Summer months offer us time for vacation, even in 

the midst of a pandemic.  I hope to disappear for a 

week, and although travel is impossible, withdrawal 

is welcome.  Vacation time is essential to find time 

to reflect and deal with what is within our soul. To 

pause the business of life and attend to the inner life 

and reconnect with those who are most important, 

family and friends.  To withdraw is necessary to 

refresh body, mind and soul.  Wasn't this what Jesus 

was doing when he withdrew in a boat to a lonely 

place by himself?  

Jesus did something else that evening that is needed 

for our renewal — something that has become so 

familiar to us — He took, blessed, broke and gave 

food to his disciples. This image is at the heart of our 

Christian worship, our Eucharist. Taking, blessing, 

breaking, and giving are at the heart of our 

Eucharistic worship, and they are at the heart of our 

Eucharistic life.  Taking, blessing, breaking and 

giving ourselves out of love for the people in our 

heart. 

And baskets are full … and the hungry are fed … and 

Eucharist is lived. For that is what happens when we 

break bread with the people in our heart. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

THIRD WEEK 

Colleen O’Shea,  

Corpus Christi, Mineola, NY 

Denis McCann,  

St. Barnabas, Bellmore, NY 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Congratulations to the children 

and their families who celebrate 

their First Holy Communion this 

weekend.  We look forward to 

celebrating again with children 

from Faith Formation on:  

Saturday, August 8th at 11:30 AM;  

Saturday, August 15th at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM;  Saturday, 

August 22nd at 11:30 

AM.  Saturday, August 29th at 

11:30 AM.   

Children attending St. Aidan 

School will receive First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, October 

3rd at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.   

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. 

Aidan will be celebrated Saturday, 

October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

At present our church has a 

limited capacity of 50%, tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  Services will be 

livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

7/28/19 $20,308 

07/26/20 $20,529  (+1.08%)  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $94,262.15  Donors 360 

Payments $82,398.40  

JOIN US ONLINE FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH 

OF ST. AIDAN AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.   

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Thomas J. Donato 

Angela Murphy 

Roseann Guido 

Clarence Jaye 

Maureen A. Cardosa  

____________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Carmela Villani 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Ruth Hubschmann 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Mary Jane Rooney 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 





FACILITIES MAINTENANCE & 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Many thanks for contributing to our recent facilities 

improvement collection.  As we move into August 

here is a list of completed maintenance and 

improvements projects at St. Aidan. 

 Gym- installation of new windows. 

 Upper School-relocation of Religious Ed Offices 

to the Finamore Center 

 Upper School- painting of administrative offices 

 Upper School- all classroom floors and corridors 

cleaned and polished 

 Lower School - refurbishing of administrative 

office 

 Lower School - Eagle Scout Project to remove the 

outside fence 

 Lower School - computer lab- removal of 

carpeting, refinishing of floors, painting 

 Lower School - 2nd and 3rd floor classroom 

floors and corridors cleaned and polished 

 Finamore Center - landscaping completed 

 Statues - statues painted and addition of Saint 

Pio to the Saints’ garden 

 Railings - scraped and painted 

 Rectory - landscaping completed, offices deep 

clean and disinfected 

 Church - cleaning of stained glass windows 

 Convent—preparation and repurposing of six 

rooms as parish meeting rooms 

 

2021 MASS BOOK OPENS AUGUST 1 

If you would like to arrange Mass intentions for the 

year 2021, please contact the Rectory Office.  The 

Mass book for 2021 will be open on August 1, 2020.  

This year we ask you to send in all your Mass 

requests in writing to the Rectory Office, 505 Willis 

Avenue, Williston Park, NY  11596, Attn: 2021-Mass 

Request.  Please include the $20 stipend for each 

Mass request.  Intentions for three Masses can be 

booked at this time.  Weekday Masses in 2021 are at 

6:30, 9:00 AM and 5:30 PM.  There is no 12:30 PM  

weekday Mass in 2021.  Corpus Cristi Church in 

Mineola is introducing a noon Mass in 2021.  

Saturdays Masses are at 9:00 AM, 5:00, 7:30 PM.  

