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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh is on 

vacation this week 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms  

 

In Residence  

Rev. Edward Sheridan 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  



THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 31 ST. AIDAN 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Helen Johnson (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Clarence Jaye 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Tocci Family 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 22 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Nicky Accatino 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Kathryn Madison (6th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Matthew Oliveri (40th Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Deena Aedito-Caccavale (Birthday Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 22  
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Eileen Smith 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Connie D’Agostino (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Rose Ann Guido 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 ST. GREGORY THE GREAT  
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM David Woodward 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Irene Senk (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Maria Vella 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Mary Jane Peluso (1st Anniversary rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 22 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Alice Marie Linehan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Bill Mushorn 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Rita Brueger 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Muriel Blackett 
  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 22 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Frank Bennet 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM  Vincent Persico (Birthday Rem.) 
    Patricia Tennis (Birthday Rem.) 
    Jeanine Uttaro 
    Edward Proctor 
    Caroline Darcy 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM John McIntyre  
    
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Adele Gordon  
      and June O’Hara 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 AM Rina Fellin (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:00 PM Andrew Loughlin (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Thomas Keller & Marion Parham 
    Josephine D’Amico 
    John O’Donnell   
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Dolores Massaro (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

WHOEVER 

WISHES 

TO COME 

AFTER ME 

MUST 

DENY 

HIMSELF, 

TAKE UP 

HIS 

CROSS, 

AND 

FOLLOW 

ME 



It's a moment we have been planning 

for and thinking about for weeks  -  

that moment when we will reopen 

the doors of St. Aidan school and 

welcome our children back to class.  We have been 

out of the buildings since March when COVID-19 

shuttered our classrooms, and although learning 

continued online, children need to have face-to-face 

connections with friends and teachers for their social, 

spiritual and mental growth.  So, welcome back! 

School is going to be different this year, starting with 

temperature checks before entry, everyone wearing 

face masks, remembering all the social distancing 

rules and adjusting to less movement around the 

building.  We are so thankful to our principals, 

teachers and all our staff who will ensure we 

maintain a safe environment and a happy school 

community.  Teachers, like health care workers and 

store employees, are essential workers, and even if 

we have to fall back to Phase 3, they have things in 

place to move back to online learning.   

In today’s Gospel we see Jesus the teacher helping 

Peter expand his understanding of who Jesus is.  Yes 

he saw Jesus as a great Messiah who would free Israel 

from the tyranny of Rome. But he had no place in his 

understanding for a Messiah who must be rejected by 

humanity to save humanity.  When Jesus tried to 

open Peter's mind to this concept of a Messiah, Peter 

began to rebuke Jesus, to tell him off. ‘That's no way 

to be a Messiah.  How do you expect to get anywhere 

like that? You'll never get followers that way.’ 

Jesus told Peter that he was looking at things with too 

human eyes, and not with the eyes of the divine. He 

was limiting his reality to include a God who would 

allow such suffering of a chosen Messiah. Then Jesus 

went on to insist that His followers give up all such 

human thinking, such limiting of the possibilities of 

God, to embrace their crosses, if you will, and to give 

up a life which holds on to small thinking. 

Small human thinking is that which sees self alone as 

more important than the purposes of God.  Alcoholics 

Anonymous have an expression: ‘Let go and let God.’  

For some people taking up the cross might mean 

coming to terms with limitations and difficult life 

circumstances. It might mean offering all that to God, 

knowing that life on God's terms may well be 

something different, and more glorious than our own 

small definition.   

For others it might mean nailing such things as fear, 

self-doubt, and excessive caution to the cross 

knowing that the life Jesus requires of us is simply 

our all.  

We may never understand why life is so unfair but in 

Jesus the challenges we face can be the most powerful 

teacher we may ever encounter. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM 

THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You.  Amen 

STEWARDSHIP  

8/25/19      $20,611   

8/23/20    $22,093   (+7.19%)  

 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION 

4/19/19         $ 4,586 

8/23/20         $1,247   (-72.8%) 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are donating 

online.  Go to staidanparish.org. Click 

DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00 

Pledges $99,277.15  Donors 378 

Payments $87,158.40 

THIS WEEKEND THE 2020 

MISSION APPEAL FOR THE 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC- 

August 29/30 Deacon Paul Neuhedel 

will be speaking at all Masses on 

behalf of the Dominican Republic. 

Information is found in today’s 

bulletin.   

