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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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MONDAY, AUGUST 17 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 20 
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM James Grimaldi 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM James McCabe (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Peter & Marie Tedesco 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Jason Lee Ameruso (Birthday Rem.) 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 20 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Florence Hinds 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Rosemary Conroy (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Anthony Milano (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Philip Calvin Amico 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 20   
Fr. Ed  6:30 AM Peter & Anne  Nee 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Ellen Collins (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Ruth M. Daliendo (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Elizabeth O’Sullivan 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 ST. BERNARD 
Fr. Michael 6:30 AM Elizabeth McHale 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Anna Kenny 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Savino (Sal) Chimienti 
Fr. Michael 5:30 PM June O’Hara 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 ST. PIUS X, POPE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Joan Kay 
Fr. Michael 9:00 AM Kenneth LaMontagne 
Fr. Michael 12:30 PM John Cawein (1st Anniversary  Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Jaime Borja (29th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 THE QUEENSHIP OF THE    
    BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Fred Wing 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Geralyn A. Morgan (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
    David Oh Sung Whun (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Florence Zanoni 
    Rosamma Vathalloor (7th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Maxine Fleisch 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Mobes Marin  
    
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Sarah & Joseph D’Addario 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Antonio Machado 
Fr. Ed  10:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Robert Rosario 
    James Laverty 
    Josephine D’Amico 
    Eugene O’Donnell   
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Lisa Kelty 

O WOMAN 

  

GREAT IS 

YOUR 

FAITH 

 

LET IT BE 

DONE 

FOR YOU 

AS YOU 

WISH   



This story about Jesus and the 

Canaanite Woman starts out just like 

so many other miracle stories in the 

Gospels, somebody needs help, and comes to Jesus. 

Now, ordinarily, we expect Jesus to respond by healing 

the person or providing for their needs. Isn’t that what 

He usually does? But this time He doesn’t. First He 

ignores this woman, tells her He can’t help her, then He 

makes a remark about her ethnicity. Is this the Jesus we 

know? What’s going on here? It certainly doesn’t show 

Jesus in a very positive light. 

The encounter takes place in the region of Tyre and 

Sidon, outside the bounds of Galilee on the seacoast. A 

nice spot for a vacation, walks on the beach, quiet 

dinners with just the few disciples coming along. We 

are told Jesus withdrew to this region.  Here, He would 

be out of reach.  Maybe He hoped He wouldn’t be 

known there.  

But the minute He arrives, behold, a Canaanite woman 

started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon!” Her 

calling out to Him in the public streets of first century 

Palestine, apart from destroying His plans for a quiet 

getaway; it just wasn’t done. Women did not address 

men in public, and certainly not by shouting out! And 

she was a Canaanite, the people the Israelites have had 

trouble with all through the Bible.  

So this Canaanite woman came to Jesus with two 

strikes against her.  It’s no wonder that Jesus ignored 

her.  According to Jewish tradition, ignoring her would 

have been the correct behavior. But she will not be 

ignored. She was a mother, and she was willing to do 

anything, even risk public humiliation in the street, to 

get help for her daughter. As a parent, wouldn’t you?   

Jesus tries to explain to her that she just isn’t a 

candidate for His help. He came for the Jews. “It is not 

fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”  

Ouch! Does He mean that as a joke or is He testing her?  

This is hard for us to understand. However even after 

having an insult thrown at her, the woman is not 

daunted. She gets up, and dusts off her skirt and she 

answers Him, not with anger, but in a respectful tone 

and with dignity, “Yes Lord, but even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” She’s 

debating with Him now, in true rabbinical fashion.  

With wit and ingenuity she catches Him in His own 

words. She is reminding Jesus of the truth that He 

knows. There is enough bread for everyone at God’s 

table. Healing, forgiveness, peace, joy, love: these aren’t 

precious, limited commodities that we need to hoard. 

NO! God’s love is boundless, the more we share, the 

more there is.   And Jesus answers her joyfully! 

“Woman, great is your faith.” And her daughter is 

healed.  

