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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Houses of Worship are permitted to 
host services at limited capacity.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will not be 
distributed during the liturgies. The Act 
of Spiritual Communion may be 
recited.   Please remain after to 
receive. 
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church will remain open for 
private prayer from 6:00 AM to 6:00 
PM.  Please wear a face mask and 
maintain the proper precautions 
regarding distancing and do not 
congregate in groups of people.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions can be scheduled in 
churches, provided there is a screen 
between the priest and penitent. Six 
feet of distance should also be 
maintained between priest and 
penitent. This will require most 
Confessions to be held outside of the 
confessionals.  Confessions are 
available in the St. Aidan sacristy 
meeting room on Saturday from 12:30 
PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  Enter by the church door at the 
children's play area.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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Rev. Adrian McHugh 
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Rev. Ken Grooms goes on 

vacation this week 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 23 / LABOR DAY 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Melki Alarcon & Caroline Flores 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Robert Keyes 
Fr. Kevin 12:30 PM Dr. John Lee Chulj, (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
No Mass 5:30 PM  
  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM John Lettis (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Deborah Masterson 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Fr. Edward Fitzpatrick (Ordination Anniversary) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM June P. O’Hara 
  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9  ST. PETER CLAVER, PRIEST  
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Sigi Huhn 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Peggy McDonough 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Jacinto Co (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 5:30 PM Eugene Semelrath (Birthday Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 23 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Manny Abad (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Mae & Frank Abruzzo 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Emma & Joseph Mohrman  
      (Wedding Anniversary) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Christian & Helen M. Frischmann  
      And Elizabeth Frischmann Gillen 
  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 23 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Christopher Peer (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Bernhard Berger (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the  Clinton  
      & Tinghitella Family 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Donna Wilson 
  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 23 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Lv. Ints. of Suphi & Emel Yildirmaz  
      (49th Wedding Anniversary) 
Fr. Kevin 5:00 PM  Armand Villa (5th Anniversary Rem.) 
    John Kenny & Paul Kelly 
    John Mangeri 
    Harry Entenmann (5th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Coloria Schilter 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
    
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Katica Hrzic (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Antonio Machado 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM Thomas Laffey 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM Daniel & Sheila O’Brien (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Vincent Quintano (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Elizabeth DeGennaro  
      (1st Anniversary & Birthday Rem.) 
    Andrew Boyle (Birthday Rem.)   
Fr. Kevin 5:00 PM Philip & Silvia Fusco (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

FOR WHERE 

TWO OR 

THREE ARE 

GATHERED 

TOGETHER 

IN MY 

NAME 

 

THERE AM I 

IN THE 

MIDST OF 

THEM  



Most people see Labor Day as a 

holiday, and I hope you have a happy 

and restful one.  For Catholics, Labor 

Day offers us the opportunity to 

proclaim the dignity, meaning and redemptive value 

of all human work.  Jesus Himself took up the tools of 

a carpenter, working with human hands for most of 

His life on earth.  Today, I think of my parents who 

worked so hard to provide for us and who taught us 

the importance of doing our best, always.   

For Christians, work is never merely ’a job’, for we 

are called to make our lives a vocation. Every one of 

us has the opportunity by the calling God gives to us, 

to show God's glory in the world in a way that can be 

shown by the fact that we work. 

Work can be exhausting. Work can be tedious. Work 

can be tiring. We complain about it, but we value it 

and appreciate it.  One of the things that is clear from 

the Christian worldview is that every job that makes 

a contribution to human civilization is a job that has 

dignity. There are no ‘little’ jobs.  Every worker 

should know the dignity of their work.  As Christians, 

we remember that a job is not always tied to a 

paycheck; it's not always tied to a job title.  May we 

appreciate the value of work in our lives and respect 

the dignity of all workers. 

This week we especially pray for all teachers as they 

return to work.  School is going to be different this 

year, starting with temperature checks before entry, 

everyone wearing face masks, remembering all the 

social distancing rules and adjusting to less 

movement around the building.  Thank you to our 

principals, teachers and all our staff who will ensure 

we maintain a safe environment and a happy school 

community.  Teachers, like health care workers and 

store employees, are essential workers.  We keep all 

teachers in our prayers this week:   Gracious God, we 

come to you at the beginning of this school year with 

our many feelings, expectations, fears and hopes.  

