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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10 ST. LAWRENCE, DEACON 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Lv. Ints. of Rick Matthews 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Barbara & Joe Valentine (Anniversary) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Eleanor Martin 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 ST. CLARE, VIRGIN 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Thomas McEnerney 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Lv. Ints. of James Kevin Durcan 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Alice Han (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Richard Gerard LaRocca (Birthday Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  12 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 19  
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of John & Kathleen Joyce 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Eileen Fingerle 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Luz Dominguez (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Leo Han 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 19  
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Patrick Joyce & Amanda 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Peggy Monfort 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Margaret Mary Brennan (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Teresa Doherty 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Thomas Laffey 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Frank Oswald (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Leo Han 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Connie Sultana 
  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 THE ASSUMPTION OF THE   
    BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
(NOT A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION AS IT FALLS ON A SATURDAY) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Betty Kossman (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM  Thomas Laffey (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Jeanne Jaronczyk 
    Mary Cuccia (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Robert George MacIntire (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Margaret Brennan (Anniversary Rem.)  
      & Camille Ferraro 
     
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 TWENTIETH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Richard Foy (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Michelle Bonkowski (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 AM Thomas Laffey (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:00 PM Megan Wing (21st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Allen Silit, Kozlowski Family & Julia Grzywacaz 
    Sal Chimienti 
    Leo Han  
    Joseph Milo (5th Anniversary Rem.)   
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 

TAKE 

COURAGE 

 

IT IS 

JESUS  

 

DO NOT 

BE 

AFRAID  



If someone were to ask you, what is 

faith, how would you reply? We all 

have some faith. The very fact that 

we go to bed at night expecting to wake up in the 

morning is faith. When you came to Church this 

weekend, you expected the floor to hold you, the 

pew to seat you, and that the roof would not cave in 

on you. That is faith.  Why is it so easy to have faith 

in these things, and so difficult to have faith in God?  

St. Peter is the model of faith for millions of 

believers. Why? Well he had faith in Jesus because 

Jesus had faith in him.  Today we see him step out of 

a boat because Jesus believed he could.  ‘Doubt no 

longer but believe.’  We have faith in God because 

God has given us faith in God.  

Now, most of us don’t know this. We grow up going 

to Church, we know the prayers before we can read 

them. We hear the rhythm of the Mass before we 

can understand it.  We see the candles, the 

Christmas lights, the changing colors on the 

sanctuary, and they become part of our faith's 

expression. Yet, these alone are not faith, for faith is 

more than a feeling or an understanding. Faith is 

also commitment to the One who has given us faith.  

Peter didn't know where he was going when he first 

followed Jesus and left his fishing nets behind him.  

When he accompanied him for three years he didn’t 

know everything about Him, but he believed him. 

Later when he got to Rome, and to the hill of 

execution, he accepted his end in faith.  He moved 

on in stages toward God. In all that time, in all those 

stages, the only thing Peter had to guide him was his 

belief in his faith in Jesus. 

If someone were to ask you, what is faith, how do 

you know you have it?  How would you reply? I can't 

tell you what faith is. I can't tell you if you have 

enough faith, or too much faith. I can only show you 

that because of faith, my life has changed. 

Peter’s faith made him take risks. Faith made him 

step out of the boat that day and when he faltered 

he knew the hand of Jesus would be there to steady 

him.  Because of faith, he took the risk. Too often, we 

are afraid to take the risks our faith tells us we 

should. We are comfortable. Yet, every night when 

we go to bed, we take the risk that we will get up in 

the morning.  

What’s Pastor Thinking 

TAKE COURAGE 

IT IS JESUS  

DO NOT BE AFRAID  



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Congratulations to the children 

and their families who celebrate 

their First Holy Communion this 

weekend.  We look forward to 

celebrating again with children 

from Faith Formation on:  

Saturday, August 15th at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM;  Saturday, 

August 22nd at 11:30 

AM.  Saturday, August 29th at 

11:30 AM.   

Children attending St. Aidan 

School will receive First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, October 

3rd at 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.   