That’s why Matthew tells this story. His community is 

in conflict over the whole concept of a mission to the 

Gentiles. How can they take this precious Gospel and 

give it to unclean people?  

Matthew says, Jesus struggled with this, too, and here is 

the answer. The gifts of the Kingdom are for all! Spread 

them around, share the bread! All who come to Christ 

with honesty and trust are welcomed at the table! 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



MEMORIAL MASS 

Saturday, August 22nd at 9:45 AM 

for Kevin Dunn  

 

FLOWER MEMORIAL  

SHRINE OF OUR LADY 

In Loving Memory of  

MAXINE FLEISCH 

Requested by  

The Redding Family 

 

FR. EDWARD SHERIDAN 

FAREWELL MASS 

Rev. Edward M. Sheridan was 

resident at St. Aidan for the last 

two years as he served as Vicar 

for Clergy Personnel in the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  He is 

now leaving St. Aidan to take up 

his appointment as Pastor of the 

Church of Saint Anthony of Padua, 

East Northport.  Fr. Ed will say a 

Farewell Mass at 10:30 AM on 

Sunday, August 23rd at St. Aidan.  

We thank him for his assistance 

and friendship and wish him 

many years as pastor in St. 

Anthony’s.   

 

STEWARDSHIP  

8/11/19      $21,926  

08/02/20    $27,200   

  (+24.05%)  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $96,597.15  Donors 369 

Payments $84,313.40  

Percentage of Goal 64.4% 

 

YOUR DONATION TODAY ALSO 

GOES TOWARDS 

Facilities Maintenance 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR 

DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 

AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

AND ON FACEBOOK.  

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul.  Since I 

cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit 

me to be separated from You.  

Amen 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

David C. Woodward  

____________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Walter Ruzek 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

 





SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed: tuna fish, mayonnaise, ketchup, 

toothpaste/toothbrushes, detergent, Boost, cookies 

and jars of sauce 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES -   We are asking for 

Target/Staple/Walmart gift cards to help our 

families with getting school supplies they will need 

for their children.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).     

 

2021 MASS BOOK IS OPEN 

If you would like to arrange Mass intentions for the 

year 2021, please contact the Rectory Office.   

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for 

baptism may now attend a baptism class.  The next 

class is on Sunday 13th September.  Please contact 

the Rectory Office. 

 

RCIA SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

Candidates will receive the sacraments at the 7:30 

PM Mass on Saturday, September 12th. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment 

Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions on 

Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 from 

7-9:30 PM.  Couples will explore their individual 

personality styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, understand God’s plan for 

their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a 

$50 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at 

718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

PRE-CANA AT ST. AIDAN 

We are holding a weekend Pre-Cana course for 

couples on September 26th and 27th in Msgr Kirwin 

Hall.  Couples can contact the Rectory office to 

register. 

    

DEACON ORDINATION AND MASS OF 

THANKSGIVING 

Mr. Jerry Magaldi will be ordained a Deacon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd at St. Agnes Cathedral.  

Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Aidan to be decided. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, August 21, 2020 – 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, August 23rd, 2020 at 1:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Congratulations to the children and their families 

who celebrate their First Holy Communion this 

weekend.  We look forward to celebrating again 

with children from Faith Formation on:  Saturday, 



August 22nd at 11:30 AM and on Saturday, August 

29th at 11:30 AM.   

Children attending St. Aidan School will receive First 

Holy Communion on Saturday, October 3rd at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM.   

Tickets for attendance will be issued to each family.  

Services will be livestreamed on staidan 

parish.org and on Facebook. 

 

COLLECTION FOR THE DIOCESAN 

MISSION IN THE DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 

Deacon Paul Neuhedel will speak at all Masses the 

weekend of August 29/30.  Envelopes will be 

available in the pews.  Parishioners can drop the 

donations in the wooden boxes at the doors of the 

church.   

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Rosary in St. Francis Garden, August 

19, 2020 after the 5:30 PM Mass 

 

‘MEDIUMS’ 

Bishop Barres issued a letter on 

“Mediums” and the Catholic Faith.  It is 

on the diocesan website and social 

media. 

