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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 101. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms is on vacation 

 

Visiting Priest 

Rev. Kevin Cronin O.F.M. 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

bdrago@staidanparish.org  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 26 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Susan Berziga 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Fay Family 
Fr. Kevin 12:30 PM Msgr. Joseph Granata 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Matthew Clark (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL  
    AND RAPHAEL 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Lv. Ints of Vittoria Fellin 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Msgr. Joseph Granata 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Carole Muldoon (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Joseph H. Emken (Birthday Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  SAINT JEROME, PRIEST 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Gertrude Butler 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Sofia Verastegui 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Msgr. Joseph Granata 
Fr. Kevin 5:30 PM Michael Paternostro (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 SAINT THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Father Tim Hirten 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Maritess Cristobal (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM David Colelli, Sr. (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Karen J. Urrutia (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Vincent Pavone 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM William Byron & Kathleen McGann 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Heinz Berger (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Teresa Urna (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 26 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Anna Sondovitz (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Emilio Costa (19th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Robert James Lovdahl (18th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Lou Ann Rogan 
    Joseph Testani 
    Stasia Kraszewski 
    Delores Donato (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan  
  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4   TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Mary Bernard Gillick 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Ann Newbert  
      and Eileen Fingerle 
Fr. Kevin       10:30 PM Chacko Neroth (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin       12:00 PM Anne Amen (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Richard Holecek (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Pauline Mirro (Birthday Rem.) 
    Sal Chimienti  
    Geraldo Peixoto  
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Richard Gerard LaRocca (Anniversary Rem.) 

DO 

NOTHING 

OUT OF 

SELFISHNESS 

OR OUT OF 

VAINGLORY 

 

RATHER, 

HUMBLY 

REGARD 

OTHERS AS 

MORE 

IMPORTANT 

THAN 

YOURSELVES 

 

HAVE IN YOU 

THE SAME 

ATTITUDE 

THAT IS ALSO 

IN CHRIST 

JESUS 



The story is told of a very important 

politician who arrived late at a 

barbeque.  He had had no breakfast 

or lunch, and he was famished.  As he moved down 

the serving line, he held out his plate and received 

only one piece of chicken.  The politician said to the 

server, "Excuse me, do you mind if I get another 

piece of chicken?  I'm very hungry.  I had to skip 

breakfast and lunch this morning."  "Sorry, I'm 

supposed to give one piece to each person," the 

woman replied.  "But I'm starved," he repeated, and 

again she said, "Only one to a customer."   

The politician decided it was time to use the weight 

of his office and said, "Madam, do you know who I 

am?  I represent this very state."  "Do you know who 

I am?" she answered.  "I'm the lady in charge of 

giving only one piece of chicken to each person.  

Move along."   

The perks of position didn't work for the politician 

at that moment, but like any of us, he tried.  Most of 

us feel that if we have any kind of position, we ought 

to take advantage of the perks.  After all rank has its 

privileges.   

St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians presents a plan for 

those seeking happiness.  But be surprised for as the 

world recommends self glory and fame, St. Paul 

recommends ‘self-emptying’ and humility.  Look at 

Christ, St. Paul says.  While Christ shared the nature 

of God, he didn't seek to exploit that equality with 

God.  One would expect, from a purely human 

standpoint, that He would take advantage of his 

unique position and get away from any involvement 

with this messed-up world.  Instead, Christ emptied 

himself, says Paul.  He willingly laid aside his divine 

rank to identify with the human family.   

And he suffered for it.  Born of a peasant woman, 

raised in poverty, discouraged by failure, saddened 

by disappointment, a walker of roads, moved to 

tears, sufferer of pain, knowing betrayal, bearing 

wounds, feeling abandoned, dying a torturous and 

humiliating death—Jesus knew it all, and to a degree 

greater than most of us know.  He emptied himself 

and took the form of a servant.  Being a servant is 

not easy, yet, that is the role that Jesus chose for his 

life.  Not only was that the role he chose for his life, 

he urged it on his followers, suggesting that it would 

give meaning to their lives.  To receive something 

new we, too, need to do some emptying and be 

humble.  Pride is a basic human problem.  Among 

those in positions of power, pride leads to 

destruction.  It was said of Mussolini that "He could 

strut sitting down."  Someone else described him as 

"a solemn procession of one."  And we know where 

his arrogant attitude led Italy.  Adolph Hitler 

appealed to German pride in a similarly destructive 

way.  We may not be national leaders, but we still 

have our problems with pride.  It damages our 

relationships.  Over against this attitude, Jesus urges 

self emptying and humility as the secret to a happy, 

God-centered life.   