Tickets for attendance will be 

issued to each family.  Services 

will be livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 

 

SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. 

Aidan will be celebrated 

Saturday, October 24th and 

Saturday, November 7th.   

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their 

first child for baptism may now 

attend a baptism class.  The next 

class is on Sunday 13th 

September.  Contact the Rectory 

Office. 

 

RCIA SACRAMENTS OF 

INITIATION 

Candidates will receive the 

sacraments at the 7:30 PM Mass 

on Saturday, September 12th. 

 

CANDLE MEMORIAL 

ST. THERESA  

In loving memory of John Quaid 

ST. ANTHONY 

In loving memory of John Quaid 

Requested by his loving mother. 

  

STEWARDSHIP  

8/04/19/19 $22,677 

08/02/20 $23,451  (+3.41%)  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $96,152.15  Donors 363 

Payments $83,253.40  

Percentage of Goal 64.1% 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Daniel Lynch 

Ruth Hubschmann 

Conor Joyce 

Barbara A. Bilella  

____________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

David Woodward 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Mary Jane Rooney 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso  

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 MASS BOOK IS OPEN 

If you would like to arrange Mass intentions for the 

year 2021, please contact the Rectory Office.  This 

year we ask you to send in all your Mass requests 

in writing to the Rectory Office, 505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY  11596, Attn: 2021-Mass 

Request.  The stipend for Mass is $20.  Intentions 

for three Masses can be booked at this time.  

Weekday Masses in 2021 are at 6:30, 9:00 AM and 

5:30 PM.  There is no 12:30 PM  weekday Mass in 

2021.  Corpus Christi Church in Mineola is 

introducing a noon Mass in 2021.  Saturday Masses 

are at 9:00 AM, 5:00, 7:30 PM.  Sunday Masses are 

at 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:00 and 5:00 PM.  For 

holy day intentions, please call the office. The 

Rectory Office will confirm your Mass request by 

mail.  If a Mass is unavailable we will contact you 

by phone so that an alternate date can be chosen.  

Please include your name, address, telephone 

number and e-mail address.  Any questions please 

call the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 x1. 

LAST WEEK ONLINE MASS WAS 

NOT AVAILABLE DUE TO LOSS OF 

INTERNET SERVICE AND 

EQUIPMENT FAILURE.  WE HOPE 

YOU CAN JOIN US ONLINE THIS 

WEEK FOR DAILY MASS FROM 

THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from 

You.  Amen 

SAINT AIDAN’S  

BOOSTER CLUB 
 

24 chances to win every month.  

$30 Annual Membership runs Sept. 

2019 – Aug. 2020.  The Booster 

Club is administered by The Saint 

Aidan’s School Board.  All proceeds 

directly benefit the school.  

Winning checks will be mailed 

within the next 10 days. 

 

Weekly Prizes:   

1 $25 winner AND 4 $20 winners 

Monthly Prizes:   

1 $50 winner AND 2 $25 winners 

Monthly Bonus Prizes:  

1 $500 winner in March, June and 

December     

1 $100 winner in all other months 

 

July Winners:  $20 Winners 

James Devaney , Marie Eilbacher, 

Terry & William Pinkava, Marie 

Eilbacher, Joe Wilson, Donna 

Dibello, Phil & Diane O’Donnell, 

Eileen P. Oliver, Lawrence 

Ammirati, Karen & Bill Wiley, 

Eileen O’Malley, Diane Dame, Pat 

Frischmann, Anne & Jim Hoenig, 

Pat & Bill Lorusso, Nick Siciliano 

 

July Winners:  $25 Winners 

Julia Murphy, Dorothy & Dan 

Roper, Jane Gross, Karen & Bill 

Wiley, Judith Hawrysko, Mr. & Mrs. 

Stephen DeCario 

 

July $50 Winner:  

Mr. & Mrs. John Maguire 

 

July $100 Winner:  

Eileen Alexander 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  

OR JOIN NOW! 

