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CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 9/13/20 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 101. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms is on vacation 

 

Visiting Priest 

Rev. Kevin Cronin 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Lucy P. Mathews 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM James Laverty 
Fr. Kevin 12:30 PM Maxim Simicich 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM George F. Cassin (25th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15  OUR LADY OF SORROWS 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Father Ed Sheridan 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Anne Arcario 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Tom Clark (Anniversary Rem.) & Mary Ann Elliot 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16  SAINTS CORNELIUS AND CYPRIAN 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Steve Mobilio (Birthday) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Kathleen Connelly (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Michael George Pepe (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 5:30 PM Diane T. Coppolo (Birthday Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 24  
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Francesco Vitale (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Eleanor Kelly (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM James J. Robinson (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Clara Hanlon (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 24 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM John Park (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Philip Calvin Amico (8th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Philip Calvin Amico (8th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Assunta Cotroneo (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 24 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Michael Herron (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  John & Gregg Fiore 
    Daniel Kopetic (6th Anniversary Rem.) 
    James Tennis (20th Anniversary Rem.) 
    John & Rita Martin 
    Theresa Gamble 
    Peter & Marie Tedesco 
Fr. Kevin 7:30 PM Eileen Flynn  
   
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Kevin 7:30 AM Hugh Thomas O’Shea     
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Richard Carter (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 AM James G. Brassill (24th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM Edward Ratte (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Susan Cleary 
    Thomas Joseph Moschetto 
    Angela Murphy 
    Angeline Castagna (5th Anniversary Rem.)  
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 

“LORD, IF MY 

BROTHER 

SINS 

AGAINST ME, 

HOW OFTEN 

MUST I 

FORGIVE? 

AS MANY AS 

SEVEN 

TIMES?”  

 

JESUS 

ANSWERED,  

“I SAY TO 

YOU, NOT 

SEVEN TIMES  

BUT 

SEVENTY-

SEVEN 

TIMES.  



Today’s gospel is about forgiveness.  

According to Jesus, forgiveness 

cashes out in real life by making us 

friends with God, family and each other.  Forgiveness 

gives us a new freedom to be and do what God wants 

us to be and do.  Forgiveness creates a new future in 

which we live in the sure hope that the peace we 

already experience in Church will one day cover this 

world. 

Friends, family, freedom and a future - that’s what 

God is all about.  

The story is told of President Lincoln who was once 

asked how he would treat rebellious southerners 

after the Civil War was over. The questioner clearly 

expected Lincoln to opt for some form of retribution 

or vengeance.  However he was taken aback when the 

President replied, “I will treat them as if they had 

never been away.”  We can love like that too.   

Too many people believe that God is always holding 

our sins and misdeeds against us. How tragic! How 

demoralizing! Not much freedom there? Forgiveness 

opens up to us a new future. As friends and family of 

a God who sets us free, we now long for a full 

experience to that freedom for us as well as for all 

God’s creation. We know the best is yet to come, so 

we live joyfully and hopefully, sharing the good news 

that has come to us. 

There’s a story about a Church custodian’s discovery 

one Monday morning when he went to clean the 

Church. Instead of finding the usual fare - forgotten 

umbrellas, glasses and bulletins covered with 

children’s drawings - he found something very 

different indeed. In a middle pew on the right side of 

the Church lay a discouraged man’s anger towards 

God. On the back left pew sat a woman’s profound 

disappointment and fear over an uncertain future. 

Further down the pew lay a middle-aged father’s 

feelings of failure. Across the aisle the custodian 

found a young couple’s lukewarm commitment. On 

the front row he discovered an old man’s fear of 

death. In the corner, so small he could barely see it, 

lay a young person’s sins. On other pews he found 

jealousy, bitterness, pride, fear and doubt. The 

custodian was not sure what to with all this - but 

finally he swept it up - all those wounds, hurts, fears 

and sins - and threw them away. 