What’s Pastor Thinking 



BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

JOSEPH MCDEVITT 

Requested by His Loving Sisters 

 

FLOWER MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

BOB HESSE 

Requested by  

His Loving Wife, Rita 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

FIRST WEEK 

Michael Marotta, St. Aidan 

Christine Ammirati,  

St. Mary’s, Roslyn, NY 

STEWARDSHIP  

9/22/19      $21,599 

9/20/20      $21,765         

  (+.77%)  

 

PIUS X ENRICHED LIVING 

FACILITY COLLECTION                   

9/22/19      $5,899 

9/20/20     $1,719                

  (- 70.85%) 

 

THIS WEEKEND PLEASE ALSO 

SUPPORT 

Religious Education 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $101,607.15 

Donors 386  

Payments $93,404.40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

VERONICA FILIPPONE 

MATILDA CRUZ 

TERRENCE P. O’MALLEY  

ADELMO (DAN) MASCIOVECCHIO 

ROBERT HESS 

THOMAS MAJOR  

 

THOMAS BURNS 

Funeral Mass 

Monday, September 28th  

at 10:00 AM  

 

SAVINO (SAL) CHIMIENTI 

Memorial Mass  

Saturday, October 10th 

at 11:00 AM  

__________________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Ashley Lyons 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Baby Amandamarie Shinnick 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

James Peppard 

Jonathan Viola 

Rizziero Boccia 

Christine O'Gara 





CONGRATULATIONS DEACON JERRY 

MAGALDI  

Most Reverend John O. Barres, Bishop of Rockville 

Centre ordained Rev. Jerry Magaldi to the 

Permanent Diaconate on Wednesday, September 23 

at 2:00 p.m. in Saint Agnes Cathedral. 

Congratulations to Jerry, his wife Debbie and all the 

family.  His son, Fr. Sean, serves as the vocation 

director in the Diocese.  Its most unique to have a 

family where a father and son serve the church as a 

deacon and priest.  We are very fortunate to benefit 

from Deacon Jerry’ service at St. Aidan.  Jerry’s  Mass 

of Thanksgiving is at the Church of St. Aidan, this 

Sunday, September 27th at 12:00 PM Mass.  

Reception after in St. Aidan Gym.   

 

A deacon is a member of the clergy and an ordained 

minister of the Catholic Church. There are three 

groups, or “orders,” of ordained ministers in the 

Church: bishops, presbyters and deacons. Deacons 

are ordained as a sacramental sign to the Church 

and to the world of Christ, who came “to serve and 

not to be served.” The entire Church is called by 

Christ to serve, and the deacon, in virtue of his 

sacramental ordination and through his various 

ministries is to be a servant in a servant-Church.  

 

The other eight men who were ordained are:  

 Terrence Culhane (wife: Eileen) 

Church of St. John Nepomucene, Bohemia 

 Michael Durso (wife: Tina) 

Church of St. Thomas the Apostle, West Hempstead 

 Matthew Faughnan (wife: Eileen) 

Church of St. Patrick, Smithtown 

 Gregory Fewer (wife: Carolyn) 

Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, Malverne 

 John Heverin (wife: Ann) 

Church of Sacred Heart, North Merrick 

 Ronald Lacsa (wife: Rachel) 

Church of St. Martin of Tours, Bethpage 

 George Sprance (wife: Josi (deceased)) 

Church of St. Anthony of Padua, Rocky Point 

 Vincent Sweeney (wife: Sharon) 

Church of Ss. Peter and Paul, Manorville 

 

 

 

JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

 



RESPECT LIFE 

SUNDAY 

Sunday, October 4 is 

Respect Life Sunday.  As we 

celebrate Respect Life 

Sunday, we are reminded 

that the assaults on human 

dignity come in many forms. 