 

WILLISTON PARK LIBRARY 

PRESENTS TEENS TEACH 

TECHNOLOGY VIRTUAL 

LESSONS VIA ZOOM! 

Three Virtual lessons via zoom.  

Instructions to download zoom is  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNenswbyXaMgwRzXbGTrjQA 

Lesson 1:  Topic: Social Media 

August 10th at 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Lesson 2: Topic :Daily Applications 

August 17th at 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Lesson 3: Topic: Entertainment 

August 24th  at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. 

Mandatory Registration at  willistonpr@yahoo.com’ 

Call 516-742-1820 with any questions 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 

6 year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 

12’s). The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for 

flag is $60 but we have turned off the payment 

feature at this time. We just want to register 

children to know who wants to play so we are ready 

for a Fall Football Season, noting that tackle football 

practices will start soon, when allowed. If you have 

any questions, email football@mineola.org or call 

516-408-5720. 



CHURCH OF SAINT AIDAN  

 

 

 

For Youth & Family  
 

 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR  

AMERICA’S FUTURE 

 

THURSDAY 

AUGUST 20TH 

@ 6:30 P.M. 
 

Let us all Pray:  

for Racial Justice 

an End to Racism 

an End of the Coronavirus 

and a better Future  

for all Americans 

 

Where: Parking Lot  

behind St. Aidan Upper School 

 

Who: Teens  

with a Parent/Guardian or Family 

 

Please bring a folded piece of paper  

with a prayer intention or request for 

God written on it for the prayer service.   

Also, we will be collecting canned goods 

for the Parish Food Pantry. 

Please donate if you are able. 

 

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL  

PRAYER SERVICE  

 

THURSDAY 

AUGUST 27TH  

@ 6:30 P.M. 
 

Let us all Pray:  

For a successful schoolyear  

whether you’re in elementary school, 

middle school, high school, college,  

grad school,  

teacher, principal, student,  

in-person or online school 

 

Where: Parking Lot  

behind St. Aidan Upper School 

 

Who: Teens  

with a Parent/Guardian or Family 

 

Please bring a folded piece of paper  

with a prayer intention or request for 

God written on it for the prayer service.   

Also, we will be collecting canned goods 

for the Parish Food Pantry. 

Please donate if you are able. 

_________________________________ 
 

*In adherence with social distancing guidelines and 

to protect everyone’s safety, each family group who 

attends will be asked to remain at assigned 

locations (that will be 6-10 feet apart).   

Also face masks/coverings must be worn.  

 

 
*Additionally, you will need to pre-register with 

Steve Loewenthal by phone at (516) 410-6461 or by 

email at SaintAidanYouthGroup @gmail.com.  If 

there is enough interest a second time slot will be 

created.   



ST. AIDAN  

SUMMER CAMP 
THANK YOU CAMPS ‘R US  

FOR HELPING US SMILE 

THROUGH THE SUMMER OF 

COVID-19 





 

GREAT NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS A NEW PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  The 

webpage contains student registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers.  There is an 

option to complete forms online or to 

download forms and leave the 

completed forms in the drop box 

outside the Finamore Parish Center or 

return to the Faith Formation Office via 

U.S. Mail. 

 

Registration:  Children attending public 

schools are expected to participate in 

Religious Education classes every school 

year from grade 1 through grade 8.  

Each grade must be successfully 

completed in order to move to the next 

grade.  Children are placed in classes in 

the order that we receive their 

registration paperwork.  Registration 

will end on September 1st except for 

transfer students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend public 

school, please pass on this information 

or ask them to call the Faith Formation 

Office at (516)746-6585 x404.  A copy of 

the child’s Baptismal certificate is 

required for all 1st grade children.  

Preparation for First Communion is a 

two year process.  Children must 

complete both grades 1 and 2 in the 

Religious Education program in order to 

be properly prepared for the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Communion at the end of grade 2. 