Sundays Masses are at 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:00 

and 5:00 PM.  For holy day intentions, please call the 

office. The Rectory Office will confirm your Mass 

request by mail.  If a Mass is unavailable we will 

contact you by phone so that an alternate date can 

be chosen.  Please include your name, address, 

telephone number and e-mail address.  Any 

questions please call the Rectory office at (516) 746-

6585 x1. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

Friday, August 7 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM. 

  

BLD CHARISMATIC HEALING MASS 

WITH ADORATION AND BENEDICTION  

Friday, August 7, 2020-7:15-9:30 PM. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will 

be 9am on August 2, 2020. This Mass will be offered 

in memory of deceased Rosarians Margaret 

ST. AIDAN SUMMER CAMP 



Tarnasky and Ann Fortunato.  Please keep them and 

their families in your prayers.  

 

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG 

For the month of June, the PB&J Gang made 236 

wash-up kits which they donated for the homeless. 

Thank you to all who contributed. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:  tuna fish, mayonnaise, 

toothpaste, detergent and jars of sauce 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish social Ministry 

office hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9-3 pm.  

Please use the Finamore Parish Center 

entrance (across from the church on 

Willis Avenue).     

 

GREAT NEWS - 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER HAS GONE 

"VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this 

time of social distancing, Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a 

virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This 

Enrichment Experience will meet via 

Zoom for seven sessions on Monday 

evenings September 14 to October 26 

from 7-9:30 PM.  Couples will explore 

their individual personality styles, 

improve listening and communication 

skills, understand God’s plan for their 

marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority. Registration is 

limited and a $50 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio 

at 718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 

6 year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 

12’s). The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for 

flag is $60 but we have turned off the payment 

feature at this time. We just want to register children 

to know who wants to play so we are ready for a Fall 

Football Season, noting that tackle football practices 

will start soon, when allowed. If you have any 

questions, email football@mineola.org or call 516-

408-5720. 





ST. AIDAN’S  

“JUST WE TWO” 

 

St. Aidan School will host a weekly “Just We Two” 

program for children between the ages of two and 

three years accompanied by his/her parent or 

caregiver.  The program will introduce your child 

to the idea of a school setting in a preschool 

classroom and allows bonding time for you and 

your child in a fun environment.  There will be an 

age appropriate craft, free play, snack time 

(provided by parent for their own child), story and 

simple songs and finger plays. 

 

September 2020 Session: 

Meets Tuesdays        

11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Or Meets Thursdays      

9:00-10:30 am or 11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same.  

Please only register for 1 day 

 

Begins:  Tues., Sept 22, 2020 - Tues., Dec 15, 2020 

Thurs., Sept 24, 2020 - Thurs., Dec 17, 2020 

 

Cost:  $125.00.   

If you are interested, please mail completed form 

and payment to Saint Aidan 525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596 attn: Just We Two.  If you 

have any questions, please call us at 516-746-6585 

ext 202 or email dvitale5547@ staidanschool.org. 

September 2020 Registration Sheet 
 

If you would like to register for the Just We Two 

program please return completed form with check 

payable to St. Aidan.  Cost $125.00.  Mail to Saint 

Aidan Attn: Just We Two  525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596.  Thank you. 

 

Please indicate 1st and 2nd and 3rd choice 

 

Tuesday _____11:00-12:30     

Thursday ____9:00-10:30     _____11:00-12:30     

(Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same) 

 

Child’s Name____________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Date of Birth:___________________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names_________________________________________   

 

Address: ________________________________________________                      

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ________________________ 

 

Person Attending Class with Child:  

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

                                                       





THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 
TRANSFIGURATION  

OF THE LORD 



 

 

 

 

 



 

GREAT NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS A NEW PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  The 

webpage contains student registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers.  There is an 

option to complete forms online or to 

download forms and leave the 

completed forms in the drop box 

outside the Finamore Parish Center or 

return to the Faith Formation Office via 

U.S. Mail. 

 

Registration:  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 1 

through grade 8.  Each grade must be 

successfully completed in order to 

move to the next grade.  Children are 

placed in classes in the order that we 

receive their registration paperwork.  

Registration will end on September 1st 

except for transfer students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend 

public school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for all 

1st grade children.  Preparation for 

First Communion is a two year process.  