 

OUR LADY’S SHRINE  

FLOWER MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of 

Jennifer Sparacino 

(Birthday Remembrance) 

Requested by  

Kaitlyn & Kristen Vitale 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

HELEN FORTUNE      

MARIE LAURIA 

 

PATRICIA FOLLO 

Funeral Mass 

Monday, August 31st  

at 11:15 AM 

 

CIRINO ZAPPALA 

Funeral Mass 

Wednesday, September 9th  

at 11:15 AM 

 

WILLIAM SANCHEZ 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 12th  

at 11:00 AM 

 

ROSEMARIE PAGANELLI 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 19th  

at 11:00 AM 

 

ROBERT HESS  

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 26th  

at 11:00 AM                   

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Eileen Lenney 

Noel Mcpartland 

Baby Luke Patrick 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

 

 



BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday September 13th.  Please contact the rectory 

office. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, September 4 from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it is 

his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart Chapel in 

church or to the Parish Social Ministry office.   

Items Needed: mayonnaise, ketchup, cookies, sponges, 

clorox wipes, tuna fish, detergent, napkins and apple 

juice. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES -   We are asking for 

Target/Staple/Walmart gift cards to help our families 

with getting school supplies for their children.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours 

are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).     

 

SAINT AIDAN’S  

BOOSTER CLUB 
 

24 chances to win every month.  

$30 Annual Membership runs Sept. 

2019 – Aug. 2020.  The Booster 

Club is administered by The Saint 

Aidan’s School Board.  All proceeds 

directly benefit the school.  

Winning checks will be mailed 

within the next 10 days. 

 

Weekly Prizes:   

1 $25 winner AND 4 $20 winners 

Monthly Prizes:   

1 $50 winner AND 2 $25 winners 

Monthly Bonus Prizes:  

1 $500 winner in March, June and 

December     

1 $100 winner in all other months 

 

August Winners:  $20 Winners 

Theresa B. Sullivan, Carol 

Mahoney, Eleanor Brassill, Larry & 

Pat Kane, Carl Eckhoff, Eileen 

Mehldau, Patricia Murphy, Pat & 

Bill Lorusso, Eileen Haniffy, Anne 

& Jim Hoenig, Liliana 

Golembiowski, Robert & Virginia 

Corkhill, Mary Jo Love, Jane Davey, 

Jean & John Weber, Debbie & Mike 

Donovan 

 

August Winners:  $25 Winners 

Carol Karen, S. Francis Kammer, 

Patricia Brala, Jennifer Galanga, 

Edward Hajduk, Ed Steck 

 

August $50 Winner:  

Carolyn Eckhardt  

 

August $100 Winner:  

Helen Kolsch  

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  

OR JOIN NOW! 

Membership will run from 

September 2020 through August 

2021. Please fill out this form and 

return to the Rectory with cash or 

check made payable to  

Saint Aidan’s Booster Club.  

 

Name _________________________________  

Phone ________________________________ 

Address_______________________________  

City, State, Zip________________________ 

 

E-mail address 

________________________________________ 

 

I would like ___________ numbers  

at $30 each.      $________ enclosed 

 

▭ Check here if this is a renewal of 

an existing membership. 

FEAST DAY  

MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST 



RCIA SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

Candidates will receive the sacraments at the 7:30 PM 

Mass on Saturday, September 12th. 

 

DEACON ORDINATION AND MASS OF 

THANKSGIVING 

Mr. Jerry Magaldi will be ordained a Deacon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd at St. Agnes Cathedral.  

Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Aidan at 12:00 PM on 

Sunday, September 27th. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM. 

HEALING MASS Friday, September 4 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

on Sunday Sept. 6th at 9 am. This Mass will be offered 

in memory of deceased Rosarian June O’Hara and 

Adele Gordon. The Mass can also be viewed online on 

the St Aidan website.  

Due to Labor Day, the Sept. meeting will be held on 

Sept 14th at 7pm in the CHURCH. Social Distancing will 

be followed and please wear a mask.  This meeting will 

include the installation of the Rosary Board and the 

induction of new members. Anyone wishing to join the 

Rosary Society should attend this meeting.  

 

LEGION OF MARY 

Meeting on September 2nd from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in 

the Church. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Congratulations to the children and their families who 

celebrate their First Holy Communion this weekend.  

Children attending St. Aidan School will receive First 

Holy Communion on Saturday, October 3rd at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM.   



Tickets for attendance will be issued to each family.  

Services will be livestreamed on staidanparish.org and 

on Facebook. 

 

PRE-CANA AT ST. AIDAN 

We are holding a weekend Pre-Cana course for couples 

on September 26th and 27th at St. Aidan.  Couples can 

contact the Rectory office to register. 

    

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment 

Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions on 

Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 from 7-

9:30 PM.  Couples will explore their individual 

personality styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, understand God’s plan for their 

marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 

priority. Registration is limited and a $100 application 

fee is required. For more information or to apply, call 

John & Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them 

at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football online registration for the Fall 

2020 Season is available at http://mineolapal.org/

football-registration/ . The sign up is for flag (5 and 6 

year olds) and for tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s; 12’s). 

