
 

CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 

October 4, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 101. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 27 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Chandy Neroth (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Stanley Michalak (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Annette Troiano (Birthday Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Vito & Paul Patrick Dondiego  
      and Dondiego & DeVito Families 
  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 27 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Antoinette Sciremammano 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Joe Melita (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Molly Murphy (90th Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Eileen Gregory (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7  OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Antoinette Sciremammano 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Maureen La-O 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Bridget Cronin 
  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 27 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Stanley F. Kowalski, Jr. (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Ann Arcario 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM John Varrone (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Bobby Dwyer (Birthday Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 27 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Joseph Capolino 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Claire Combi (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Thomas Moschetto, Jr. 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Ken Whitney 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 27 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Daniel Lynch 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  Anne Eckhoff 
    Mary Silvaggio (Birthday Rem.) 
    Mary Stablein 
    Jessie Esposito (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Maureen-Healy La-O 
Fr. Ken  7:30 PM Patrick McEvoy (1st Anniversary Rem.)
  
  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken  7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Antonio Machado 
Fr. Adrian       10:30 PM Joseph Keane 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM John W. Fitzgerald  
      (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
    George Kurtz 
    Sue Fleming 
    Jacqueline M. Hender  
    Liv. Ints of Loretta McKay  
      (100th birthday) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Lisa Kelly 

RENEW 

AMONG 

YOUR PEOPLE 

A READINESS 

TO NURTURE 

AND SUSTAIN 

YOUR 

PRECIOUS 

GIFT OF LIFE.  



Today’s story is of 

vineyards and tenants; of 

treachery and betrayal; 

of murder and mayhem!  It’s the second in 

a series of three parables Jesus told to the 

chief priests and elders in the Temple in 

Jerusalem just days before His arrest and 

crucifixion. He was calling the priests and 

elders to account for their stewardship of 

the “vineyard” God had given to them – 

their stewardship as the leaders of the 

chosen people of Israel.  He then gives the 

final warning to them: ‘Therefore, I say to 

you, the kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a people that 

will produce its fruit.’ 

We know what happens next, how they 

arrest Him, and how like the son in the 

parable He was soon to be killed. Killed 

for the message He preached: the 

challenge He issued to those in charge.  So 

they rejected Him.  Not a pretty story, is 

it?  But an all too human one.  

We live in a time when many have 

rejected their faith, some quite openly, 

while many others seem quietly to have 

minimized their faith in Jesus and in His 

Church.  One reason is that Jesus does 

make extraordinary claims, and heavy 

claims on us.  He calls us to believe that He 

is the Son of God in the flesh. People reject 

Jesus because He says things they do not 

want to hear.  Their minds are formed by 

the relativism of our culture and so 

numbers of people refuse to consider 

what Jesus is saying, and they end up 

wanting to do away with Him and His 

Church.   

Faith is not something we can ever take 

for granted. Faith is not accepting what 

Jesus teaches because it agrees with our 

own view of reality and life. Rather faith is 

a surrender to truth, to the truth as it 

comes from God and not us.   

Today we pray for those in public life who 

are attacked because of their Catholic 

faith.  Hostility against Catholics is 

channeled through the media, and 

normally only against Catholics who 

defend their church’s teachings on the 

dignity of life and the sanctity of marriage.  

For example, nominee Amy Coney Barrett 

is regularly subjected with anti-Catholic 

paranoia questioning her fellowship with 

the Catholic Charismatic group, People of 

Praise, her amazing family life and her pro

-life stand.  On the other hand those public 

representatives and politicians who claim 

’I am Catholic,’ but do not promote 

Catholic values, get praised in the media 

for their duplicity!    

We must pray daily for those courageous 

individuals who promote Catholic values 

in the public square.  When our faith is 

attacked, and our values undermined, may 

we be strengthened by God’s grace. May 

we always believe in Him as our truth, and 

then we will rejoice forever in the truth. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

ANTHONY F. BRUDER, JR. 

_______________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

James Peppard 

Jonathan Viola 

Rizziero Boccia 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Roger Sheils 



BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

SAL CHIMIENTI 

Requested by  

Sue Nunley 

 

FLOWER MEMORIAL 

Thank you for all your help. 

St. Joseph’s Altar 

 

CANDLE MEMORIAL 

St. Theresa  

For a successful, safe school year for 

students and faculty. 

STEWARDSHIP  

9/29/19     $21,084 

9/27/20     $25,395      

 (+20.44%)  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION       9/29/19     

 $4,233 

9/27/20     $1,438  (-66.02%) 

 

THIS WEEKEND PLEASE ALSO 

SUPPORT 

Respect Life 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are donating 

online.  Go to staidanparish.org. Click 

DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $101,807.15 

Donors 387  

Payments $93,773.40 

 

Join us for daily Mass from the church 

of St. Aidan at staidanparish.org and 

on Facebook.  

 The Diocese of Rockville Centre announced that it has 
filed for Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code to manage 
legal expenses and facilitate settlements with abuse 
survivors.   