That story is our story. Or if it isn’t, it can be. Because 

God has forgiven us and made us His friends and His 

family, and freed us and given us a new future.  We 

can walk away from all that binds and shackles us. 

Just walk away. Take this truth to heart. Look into the 

face of God this day and see here His joyous welcome. 

You are forgiven - fully and completely. Past, present, 

and future. You are God’s friends, indeed, His beloved 

children. You are free, truly free to live for God’s 

future now, instead of being mired in the ever-

repeating cycle of the past. 

What will you leave behind today?  

What’s Pastor Thinking 



BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

THOMAS LAFFEY 

Requested by Thomas & Patti 

McCauley, Dylan, Jordan & 

Grayson 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE  

SECOND WEEK 

Nicholas DeBartolo,  

St. Joseph, Coroton Falls, NY 

Taylor Esposito,  

St. Rose, New Town, CT 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

9/01/19      $23,732  

9/06/20    $24,127 (+1.66%)  

 

THIS WEEKEND  

National Collection for The 

Catholic University of America  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ST. AIDAN 

COLLECTION             

9/01/19   $4,665  

9/06/20   $3,096 (-33.63%) 

 

DIOCESAN MISSION IN THE 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

8/30/20    $7,252 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $101,377.15 

Donors 384   

Payments $90,975.15 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

GERALDO PEIXOTO 

REGINA MURPHY 

 

MARY B. DUFFY 

Funeral Mass 

Saturday, September 19th  

at 9:45 AM 

 

ROSEMARIE PAGANELLI 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 19th  

at 11:00 AM 

 

ROBERT HESS  

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, September 26th  

at 11:00 AM      

 

THOMAS BURNS 

Funeral Mass 

Monday, September 28th  

at 10:00 AM  

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Helen Bondurant 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Eileen Lenney 

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 





TODAY IS NATIONAL GRANDPARENTS DAY 



JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

St. Aidan School has reopened.  In order to maintain 

a safe environment and to enable children to have 

more outdoor breaks, the school will be using 

parish parking lots throughout the day.   Daily Mass 

goers and those attending funerals on Monday to 

Friday are asked to park on the street or in St. 

John’s parking lot.  Many thanks to St. John’s Church 

for their generosity in offering us their facility.  We 

thank all parishioners in advance for your 

cooperation. 

 

ST. AIDAN CHURCH PROTOCOL 

UPDATES 

Adapting to COVID protocols has been most 

challenging and we are grateful for your 

understanding. Some of the population is deeply 

concerned, divided, and confused, often motivated 

by fear and uncertainty. Some are demanding that 

we slow down or even shut down again. Others 

demand that we openly defy all regulations and 



recommendations. Please understand that the 

Diocesan protocols published on June 9, 2020, 

remain in effect with the exception of the following 

recommendations and updates:  

1. It is recommended that Churches continue to 

function with alternating pews closed (every 

other pew remaining open).  

2. Reasonable cleaning measures explained in the 

June 9 directives should be maintained.  

3. Protocols regarding masks and social distancing 

outlined in the June 9 directives remain in effect.  

4. Holy Communion Distribution: Some people 

continue to express their reluctance to receive 

Holy Communion at this time. The primary 

rationale for the current procedures for 

Communion distribution is to create two 

separate departure groups. Those not wishing 

to receive could easily depart while the priest 

removes his vestments, puts on his mask and 

sanitizes his hands. Those who receive 

Communion are the second departure group. 

This lessens the number of people exiting the 

Church at the same time and promotes easier 

social distancing inside and outside of the 

Church.    

Since there is no current evidence that Mass 

attendance has caused a spreading of the virus in 

our Diocese, as of the weekend of September 12 – 

13, the following procedures may be adopted:  

 A. Holy Communion may be distributed at the 

normal time during the celebration of Mass.  

 Priests and those distributing Holy Communion 

should put on their masks, and sanitize their 

hands immediately before distributing 

Communion.  

Please practice the utmost reverence for the 

Blessed Sacrament.   