The registration fee for tackle is $195 and for flag is 

$60 but we have turned off the payment feature at this 

time. We just want to register children to know who 

wants to play so we are ready for a Fall Football 

Season, noting that tackle football practices will start 

soon, when allowed. If you have any questions, email 

football@mineola.org or call 516-408-5720. 

 

COLLECTION FOR THE DIOCESAN 

MISSION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Deacon Paul Neuhedel will speak at all Masses the 

weekend of August 29/30.  Envelopes will be available 

in the pews.  Parishioners can drop the donations in 

the wooden boxes at the doors of the church. 

 Bishop Conners from the Diocese of San Juan de la 

Maguana in the Dominican Republic invited Bishop 

Emeritus John McGann to sponsor two parishes in 

the Dominican Republic: Saint Peter the Apostle in 

El Cercado and Our Lady of Fatima in Hondo Valle. 

These parishes, now the official foreign mission to 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre, have continued to 

flourish under the faithful support of Bishop John 

R. Barres and the generosity of our donors for over 

35 years.  

 Although we currently do not have any Diocesan 

missionaries present in the DR, among the former 

leaders in this ministry were Monsignor John I. 

Cervini, ministering to the people of El Cercado for 

over 15 years, Sr. Jane Reilly, CSJ serving in the 

remote parish of Our Lady of Fatima in the 

mountainous region of Hondo Valle for over 30 

years, and Sr. Beatrice "Babs" Barry, CSJ who cared 

for the sick and poor at the Inn of the Good 

Samaritan in the capital city of Santo Domingo for 

over 30 years (now the Sisters of Restoration serve 

there). Prior to Monsignor Cervini’s arrival in the 

poverty-stricken frontier of the DR, Fathers Andy 

Connolly and Thomas Mallony served the Mission.  

 Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ provide help to 

those in need but also receive their assistance; 

therefore, creating a ministry for the poor aided by 

the poor. The people are a very hopeful and happy 

people. National disasters and setbacks never seem 

to affect their tremendous spirit. Former 

missionary Sr. Jane Reilly offered the following, 

“the palm tree is the best image to describe them. 

In tropical storms or during a hurricane, a palm 

tree can be stripped of its branches, but within a 

few weeks of the storm, one sees the new shoot 

emerging from the trunk - just like the spirit of our 

people!”  

 What is a day like in our Mission to the Dominican 

Republic? Well just imagine as you wake up, make 

coffee, shower, drive your car and get your kids to 

school, someone in our Mission is waking up too. In 

the Diocesan Missions in the Dominican Republic 

life is very primitive. The small homemade houses 

of two rooms have no flooring, no electricity or 

running water, no glass windows and no toilet 

facilities. A simple cookhouse a short distance from 



the home shelters the pit fire where the mother 

prepares the daily fare of rice and beans. There is 

little variation and little meat. A few proud owners 

of chickens have eggs and an occasional meal of 

rice and chicken. Rarely do they have money to buy 

such luxuries as clothing or shoes.  

 At the rivers' edges women squat by rocks where 

they wash clothes which they hang on nearby trees. 

Men work in the fields and take care of small farms 

on which they grow beans, rice, corn or coffee. 

They plant in rocky, sloping, dry fields using hand-

held plows. There is never any guarantee that the 

plant will produce a harvest. Extremely heavy 

unexpected dry season can substantially reduce or 

destroy a crop.  

 The one event that often presents an almost 

unsurmountable obstacle is serious sickness. There 

is so much suffering due to the lack of medical 

facilities and supplies. For the fortunate who have 

the strength to walk long distances to rural clinics, 

basic care can be obtained. But for anything more 

complicated one must go to a specialty hospital in 

Santo Domingo, a trip of 5 or 6 hours from their 

homes.  

 Over the last 35 years, our local church has donated 

over $3.2 million to our Mission in the Dominican 

Republic. These monies have built countless 

aqueducts, necessary as a source of potable water, 

approximately 15 chapels and worship sites, 

regionally, and one Church in the campo of 

Derummbaderro. The construction of church in San 

Juan Santiago in the Hondo Valle region is 

underway but still needs additional funding. The Fe 

y Alegria, K-8 elementary school and now a high 

school have been completed, staffed and are full of 

eager children who are excited to learn. Currently, 

the last phase of the vocational school building is 

underway. After high school, the opportunity for 

employment is practically non-existent so the need 

for vocational training is evident.  