The Office of Human Life, 

Family and Bioethics is 

charged with deepening our 

already strong commitment 

to pro-life activities and 

parish education.  Please 

support this vital work through participation in the 

special Respect Life envelope collection.  Your 

prayers and assistance are greatly appreciated. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

This Sunday, September 27 at 1:00 PM 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, October 2nd from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Sunday, October 4th is the feast of St. Francis of 

Assisi.  Blessing of animals will take place at 1:30 

PM in St. Francis Garden. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  HEALING 

MASS on Friday, October 2, 2020 7:10 PM 

 

WHEATLEY HILLS GOLF CLUB 

DONATION 

Many thanks to Wheatley Hills Golf Club for their 

generous donation of chairs to St. Aidan.  We have 

cleaned and prepared the Convent building to be 

used as a parish meeting center after the pandemic.  

We prepared five new meeting spaces in the 

Convent.  The Wheatley Hills chairs are a wonderful 

addition to the meeting spaces.  When the choir 

returns after the pandemic, they will meet in the 

Chapel.  We are no longer holding meetings in the 

Finamore Centre as we repurposed those meeting 

rooms to become office space for Religious 

Formation and Social Ministry.  Many thanks. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

Items Needed:    napkins, dishwashing liquid and 

Clorox wipes 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy 

comayu27@gmail.com for drop off point.. 



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Children attending St. Aidan School 

will receive First Holy Communion 

on Saturday, October 3rd at 11:30 

AM and 2:00 PM.  Tickets for 

attendance will be issued to each 

family.  Services will be livestreamed 

on staidanparish.org and on 

Facebook. 

 

SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. 

Aidan will be celebrated Saturday, 

October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.   

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first 

child for baptism may now attend a 

baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday October 11th.  Please contact 

the rectory office. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR 

SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of  The Rosary Altar Society will 

be on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 9am. This Mass 

will be celebrated in loving memory of deceased 

Rosarians Eileen Fingerele and Anne Newbert. This 

Mass can be viewed online at staidanparish.org. 

  

LIVING ROSARY 

The October meeting will be the recitation of the 

Living Rosary on Monday October 5th at 7pm, also 

in the Church. ALL parishioners are invited to join 

us either in church or online to recite the Rosary for 

World Peace, Good Health and Religious Freedom. It 

is a very prayerful evening with Rosarians 

representing each bead of the Rosary.   What a 

wonderful way to honor Our Lady especially this 

year.  

 

 

FREE COVID-19 ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has teamed up with 

Northwell Health to help keep our community safe.  

To schedule an appointment, call 516-821-2500. 

 

ATTENTION SENIORS FREE FLU SHOTS 

AVAILABLE 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 • 9 am to 1 pm,.  

Appoinments Required.  Call 571-2661 to Schedule.  

Williston Park American Legion Post #144, 730 

Willis Avenue, Williston Park, New York  11596.  

Sponsored by: Nassau County Clerk Maureen 

O’Connell, Williston Park American Legion Post # 

144, Chamber of Commerce of the Willistons 

Northwell Health.  MASKS AND SOCIAL 

DISTANCING WILL BE REQUIRED. 

 



CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK LAUNCHES 

NEW 24-HOUR HUB 

Catholic Faith Network (CFN) (cfntv.org)  

launched a new 24-hour web-based hub for 

Hispanic Catholics, CFN Espan ol (www. 

cfnespanol.org).  This new hub will serve as a 

central source for existing and new Hispanic 

Catholic content. Currently the Weekly Audience of 

Pope Francis from Rome will be available as well as 

the weekly Sunday Spanish language mass from 

the Parish of Our Lady of Loretto, Hempstead. A 

Spanish language rosary is also available on 

cfnespanol.org.  Catholic Faith Network can be 

viewed on Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS 

TV channel 296, and Spectrum channel 162/471. 

CFN is also available on select cable and satellite 

systems and through 24/7 live stream at 

CFNTV.org. You may also watch CFN on Roku, Apple 

TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by downloading 

the CFN iOS mobile app at the app store by 

searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”. 

 

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS  

The following official appointments and 

announcements have been made by his Excellency, 

the Most Reverend John O. Barres, Bishop of 

Rockville Centre, New York.  

SHARED PASTORATE: 

 Rev. Monsignor Robert J. Clerkin, is appointed 

Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of Fatima, 

Manorhaven while remaining Pastor of the 

Church of Saint Peter of Alcantara, Port 

Washington. 