Help us to remember, however, we have the 

comforting assurance from you: "I will always be with 

you."  Loving God, for all of us this is a time of 

transition. It is transition from the work and leisure 

of summer back to the classroom.  It is transition 

from time spent with family and friends.  Give us 

patience with ourselves as we transition, as well as 

patience with one another.  Faithful God, turn our 

anxiety about returning this year to a quiet 

confidence, in the way you have blessed us in the 

past.  Amen. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 

I will 
always be 
with you 



WELCOME FR. KEVIN CRONIN 

OFM, FRANCISCAN FRIARS 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Fr. Kevin Cronin has returned to 

St. Aidan to assist us while Fr. 

Ken is on vacation.  Fr. Kevin led 

the parish mission last March, 

just before Covid-19 shuttered 

our Church.  Welcome back Fr. Kevin. 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE FIRST WEEK 

Nicholas DeBartolo,  

St. Joseph, Coroton Falls, NY 

Taylor Esposito,  

St. Rose, New Town, CT 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

09/01/19  $23,732    

08/30/20    $22,979 (-3.1%) 

 

THIS WEEKEND  

Please support the Friends of Saint Aidan (FOSA) 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $100,977.15 

Donors 380   

Payments $89,910.15 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

ROSEMARY PRINZ ESTEP 

EILEEN LENNEY 

EILEEN LALLY 

 

CIRINO ZAPPALA 

Funeral Mass 

Wednesday, September 9th  

at 11:15 AM 

 

WILLIAM SANCHEZ 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 12th  

at 11:00 AM 

 

ROSEMARIE PAGANELLI 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 19th  

at 11:00 AM 

 

ROBERT HESS  

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 26th  

at 11:00 AM      

 

THOMAS BURNS 

Funeral Mass 

Monday, September 28th  

at 10:00 AM  

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Eileen Lenney 

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

 

 



JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen 

 

FRIENDS OF SAINT AIDAN (FOSA) 

PLEASE DONATE THIS WEEKEND. 

Friends of St. Aidan is a fund that was established 

with the sole purpose of providing tuition assistance 

to those families who are not able to pay for 

Catholic Education at Saint Aidan School only. These 

are members of our Saint Aidan School family that 

are being faced with the difficult decision of leaving 

the school because of a traumatic event  (job loss, 

family problems, etc.) in their lives that makes 

paying for a Catholic Education impossible.  

The reason we established FOSA is due to two 

factors;  

1) The Diocesan Tomorrow’s Hope Fund will some 

day be depleted and more families are looking 

toward it than ever before to help pay for Catholic 

Education.  

2) We can no longer pass the burden on to the other 

families in the school.  

Perhaps you might consider a donation as a 

memorial to a loved one.  At a time of loss many 

families inquire about memorial donations to our 

school and our parish.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to memorialize a loved one.  We have 

memorial cards that are sent to the families of the 

person for whom the memorial has been purchased 

acknowledging the gift. 

The funds we raise will only go to those families in 

need as determined by the Pastor and Principal.  

For information please call Lynn Przeniczny at 

(516) 746-6585 x 104. 

If you can’t feed a hundred people, than feed just 

one   –Mother Theresa  



Make a difference. Make the hope and dream of 

Catholic Education a reality. Make a donation. 

Thank you and God Bless! 

 

NATIONAL COLLECTION FOR THE 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA  

September 13, 2020.  Thank you for your support. 

 

ST. PIUS X ENRICHED LIVING FACILITY  

The St. Pius X Enriched Living Facility Fund 

Collection will take place in all parishes in the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre on the weekend of 

September 19/20.  Our continued goal is to close the 

gap between the operating expenses at St. Pius X 

Residence and the current funding (provided by the 

Diocese and resident priests).   

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the sacred heart 

chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:   clorox wipes, napkins, tuna fish, 

mayonnaise, apple juice and body wash 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES -   Target/Staple/

Walmart gift cards to help our families with getting 

school supplies for their children.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).    Our office will be 

closed on Labor Day, September 7, 2020. 

 

PART-TIME COOK 

St. Aidan Parish in Williston Park is seeking a part-

time cook to work 20 hours, Monday-Thursday and 

Saturdays from 4:00-8:00 PM.  This individual will 

report directly to the Pastor.  Duties include 

purchasing food and supplies for the preparation of 

nutritious meals for the parish priests.  Position 

involves working with the pastor during special 

events, such as holiday parties, Confirmation and 

other celebrations to organize and facilitate 

luncheons and dinners.  Ensure cleanliness of 

kitchen.  Must have own transportation.  Please 

email your cover letter and resume in word format 

as an email attachment to Lynnp@ 

staidanparish.org 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Children attending St. Aidan School will receive First 

Holy Communion on Saturday, October 3rd at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM.   