Membership will run from 

September 2020 through August 

2021. Please fill out this form and 

return to the Rectory with cash or 

check made payable to  

Saint Aidan’s Booster Club.  

 

Name _________________________________  

Phone ________________________________ 

Address_______________________________  

City, State, Zip________________________ 

 

E-mail address 

________________________________________ 

 

I would like ___________ numbers  

at $30 each.      $________ enclosed 

 

▭ Check here if this is a renewal of 

an existing membership. 



CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM. 

 

PRE-CANA AT ST. AIDAN 

We are holding a weekend Pre-Cana course for 

couples on September 26th and 27th in Msgr 

Kirwin Hall.  Couples can contact the Rectory office 

to register. 

    

DEACON ORDINATION AND MASS OF 

THANKSGIVING 

Gerry Magaldi will be ordained a Deacon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd at St. Agnes 

Cathedral .  Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Aidan to be 

decided. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This 

Enrichment Experience will meet via Zoom for 

seven sessions on Monday evenings September 14 

to October 26 from 7-9:30 PM.  Couples will 

explore their individual personality styles, improve 

listening and communication skills, understand 

God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to 

keep their relationship a priority. Registration is 

limited and a $50 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John & Toni 

Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 

6 year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 

12’s). The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for 

flag is $60 but we have turned off the payment 

feature at this time. We just want to register 

children to know who wants to play so we are 

ready for a Fall Football Season, noting that tackle 

football practices will start soon, when allowed. If 

you have any questions, email 

football@mineola.org or call 516-408-5720. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; 

it is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY   -   Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:  tuna fish, oil, red wine vinegar, 

mayonnaise, toothpaste, detergent, Boost and jars 

of sauce 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES:   We are asking for 

Target/Staple/Walmart gift cards to help our 

families with getting school supplies they will need 

for their children.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The parish social ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 PM.  Please 

use the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across 

from the church on Willis Avenue).     



CHURCH OF SAINT AIDAN  

 

 

 

For Youth & Family  
 

 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR  

AMERICA’S FUTURE 

 

THURSDAY 

AUGUST 20TH 

@ 6:30 P.M. 
 

Let us all Pray:  

for Racial Justice 

an End to Racism 

an End of the Coronavirus 

and a better Future  

for all Americans 

 

Where: Parking Lot  

behind St. Aidan Upper School 

 

Who: Teens  

with a Parent/Guardian or Family 

 

Please bring a folded piece of paper  

with a prayer intention or request for 

God written on it for the prayer service.   

Also, we will be collecting canned goods 

for the Parish Food Pantry. 

Please donate if you are able. 

 

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL  

PRAYER SERVICE  

 

THURSDAY 

AUGUST 27TH  

@ 6:30 P.M. 
 

Let us all Pray:  

For a successful schoolyear  

whether you’re in elementary school, 

middle school, high school, college,  

grad school,  

teacher, principal, student,  

in-person or online school 

 

Where: Parking Lot  

behind St. Aidan Upper School 

 

Who: Teens  

with a Parent/Guardian or Family 

 

Please bring a folded piece of paper  

with a prayer intention or request for 

God written on it for the prayer service.   

Also, we will be collecting canned goods 

for the Parish Food Pantry. 

Please donate if you are able. 

_________________________________ 
 

*In adherence with social distancing guidelines and 

to protect everyone’s safety, each family group who 

attends will be asked to remain at assigned 

locations (that will be 6-10 feet apart).   

Also face masks/coverings must be worn.  

 

 
*Additionally, you will need to pre-register with 

Steve Loewenthal by phone at (516) 410-6461 or by 

email at SaintAidanYouthGroup @gmail.com.  If 

there is enough interest a second time slot will be 

created.   



THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY, AUGUST 15TH, 

2020, IS A SATURDAY,  

SO IT IS NOT A HOLY DAY OF 

OBLIGATION THIS YEAR 



A letter from Bishop Barres to College 
students who will soon begin or 
resume their college experience is 
available online.  Please email to the 
2020 High School graduates and 
college students 



 

GREAT NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS A NEW PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  The 

webpage contains student registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers.  There is an 

option to complete forms online or to 

download forms and leave the 

completed forms in the drop box 

outside the Finamore Parish Center or 

return to the Faith Formation Office via 

U.S. Mail. 

 

Registration:  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 1 

through grade 8.  Each grade must be 

successfully completed in order to 

move to the next grade.  Children are 

placed in classes in the order that we 

receive their registration paperwork.  

Registration will end on September 1st 

except for transfer students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend 

public school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for all 

1st grade children.  Preparation for 

First Communion is a two year process.  

Children must complete both grades 1 

and 2 in the Religious Education 

program in order to be properly 

prepared for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Communion at 

the end of grade 2. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers Needed:  

Even though there are many unknowns 

regarding Fall 2020 classes, catechists 

and volunteers are needed for the 

coming school year.  Please consider 

volunteering as a catechist or program 

volunteer.  Please extend this invitation 

to anyone you know who may be able 

to join us.  Catechist training and 

mentoring is provided.  Thank you for 

your help and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is needed before registering 

for this program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly considering 

a career goal working closely with 

children and families?  Are you looking 

for opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can answer 

“yes” to any of these questions or you 

are curious to learn more about 

actively assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion 

Religious Education Parents!  First 

Communion for children attending 

Religious Education classes is 

scheduled in August.  Please continue 

to use the materials provided at the 

First Communion Parents’ Meeting to 

help prepare your children for the 

reception of this sacrament.    

                                                                                           

First Communion Practices:  All First 

Communion practices will be held in 

the church. 

Monday August 10@7PM for August 

15th @11:30AM; 7:45PM for August 

15th @2PM 

Tuesday August 18 @ 7PM for August 

22nd @11:30AM; 7:45PM for August 

29th @11:30AM 

 

Confirmation Fall 2021 Candidates:  

All Confirmation Packet work from the 

7th grade packet including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and Community 

Service Reports are cancelled for this 

school year. 



During this time of transition, 

the Family Mass will continue 

to provide some limited 

materials each week.  For 

now, the Magnifikids 

magazines are available every 

week along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins 

for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 

12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the 

main lobby of the Church.  

Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to the pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used at 

home so stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please do not 

leave them in the church. 

Today is the Nineteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color 

continues to be green.  Each week, we 

have been focusing on a Word of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to Family 

Life.  This week’s Word of the Week is 

TRUST.  Place the word TRUST on the 

refrigerator as a  reminder during the 

week.   

Today’s gospel (Matthew 14:22-33) is 

the story of Jesus walking on the water.  

This story takes place immediately after 

last week’s story of the Multiplication of 

the Loaves and Fish.  Jesus sends His 

disciples ahead in their boat and goes 

up the mountain to pray for a while.  At 

evening, the sea became rough and the 

boat tossed on the choppy sea.  The 

disciples saw Jesus walking toward 

them on the water.  They doubted that 

it was He and so Peter asks Jesus to tell 

him to walk on the water toward Him.  

Jesus invites him to come.  As Peter 

began to walk, he became afraid and 

started to sink.  He stopped trusting 

Jesus.  He called out to Jesus for help 

and Jesus extended His hand toward 

him to rescue him.   

This story shows us that only when 

Peter doubted Jesus did he find himself 

in real trouble!  God comes to each of us 

even in unexpected places and at 

unexpected times.  Although young 

children have great faith, they are very 

literal mostly due to their 

inexperience.  Their 

inexperience in times of 

challenges can consume 

them simply because they 

have little or no basis of 

comparison.  Older children 

have more experience but 

developmentally find 

themselves drawing closer 

to the age appropriate 

questioning and doubtful 

time of adolescence so 

trusting Jesus in difficult times can 

present a great challenge for them.  

Even adults struggle with the idea of 

coming to God in the unexpected times.   