 

Catechists and Volunteers Needed:  

Even though there are many unknowns 

regarding Fall 2020 classes, catechists 

and volunteers are needed for the 

coming school year.  Please consider 

volunteering as a catechist or program 

volunteer.  Please extend this invitation 

to anyone you know who may be able to 

join us.  Catechist training and 

mentoring is provided.  Thank you for 

your help and generosity. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  St. 

Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn better 

in such an environment.  For further 

information, please call (516)746-6585 

x406.  A meeting with the Director is 

needed before registering for this 

program. 

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly considering 

a career goal working closely with 

children and families?  Are you looking 

for opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can answer 

“yes” to any of these questions or you 

are curious to learn more about actively 

assisting in the Multisensory Program, 

please call the Faith Formation Office at 

(516)746-6585 x405 or contact the 

Director at x406. 

 

Attention First Communion Religious 

Education Parents!  Please continue to 

use the materials provided at the First 

Communion Parents’ Meeting to help 

prepare your children for the reception 

of this sacrament.                                                                                              

First Communion Practices:  All First 

Communion practices will be held in the 

church. 

Tuesday August 18 @ 7PM for August 

22nd @11:30AM; 7:45PM for August 

29th @11:30AM 

 

Confirmation Fall 2021 Candidates:  

All Confirmation Packet work from the 

7th grade packet including Mass 

Reflections, Projects, and Community 

Service Reports are cancelled for this 

school year. 

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents received email 

notifications regarding their children’s 

assigned Confirmation dates and times.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office if you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation must be submitted by 

August 21st to the Faith Formation 

Office. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 



Today is the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time.  The liturgical color remains green.  

Each week, we have been focusing on a 

Word of the Week to help link the Gospel to 

Family Life.  This week’s Word of the Week 

is ACCEPTANCE.  Place the word 

ACCEPTANCE on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week. 

Today’s gospel (Matthew 15:21-28) can 

appear to be a little confusing at first.  A 

Canaanite woman asks Jesus to heal her 

daughter.  Canaanites were Gentiles (non-

Jews).  In Jesus’ time, the Jews did not 

interact with those outside of their culture 

and beliefs.  At first, Jesus didn’t respond to 

the woman’s request as we would have 

expected.  In fact, He didn’t respond at all!  

Then after the woman persisted, He told her 

that He had come for the Jewish people.  The 

woman didn’t give up.  Even Jesus’ followers 

wanted to send her away!  Jesus recognized 

her persistent Faith and her Love for her 

child.  In the end, Jesus granted the mother’s 

request and healed her daughter. 

This gospel can speak volumes to us in the 

light of the current pandemic and racial 

unrest that is facing us as Americans.  

Children even at young ages hear 

conversations whether live or via media.  

Very young children can sense the tension 

in the tones of voices around them.  Older 

children are trying to apply their limited 

experiences to what they hear and see.  As 

hard as parents and others who interact 

with children may try, we can’t make the 

serious conditions of today disappear.  

When we guide children as we raise them as 

Catholics, we encourage them to bring their 

needs and their requests to God; however, 

children expect immediate response their 

way!  If today’s gospel were to be summed 

up in a simple theme, it would be, “All Are 

Welcome and Accepted.”  Ultimately, Jesus 

put aside the exclusionary practices of His 

time and accepted the Canaanite woman’s 

request because of her persistent faith.   

Have conversations within the family about 

how each person should include Jesus in 

every part of the day’s activities.  Including 

Jesus means accepting others just as He did 

regardless of who they are, what they look 

like, or whether or not they agree with us.  

As Catholics, we are taught that we are ALL 

God’s Children.  Making an effort to have 

Jesus in our thoughts throughout the day 

naturally leads to an overall attitude of 

acceptance of others and helps children to 

establish a personal relationship with Jesus.  

God is not someone out there!  Children 

come to understand that God wants to be 

totally integrated into their lives. 