 People are not to “walk away” with the Sacred 

Host.  

 If you receive Holy Communion, you must 

consume the Host immediately.  

 If the minister is masked, those receiving Holy 

Communion can lower their mask immediately 

before receiving the Sacred Host.  

 The Precious Blood is still not to be distributed 

to the lay Faithful at this time.  

 The Sign of Peace is still to be omitted.  

 No one is to wear gloves while either 

distributing or receiving Holy Communion. The 

Center for Disease Control advises that glove 

should only be worn when one is cleaning or is 

caring for the sick.  

 The priest must remove his mask before 

offering the closing prayer and final blessing.  

The use of Choirs continues to be strongly 

discouraged. Hymnals and “worship aids” should be 

removed. Cantors may be used, and people may 

respond to parts of the Mass. But, vigorous 

communal singing should not occur. Likewise, the 

number of assistants in the sanctuary during Mass 

should be at an absolute minimum and socially 

distanced.  

The dispensation from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass remains in effect. Those who are not 

feeling well or who are at risk should be reminded 

to remain at home.  Thank you for your careful 

observance of these measures.  

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The September meeting of the Rosary Altar Society 

will take place on Sept.14, 2020 in the church, at 

7pm.  This meeting can also be viewed online 

at staidanparish.org.  Please remember to 

practice social distancing and wear a mask in the 

church.   The recitation of the Rosary will begin at 

7:15pm. This meeting will include the Installation of 

Officers.  All parishioners are welcome to view the 

meeting online and join us in saying the Rosary. 

Due to Covid-19, the baby shower, originally 

scheduled for the May meeting, will be held at this 

meeting.  Proceeds this year will be donated to 

Regina Residence/Mary’s House.   

Regina Residence houses up to 16 residents, any 

combination of pregnant or parenting mothers and 



babies.  Mary’s House is the home for two mothers 

with their children. 

Suggestions:  Handmade items, clothing, baby care 

items and gift cards (Kohl’s, Bed’ Bath and Beyond, 

Stop and Shop, Target, Walgreens and 

Walmart).  Cash donations (checks made payable to 

Regina Residence) are always appreciated. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting and would 

like to contribute, you may drop off the items or 

mail check to Rae Carramanica at 162 Cushing 

Avenue, Williston Park 11596.  For further 

information, call Rae at (516) 248-0914. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, September 18 from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDON 

Rosary in the St. Francis Garden 

September 16 after 5:30 PM Mass 

  

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy 

comayu27@gmail.com for drop off point. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; 

it is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the sacred heart 

chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:    Coffee, laundry detergent, Clorox 

wipes, toothbrushes and snacks 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).    

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Children attending St. Aidan School will receive 

First Holy Communion on Saturday, October 3rd at 

11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.  Tickets for attendance will 

be issued to each family.  Services will be 

livestreamed on staidanparish.org and on 

Facebook. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for 

baptism may now attend a baptism class.  The next 

class is on Sunday October 11th.  Please contact the 

rectory office. 

 

RCIA SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

Congratulations to all the candidates who will 

receive the sacraments of initiation at the 7:30 PM 

Mass on Saturday, September 12th.  We welcome 

Samantha Chu, Samantha Ferazzolo, Elvin Polanco 

and Daniel Wloski into full communion in the 

Church. 

 

DEACON ORDINATION AND MASS OF 

THANKSGIVING 

Mr. Jerry Magaldi will be ordained a Deacon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd at St. Agnes Cathedral.  

Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Aidan at 12:00 PM on 

Sunday, September 27th.  Reception after in St. 

Aidan Gym. 

 



CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"! 