Tickets for attendance will be issued to each family.  

Services will be livestreamed 

on staidanparish.org and on Facebook. 

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for 

baptism may now attend a baptism class.  The next 

class is on Sunday September 13th.  Please contact 

the rectory office. 

 

RCIA SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

Candidates will receive the sacraments at the 7:30 

PM Mass on Saturday, September 12th.  We 

welcome Samantha Chu, Samantha Ferazzolo, Elvin 

Polanco and Daniel Wloski into full communion in 

the Church. 

 

DEACON ORDINATION AND MASS OF 

THANKSGIVING 

Mr. Jerry Magaldi will be ordained a Deacon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd at St. Agnes Cathedral.  

Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Aidan at 12:00 PM on 

Sunday, September 27th. 



CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM. 

 

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG 

For the month of August, the PB&J Gang delivered 

165 wash-up kits to the homeless. Thank you to all 

who contributed. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment 

Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions 

on Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 

from 7-9:30 PM.  Couples will explore their 

individual personality styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, understand God’s plan for 

their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a 

$100 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at 

718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE 

ANNOUNCES CREATION OF NEW 

OFFICE OF EVANGELIZATION AND 

CATECHESIS  

The Diocese of Rockville Centre announced the 

creation of the Office of Evangelization and 

Catechesis and the appointment of Father Lachlan 

Cameron as its first Director.  The new Office of 

Evangelization and Catechesis combines the Office 

of Faith Formation and ministries from the Office of 

New Evangelization, namely, Hispanic Ministry, 

Multicultural Diversity, Youth Ministry, Campus 

Ministry and Young Adult Ministry.  “Father Lachlan 

Cameron has a wide range of pastoral, catechetical, 

evangelization and theological experiences that 

have prepared him to be the Director of the Office of 

Evangelization and Catechesis,” said Bishop John 

Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre. “With his 

Licentiate in Sacred Theology from the Angelicum 

University in Rome, Father Cameron has a gift for 

being able to express the truths of our Catholic faith 

in a way that people can actually receive and be 

inspired by. He is committed with his staff to 

serving the real needs of our parishes and working 

closely with our pastors. In a special way, Father 

Cameron, as Chaplain of Stony Brook University and 

Director of Campus Ministry for the Diocese, has a 

compassionate understanding of High School and 

University Students and so is uniquely suited to 

address the faith and evangelization needs of our 

young people in his new position.”  

“The Office of New Evangelization and the Office of 

Faith Formation are united now under two words 

that have animated each: ‘evangelization’ - 

announcing the Faith - and ‘catechesis’ - developing 

the Faith,” said Father Cameron. “These related 

actions of proclaiming the good news of the Gospel 

and nourishing, deepening, and forming the 

personal faith given in response to that 

proclamation will continue to shape the endeavors 

of the combined staff as we work collaboratively 

and in our own ministries.”  

Father Cameron remains the Chaplain of Stony 

Brook University, Interim-Director of Faith 

Formation and Director of Campus Ministry for the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  



The reading of the names will take place at 
5:30 PM Mass on Friday, September 11th 

Remember 9/11  

On Friday, September 11th we mark the 
anniversary of the most devastating terror 
attack on US soil. These tragic events and the 
ensuing war on terrorism changed our world 
forever.  At the 5:30 PM Mass on Friday we will 
read the names of those  who died from our 
parish.  Every Mass gives us the assurance that 
God is still God.  May God be with us now and 
forevermore, even through the darkest of 
nights.  
 
We remember:  Thomas Ashton,  
Robert Baierwalter, Michael J. Cahill,  
Kevin Donnelly, Keith Fairben, Robert Foti,  
Kevin James Hannaford, Charles Heeran, 
Thomas Holohan, Michael Patrick Iken, Robert 
Jordan, Thomas Kuveikis,  
Peter Langone, Thomas Langone,  
Alan Lederman, Thomas Mahon,  
John Maloney, Joseph Maloney,  
Patrick McGuire, Ann McGovern,  
Chuck Mendez, Mary Murphy-Boffa,  
Peter J. Owens, Jr., Lawrence Virigilio, 
Donna Wilson and John Wright. 