This is the week to talk directly about 

this great teaching story especially in 

the light of the current pandemic and its 

effect on children as they prepare to 

return to some type of learning 

environment.  Discuss how we can all 

grow to become better fearless 

followers of Jesus.  The answer lies in 

using the tools He gives us, most 

especially prayer.  Spending time with 

Jesus in prayer helps us to recognize 

Him in the unexpected and can provide 

a sense of peace for us in the midst of 

life’s storms.  That is how we build a 

personal relationship and friendship 

with Jesus.  As much as parents may 

want to do this for their children, 

having a relationship with Jesus is 

something each of us has to do 

individually.  Setting aside even a few 

minutes of family quiet time can be a 

great start.  It doesn’t have to be fancy 

or long.  Tiny steps will lead to success.  

Let children express their real and even 

imagined fears openly.  There are even 

times when parents can appropriately 

share their fears with children.  Humble 

adults are excellent role models for 

children as they teach them the beauty 

and vulnerability of being human.  

Remember humans are truly “God’s 

Work of Art!”  Enjoy the adventure of 

trusting God that He will provide you 

with the ability to parent well even in 

the unexpected. 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents will receive 

notifications regarding the assigned 

date and time for their children soon.  

All Confirmation Packet work including 

Mass Reflections, Projects, and 

Community Service Reports are 

cancelled for this school year EXCEPT 

the Confirmation Registration Form, 

Sponsor Form signed and stamped at 

the sponsor’s home parish, and the 

Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation.  These documents must 

be submitted by August 21st to the 

Faith Formation Office. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made 

available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this transitional time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 













                                                                                                

www.cffor.org 

 

Christian Persecution - Renounce Your 

Faith or No Food! 

  

China:  The Chinese Communist Party is 

forcing Christians to renounce their 

beliefs and replace religious symbols 

and imagery of Jesus with portraits of 

Chairman Mao and President Xi Jinping 

or be cut off from welfare payments, 

according to a recent U.S. State 

Department publication.  "The 

government is trying to eliminate our 

belief and wants to become God instead 

of Jesus." (1)   

"All impoverished religious households 

can't receive money from the state for 

nothing - they must obey the 

Communist Party for the money they 

receive," said a communist official. (2) 

 

Kenya:  A pastor in northeastern Kenya 

reports Christians are being denied food 

relief during the COVID-19 crisis.  "The 

sad state of Christians in Kenya is being 

unpublished ... Many Christians are 

suffering at the hands of the local chiefs 

who oversee the fair distribution of the 

government's relief food…” (3) 

 

Pakistan:  Christian leaders are 

reporting Christians were denied 

government food aid amid the 

coronavirus crisis.  "There was an 

announcement made through a 

mosque's loudspeaker ... inviting 

citizens to collect government's 

announced foodstuffs," a local pastor 

reported.  "When Christians reached the 

distribution point and presented their 

national identity cards, they were asked 

to get out of line claiming the foodstuff 

was only for Muslim citizens." (4) 

 

The U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom condemned the 

rejection of Christians and Hindus for 

food aid.  "These actions are simply 

reprehensible," said the 

Commissioner.  "As COVID-19 continues 

to spread, vulnerable communities 

within Pakistan are fighting hunger… 

(5) 

  

"The inconvenient truth," reported 

British foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt in 

2019, is "that the overwhelming 

majority (80%) of persecuted believers 

are Christians.   In the Middle East the 

population of Christians used to be 

about 20%; now it's 5%... We've all been 

asleep on the watch when it comes to 

the persecution of Christians." (6) 

(dailywire.com, 7/21/20(1); 1.cbn.com, 

7/19/20(2); christiannews.net, 

5/24/20(3); jihadwatch.org, 4/7/20(4); 

christiannews.net, 4/23/20(5); 

christianpersecution.com, 6/9/20; the 

guardian.com,5/2/19(6) 

 

Silent No More! 

The Bishops of the United States remind 

us that, “In the Catholic Tradition, 

responsible citizenship is a virtue, and 

participation in political life is a moral 

obligation.”   