To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience 

called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This 

Enrichment Experience will meet via Zoom for 

seven sessions on Monday evenings September 14 

to October 26 from 7-9:30 PM.  Couples will explore 

their individual personality styles, improve 

listening and communication skills, understand 

God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to 

keep their relationship a priority. Registration is 

limited and a $100 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John & Toni 

Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football has upgraded its website so 

that online registration for the Fall 2020 Season is 

available at www.mineolapal.org.  The sign up is for 

flag (5 and 6 year olds).  The registration fee for flag 

is $60 but we have turned off the payment feature 

at this time.  We just want to register children to 

know who wants to play so we are ready for a Fall 

Flag Football Season.  For those unable to register 

online, we will be having a walk in football 

registration at the Mineola PAL Field House located 

on 2nd Street and Willis Avenue on Monday 

September 14th from 8:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  

Practices start on Monday September 21st and the 

games begin on Sunday September 27th. 

 

BISHOP BARRES’ PASTORAL 

LETTER, EVANGELIUM VITAE: A 

GOSPEL OF LIFE FOR TODAY.  

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul’s 

encyclical, Evangelium Vitae was a most timely and 

important proclamation of the inviolability and 

dignity of every human life. In it, he identified the 

contemporary attacks on the dignity of human life, 

explained Catholic moral teaching on life issues, 

and proposed a vision for building a culture of life, 

while emphasizing the inimitable role of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the most holy Mother of Our 

Lord, and indeed, our Mother, too.  In this 25th 

anniversary year of Evangelium Vitae, Bishop 

Barres’ has issues a beautiful letter to the people of 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre and beyond.  Our 

hope is that it will usher in a renewed passion to 

restore our culture to one that values all human 

life. These are difficult times, to be sure, but we 

have hope! 

It is particularly fitting that Evangelium Vitae: A 

Gospel of Life for Today is issued as the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 

announced that October, Respect Life Month, begins 

the year-long theme “Live the Gospel of Life,” 

during which we will more deeply explore the 

Church’s teachings on human life and how we can 

more faithfully follow Christ’s example.  We 

strongly and proudly encourage you to read and re-

read this pastoral letter as we believe it will help 

you to understand and embrace the genuine 

treasure Pope St. John Paul gave us in Evangelium 

Vitae. It is no coincidence that it is the predominant 

influence shaping the direction and breadth of the 

Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics—as you 

may have noticed already in our updated mission 

statement.  

Evangelium Vitae: A Gospel of Life for Today will 

enrich your life, for the first step to live the Gospel 

of Life, is to know the Gospel of Life. In these times, 

God is calling each of us to serve Him in building a 

civilization of love and life. Let us each respond 

with a resounding, “YES!”   

 

FREE COVID-19 ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has teamed up with 

Northwell Health to help keep our community safe.  

To schedule an appointment, call 516-821-2500. 











 GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION HAS 

ITS OWN PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  Please 

visit this webpage throughout the year for 

ongoing updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program will be a blended program for the 

upcoming school year, which will include 

children working at home under the 

direction of their parents, supported by 

catechists and the Faith Formation Office 

plus small Church Gatherings where 

children will come together in the church 

while remaining socially distant.  Parents 

were sent emails explaining the details of 

the program..  Children must be registered 

to participate.  Children attending public 

schools are expected to participate in 

Religious Education classes every school 

year from grade 1 through grade 8.  Each 

grade must be successfully completed in 

order to move to the next grade.  Materials 

will be distributed on September 21, 22, 

and 23 from 3:30PM to 6:30PM in the back 

parking lot of the upper school building.  

We ask parents to enter the parking lot via 

Winthrop Street and exit onto Birmingham 

Place..  A Drive Thru station will be set-up.  

Additional Drive-Thru days will be added 

the following week should any of the 

originally scheduled dates have inclement 

weather.  Parents are receiving emails with 

more information. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  Welcome 

to the Religious Education Program!  Please 

check the Faith Formation webpage on the 

staidanparish.org website.  If you know any 

Catholic families with 1st grade children, 

who attend public school, please pass on 

this information or ask them to call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-6585 

x404.  A copy of the child’s Baptismal 

certificate is required for all 1st grade 

children.  Preparation for First Communion 

is a two year process.  Children must 

complete both grades 1 and 2 in the 

Religious Education program in order to be 

properly prepared for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 

at the end of grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  St. 