 In the height of the cholera epidemic, our donors 

raised over $20,000 for the building of latrines 

where no facilities existed and literally provided 

water to homes where women would use to walk 2 

or 3 miles for water and carry in buckets on their 

heads back to their homes. A retreat center in El 

Cercado that can accommodate 64 persons 

overnight was built and serves as a meeting site for 

many of the faithful groups and visitors. The senior 

center and peanut factories were built with donor 

funds as well as the founding of the agricultural 

programs. The St. Vincent de Paul Society for the 

Mission is solely funded by our donors and 

provides monthly baskets of food to those who 

normally go without. In Hondo Valle, the 

NutrInfancia program has been established to 

identify women and children at high risk of 

malnourishment. Most of the donor funds have 

been and are continued to be used to help sustain 

the overhead expenses of the 2 parishes and the 

INN, which on average operate on approximately 

$5000 per month.  

Your continued support of our Diocesan Mission to the 

Dominican Republic is greatly appreciated by the 

people we serve. It is vital to the everyday lives of so 

many. Please consider donating today.  

"What we imagine as the poorest of the poor pales in 

comparison to the reality that exists in our Mission. 

Yet, the JOY of Christ in the hearts of those who live 

there is greater than any I have ever encountered. I 

never wanted to "Go Forth" more in my life than when 

serving my brothers and sisters in Christ who had so 

little but offered all they had to this stranger; their 

homes, meals, love and greatest of all, sharing of faith." 

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE  

OFFICE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

SOME THOUGHTS ON SENDING YOUR 

CHILD BACK TO SCHOOL:  

BACKPACKS AND COVID-19:   

This year is particularly challenging as parents prepare 

to send children ‘back to school.’  In previous years, 

September was heralded as a time of beginnings 

marked by new school supplies, new sneakers, 

haircuts, new clothes or uniforms; all in anticipation of 

that ‘First Day of School.’  This year will be different.  

Backpacks brimming with new pencils, notebooks and 

folders will also contain extra hand sanitizers, masks, 

tissues.  As parents send children to school, there may 

be an extra ‘heart tug’ of anxiety and concern fueled by 



questions related to the pandemic-‘will my child be 

safe, protected against the virus?’  So much is, and has 

been, out of our control these last months.  We have 

been upended by the virus, so many aspects of our 

lives have been disrupted. There are no easy answers, 

no quick fixes, so we rely on ‘best practices’ as defined 

by the professionals to keep our children and 

ourselves safe and healthy.   

 

Some suggestions to make the transition to school 

easier for you and to empower your child in the 

process 

 

 As the adults we set the emotional tone for our 

children.  Children take their cues from us.  If we 

appear overly anxious, worried or concerned these 

feelings may be imparted to our children.  The last 

thing we want to do is create more anxiety for our 

children as they return to school. Remember, six 

months ago children were sitting next to friends in 

classrooms; eating lunch in the cafeteria while 

seated with peers; playing on playgrounds.  

Suddenly, abruptly, school doors were locked, 

hallways silent, classrooms empty, playgrounds 

abandoned.  Shelter in place became the new norm.  

Some children will navigate the return to school 

with ease, relieved to once again be with friends, 

back to a routine; returning to school seemingly 

without a care.  For others, the disruption of six 

months ago may be expressed as undercurrent of 

worry and fear surfacing in statements as: “ I’m 

scared that……,” or ‘What if….,’ ‘How will I know 

that…’   Still other children, particularly those who 

have experienced loss due to the pandemic, may 

exhibit behaviors of separation anxiety: clinging to 

you, crying, even becoming physically ill.  As caring 

adults, emotionally present to our children we 

listen, support, reassure.  We provide the 

‘emotional holding place’ for our child’s fears, 

worries and concerns, and in so doing we allow 

them to walk through the school doors hopefully 

more carefree. 

 Routine provides a sense of security and safety-

particularly for younger children.  This year 

establish a ‘Home From School Routine.’   Do you 

want  your child to use hand sanitizer as they come 

in the door?  Remove shoes? Change clothes? Take 

a shower or bath to ‘wash away the day?’  What 

about the backpack?  Where will your child place 

it?  Outside the door?  Be clear about at the start of 

the school year and empower your child to be in 

control of this routine. 

 What will help your child feel confident beginning 

the school year?  Will it be that extra face mask in 

the backpack?  Or a picture of someone special 

tucked into a pocket of their backpack.  Maybe it 

will be a note from you.  Ask your child what may 

help them feel less worried, scared. Adults carry 

rosaries and say prayers – what would help your 

child?    