NEW PASTOR: 

 Rev. Felipe Rufes Vazquez, M.Id., from 

Associate Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of 

Loretto, Hempstead to Pastor of the Church of 

Our Lady of Loretto, Hempstead. 

ASSOCIATE PASTORS: 

 Rev. Roland Paul Pereira, M.Id is appointed 

Associate Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of 

Loretto, Hempstead. Effective September 2020. 

 Rev. Charlince Vendredy, from Associate Pastor 

of the Church of Saint Anne, Brentwood to 

Associate Pastor of the Church of Saint Joseph 

the Worker, East Patchogue. 

 

ST. DOMINIC HIGH SCHOOL 

2020 TACHS.  Exam Perp. Course, September 26th 

and October 3, 17, 24 and 31st.  9:00 AM to 11:30 

AM.    Course fee $250.  Contact Mrs. Stutzmann at 

516 922 4888 ext. 5241. 

 

REGIS HIGH SCHOOL 

Regis High School, an all-scholarship 

Jesuit secondary school for Catholic boys, 

announces its Virtual Open House for 

students and their parents, to occur on 

Monday, October 12th, from 1:00 - 2:30pm. 

To register, go to www resis. Org.  For more 

information, contact Eric Di Michele, Director of 

Admissions Regis H.S., 55 East 84th St, New York, 

NY 10028.  Call 212-288-1100,Ext2057;  edimichele 

@regis.org. 





 GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE 

PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

ongoing updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the direction 

of their parents  supported by 

catechists and the Faith Formation 

Office plus small church gatherings 

where children will come together in 

the church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered 

to participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 

1 through grade 8.  If you haven’t 

registered your child(ren) or have 

any questions, please contact the 

Faith Formation Office. 

 

School Bells:  The Faith Formation 

program officially starts the week of 

October 4th for all children registered 

for Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday classes. 

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please help us to reach out 

to families with 1st grade children 

attending public school by passing on 

this information or ask them to call 

the Faith Formation Office at (516)

746-6585 x404 to register.  A copy of 

the child’s Baptismal certificate is 

required for all 1st grade children.  

Preparation for First Communion is a 

two year process.  Children must 

complete both grades 1 and 2 in the 

Religious Education program in order 

to be properly prepared for the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

First Holy Communion at the end of 

grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before 

registering for this program.  The 

Multisensory program will not be 

starting until mid-October. 

 

Catechists Needed:  Catechists are 

needed for the Multisensory 

Program.  If you can help, please 

contact the Faith Formation Office  

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 

Candidates:  The Sacrament of 

Confirmation will be celebrated on 

October 24th and November 7th.  

Parents received email notifications 

regarding their children’s assigned 

Confirmation dates and times.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office if 

you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home 

parish, and the Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation were due on 

August 21st.  These forms must be 

submitted to to the Faith Formation 

Office as soon as possible as they are 

necessary for Confirmation this Fall. 

 

Attention all 7th Grade Students:  

There will be 7th Grade church 

gatherings on Tuesday, October 6th 

and Wednesday, October 7th at 

7:15PM in the Church.  All registered 

students were assigned to a specific 

session.  All students are asked to 

attend the session to which they were 

assigned as attendance will be taken.  

Participants are also expected to 

arrive at the church on time and wear 

a mask.  Please refer to the Dress 

Code section of the Parent Handbook 

for additional guidance. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 



Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, 

which ordinarily has many of the 

Mass worksheets made available to 

the children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles about 

how to celebrate the Faith at home in 

the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open 

by appointment only.  Please contact 

us with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  If 

you have paperwork to submit, there 

is a Drop Box outside the building for 

your convenience.  If you want to stop 

by the office, please call ahead of 

time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available every week along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins for ages 

3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks 

in the main lobby of the Church.  Even 

if you are not yet returning to Mass 

due to    pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  Take 

a few minutes to stop by the church 

to pick them up for home use.  Please 

do not leave them in the church. 

Today is the Twenty Sixth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word of the Week to 

help link the Gospel to Family Life.  

This week’s Word of the Week is 

ACTIONS.  In today’s Gospel, 

(Matthew 21:28-32), Jesus speaks to 

the leaders of the Jewish community.  

He poses a common scenario to them 

about a man who has two sons.  The 

man asks his older son to go to work 

in his vineyard.  At first, the son 

refuses but upon reflection, he 

decides to do what his father asked of 

him.  Then the man asks his other son 

to go to the vineyard and he 

immediately says he will go; however, 

he does not go.  