Aidan’s has had a multisensory Religious 

Education program for over ten years.  This 

program uses creative teaching techniques 

and smaller class ratios to serve children 

who learn better in such an environment.  

For further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before registering for 

this program. 

 

Catechists Needed:  Catechists are needed 

for the Multisensory Program.  If you can 

help, please contact the Faith Formation 

Office  

 

Student Aides:  Are you a high school 

student who enjoys working with children?  

Are you possibly considering a career goal 

working closely with children and families?  

Are you looking for opportunities to have 

an ongoing service experience?  If you can 

answer “yes” to any of these questions or 

you are curious to learn more about 

actively assisting in the Multisensory 

Program, please call the Faith Formation 

Office at (516)746-6585 x405 or contact 

the Director at x406. 

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  The 

Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and November 

7th.  Parents received email notifications 

regarding their children’s assigned 

Confirmation dates and times.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office if you 

have not received this information.  Please 

note that the Confirmation Registration 

Forms, Sponsor Testimony Forms signed 

and stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation were due on August 21st.  

These forms must be submitted to to the 

Faith Formation Office as soon as possible 

as they are necessary for Confirmation this 

Fall. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google usccb.org 

(United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops) which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, 

which ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the children 

at the Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation Webpage 

includes direct contact information for 

each member of the Faith Formation Office 

Team.  During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office is open 

by appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you have 



paperwork to submit, there is a Drop Box 

outside the building for your convenience.  

If you want to stop by the office, please call 

ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

During this time of transition, the Family 

Mass will continue to provide some limited 

materials each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available every week along 

with the Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks in the 

main lobby of the Church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to    

pandemic concerns, these materials can be 

used at home.  Take a few minutes to stop 

by the church to pick them up for home use.  

Please do not leave them in the church. 

Today is the Twenty Fourth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week, we have been focusing 

on a Word of the Week to help link the 

Gospel to Family Life.  This week’s Word of 

the Week is FORGIVE.  Place the word 

FORGIVE on the refrigerator as a reminder 

throughout the week. 

In Todays Gospel, (Matthew18-21-35), 

Peter poses an uncomfortable question to 

Jesus.  Peter is trying to get a definitive 

answer from Jesus about how many times 

His disciples are expected to forgive others.  

Peter suggests seven times, thinking that 

his idea was extra generous especially since 

Jewish law at the time capped forgiveness 

at three times.  Jesus answer had to stun 

Peter when he said seventy-seven times!  

Seven is a sacred number in the Jewish 

tradition so Jesus was really saying that His 

followers must be people willing to forgive 

others an infinite number of times; 

however, Jesus doesn’t stop there.  He 

continues to speak of the spiritual 

consequences when forgiveness is not 

given from one’s heart.  Jesus’ expectation 

was that His followers were expected to 

forgive even when forgiveness is not asked 

for by the offending party and even when 

forgiveness is rejected by the offender(s).  

This was a huge change from the religious 

and cultural practices of Jewish life!   

We are the recipients of Jesus’ teaching.  

We are really in the same position as Peter 

in that sometimes it is very hard to forgive 

others, but to do it over and over and to 

forgive from our hearts is beyond anything 

that we could do on our own.  The “on our 

own” part is the crux of the message.  By 

virtue of our Baptism and through all the 

Sacraments of Initiation, we have the ability 

to do what Jesus asks, not on our own 

power, but through His power working in 

us.  When we fail to do this, God still 

provides for us through the healing 

sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession), 

so we may experience the forgiveness we 

don’t deserve, but nonetheless, God wants 

to freely give to us. 