Children must complete both grades 1 

and 2 in the Religious Education 

program in order to be properly 

prepared for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Communion at 

the end of grade 2. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers Needed:  

Even though there are many unknowns 

regarding Fall 2020 classes, catechists 

and volunteers are needed for the 

coming school year.  Please consider 

volunteering as a catechist or program 

volunteer.  Please extend this invitation 

to anyone you know who may be able 

to join us.  Catechist training and 

mentoring is provided.  Thank you for 

your help and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is needed before registering 

for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly considering 

a career goal working closely with 

children and families?  Are you looking 

for opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can answer 

“yes” to any of these questions or you 

are curious to learn more about 

actively assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion 

Religious Education Parents!  First 

Communion for children attending 

Religious Education classes is 

scheduled in August.  Please continue 

to use the materials provided at the 

First Communion Parents’ Meeting to 

help prepare your children for the 

reception of this sacrament.                                                                                              

 

First Communion Practices:  All First 

Communion practices will be held in 

the church. 

Tuesday July 28th @6:45PM for August 

1st@11:30AM;  

Tuesday July 28th @ 7:30PM for 

August 1st @2PM: 8:15PM for August 

8th @11:30AM 

 

Monday August 10@7PM for August 

15th @11:30AM;  

Monday August 10@7:45PM for August 

15th @2PM 

Tuesday August 18 @ 7PM for August 

22nd @11:30AM; 7:45PM for August 

29th @11:30AM 

 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

For now, the Magnifikids magazines 

are available every week along with 

the Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks 

in the main lobby of the church.  Even 

if you are not yet returning to Mass 

due to the pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home so stop 

by the church to pick them up for 

home use.  Please do not leave them 

in the church. 

Today is the Eighteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color 

continues to be green.  Each week, we 

have been focusing on a Word of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to 

Family Life.  This week’s Word of the 

Week is HUNGER.  Place the word 

hunger on the refrigerator as a 

reminder throughout the week.  

Today’s gospel (Matthew 14:13-21) is 

the famous story of the Miracle of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish.  

This is the only one of Jesus’ miracles 

recorded in all four gospels so it must 

have been considered extremely 

important to the gospel writers.  In 

the story, Jesus has spent a long day 

speaking and teaching a large crowd 

of followers.  The day is drawing to a 

close when the disciples ask Jesus to 

send the crowd of well over 5,000 

home so they could eat.  Jesus has a 

different plan.  He tells the disciples to 

have the crowd sit and asks the 

disciples to give Him whatever food 

they have which was only 5 loaves of 

bread and 2 fish.  This tiny amount of 

food could never feed such a large 

crowd but Jesus makes it happen!  

After giving thanks to God, He tells 

them to distribute the food and much 

to everyone’s surprise and delight, 

the food kept coming to the point that 

there were baskets of left-overs!  

Children are particularly responsive 

to this story because they understand 

the experience of being hungry.  

Whom do they look to when hunger 

strikes?  Of course the adults who 

care for them.  The message for 

younger children is that God always 

takes care of our needs.  By doing this, 

He satisfies not only our bodily 

hunger but our spiritual hunger as 

well.  Children preparing for First 

Communion in the proximate future 

can draw on the idea of eating the 

sacred meal, which is central to our 

worship at Mass.  Take some time to 

introduce or reinforce what 

Communion/Eucharist is with 

younger children.  Older children can 

benefit from reviewing what the 

Eucharist is but also challenge them 

to see the great gift the Eucharist is in 

our lives.  This should encourage us to 

want to share what we have with 

others.  Remember Jesus first asked 

His disciples to give Him ALL they had 

and then He multiplied their gift.  So, 

Jesus asks us to grow in 

understanding of our individual gifts 

and talents and asks us to let Him 

work in and through us to develop 

these gifts to build the Kingdom of 

God.  As a family, take a few moments 

to mention each family members’ gifts 

that are recognized within the family 

unit.  This would be time well spent 

because it also builds up confidence 

in children of all ages.  Pray a prayer 

of thanksgiving at the dinner table.  

Remind one another during the 

dinner meal that Jesus shares all of 

Himself with us at the table of the 

Eucharist.  How can we bring our 

most cherished gift of Jesus to others?  

For every person, for every family, it 

will be different!  Enjoy the 

exploration! 