 -  USCCB's Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship 

Elected officials and their staff listen to, 

read and tabulate citizens’ concerns and 

opinions when making decisions for 

their state and for the country.  Do not 

be silent. Please contact one or more 

Senator or Congressman each week to 

encourage those who share your 

Catholic values and to inform others. 

*Call Switchboard at 202-224-3121 to 

be connected to any Representative or 

Senator’s office  

*Email: Find Representative’s emails 

at  www.house.gov     Find Senator’s 

emails at   www.senate.gov 

  

"I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot 

do everything, but I can do something.  

 I will not let what I cannot do interfere 

with what I can do. -  Edward Everett. 

 

 

In the past few weeks the Readings used 

various symbols to illustrate the 

meaning and power of the Word of God 

such as mustard seed, yeast in flour, a 

pearl, etc.--all things that are partially 

hidden and take time to be discovered, 

evaluated and appreciated. In the 

Readings for today, God reveals Himself 

in ways that mankind would never have 

thought of. Together they ask us a 

question: "Who is God to you?" or 

"Where do you find God in your life?"   

In the First Reading, from the First Book 

of Kings (19:9-13), we learn that the 

Prophet Elijah is running away from his 

homeland because he fears for his life. 

He is discouraged to the point of 

wanting to die. God calls on him to 

remember his mission. He feeds Elijah 

with earthly food and then stations him 

outside a cave in order to reveal Himself 

to the prophet. A gale-size wind 

develops, but God is not in the wind. 

Next is an earthquake, but God is not 

there either. Then fire nearly consumes 

the mountain, but God is not there. 

These natural phenomena are all 

traditional signs of God from the past, 

but no longer. Next Elijah is engulfed in 

silence and it is here that the prophet 

hears God who leads him to safety. Do 



you ever spend time in silence to hear 

God?   

The Responsorial Psalm (85:9-14) tells 

us that we must "listen" to what the 

Lord wants to say to us. We often make 

the mistake of "talking" too much in our 

prayers and listening too little. God will 

reveal Himself if we are willing to spend 

the time in faith listening for His voice 

which can come at any time or place 

and in any form. In other words, we 

must learn to listen with our heart.   

In the Second Reading, from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (9:1-5), we hear 

Paul lamenting with great sorrow the 

stubbornness of the Jewish people who 

would not accept his teaching about 

Jesus even though Paul related Jesus' 

teaching to the great things the Father 

did for them. If St. Paul were here in our 

land today, he would probably feel the 

same way because many people who 

call themselves Christian do not listen 

and do not understand the teachings of 

Jesus Christ and yet they do nothing 

about it. How sad! Christ reveals 

Himself to those who earnestly search 

for Him.   

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 

(14:22 -33). This passage follows 

immediately after the one for the 

previous Sunday. It is the story of Jesus 

walking on the water and Peter asks if 

he can do the same. Peter was looking 

only at the spectacle of the miracle and 

not the miracle-worker, Jesus. Many 

times Jesus revealed His divine nature 

to the apostles in order to substantiate 

who He is. This was necessary because 

much would be expected of the apostles 

in the near future. We have the benefit 

of knowing all that God did for His 

people, the Jews, and through Jesus, the 

Christians; but do we really know who 

God is? We can read the Bible from 

cover to cover, as some people do, and 

still not know who God is or His divine 

Son, Jesus. A true understanding of God 

in Jesus Christ can only come to us 

through faith, which is planted in 

everyone in the Sacrament of Baptism; 

but it is up to us to nourish and develop 

this gift through the Eucharist, prayer, 

study and listening. Something to think 

about during your prayer time this 

week!   