This week is the perfect time to include 

some conversation with your children 

about growing in willingness to forgive 

others.  With school opening and children 

being more restricted throughout their 

school day due to the pandemic, 

misunderstandings, hurt feelings, and 

outright arguments are inevitable.  Your 

children may not always be willing to share 

these experiences with you, but they are 

part of being human.  Since you aren’t with 

them in school, look for opportunities at 

home to bring their attention to the 

importance of being willing to forgive 

others.  The general family squabbles are 

always ripe opportunities for such 

conversations.  Use prayer time, especially 

at bedtime, as a chance to coach your 

children in the practice of reflecting on 

their own choices and situations they faced 

during their day.  Conscience formation 

doesn’t start in adolescence.  The younger a 

child begins to learn to reflect, even in 

a very limited capacity, the better!  Try 

to use the verb forgive rather than the 

noun, forgiveness.  Younger children 

are generally more responsive to an 

action word.  With older children, be 

prepared to hear some objections 

about being generous in forgiving 

others.  Young teens are still fairly 

literal and often believe that offenders 

must be sorry and admit their wrong-

doing before they could forgive them.  

Adolescents need to be reminded that 

just because Jesus asks that we forgive 

without placing conditions on the 

forgiveness we offer doesn’t mean that one 

should re-enter interacting with the 

offending person.  Whether to re-engage 

with a person is dependent on many factors 

such as safety.  Adolescence can be intense 

so it takes wisdom and discernment to help 

teens grow into knowing who to “hang out” 

with. 

The well-known Catholic author Scott 

Hahn, described how he helped his children 

appreciate forgiving without conditions.  

He told his children that on one particular 

day, he would forgive any wrong his 

children confessed to him.  Expecting that 

none of his six children would take him up 

on the offer, he almost forget about what he 

said until child after child came knocking 

on his office door.  He had a “light bulb” 

moment because he said over time, these 

forgiveness days became a common 

practice in the family.  He was amazed to 

see how family life improved and how he 

and his wife found themselves apologizing 

to each other and sometimes even to their 

children.  People who are willing to forgive 

quickly notice the overall benefits of the 

inner peace that follows. 

This week’s gospel is a challenge!  It goes 

against our brain to be generous forgivers 

especially when there is no sorrow and no 

expectation of positive change, but our 

Baptism has brought all of us at any age 

into a higher plane of thinking.  Again, the 

family is a great environment to learn all 

about embracing every opportunity to 

forgive.  Resolve to work on this over time 

and cherish the milestones of success 

however small they may seem.  When we 

truly forgive, we become true peacemakers 

for Jesus.  That’s something to celebrate! 
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Constitution Day - Sept. 17 - Join the 

Learning! 

“Preserve your government with the 

utmost attention and solicitude, 

for it is the remarkable gift of heaven.”   -  

Rev. Samuel Langdon, 1788 

In recent decades, many have felt that 

government has departed from the 

Constitution, become less limited and our 

liberties less secure.  Some in Congress 

noted that true civics education had 

largely died out. 

In 2004, under the guidance of Sen. 

Robert Byrd, Congress mandated that 

schools receiving federal funds - virtually 

all of them - must offer an educational 

program about the Constitution on 

September 17 to commemorate its 

signing on this date in 1787. 

This school year millions of parents are 

supervising or monitoring their children's 

academic lessons each day as children 

from grades K-12 learn "remotely" or "on

-line."  Rather than viewing this 

interruption to in-school learning as a 

negative, parents can now join the 

teacher’s lessons with their child and 

become re-acquainted with the "Miracle 

that Changed the World"(1) 

The framers of the American Constitution 

combined the best political ideas of the 

past with an improved science of politics 

that included federalism, separation of 

powers, and checks and balances.  They 

created a form of government which had, 

in the words of James Madison, "no model 

on the face of the earth."(2) 

The moral foundation of the Constitution 

is the principle of equal rights and the 

purpose of government was to be limited 

to protecting those rights. 