There is no doubt that all of us have 

done the same thing as both of these 

sons many times in our lives.  

Sometimes, our words don’t match 

our actions.  The old expression, 

“Actions speak louder than words” is 

true.  Parents and other care givers 

involved with interacting with 

children sometimes experience being 

“called out” by children as they are 

quick to see and often remind us 

when our actions don’t match our 

words because they look to us as 

their behavior models.  Later in the 

story, Jesus also points out that God 

sees the motivation and change in the 

hearts of people when they turn their 

lives toward following God’s path.  In 

other words, God honors the person 

who repents of his/her wrong 

decisions and alters their actions 

accordingly. 

Children can learn many things 

through this story.  First there is the 

importance of obedience by doing 

what they are asked to do by those 

who are in authority over them.  Then 

there is the idea that even though we 

all sometimes make those wrong 

choices, we can repent or change and 

turn our actions around in order to 

follow Jesus.  Finally, we should try to 

have our actions match our words.  

This means that we embrace the 

importance of being true to our 

words and that we avoid judging 

others.  Followers of Jesus try their 

best to freely forgive, help, support, 

and set good example for those 

around them.   Catholic kids need to 

understand that they reflect Jesus 

even at their tender ages! 

This week, capture those every day 

conflicts and take the time whenever 

possible to draw children’s attention 

to their actions.  How are their 

actions matching for example what 

we are praying in the Our Father?  

How are their actions matching their 

words?  How is each family member 

helping the family to live like Jesus 

wants us to live?  (If your school age 

children are involved in full or part 

time remote learning, this can change 

the tenor of the household!)  Again, 

continuing to reinforce the 

importance of growing in an 

awareness of our actions can keep the 

peace within the family and help even 

young children learn and understand 

the importance of repentance.  Point 

out those moments to children and 

perhaps make a family drawing or list 

of those even tiny successes at the 

end of the week.  Most importantly, 

enjoy helping your children grow 

spiritually as well as physically, 

emotionally, and cognitively.   



Commentary on the Readings for 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 The 26th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Have you ever held to a belief in spite 

of its being contrary to the truth? Or 

perhaps you or someone you know has 

said, "I don't believe that; the Church 

says one thing, but I don't accept that; I 

believe differently." Holding onto a 

belief or practice, which is contrary to 

what legitimate authority teaches or 

declares is an indication of 

stubbornness or lack of humility. This 

is brought out clearly in the Readings 

for today where the theme is humility 

of the will and spirit. Let us see how 

this is played out as we read:   

The First Reading is from the Prophet 

Ezekiel (18:25- 28). In this passage, the 

Prophet is restating what he has been 

told by God to tell the Israelites of the 

6th century BC. At that time, the Jewish 

monarchy was disintegrating because 

it refused to be faithful and obedient to 

God. They worshipped false gods and 

followed all kinds of practices that 

were contrary to the Commandments. 

Yet, God was willing to forgive them if 

they turned away from their evil ways.   

The Responsorial Psalm (25:4-14) is a 

prayer in which the psalmist and all of 

us ask God to guide us in His ways so 

that we might not fall into the trap of 

sin. It is not easy to do this because it 

might cause us to give in to God's 

ways; but if we do, verse 9 tells us that, 

"He guides the humble to justice and 

teaches the humble His ways." We 

can't go wrong by following Him.   

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's 

Letter to the Philippians (2:1-11). As 

we said last week, "Philippians" is all 

about humility. In this week's passage, 

Paul is asking each of his followers 

(and us) to be humble enough to "look 

out for the health and welfare of others 

before ourselves." He then goes on to 

give us Jesus as the supreme example 

of humility. The beautiful poem that 

follows tells us how Jesus set aside 

being God to come to earth as man to 

teach us the "ways of God" and of the 

glory that will follow if we do. This 

poem is also the basis for the Church's 

dogma of Jesus' dual nature, being 

both true God and true Man.  

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 

(21:28-32). In this passage, Jesus is 

giving us a lesson on “change of heart.” 