 

 

The Gospel of St. John is unique, and it 

will require more than one bulletin to 

even briefly tell its story. The three 

synoptic Gospels, while differing in 

details, tell a common story, rather like 

three different authors who had 

different audiences, presenting the 

same story but adding details known 

only to them, or which they felt were 

necessary for their audiences to better 

understand the core narrative. If you 

are familiar with classic Greek plays, 

they often did the same thing, so from a 

cultural, as well as theological 

standpoint, the technique is well 

understood and should not cause us any 

concern. We need to grasp the core 

message, not get hung up in minor 

details. But John is very different, and, 

as we will see, there are very good 

reasons for this.  Among the significant 

differences between John and the other 

three, was the chronology of the events, 

and the understanding of the nature of 

Jesus, as fully divine and fully human. 

But perhaps the greatest difference with 

John is his description of how Jesus 

spoke and what He did and why. 

  

There is a major disagreement over 

chronology between Matthew, Mark 

and Luke’s time line and that of John. All 

four begin Jesus' public ministry with 

the story of the meeting with John the 

Baptist, but in Matthew, Mark and Luke, 

Jesus immediately begins His ministry 

of teaching and healing solely in Galilee, 

after which He and His apostles travel 

to Jerusalem where Jesus scolds the 

money changers and incurs the wrath of 

the Jewish leadership who seek ways to 

kill Him, ultimately leading within a few 

days to the crucifixion on the day of 

the Passover holiday. All of this takes 

place over the course of a single year. 

John, on the other hand, puts the 

Temple incident very early in Jesus' 

ministry, during one of His several trips 

to Jerusalem over the span of three 

years, and puts the crucifixion 

immediately before the Passover 

holiday, on the day when the lambs for 

the Passover meal were being sacrificed 

in the Temple. This leads to another 

difference between John and the 

synoptics: the Last Supper is not a 

Passover meal, and John’s description is 

very different from the other three, 

most notably because John is the only 

Gospel which does not describe the 

institution of the Eucharist and give us 

the words spoken by the celebrant at 

every Mass, but does offer a long talk by 

Jesus to His disciples, His great final 

discourse, in which He summarizes for 

them, for John’s audience, and for us, 

everything we need to know about His 

relationship to us, His father, and the 

Holy Spirit. Long discourses by Jesus are 

another difference between the Gospel 

of John and the other three, and this is 

by far the longest, taking four chapters 

(14 through 17) and again, by far, the 

most significant. 

  

Next is the understanding of the divine 

nature of Jesus, which was a major issue 

for the early Christian community, the 

crucial element differentiating them 

from their Jewish neighbors. The 

synoptic gospels sort of waver on the 

nature of Jesus, at times being clear that 

he is the Son of God, at others, seeming 

to forget this and expressing surprise 

when someone says it. Early 

understandings of this nature grew as 

the gospels were being written. Before 



the gospels, that 

understanding was focused 

on the revelation of Jesus as 

God in His resurrection, but 

as the gospels develop, they 

reflect a broadened focus on 

Jesus’ divinity extended 

backwards in time. The 

gospel of Mark recounts 

prior revelations in Jesus' 

lifetime on earth, at His 

baptism and transfiguration. 

Matthew and Luke go back 

further still, showing Jesus 

as the Son of God from His 

birth. Matthew more than all 

the other gospels identifies 

how His coming to earth was 

the fulfillment of many Old 

Testament prophecies. But 

as they continue to describe 

His human life, they seem to 

lose sight of His divinity on 

several occasions. But not 

John. Right at the start, John 

calls Jesus the Word Who 

was with God and Who was 

God from the beginning, 

before creation, and thus 

before all time. And he never 

loses sight of this. It is 

demonstrated over and over 

in what John tells us about 

what Jesus said and did. 

Jesus doesn’t speak so much 

in short parables. He 

engages in long discourses, 

often with individuals (think 

of the Samaritan woman at 

the well) and this shows the 

power of the Word: the 

hearer is transformed, and 

often goes and transforms 

others. And John doesn’t 

describe a great number of 

miracles. Rather he presents 

seven signs, all of which 

have a specific message 

demonstrating the divinity 

of Jesus. And Jesus is in 

control right up to the end, 

even to directing the events 

of His trial and crucifixion. 

  

More next week, including 

the big question of who was 

the author. 

 



Jesus Walks on Water  