 Think about problem-solving before the problem 

occurs. Worry and fear are the breeding ground for 

monsters to become nightmares.  By discussing the 

what-ifs and developing contingency plans your 

child will know what to expect.  You reduce fear by 

replacing the unknown with age-appropriate 

knowledge.  Be prepared to answer the  question: 

“What if I don’t feel good in school…” with calm 

reassurance. 

 There was a time when wearing masks was fun.-it 

was Halloween. Today the narrative is “Heroes 

wear masks!” Encourage your child to be the hero/

heroine by wearing their mask.  Include a ‘full face 

selfie” of your child without a mask.  This may 

reduce the impulse to take off the mask to show 

others ‘what they look like.’ 

 Finally, support the professionals in our schools. 

Educators, nurses, guidance counselors, social 

workers, all dedicated to serving your child and 

family in providing a positive academic experience. 

Remember, they will be the first line responders 

who are a member of your team.  The staff of 

secretaries, cleaners and maintenance people, they 

too experience the same concerns and anxieties, 

thank them for their service and dedication.  And 

don’t forget the crossing guards and bus drivers.  

Many valuable lessons amidst this pandemic-

perhaps the most important….we are all in this 

together.  And together we can all make a 

difference. 

 





 

GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  The 

webpage contains student registration 

information as well as forms for 

catechists and volunteers.  There is an 

option to complete forms online or to 

download forms and leave the 

completed forms in the drop box 

outside the Finamore Parish Center or 

return to the Faith Formation Office via 

U.S. Mail. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program will be a blended program for 

the upcoming school year, which will 

include children working at home 

under the direction of their parents, 

supported by catechists and the Faith 

Formation Office, plus small church 

gatherings where children will come 

together in the church while remaining 

socially distant.  Parents were sent 

emails explaining the details of the 

program..  Children must be registered 

to participate. 

 

Registration:  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 1 

through grade 8.  Each grade must be 

successfully completed in order to 

move to the next grade.  Children are 

placed in the order that we receive 

their registration paperwork.  

Registration will end on September 1st 

except for transfer students. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know 

any families with children entering 

grade 1 in September who attend 

public school, please pass on this 

information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x404.  A copy of the child’s 

Baptismal certificate is required for all 

1st grade children.  Preparation for 

First Communion is a two year process.  

Children must complete both grades 1 

and 2 in the Religious Education 

program in order to be properly 

prepared for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion at the end of grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before registering 

for this program. 

 

Catechists Needed:  Catechists are 

needed for the Multisensory Program.  

If you can help, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office  

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly considering 

a career goal working closely with 

children and families?  Are you looking 

for opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can answer 

“yes” to any of these questions or you 

are curious to learn more about 

actively assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents received email 

notifications regarding their children’s 

assigned Confirmation dates and times.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office if you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation were due on August 21st.  

These forms should be submitted to the 

Faith Formation Office as soon as 

possible.  They are necessary in order 

to receive Confirmation this Fall. 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available 

every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used at 

home.  Take a few minutes to stop by the 

church to pick them up for home use.  

Please do not leave them in the church. 

Today is the Twenty Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color 

remains green.   Each week, we have 

been focusing on a Word of the Week to 

help link the Gospel to Family Life.  This 

week’s Word of the Week is SACRIFICE.  

Place the word SACRIFICE on the 

refrigerator as a reminder throughout 

the week.  In today’s Gospel, (Matthew 

16:21-27), there is a somewhat puzzling 

and confrontational dialogue between 

Jesus and Peter.  Jesus tries to explain 

that there is a cost to following in Jesus’ 

footsteps.  Jesus willingly gave up 

everything, even His life, for the mission/

plan that God had for Him.  As young 

people would say, He didn’t get a “free 

ride.”  For Jesus, no sacrifice was too 

high.  If that sacrifice entailed great 

suffering, He was still willing to do it as 

long as He was doing what God wanted 

of Him.   

There are some great learning lessons in 

this gospel.  God does not think as we do.  

His view of situations is not limited.  His 

plan is not necessarily our plan.  For one 

thing, it is innate to our human nature to 

avoid pain and suffering even though we 

know this isn’t a perfect world and things 

aren’t always easy.  We struggle and 

often stumble as Peter did in today’s 

story.  He saw with his limited vision and 

was upset at Jesus’ prediction of His 

suffering and death.  He meant well in his 

protest, but Jesus knew the Father’s plan 

and wanted to follow it even if it meant 

extreme sacrifice. 

It doesn’t take long for young children to 

figure out that everything in life is not 

the way they would like it to be.  Parents 

know that they often need to make hard 

choices that their children won’t like but 

they sacrifice and make those hard 

choices anyway because they understand 

the cost of SACRIFICE.   