 

Many students are encouraged to 

memorize the Preamble to the 

Constitution since this communicates the 

intentions of the framers and purpose of 

the document: 

"We the People of the United States, in 

Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the 

common defense, promote the general 

Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 

Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 

ordain and establish this Constitution for 

the United States of(3) 

 

(The 5000 Year Leap by W. Cleon 

Skousen(1); Declaration of Independence 

& Constitution, Hillsdale College(2); 

Preamble of Constitution(3); 

uscourts.gov; 2.ed.gov; dar.org/

constitution-week; wikipedia.org/

constitution day) 

“…Young Friends, remember that this 

Constitution, thus wise, thus just is your 

birthright…prize it as you ought.  It is 

yours, no human power can deprive you 

of it, but your own folly and wickedness.  

To undervalue is one of the surest ways 

to lose it.”   

   - Arthur J Stansbury 1828; Elementary 

Catechism of the Constitution of the 

United States 

 

 

Commentary on the Readings for 

September 13, 2020 The 24th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time  

The theme of today’s Mass is ‘Mercy’ and, 

more specifically, God’s mercy toward 

sinners. However, when we think of 

‘mercy’ we usually think of it as an 

antidote for some harm done to us or to 

others. It can be physical, mental, verbal, 

etc. but we most often think about it in 

terms of combating or balancing violence 

and we want to settle the score. Now stop 

and look at the above sentences. The 

word ‘think’ is there three times. We 

don’t give much thought to our giving 

mercy and yet, we are always asking God 

for His mercy and are impatient when it is 

not forthcoming as quickly as we want. 

Let us see what the following scripture 

have to say about this.  

The First Reading is from the Book of 

Sirach (27:30-28:7 [130A]). In this 

passage, from the great sage of wisdom 

whom we call Sirach, we have a few 

examples of evil and a whole list of 

antidotes or words of wisdom to rectify 

those evils and avoid others. Together 

these are valuable instructions that 

embody both examples of evil and of 

mercy and he asks us to see where we fit 

into this picture and then sums it up with 

a version of the second most important 

commandment: “Love they neighbor as 

thyself.”  

The Responsorial Psalm is (103:1-4, 9-

12). This psalm is a prayer that anyone 

who has experienced mercy might offer 

after a serious problem. For example: 

Anyone who has made a sincere 

confession after a long time away from 

the Sacrament will feel many of the 

blessings mentioned herein and a great 

weight will be lifted from his heart 

because God looks at the heart of a 

person more than his actions.  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Romans (14:7-9). In this 

short but powerful passage, Paul lays it 

out clearly that we are not here on this 

earth all by our self. Rather, we are here 

to fulfill our part in God’s great Plan of 

Salvation and we must do it in 

conjunction with others. Therefore, we 

must learn to help each other in fulfilling 

all the parts. As Paul says in another part 

of Romans, we are all part of the Body of 

Christ and if one member of the Body 

refuses to fulfill his part of the job, it 

affects the entire Body. Mercy plays a 

great part in all of our actions.  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of 

Matthew (18:21-35). This teaching, 



directly from Jesus, is a great example of 

mercy in action and in refusing to be 

merciful. It is a sad account of a person 

pleading mercy for himself and yet 

refusing to give it to someone else. As I 

mentioned above, we are all here to help 

each other and our final reward will be 

measured by how well we helped others. 

I have experienced people who have shut 

their door to others but say copious 

prayers for mercy and other blessings for 

themselves. This is another example of 

the same situation being presented by 

Jesus in this Gospel passage, and so we 

must learn to: “Do unto others as you 

would want them to do to you.” This is 

what mercy is all about. Something to 

think about during your prayer time this 

week!    

 

Having finished reviewing the first five 

books of the New Testament, we can turn 

to the next twenty-one, the Epistles. 

An epistle, from the Greek word for letter, 

is a writing directed or sent to a person or 

group of people, usually an elegant and 

formal educational letter. Letters were a 

familiar phenomenon in the Greco-

Roman world; they had a set pattern, 

staring with formulaic opening and 

ending with final closing greetings, but 

were expensive, were usually written by a 

secretary, and were not casual, but 

written with a purpose, which was 

covered in the main body of the letter. 