This story is somewhat like the story 

of the "Prodigal Son." Here we have 

two sons being asked by their father to 

do something for him that was within 

their capability and responsibility 

(maybe like cleaning up their 

bedroom). The first son refuses but 

then changes his mind and obeys. The 

other agrees to fulfill the command, 

but doesn't. Fidelity and obedience to 

the Father is at stake here, and Jesus is 

accusing the Chief Priests and Elders of 

being worse than prostitutes and tax 

collectors who will be forgiven 

because they have given up their sinful 

ways. The Chief Priest and Elders, 

however, will not be forgiven because 

they were stubborn and lacking in 

humility in refusing to accept the 

teachings of Jesus even though they 

knew better.   

It is human nature to want to hold on 

to beliefs that we hold important; but 

when faced with an opposing 

viewpoint, we should, for our own 

good, be willing to examine it and 

compare it to what has been our 

accepted belief. In doing so, we might 

find out more about ourselves then we 

thought possible.  Something to think 

about during your prayer time this 

week!         

 

The Epistles of St. Paul, also called the 

Pauline Epistles, are the thirteen books 

of the New Testament immediately 

following Acts of the Apostles and are 

traditionally attributed to Paul the 

Apostle, although the authorship of 

some is in dispute. Among 

these epistles are some of the earliest 

Christian documents we have. They 

provide major insights into the beliefs 

and controversies of early Christianity. 

As part of the canon of the New 

Testament, they provide the basis for 

both Christian theology and ethics. 

Most scholars agree that Paul actually 

wrote seven of the Pauline epistles, 

two or three are of questionable 

authorship, and three are widely 

viewed as pseudepigraphic (written by 

others in his name). The seven 

attributed by nearly all scholars to 

Paul are Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 

Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, 

and Philemon. The authorship of 

Colossians and 2 Thessalonians, and to 

a lesser extent, Ephesians is still being 

debated with some scholars feeling 

that Paul wrote these letters with the 

help of a secretary, 

or amanuensis, who would have 

influenced their style, if not their 

theological content. That leaves 1 and 

2 Timothy and Titus as those viewed 

as not written by Paul, but by others 

using his name. In the current canon, 

and immediately following these, is a 

fourteenth Epistle, the Letter to the 



Hebrews, which, although it does not 

bear his name, was originally 

considered Pauline (although as far 

back as the third century Origen 

questioned its authorship), but from 

the 16th century onwards opinion 

steadily moved against Pauline 

authorship and few scholars now 

ascribe it to Paul, mostly because it 

does not read like any of his other 

epistles in style and content. The 

author was clearly someone who was 

well-versed in Old Testament tradition 

and was familiar with Paul, but it is 

more of a theological homily 

expressing Paul’s doctrine and so is 

unlike any other epistle. There are also 

references to other epistles in 1 

Corinthians and Colossians, but they 

have not been preserved and their 

accidental loss makes us suspect that 

other Epistles may also have 

disappeared in the past. 

The Epistles are ordered by length, not 

chronologically, from Romans to 

Philemon, with Hebrews added at the 

end, and most are actual letters, but 

some are treatises, lacking the 

traditional conventions of 

contemporary letter writing which 

contributes to the scholarly analysis of 

authorship. Most are directed to 

churches, most of which were well 

known to the writer. The exceptions 

are 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, which 

are called Pastoral Epistles, and 

Philemon, the only ones addressed 

to individuals, and Romans, addressed 

to a community with which Paul had 

no direct connection until his later 

imprisonment and death there. 

All of Paul's Epistles were written 

within a period of about twelve to 

fifteen years, between either 52 or 53 

AD and 64 or 67 AD, when he was at 

the height of his influence. None was 

composed before the Council of 

Jerusalem in 48 AD which addressed 

the inclusion of Gentiles, as recounted 

in Acts. Between the date of his 

conversion and the course of his 

second missionary journey (37 to 52 

AD) we have nothing written by Paul. 