Confirmation Fall 2021 Candidates:  All 

Confirmation Packet work from the 7th 

grade packet including Mass Reflections, 

Projects, and Community Service Reports 

are cancelled for this school year. 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  The 

Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents will receive 

notifications regarding the assigned date 

and time for their children soon.  All 

Confirmation Packet work including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and Community 

Service Reports are cancelled for this 

school year EXCEPT the Confirmation 

Registration Form, Sponsor Form signed 

and stamped at the sponsor’s home 

parish, and the Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation.  These 

documents must be submitted by August 

21st to the Faith Formation Office. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google usccb.org 

(United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops) which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, 

which ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the children 

at the Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact information 

for each member of the Faith Formation 

Office Team.  During this time of phasing 

into a more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open by appointment only.  Please 

contact us with your questions and 

concerns.  We welcome your phone calls 

and emails during this transitional time.  If 

you have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time.  Let us 

pray for one another! 



                                                

www.cffor.org 

Singing, Bible Study, Fellowship & 

Worship Banned - Again! 

 

A network of California churches filed 

a lawsuit in July against Gov. Gavin 

Newsom after he re-imposed a 

coronavirus lockdown with orders 

against holding church services and 

bans on singing, chanting and all 

private home religious gatherings. 

"We've been essential for 2,000 years," 

said a CA Pastor, Che Ahn. (1) 

  

"Newsom encourages tens of 

thousands of people to gather for mass 

protests, (but) he bans all in-person 

worship and home Bible studies and 

fellowship.  Such repression is well-

known in despotic governments and it 

is shocking that even home fellowship 

is banned in America," said Matt 

Staver, chairman of Liberty 

Counsel.  "This outrage will not 

stand." (2) 

   

Gov. Newsom is not the 

only governor unconstitutionally 

restricting church activities.  Federal 

lawsuits are also pending in Courts of 

Appeal against Illinois, Kentucky, 

Maine, and Virginia.  However, federal 

courts around the country are split on 

whether religious liberty protections 

of the 1st Amendment will stand 

during a pandemic.  It is troubling that 

court in New Mexico recently ruled 

against the First Amendment. 

  

Defending Religious Freedom 

"Gathering, in short, is at the core of 

faith and religion. ... This time of 

restriction and confinement has 

confirmed for me that no freedom is 

more important than religious 

freedom," said Elder David Bednar of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

Day Saints.  "Protecting a person's 

physical health from the coronavirus 

is, of course, important, but so is a 

person's spiritual health. ... Never 

again must the fundamental right to 

worship God be trivialized below the 

ability to buy gasoline."(3) 

 

cbsnews.com, 7/20/20(1); 

(lc.org,7/17/20(2); 

newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org, 

6/1/20(3); USCCB Forming 

Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 

(4); washingtonpost.com, 7/17/20; 

pjmedia.com, 7/13/20 

 

Silent No More! 

 

The Bishops of the United States 

remind us that, “In the Catholic 

Tradition, responsible citizenship is a 

virtue, and participation in political life 

is a moral obligation.” (4) 

Elected officials and their staff listen 

to, read and tabulate citizens’ concerns 

and opinions when making decisions 

for their state and for the country.  Do 

not be silent. Please contact one or 

more Senator or Congressman each 

week to encourage those who share 

your Catholic values and to inform 

others. 

*Call Switchboard at 202-224-3121 to 

be connected to any Representative or 

Senator’s office  

*Email: Find Representative’s emails 

at  www.house.gov     Find Senator’s 

emails at   www.senate.gov 

  

"The preservation of the sacred fire of 

liberty is staked on the experiment 

entrusted to the hands of the American 

people."  - George Washington 

 

The Gospel of Luke is the third of the 

four Gospels and is the longest book in 

the New Testament. Taken together 

with the Acts of the Apostles, it makes 

up a two-volume work by the same 

author which scholars call Luke-Acts 

and accounts for roughly 27.5% of 

the New Testament, the largest 

contribution by any one author, and 

provides the historical outline of the 

life of Jesus and the formation and 

growth of the early Church. Luke is the 

last of the synoptic Gospels. Similar to 

the Gospel of Matthew, most scholars 

agree that the main sources used by 

the author of Luke were the Gospel of 

Mark, a hypothetical sayings collection 

called the Q source, and material found 

in no other gospels, which for this 

Gospel is referred to as the L (for 

Luke) source, much of which forms the 

first two sections of the gospel (the 

preface and infancy and childhood 

narratives). It is usually dated between 

80 and 90 AD. Based on historical 

records, it is known to have been in 

use early in the second century, being 

read in small Christian communities, 

but the oldest text extant is much later. 