The letters in the New 

Testament from various 

Apostles to Christians are usually 

referred to as epistles. Those traditionally 

attributed to Paul are known as Pauline 

Epistles and the others as Catholic 

Epistles. Christian epistles, both those in 

the New Testament and similar letters 

among the early Christian Fathers, were 

written in accordance with the formalized 

Hellenistic style as is seen throughout the 

epistles, but especially in the case of 

Paul’s letters. 

In contrast to modern letters, epistles 

usually named the author at the very 

beginning, followed by the recipient. After 

the names of the author and recipient, 

Pauline epistles often open with the 

greeting, "Grace and peace to you." 

"Grace" was a common Hellenistic 

greeting, while "peace" (shalom) was the 

common Jewish greeting; this reflected 

Paul's dual identity in Jewish faith and 

Hellenistic culture. Paul usually followed 

this with a section giving thanks for the 

goodness of the community, which was 

an innovation at the time. In secular 

letters, a prayer or wish for health 

followed. For example, see Philippians 1:1

-5 “Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ 

Jesus, to all the holy ones in Christ Jesus 

who are in Philippi, with the overseers 

and ministers:  grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. I give thanks to my God at every 

remembrance of you, praying always with 

joy in my every prayer for all of 

you, because of your partnership for the 

gospel from the first day until now.” The 

scribe (or more correctly, 

the amanuensis) who actually wrote 

down the letter may be named at the end 

of the epistle as in Romans 16:22, “I, 

Tertius, the writer of this letter, greet you 

in the Lord”. In the absence of a postal 

system, the courier may also be named, 

like in Ephesians 6:21–22: “So that you 

also may have news of me and of what I 

am doing, Tychicus, my beloved brother 

and trustworthy minister in the Lord, will 

tell you everything. I am sending him to 

you for this very purpose, so that you may 

know about us and that he may 

encourage your hearts.” In between is the 

meat of the letter, typically beginning 

with a brief statement introducing the 

main topic and then getting into the 

details which are the purpose of the 

letter. 

 

As a group, the twenty-one epistles in the 

NT comprise roughly 1/3 of the New 

Testament.  Traditionally fourteen of 

them are identified as Pauline Literature.  

The other seven are called Catholic 

Epistles.  There is some debate over many 

of them, but seven of the Pauline epistles 

are not disputed: Romans, 1 and 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 

Thessalonians, and Philemon are 

attributed by scholars directly to St. Paul; 

Hebrews does not claim Paul as the 

author, but it was placed at the end of the 

other Pauline letters when the order of 

epistles to be included was determined. 

The other 13 epistles do have traditional 

attributions of authorship, although 

current scholarship particularly suggests 

that Ephesians, Colossians, 2 

Thessalonians and 1 Timothy were likely 

written by Paul’s disciples, which leaves 2 

Timothy and Hebrews as being of 

unknown authorship among the fourteen 

Pauline epistles. They are ordered by 

length from Romans to Philemon, with 

Hebrews added at the end, and most are 

actual letters, but some are treatises, 

lacking the traditional conventions of 

contemporary letter writing which 

contributes to the scholarly analysis of 

authorship.  

 

The other seven (James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 

2, and 3 John, and Jude) are called the 

Catholic letters, with Catholic not in the 

sense of the Roman Catholic Church, but 

with the meaning of “universal” as the 

word applies in the Creed. Most of them 

were not written to a specific community 

or person, as were the Pauline letters, but 

rather apply to the wider Christian 

community. They are also grouped in 

rough order of length, but they keep the 

traditionally named authors together. 

They are all later than the Pauline letters. 

They usually have a greeting identifying 

the sender(s) and the recipients, then a 

prayer generally of thanksgiving, then the 

body, with teachings, often provoked by 

specific circumstances, with conclusions 

regarding ethical behavior, followed by 

discussion of practical matters such as 

the author’s travel plans, then ending 

advice and a formulaic farewell.  