Particularly regarding concerns with school 

just around the corner, the increased 

tension about getting sick, having to be so 

restricted in school settings, and being in 

the same cohort of children for long periods 

of time can also contribute to challenging 

children way beyond anything that we 

would have considered reasonable in the 

past.  Helping children to understand that 

we need to accept and include others would 

be a great start in increasing a spirit of 

tolerance and understanding as youngsters 

try to navigate the uncharted waters of this 

upcoming school year. 

This week, choose at least one specific way 

your family can practice acceptance within 

and/or outside of the family.  Pick a 

particular person to include or use a typical 

squabble among the children as a teachable 

moment to remind the feuding parties that 

we accept and include others even when we 

don’t agree with them.  Keep the conflict 

situations as light and simple as possible.  A 

card or note to a distant family member or 

friend, including someone in need of prayer 

during your family prayer at dinner, 

watching selected news reports with older 

children and discussing how what they are 

seeing and hearing can apply to respecting 

and accepting others are a few easy ways to 

move forward.   

Providing opportunities for children to 

make connections between their religious 

beliefs and the world around them helps to 

build a solid faith that will sustain them in 

their adult years.  The family is the setting 

to “jump start” children toward a more 

vibrant life-long Catholic life.  Remind them 

that God always gives us what we need but 

not always what we want!  We can count on 

Him!  He accepts each of us just the way we 

are and wants us to do the same. 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to 

the children at the Family Mass, 

is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith 

at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com 

have some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith 

Formation Webpage includes 

the contact information for each 

member of the Faith Formation 

Office Team.  During this time of 

phasing into a more “normal” 

schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please 

contact us with your questions 

and concerns.  We welcome 

your phone calls and emails 

during this transitional time.  If 

you have paper work to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  

If you want to stop by the office, 

please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

Family Mass 

During this time of transition, 

the Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials 

each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available every 

week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 

7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner 

racks in the main lobby of the 

Church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to the 

pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  

Take a few minutes to stop by 

the church to pick them up for 

home use.  Please do not leave 

them in the church. 











A letter from Bishop Barres to College 
students who will soon begin or 
resume their college experience is 
available online.  Please email to the 
2020 High School graduates and 
college students 



                                                                                                

www.cffor.org 

 

Slavery Today:  Religious & Ethnic 

Minorities Targeted 

    

From China to Great Britain, millions 

of religious & ethnic minorities are 

held in slavery - politely called 

"forced labor" in many reports. 

According to the Global Slavery 

Index, there were over 40 million 

slaves in over 100 countries in 

2019.  The International Labour 

Organization estimates that 26% of 

modern day slaves are 

children.  Some countries with the 

most slaves are China, N. Korea, 

India, Iran, Cambodia, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Nigeria and Central 

African Republic. 

 

Slaves are gleaned from minority 

populations of Christians, Uyghur 

Muslims, Yazidis, Hindus, and other 

religious/ethnic minorities.  These 

people are used for a wide variety of 

purposes:  factory and agriculture 

workers, organ harvesting, girls & 

women are sex-trafficked, and boys 

& men are forced to fight in 

government-backed militias that are 

engaged in civil wars. 

Present-day slavery is both cheap 

and disposable.  In 1850, an average 

slave in the American South cost 

today’s equivalent of $40,000. Today, 

a slave costs $90 on average 

worldwide. 

  

"The U.S. will not stand by as any 

government with a policy or pattern 

of human trafficking subjects its own 

citizens to this kind of oppression," 

said Secretary of State Pompeo at the 

July, 2020 Trafficking in Persons 

(TIP) Report conference.  "We will 

work tirelessly in the U.S. to free 

those who are still enslaved."(1) 

"The TIP report takes modern-day 

slavery head on, providing a 

measuring stick for progress - or for 

regression, and sanction," said Rep. 

Chris Smith, N.J. (2) 

 

The Slave-Free Business Certification 

Act, introduced by Rep. Josh Hawley, 

would require every American 

business that takes in $500 million 

worldwide to certify to the Dept. of 

Labor that their companies are not 

using slave labor in their supply 

chains or face substantial fines.  A 

recent study revealed 83 well known 

worldwide companies have "directly 

or indirectly" profited from slave 

labor. (3) 

 

(worldatlas.com, 6/10/19; 

washingtontimes.com, 7/1/20; 

metrovoicenews.com, 7/23/20; 

freetheslaves.net; angelusnews.com, 

7/2/20(1)(2); christianpost.com, 

7/24/20(3) 

  

Be Silent No More!  