Remember, O Lord,  
those who suffer the loss of loved ones … 
Remember all who have died  
in the conflict with terrorism … 
Remember those who are still filled  
with fear or anger. 
Remember this nation … 
Stir your Church to declare your peace  
where there is hatred … 
 
During the Holocaust in Nazi Germany an 
inscription was found on the wall of a dark, 
windowless cellar penned by the hand of an 
unidentified Jewish person who was living there 
in hiding. The inscription read:  ‘I believe in the 
sun, even when it is not shining,  I believe in love, 
even when feeling it not,  I believe in God, even 
when God is silent.’   
What a great statement of faith in God and in 
the goodness of life in the midst of darkness.   
At the end of the day on September 11, 2020, 
may we be able to pray for and envision world 
peace once again; may God help us do our part 
to help make it come true.   







 GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  Please 

visit this webpage throughout the year 

for ongoing updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program will be a blended program for 

the upcoming school year, which will 

include children working at home 

under the direction of their parents, 

supported by catechists and the Faith 

Formation Office plus small Church 

Gatherings where children will come 

together in the church while remaining 

socially distant.  Parents were sent 

emails explaining the details of the 

program..  Children must be registered 

to participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 1 

through grade 8.  Each grade must be 

successfully completed in order to 

move to the next grade.  

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please check the Faith 

Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know 

any Catholic families with 1st grade 

children, who attend public school, 

please pass on this information or ask 

them to call the Faith Formation Office 

at (516)746-6585 x404.  A copy of the 

child’s Baptismal certificate is required 

for all 1st grade children.  Preparation 

for First Communion is a two year 

process.  Children must complete both 

grades 1 and 2 in the Religious 

Education program in order to be 

properly prepared for the Sacraments 

of Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion at the end of grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before registering 

for this program. 

 

Catechists Needed:  Catechists are 

needed for the Multisensory Program.  

If you can help, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office  

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with 

children?  Are you possibly considering 

a career goal working closely with 

children and families?  Are you looking 

for opportunities to have an ongoing 

service experience?  If you can answer 

“yes” to any of these questions or you 

are curious to learn more about 

actively assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith 

Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x405 or contact the Director at x406. 

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents received email 

notifications regarding their children’s 

assigned Confirmation dates and times.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office if you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation were due on August 21st.  

These forms must be submitted to the 

Faith Formation Office as soon as 

possible as they are necessary for 

Confirmation this Fall. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made 

available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 



Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

FAMILY MASS 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available 

every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to    

pandemic concerns, these materials can 

be used at home.  Take a few minutes to 

stop by the church to pick them up for 

home use.  Please do not leave them in 

the church. 

Today is the Twenty Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week, we have been 

focusing on a Word of the Week to help 

link the Gospel to Family Life.  This 

week’s word of the Week is PEACE.  

Place the word PEACE on the 

refrigerator as a reminder throughout 

the week.   

In Today’s Gospel, (Matthew 18:15-20), 

Jesus gives us a clear “blueprint” of how 

we should interact with one another, 

especially during times of conflict.  

Jesus instructs His disciples about what 

to do when someone sins against them.  

Jesus’ three step plan is that first, we 

must try to go to the person who 

offended us and point out the offense.  

Perhaps we also need to listen carefully 

to what that person is saying.  If the 

person is sorry for his/her offense 

against us, then we have actually 

helped that person to recognize 

wrongdoing.  If the offending person 

will not listen to us, then we should get 

some additional help from others.  This 

could be in the form of advice from 

someone who may have more wisdom 

than we do or someone who cares 

about both parties.  Perhaps we could 

have that person(s) accompany us in a 

second attempt at having the offender 

recognize his/her wrong actions.  The 

final step would be to go to the church.  

Jesus was telling the disciples to seek 

the help of the community in whatever 

form applies to the situation.  If the 

offending person still refuses to 

acknowledge wrongdoing, then we still 

must pray for that person asking God to 

help the offending person to recognize 

his/her wrongdoing. 

Jesus’ three step plan is a perfect model 

for use in every day family life.  

Conflicts within the family are as 

certain as night is to day.  Being part of 

a family does not eradicate the 

individuality of each person’s response 

to negative situations.  At any age, 

learning how to cherish living in peace 

does not necessarily eliminate conflict 

either.   

When children learn how to bring their 

understanding and relationship with 

Jesus into the natural conflicts of daily 

living, they become stronger in 

knowing who they are and what they 

should stand for.  They also learn how 

to be peacemakers without 

compromising what is right.  Within a 

family, it is probable that most conflicts 

among children are relatively minor 

even though they may seem major 

between the “fighting” parties.  Parents 

and other caregivers can provide help 

by consistently bringing children into a 

place of dialogue and reflection.  