The author is not named in either the 

Gospel or Acts, but traditionally dating 

from the 2nd century the author was 

identified as the Luke named as a 

companion of Paul in three of his 

epistles, but some scholars express 

doubt based on some contradictions 

between accounts in Acts and Pauline 

letters (see the several versions of the 



conversion of Saul/Paul). 

Nevertheless, since Paul does 

reference a companion named Luke, 

the attribution may be accurate, but he 

was certainly not an eyewitness to the 

events he records in the Gospel. 

Luke clearly wrote in Greek for Gentile 

converts. He traces Christ’s genealogy 

back to Adam, the father of the human 

race rather than to Abraham, the 

patriarch of the Jewish people. Luke's 

theology is expressed primarily 

through the way scenes, themes and 

characters combine to construct his 

specific worldview.  His underlying 

theme is salvation history, Luke’s 

understanding that God's purpose is 

seen in how He has acted, and 

continues to act. He covers it all, from 

the Creation to the present time of his 

readers, in three stages, the first two in 

the Gospel, the third in Acts. First, the 

time of the Law and the Prophets, 

beginning with Genesis and ending 

with the appearance of John the 

Baptist (Luke 1:5–3:1); second, the 

time of Jesus, in which the Kingdom of 

God was preached (Luke 3:2–24:51); 

and third, the period of the Church, in 

Acts, which will end with His second 

coming. 

Despite the expected 

similarities to the other 

synoptic Gospels, there is a 

lot that is unique in Luke. 

Somewhat like Matthew, 

Luke modifies, rather than 

copies Mark, most notably, 

likely in reference to the 

time frame and the obvious 

deaths of many of the 

faithful in the interim, the 

proximate Parousia is 

largely absent. Rather, he 

stresses that the kingdom 

of God is among you.  

 

Other details found only in 

Luke concern Jesus’ 

infancy: the census of Caesar Augustus, 

the journey to Bethlehem, Jesus’ birth, 

the adoration of the shepherds, 

Jesus’ circumcision, the words 

of Simeon, and Jesus at age 12 in the 

temple talking with the doctors of the 

law. Among the notable parables found 

only in Luke’s Gospel are those of the 

Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. 

Luke also gives us the beautiful stories 

of Mary’s Magnificat and the two 

companions on the road to Emmaus 

right after the Resurrection.  

 

Luke’s Gospel also has a unique 

perspective. It goes beyond the other 

synoptics in how it relates the ministry 

of Jesus, broadening it to consider 

God’s overall historical purpose and 

the place of the church within it. Luke 

has a greater emphasis on prayer, and 

a more positive view of and stories 

about women, for example, the widow 

of Nain, Martha and Mary, the widow 

and the judge, all of which may not 

only be a recognition of them as 

marginalized members of society, 

similar to the poor, tax collectors, and 

Samaritans, but also a reflection of the 

role they played in the early Church as 

seen in Acts and some of Paul’s 

epistles.  Significantly, Luke gives the 

Holy Spirit a greater role, as seen when 

St. Elizabeth at the visitation and 

Simeon at the presentation recognize 

Jesus through the insight given them 

by the Holy Spirit. This becomes even 

more apparent later especially in Acts. 

Finally, in the bulk of his Gospel, taking 

up 10 of the 24 chapters, Luke shows 

us Jesus as an itinerant preacher, 

which is important to his sense of 

Jesus’ purpose and the role of the 

Church in salvation history. He will 

follow this up further in Acts, 

describing the missionary aspects of 

the Church. 

 

And one final thought. Both the Gospel 

according to Luke and Acts are 

introduced by the author as being 

addressed to Theophilus, and they are 

to help him better understand the 

events described.  We do not know 

who he was, or even if the name is 

specific to a single person. But the 

name translates to “lover of God”, and 

that may apply to us as we read or 

hear the words Luke wrote. 

 



Jesus can feed a crowd with a 
little food. 