The Bishops of the United States 

remind us that, “In the Catholic 

Tradition, responsible citizenship is a 

virtue, and participation in political 

life is a moral obligation.”   

 -  USCCB's Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship 

Elected officials and their staff listen 

to, read and tabulate citizens' 

concern and opinions when making 

decisions for their state and for the 

country.  Do not be silent.  Please 

contact one or more Senator or 

Congressman each week to 

encourage those who share your 

values. *Call Switchboard at 202-224

-3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office  *Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov  Find 

Senator's email at www.senate .gov 

 

"I am only one, but I am one.  I 

cannot do everything, but I can do 

something. 

I will not let what I cannot do 

interfere with what I can 

do." Edward Everett Hale 

 

Commentary on the Readings for 

Today, August 16, 2020 the 20th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time  

In today's "politically correct" 

conscious world, the Readings for 

today might be classified as 

"exclusive" versus "inclusive." The 

Jews always considered themselves 

as special in the eyes of God and 

rightly so, because it was through 

them that Jesus came to be. Our 

religious faith, history and traditions 

are based on what the Jews gave us. 

However, they also considered God 

as their own to the exclusion of 

everyone else. This was not God’s or 



Jesus’ intention. The ultimate 

objective of God was "that all might 

be One" through Jesus Christ. (John 

17:21)   

In the First Reading, from the 

Prophet Isaiah (56:1-7), the Prophet 

is preaching to the returned 

Babylonian Exiles who brought with 

them many foreigners — friends, 

relatives and slaves. Tensions 

developed between these 

newcomers and those who had never 

left Israel. The prophet is telling 

everyone that God accepts all those 

who are willing to follow God's laws 

with sincerity and purity of heart. 

Together they may enter the temple 

— “His house pf prayer.”   

The Responsorial Psalm (67:2- 8) is a 

harvest song praising God for 

blessing the earth with an abundance 

of food for the people of Israel. Its 

intent was to have all "the nations" 

see how God blessed the Jews so that 

ultimately the nations would accept 

and bless the God of Israel as well.  

In the Second Reading, from St. 

Paul's Letter to the Romans (11:13-

32), St. Paul is frustrated with the 

Jews for not accepting Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and Messiah. He tells us 

that their rejection of Christ resulted 

in their loss but our gain of salvation; 

but when they do come to accept 

Christ (as is ultimately predicted), it 

will be for the glory of all mankind.   

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 

(15:21-28). This passage has some 

strange language in it, especially 

from Jesus. Our society today has 

some equally strange (and 

derogatory) names for people of 

other races or ethnic origins, all of 

which are wrong. However, in Jesus' 

time, calling gentiles "dogs" was part 

of their "exclusive" cultural pride. 

Jesus tells the Canaanite woman that 

His mission is "only to the lost sheep 

of Israel." If Jesus were only a Jew 

this would have been enough and the 

encounter would have ended there. 

But Jesus was God and the love of 

God knows no cultural or ethnic 

limits. He sees into the heart of this 

foreign woman and, in spite of "His 

mission," He grants her request 

because her faith was stronger than 

both cultures.   

We should take courage from these 

readings because they tell us that 

God wants all mankind to be happy 

with Him in heaven at the end of 

time. There are no limits to race, 

creed or ethnic origin, as God tell us 

in the above passage from Isaiah, "All 

those who keep the Sabbath and hold 

to my covenant, I will bring them to 

my holy mountain, heaven." Just 

something to think about during 

your prayer time this week!        