Explore as a family how we know what 

God wants us to do.  When we listen to 

parents and teachers, when we listen to 

God’s Word in the Bible, when we pray 

and ask for His help, we can find the 

answers we need to walk in His 

footsteps.  When conflicts arise especially 

among siblings this week, remind the 

children about SACRIFICE.  What are we 

willing to do to turn a situation around?  

Are we willing to sacrifice what we want 

for someone else?  The answers to these 

questions are found in our 

understanding and willingness to make 

sacrifices.   

The fruit of sacrifice teaches children 

important learning lessons and skills:  

how to compromise when it will be 

helpful for others, patient endurance 

when misunderstood , a joyful spirit 

during difficult circumstances, respect 

for oneself and others, and the 

comforting peace of trusting that God is 

in control.  (Make some paper footprints 

for younger children and map out how 

they are walking in Jesus’ footsteps this 

week.  Sometimes a graphic goes a long 

way to help very young children.) 

 When family members put other family 

members before themselves, the 

generosity and benefits are staggering.  It 

takes time for children to grow into this 

thinking in a conscious way, so don’t get 

discouraged.  It is well worth the effort!   

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes the contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office is 

open by appointment only.  Please 

contact us with your questions and 

concerns.  We welcome your phone 

calls and emails during this 

challenging time.  If you have paper 

work to submit, there is a Drop Box 

outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by 

the office, please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 







                                                                                                                                                

www.cffor.org 

 

Do Children Have First Amendment 

Rights in Public School?  Part 1 

  

Soon children in grades K-12 will 

return to school either in-person or 

remotely, and the misunderstanding 

about prayer in public schools will 

return also.  Is it legal for your child to 

pray in public school? 

 

Yes!  The Supreme Court never 

outlawed student prayer in public 

schools.  Multiple court decisions and 

Dept. of Education regulations confirm 

that students are free to pray alone or 

in groups, as long as such prayers are 

not disruptive and take place during 

non-instructional time. 

During those times, students may also 

read their Bible or other scriptures, say 

grace before meals, study religious 

materials with fellow students and 

meet in after school religious based 

clubs. 

 

So - why and how did this exercise of 

First Amendment Freedom of Religion 

become controversial?  Before the 

1960s there was little resistance to 

teaching religious principles, Bible 

readings, or prayer in school - in fact, it 

was the norm.  The landmark case, 

Engel v. Vitale, brought before the 

Supreme Court in 1962, asserted that 

any state mandated prayer offended 

the Constitution’s prohibition against 

an establishment of religion and 

violated “separation of church and 

state.”  The majority opinion resulted in 

an end to the practice of students 

voluntarily reciting a school-composed, 

non-denominational prayer such as: 

"Almighty God, we acknowledge our 

dependence upon Thee, and we beg 

Thy blessings upon us, our parents, our 

teachers and our country. Amen."  (1) 

 

However, invoking the phrase 

"separation of church and state" to 

silence religious expression is to 

perpetuate the lie that this phrase is in 

the Constitution - it is not!   In fact, it is 

derived from President Thomas 

Jefferson’s letter in 1802 to the 

Danbury Baptist Association of 

Connecticut to reassure them that their 

religious freedoms were safe from 

government interference and protected 

by the First Amendment. 

 

To clarify students' rights, in 1995, 

President Bill Clinton said, "The First 

Amendment does not require students 

to leave their religion at the 

schoolhouse door." (2) He then 

instructed the Dept. of Education to 

write guidelines for religious 

expression in school. 

 

On Jan.10, 2020, President Trump 

issued updated guidelines for religious 

expression in public schools and added 

a reporting mechanism for students 

experiencing denial of their religious 

expression. (3) 

 

AmericanMinute.com(1)(2); 

thought.com, 3/29/19); npr.org, 

1/16/20; religious tolerance.org); 

www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/

religionandschools/

prayer_guidance.html (3) 

 

Be Silent No More! 

Encourage your school district to follow 

the many state legislatures which 

encourage or require all public schools 

to display our nation’s motto, “In God 

We Trust.” 

 

Elected officials and their staff listen to, 

read and tabulate citizens' concerns 

and opinions when making decisions 

for their state and for the country.  Do 

not be silent.  Please contact one or 

more Senator or Congressman each 

week to encourage them to share your 

values.  Call Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office.  Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov   Find 

Senator's email at www.senate.gov  

 

 

The theme of the Readings for today is 

a continuation of the readings for last 

Sunday where we are asked: "Who do 

YOU say that I am?" Assuming we 

answer as St. Peter did, "Lord, You are 

the Christ, the Son of the Living God," 

we are then asked to give ourselves as a 

"Living Sacrifice" to God through Jesus 

Christ. Now you might think, "Whoa, 

that's asking a lot," and you would be 

right; but that is what God is asking of 

each of us. However, before you skip 

the rest of this article and go on to 

something else, please reconsider the 

idea. The word “sacrifice” means 

offering or giving, not always in the 

same context of a bloody offering like 

Abraham was asked of his son, Isaac, 

but more as a child would come with 

excitement and throw himself or 

herself into the lap of a father or 

mother. God is asking us to give Him 

the privilege of the same relationship as 



we might give a loving mother or 

father. St. Peter tells us essentially the 

same thing in his Letter. (See 1 Peter 

2:4-5) See how the Readings support 

this concept.   