Reflection on one’s behavior is the basis 

of Examination of Conscience and 

moral development.  Productive 

dialogue builds confidence, empathy 

and self-esteem.  Using “buzz” 

questions like, “What would Jesus do?” 

helps children to discern who is at fault 

and how to make good choices.   

Of course, the step after recognition in a 

conflict situation is acknowledgement 

of wrongdoing and forgiveness freely 

given by the one who was offended.  

Doesn’t this sound like the “training 

camp” for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation?  The family is the 

perfect setting for developing a 

sensitivity to the promptings of the 

Holy Spirit and experiencing a peace 

that can only be found in God.  

Integrating spiritual skills will help 

children and the whole family to grow 

into vibrant Catholics who are living 

active lives as effective peacemakers.   

Capture those every day conflict 

moments this week.  Review Jesus’s 

three step plan with both sides in 

conflict situations.  Work toward 

peaceful outcomes and then remember 

to bring those little victories to family 

prayer at the dinner table, the place 

where we break bread!  With older 

children, take conflict situations a little 

further and acknowledge their growing 

independence.  Remind preteens and 

teens that because of their relationship 

and knowledge of Jesus, they can be 

effective peacemakers even when a 

parent is not present to “coach” them.  

For younger children, celebrate conflict 

resolution with lots of joy.  Help them 

learn to use the word PEACE in their 

growing vocabularies.  Words are 

powerful!  Finally, shower children 

with praise as they grow into a deeper 

understanding of what it means to live 

in peace. 
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Do Children Have First Amendment 

Rights in Public Schools?  Part 2 

 

Yes!  "In every case defending students' 

rights to pray, the students have 

prevailed.  Even teachers have the right 

to pray in school," said Brad Dacus, 

President of Pacific Justice Institute. 

(1)   

"The First Amendment does not 

require students to leave their religion 

at the schoolhouse door.  If students 

can wear T-shirts advertising sports 

teams or rock groups, they can also 

wear T-shirts that promote religion...," 

said President Bill Clinton in 

1995.  "Nothing in the First 

Amendment converts our public 

schools into religion-free zones..."(2) 

 

Pres. Clinton directed the Dept. of 

Education to develop a set of guidelines 

entitled Religious Expression in Public 

Schools to be sent to every 

superintendent in the country with the 

purpose of ending confusion regarding 

students' rights to live their faith. 

 

It's important that students, parents, 

teachers, and administrators know 

these rights: 

*  Students may read their Bible or 

other scriptures & say grace before 

meals. 

*  Students may express their beliefs 

about religion in homework, art or 

written work. 

*  Students may organize prayer groups 

and religious clubs before & after 

school. 

*  Students may engage in individual & 

group prayer and religious discussion 

*  Schools may teach about religion but 

may not provide religious instruction. 

  

On Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 

2020, President Trump reiterated 

these rights by updating the guidelines 

and approving plans to streamline and 

mandate a federal complaint process 

that students can use to alert 

authorities when they've been 

discriminated against.  "We will not let 

anyone push God from the public 

square... We call this the right to 

pray...There is nothing more important 

than that I would say."(3) 

 

"Too many misinterpret a separation of 

church & state as an invitation to 

separate people from their faith," said 

Education Secretary DeVos. "In reality 

our Constitution doesn't exist to 

protect us from religion, it exists to 

protect religion from government."  (4) 

(legaltopray.com,(1)(2); 

AmericanMinute.com(3); 

thought.com,3/29/19; info@cffor.org; 

npr.org, 1/16/20; abcnews.go.com, 

1/17/20(3)(4) 

 

Be Silent No More! 

  

"We have become certain of two 

things:  religious freedom is under 

attack, and we will not cease our 

struggle to protect it."   - Cardinal 

Timothy Dolan, 2012 

 

Elected officials and their staff listen to, 

read and tabulate citizens' concerns 

and opinions when making decisions 

for their state and for the country.  Do 

not be silent.  Please contact one or 

more Senator or Congressman each 

week to encourage them to share your 

values.  Call Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office.  Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov   Find 

Senator's email at www.senate.gov  

 

"Our contest is not only whether we 

ourselves shall be free, but whether 

there shall be left to mankind an 

asylum for civil and religious liberty."  - 

Samuel Adams 

  

 

Apostles, usually just referred to 

as Acts, is the fifth book of the New 

Testament, and completes, with the 

four Gospels, the history portion of it. 