 

The Gospel of St. John, written for a 

community centered in Asia Minor, 

perhaps in Ephesus, and probably 

completed in the very late 90s AD, 

was the last of the four canonical 

Gospels to be finished. It was also the 

last Gospel to be accepted as a part of 

the canon. While traditionally 

attributed to St. John the Apostle, its 

authorship is not known. The author 

says he was “an eyewitness (who) 

has testified, and his testimony is 

true” and this is linked to “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved”, which is 

why it has been associated with St. 

John the Apostle, but the author 

never gives himself a name. So who 

was he? Or them? Most scholars tend 

to agree that most of this Gospel was 

written by one man, but that chapter 

21, generally referred to as the 

epilogue, may have been added by 

someone else, possibly an editor. 

There are, however, no known 

manuscripts that do not include it, so 

it is either a part of the original or 

was added almost immediately by 

the hypothetical editor. There is 

some speculation that the author 

may have been a disciple of John the 

Baptist who followed the advice 

given by him and became a disciple 

of Jesus (“This is He of Whom I said, 

‘The One Who is coming after me 

ranks ahead of me because He 

existed before me’” Jn 1:15). The 

community for which it was written 

very likely included other followers 

of John the Baptist and Samaritans 

(scholars point to the narrative of the 

Samaritan woman to indicate their 

inclusion, which differs from the 

other Gospels), plus both Jews and 

Gentiles. They were clearly very 

familiar with Jewish traditions and 

the Old Testament, as seen in the 

remarkable attention given to the 

Jewish feasts, including details about 

Jesus’ attendance, but the Jews are 

shown as “other”, suggesting a new 

community centered on Jesus, not 

the synagogue. References to “the 

Jews” in John are most often used to 

refer to the Jewish authorities, not 

the Jewish people, influenced by the 

fact that the community members 

were no longer welcome in the 

Temple and were likely finding their 

own religious identity outside the 

emerging Rabbinical Judaism.  

 



John’s Gospel differs from the 

Synoptic Gospels in many ways.  To a 

much greater degree than those, it is 

the product of a developed 

theological reflection and grows out 

of a different community and 

tradition where much of the material 

in the synoptics was already 

commonly shared. Hence, it is 

focused differently. It does not follow 

the same order or reproduce the 

same stories as the synoptic Gospels. 

It covers a different time span than 

the others, three years rather than 

one; much of Jesus’ ministry is 

in Judaea and He travels more 

widely; and, very significantly, it 

shows Jesus discoursing at length on 

theological matters. Also different is 

the author’s stated purpose. He tells 

us that he has chosen not to record 

many of the symbolic acts of Jesus 

but rather he has written down 

specific events which took place 

during Jesus’ ministry so that his 

readers “may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in his 

name”. In John’s Gospel, we never 

lose sight of the fact that Jesus is and 

always was and always will be God. 

He is the Messiah, the One Who 

reconciles all things in Himself, and 

therefore, all Christians’ faith must 

be rooted in Him. 

 

The Gospel of John is divided into 

distinct parts, beginning with a brief 

prologue identifying Jesus as God 

Who preexisted everything and came 

to us in human form to reconcile all 

things in Himself, which immediately 

establishes the difference between 

this Gospel and the synoptics. This 

occupies roughly half of the first 

chapter. Then follow the two major 

portions of the Gospel: The Book of 

Signs, from chapter 1:19 through the 

end of chapter 12, and the Book of 

Glory, chapters 13 to 20, and finally, 

that epilogue, chapter 21. This short 

chapter is a fitting place for the end 

of the discussion this week. All four 

Gospels tell us of how St. Peter 

denied knowing Jesus three times 

the night before He was crucified. 

But only here, in the last chapter of 

John’s Gospel, do we see the full 

repentance of Peter. It is the scene 

on the Sea of Tiberias where Jesus 

shares a meal with Peter and a few 

other Apostles, and He asks Peter 

three times if he loves Him, and 

Peter, very emotionally, does so. 

John begins by telling us that Jesus, 

God, came to earth to save those who 

would repent of their sins and 

believe in Him. It ends with Peter, 

the rock on whom He established the 

Church springing up in the Johannine 

community, showing the fulfillment 

of that mission. 



Jesus Loves Everyone  