 

In the First Reading, from the Prophet 

Jeremiah (20:7-9), we hear Jeremiah's 

lament of the results of his 

prophesying. Jeremiah didn't want to 

be a prophet, a spokesperson for God; 

but God chose him nevertheless. So the 

prophet later looks back on his calling 

as being "duped" or tricked into it. 

Further, he says that even after making 

up his mind not to prophesy a word, he 

was compelled to do so and could not 

keep it within. However, as we know, 

Jeremiah became one of God's greatest 

Prophets because he gave his very 

body, soul and spirit---his life.   

The Responsorial Psalm (63:2-9) is the 

prayer of a person who has given 

himself entirely to God and, although he 

has known difficult times in doing so, 

he sees the goodness of God sustaining 

him through it all.   

In the Second Reading, from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (12:1-2 ), we hear 

Paul giving us the essence of today's 

theme, the giving of our body, soul and 

mind or spirit to God, again, not in a 

bloody sacrifice, but in doing the will of 

God regardless of how our will might 

object. For those who can and will do 

this, the rewards are far greater than 

any mind can imagine.   

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 

(16:21-27). Again, this story follows 

that of last week where Peter so 

eloquently acknowledges Jesus as Lord 

and God. Immediately after that, Peter 

begins to rebuke Jesus for talking about 

having to suffer and die, but this is 

exactly what Jesus' mission on this 

earth was. Jesus was sent by the Father 

to be the perfect offering that mankind 

could not give or be. To prevent or 

dissuade Jesus from fulfilling this 

mission was the work of Satan. Even 

Jesus, as a human being, had a difficult 

time in accepting this mission, but in 

the end He gave the ultimate fiat, "Not 

my will but thy will be done."   

As we go through life, there are many 

opportunities to make sacrifices or 

refuse them. Before we make a quick 

decision one way or another, we should 

stop and ask ourselves, "What would 

God want me to do in this case?" 

Something to think about during your 

prayer time this week! 

After the account of the seven signs, the 

“hour” of Jesus arrives, and St. John’s 

Gospel moves on from sign to glory, as 

he brings us into the discourses in the 

upper room that interpret the meaning 

of the passion, death, and resurrection 

narratives that follow. The whole 

Gospel of John is a progressive 

revelation of the glory of God’s only 

Son, Who comes to reveal the Father 

and then returns in glory to the Father. 

The author’s purpose is clearly 

expressed at the end of Jn 20: “Now 

Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of [His] disciples that are not 

written in this book. But these are 

written that you may [come to] believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through this belief you 

may have life in His name.” 

Throughout John’s Gospel, Jesus openly 

presents Himself as the divine Son of 

God, not hiding His identity as He does 

in the Synoptics. For example, in all 

three of them, when Jesus calms the 

sea, the apostles, who obviously don’t 

quite understand his true nature, ask, 

Who is this Whom even the wind and 

sea obey? And again, as we recently 

heard from Matthew, all three have the 

same story of Peter’s response when 

Jesus asks Who do you say I am, and 

when Peter answers correctly, He 

warns them not to tell anyone. John, on 

the other hand, depicts Jesus as divine, 

preexistent, and identified with the one 

God, talking openly about His divine 

role and echoing Yahweh's "I Am Who I 

Am" with seven "I Am" declarations of 

His own: I Am the bread of life, the light 

of the world, the gate for the sheep, the 

good shepherd, the resurrection and 

the life, the way, the truth, and the life, 

and finally, the true vine. Thus, the 

author of John’s Gospel does not merely 

narrate a series of events but singles 

out details that support an ordered 

theological interpretation of those 

events proving that Jesus’ identity as 

God is true. 

This is particularly clear in the Book of 

Glory. Earlier in John’s Gospel, the 

pattern is that of a miracle/sign 

followed by a discourse to provide the 

theological meaning of it. This reverses 

in the Book of Glory. Jesus is very much 

in command of the events that follow. 