But the chronology of his letters can be 

determined more precisely than that of 

the Gospels or the later Catholic 

Epistles by combining their contents 

with Acts and known contemporary 

events, such as the dates of the 

proconsulships of Gallio in Achaia, and 

of Felix and Festus in Judaea. In some 

cases, such as the Epistle to the 

Romans for instance, we can 

determine the place, the year, and the 

season when it was written: he sends 

greetings from persons in Corinth 

(Rom.16:23), commends Phoebe, a 

deaconess of Kenchreae, the port of 

Corinth, and the bearer of the letter 

(16:1); he had not yet been in Rome 

(1:13), but planned to go there after 

his upcoming visit to Jerusalem with 

collections from Macedonia and Achaia 

for the poor brethren in Judaea (15:22-

29 and 2 Cor.8:1-3); and from Acts we 

read that on this last visit to Achaia he 

remained in Corinth for three months, 

and then returned to Syria between 

the Passover and Pentecost (Acts 20:3, 

6, 16). This was his fifth and last 

journey to Jerusalem, where he was 

taken prisoner and sent to Felix in 

Caesarea, two years before he was 

followed by Festus. All these 

indications lead us to the spring of 58 

AD. 

Without going into similar detail as to 

how they were determined, the order 

in which Paul’s Epistles were written 

is: Thessalonians, 52 or 53 AD, then 

Galatians, Corinthians, and Romans, 

between 56 and 58, then the Epistles 

of Paul’s captivity: Colossians, 

Ephesians, Philemon, and Philippians, 

between 61 and 63, last, the Pastoral 

Epistles, but their date is uncertain, 

except that 2 Timothy covers his 

farewell as he approaches his 

martyrdom sometime between 64 and 

67 AD. 

Studying the Epistles with the aid of 

Acts, not only helps us order them in 

time, but gives us insights into the 

growth of Paul’s understanding and 

teaching of doctrine from the early 

thoughts in Thessalonians to the 

maturity in Romans; as well as through 

the detailed discussions of particular 

topics in Colossians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, and finally the farewell 

advice in the Pastoral Epistles. Thus it 

can help us better understand our own 

spiritual and theological growth. 
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Preserving America's Judeo-Christian 

Values - Or Not A Time to Choose 

  

The upcoming elections have been 

described by media pundits as the 

most important in the history of 

America.  We face a clash of principles: 

we will choose between the Judeo-

Christian beliefs of our founders which 

include life, liberty, the rule of law, 

limited government and protection of 

conscience rights vs opposing 

principles reflected in unrestricted, 

taxpayer-funded abortion, extensive 

central government control,  selective 

application of the law and conscience 

rights labeled as an excuse to 

discriminate.  

 

Political operatives try to focus 

our attention on each candidates' 

personality traits with a concurrent 



appeal to thought-free emotions 

instead of providing thoughtful 

analysis of policies and 

accomplishments. 

Informed voters are critical thinkers 

who ponder:  what are the issues about 

which I will not compromise and 

abandon my closely held beliefs?  What 

principles, values, and policies will I 

vote for without regard to media 

spin?   

 

What are the Judeo-Christian values 

our Founding Fathers wove into the 

fabric of the American nation as the 

basis for inalienable individual 

liberties set forth in the Declaration of 

Independence, the U.S. Constitution 

and Bill of Rights? 

# 1.  Faith in God and human life is the 

first gift of God.  This value is primary 

because it leads to a culture of Life, not 

a culture of death.  Americans who 

value life will defend innocent life and 

reject abortion, especially through the 

9th month. 

# 2.  Our Liberty is a gift from God and 

not from government.  "Now the Lord 

is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is Liberty."(2 Corinthians 

3:17) 

(judeochristianvalues.info; The Judeo-

Christian Values of America, American 

Thinker, 9/15/07) 

 

Happening Now:  12,000 Californians 

Pray at Capital 

Thousands of Californians attended an 

outdoor worship service in 

Sacramento in September to pray and 

protest the lockdowns in a "Let us 

Worship" rally.  "The fervor to worship 

God free from government edict and 

societal persecution drove America's 

earliest settlers across oceans and wild 

frontiers to this beautiful land to create 

a new nation built on a simple premise 

that all men are created equal and 

cannot be denied their inalienable 

rights to Life and Liberty," wrote this 

event's organizers.  "But our freedom 

to worship God and obey His Word has 

come under unprecedented 

attack."   (lifesitenews.com; 9/10/20) 

- 

Be Silent No More!  

Elected officials and their staff listen 

to, read and tabulate citizens' concerns 

and opinions when making decisions 

for their state and for the country.  Do 

not be silent.  Please contact one or 

more Senator or Congressman each 

week to encourage them to share your 

values.  Call Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office.  Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov   Find 

Senator's email at www.senate.gov  





The Parable of the Two Sons 
Matthew 21:28-30 