Rather like the first five books of the 

Old Testament, the Torah, it is essential 

to everything that follows, providing its 

base and giving it meaning. Like most 

of the New Testament, it was written in 

Greek. While not universally accepted 

by scholars, the general opinion is that 

it was written by the same person, 

traditionally named Luke, a companion 

of St. Paul, who wrote the third Gospel 

and dates to roughly 85 A.D. Indeed, it 

picks up where that Gospel left off, and 

both Luke’s Gospel and Acts begin in 

similar fashion, addressing what 

follows to Theophilus, literally “friend 

of God” who may have been a specific 

person, but more likely was generic, 

referring to anyone fitting that 

description, including us. The first 

known use of the title "Acts of the 

Apostles" was by Irenaeus in the late 

2nd century. There may have been 

earlier unknown uses of the title, but it 

did not come from the author, whose 

work was untitled and only used the 



word pra xeis (deeds, acts) 

once in the text and even 

there it does not refer to the 

apostles but to deeds of 

followers of the apostles. 

Unlike the Gospels, there are 

no known sources similar to 

those understood to have 

influenced them, although 

there is speculation about 

statements in Acts about 

eyewitness(es), which leads to 

the possibility of something 

like diaries or oral traditions. 

The author was obviously 

familiar with some of Paul’s 

letters, and much of Acts is in 

agreement with some of the 

descriptions contained in 

them, although there are also 

some disagreements which may be a 

result of different copies of the letters 

and/or smoothing over some internal 

disputes.  

Basically, Luke tells us he is writing to 

demonstrate the truth of what Jesus 

did, Who He is, and how what He did 

has led to the development of the 

Church. In doing so, Acts answers the 

theological question of how the 

Messiah of the Jews came to have an 

overwhelmingly non-Jewish church, 

due, at least in part, to the fact that the 

message of Christ was sent to the 

Gentiles as a result of its rejection by 

the Jewish authorities. The description 

of how this happened is covered in two 

parts. The first 15 chapters of Acts deal 

mainly with the development of the 

Church from its Jewish roots centered 

in Jerusalem, beginning with the 

account of the descent of the Holy 

Spirit on 

the Apostles at Pentecost (interpreted 

as the birth of the church), which 

serves as the introduction to Luke’s 

central theme, the spread of 

Christianity under the guiding 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This is 

followed by many descriptions in Acts 

which parallel those of Luke’s Gospel. 

Miracles performed by the apostles, 

declarations of fulfilled prophesies, 

initial favorable reception in Jerusalem 

followed by rejection by the Jewish 

authorities, and then persecution, 

relate similar stories in almost the 

same sequence in both books, which 

provides continuity, but, more 

important, demonstrates the constant 

truth behind what Luke describes. This 

takes the reader through the expansion 

to Samaria and beyond, the conversion 

of Paul, and that of Cornelius, the 

Gentile, and the formation of the 

church in Antioch. Then over the last 

13 chapters, the mission to the Gentiles 

spreads from Antioch, is confirmed in 

Jerusalem, and ends in Rome, mostly 

tracing the actions of Paul and a few 

other fellow evangelists. By the end of 

Acts, the transfer of the center of the 

new Church to Rome, the center of the 

Gentile world, is complete, and the 

Church has become a world-wide faith, 

not a Jewish sect. 

As in Luke’s Gospel, Acts devotes a 

great deal of attention to women (e.g. 

Sapphira, Tabitha, Lydia, Priscilla), the 

poor, oppressed, and, especially, to the 

Holy Spirit, Who uses various methods 

to move the church forward. For Luke, 

the Holy Spirit is the driving force 

behind the spread of the Christian 

message, and he places more emphasis 

on that than do any of the other 

evangelists. The Spirit is "poured out" 

at Pentecost, on the first Samaritan and 

Gentile believers, and on disciples who 

had previously been baptized only with 

water by John the Baptist, each time as 

a sign of God's approval. The Holy 

Spirit represents God's power; through 

the Holy Spirit, the disciples are given 

speech to convert thousands in 

Jerusalem, forming the first church, and 

all subsequent growth is under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

To summarize, Acts certainly is our 

most comprehensive history of the 

earliest days of the Church. Without 

Acts, a picture of the primitive Church 

would be impossible to reconstruct; 

with it, the New Testament letters of St. 

Paul are far more intelligible. And 

without Acts, the critical role of the 

Holy Spirit, so central to the Church, 

would be much harder to understand. 

So Luke has fulfilled his promise to 

Theophilus, and us.  