He explains what is about to happen 

and why in great detail. In Jesus’ 

farewell discourse (chapters 13-17), 

John provides the theological 

interpretation of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection before they occur; the 

washing of the feet, the invitation to 

participate in His hour, Peter’s denial 

predicted, “Where I am going, you 

cannot follow Me now, though you will 

follow Me later” (13:36b) and “I give 

you a new commandment: love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you 

also should love one another” (13:34), 

and He tells them about the coming of 

the Advocate Whom the Father will 

send because He is leaving, but they 

need not worry, because in perhaps His 

greatest words of comfort to them, He 

tells them, “Peace I leave with you; My 

peace I give you… do not let your hearts 

be troubled or afraid” (14:27). He 

knows exactly what is coming and is 



preparing them for it. Soon after, He 

says it is time for them to leave for the 

garden where He will be arrested.  But 

first, in chapters 15 through 17 we hear 

the long discourse on the vine and the 

branches, a harsh prediction of how the 

world will hate you “because…it hated 

Me first” but the further reassurance of 

the coming of the Advocate Who will 

tell you everything and will convict the 

world of sin. Then His final prayer, 

where He asks that His Father look 

after those He had given to Him and 

protect them from the evil one.  Only 

after this assurance does He lead them 

across the Kidron valley to the garden 

where He will be betrayed. As we, and 

He, know, this leads to His crucifixion. 

But not as described in the 

Synoptics. John’s portrayal of Jesus' 

death is unique among the four 

Gospels. It does not rely on the kinds of 

atonement theology so often seen in the 

Old Testament of a sacrifice made as a 

sin offering, but rather presents the 

death of Jesus as His glorification and 

return to the Father. Likewise, the three 

"passion predictions" of the Synoptic 

Gospels are replaced instead in John 

with three instances of Jesus explaining 

how He will be exalted or "lifted up”. 

The verb for "lifted up" is a double 

entendre in John's theology of the 

cross, for Jesus is both physically 

elevated from the earth at 

the crucifixion but also, at the same 

time, exalted and glorified. And Jesus, 

God, is in control. When the soldiers say 

they are looking for Jesus the Nazorean, 

His reply is “I AM”, again proclaiming 

His divinity, and they fall to the ground. 

Later Jesus’ replies to the high priest 

provide a bold response to his 

questions which he could not refute. 

Even Pilate, the Roman authority, 

recognizes the authority of Jesus’ 

presence and seats Him on the judge’s 

bench. 

And as a final example of both how 

John’s Gospel is different, and how 

Jesus affects people, he gives us a 

person unique in the Gospels. In the 

Synoptics, Jesus interacts with many 

people, but except for His direct 

followers, they are all one time actions. 

Someone is healed, and they are glad, 

but we do not see aftereffects – do they 

become His followers, or do they just go 

on living? John is different, as we saw in 

the story of the man born blind, who 

comes to a fuller understanding of Jesus 

over a relatively short period as he 

responds to the Pharisees. But John 

tells us of a specific Pharisee, 

Nicodemus, who has a recurring 

relationship with Jesus. First, very early 

in His ministry (3:1-21), Nicodemus 

comes to Him at night to learn more 

about Him. He comes at night, likely 

because as a good Pharisee, he is afraid 

to be seen debating with Jesus. But it 

doesn’t end there. Remember how I 

said that John’s representation of the 

Pharisees was historically correct as he 

has them debating? In chapter 7, 

Nicodemus defends Jesus in such a 

debate after the Pharisees had tried to 

arrest Him.  And at the end, Nicodemus 

is the one who brings the burial spices 

to the tomb to ensure that Jesus is 

properly buried in accordance with 

Jewish law. It sounds very simple, but 

only in John do we see this sort of 

continued influence of the quiet power 

of the divine Jesus working over time 

with someone. 

We have spent a great deal of time 

looking at John’s Gospel, but it is 

important to see how it relates to the 

early understanding of Jesus, and 

ultimately, our understanding. The 

Synoptics essentially tell the same story 

from three different points of view, at 

least in part because they were written 

for different audiences, and also, 

because there were more inputs to 

them over time. Hence, taken together, 

they provide a better picture of Jesus 

for us than any one of them alone could 

do. But while they certainly tell us of 

His divinity, they show us a more 

human Jesus, especially as He is 

sacrificed on the cross. John gives us a 

wholly different aspect of Jesus, 

stressing His divinity and how He was, 

is, and always will be God. Yes, He 

suffered in human form, but He did so 

as the same God Who has always been 

the Author of everything. We need all 

four Gospels, but especially John in 

contrast to the Synoptics, to even begin 

to understand Jesus, and we continue to 

need the Advocate, Who, just as Jesus 

promised in John’s account, still 

provides us with a better 

understanding of our God. 





 

 





I will follow Jesus, our leader.  