 
 Our parish is a separate legal entity and not part of this 

action.  Our daily operations and the celebration of 
Sacraments and regular parish life will be unaffected 
by the action taken by the Diocese.  

 
 Understandably, this may raise concerns from families, 

employees, and community members as to impact on 
the operations and stability of DRVC elementary and 
high schools. 

 
 Each DRVC school, while affiliated with the Diocese, 

is a separate legal entity from the Diocese, and is also 
not included in the bankruptcy filing.  

 
 Our schools continue to pursue a variety of initiatives 

aimed at stabilizing and revitalizing, The Chapter 11 
filing, and the related legal proceedings will not have 
direct impact on the day-to-day operations of our 
schools.  

 
 The continued employment, salaries, and benefits of 

DRVC school employees will not be impacted by this 
filing.  

 
 Tuition, philanthropic support, parish support of 

schools will, as always, be fully dedicated to funding 
the operations of the schools, and is not impacted by 
the Diocese Chapter 11 filing.  

 
 Some of you may be asking how our Parish will 

resolve any abuse claims that have been filed directly 
against the Parish.  The Diocese has petitioned the 
Bankruptcy Court to “stay” or halt any separate civil 
actions against the parishes.  The expectation is to 
bring all abuse survivor cases under the umbrella of the 
settlement process that will be created in the Diocese’s 
Chapter 11 case.  

 The Diocese will continue to administer health and 
welfare benefits, along with the various retiree 
programs, without interruption.  The funds for these 
programs are held in trusts and can only be used for 
their specified recipients. 

 
 All parish activities and ministries will continue.   
 
 Please be assured that any settlement will be 

determined based on the assets of the Diocese and will 
not include any parish offertory donations collected 
during Mass or contributions to the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal.  Parish collection income will be used for 
activities at this parish.  Again, monies from the 
offertory collection will not be used to settle claims. 

 
 The bankruptcy process should bring closure to the 

Diocese and a release for all parishes from any and all 
abuse claims.  The extension of the CVA has not 
allowed the liability to be quantified at this time.  As 
we move through the settlement process, additional 
information will be available. 

 
 We are grateful that the Diocese, through the Chapter 

11 process will provide each parish with a conduit for 
resolving their individual abuse cases under the 
ultimate settlement process.  We will work with them 
toward the goal of completing a settlement that 
includes a comprehensive and final resolution for 
suffering survivors.  

 
 For more information on the Diocesan Reorganization, 

visit www.drvc.org and click on the “Diocesan 
Reorganization” icon.   

 
The parish of St. Aidan has retained the services of the law 
firm Cullen and Dykman to monitor and protect our 
interests in connection with this matter.  Please read the 
letter from the Bishop in today’s bulletin and the question 
and answer section that follows. 
     Fr. Adrian 



CONGRATULATIONS TO DEACON JERRY 

MAGALDI ON HIS ORDINATION TO THE 

PERMANENT DEACONATE 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

MANY THANKS TO EMMA ROSE BARNETT 

FOR OUR PEW MARKERS 

Emma Rose Barnett, a generous, creative young 

parishioner of St. Aidan made all the green yarn pew 

markers you now see in the church.  Emma sent me 

this email: “The idea for the yarn to separate the pews 

started when a family friend said the blue tape was not 

very flattering to the church.  We started to think of 

ideas that were better and quickly settled on the 

yarn.  I like to sew and saw this as a project that I could 

get behind. My mom and dad were very supportive. So, 

once you agreed and we settled on a color, the rest was 

a labor of love to help beautify the church in some 

small way.  I 

have been going 

to St. Aidan 

church my whole 

life and was part 

of the Angel 

Choir from ages 

5 through 10.  I 

always appreciated the beauty and calm of the church, 

so I guess that was initially behind my motivation for 

the project. I am currently 11 years old and in the 6th 

grade at Willits Road School.  It was nice meeting with 

you and I hope the yarn works out for the church.”   

Many thanks Emma from Fr. Adrian and all in the 

pews. 

 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 

This Sunday, October 4th is the feast of St. Francis of 

Assisi.  Today we remember the contribution the 

Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn have made in our 

parish.  When the Lower School opened in October 

1950, the new convent became the home for the 

Sisters of Charity who served here for many decades.  

It was on August 15, 1955 that ground was broken for 

a second school, the Upper School which consisted of 

six classrooms and a Friary.  The Franciscan Brothers 

of Brooklyn agreed to staff the school. The school 

opened in the fall of 1956.  The enrollment in the 

parish school reached 1600 that year.  We are grateful 

for the service of the religious communities in our 

parish over the years. Fr. Kevin Cronin OFM has helped 

us for the last few weeks.  Today he leaves to return to 

his community in New Jersey.  His last ministry in the 

parish will be to bless the animals on the Feast of St. 

Francis, at 1:30 PM in the St. Francis garden.  Thank 

you Fr. Kevin.  There is always a welcome for you at St. 

Aidan. 

 

CHURCH CLOSED 1:00 PM TO 2:30 PM ON 

THURSDAYS 

St. Aidan School will be using the church every 

Thursday from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM so it will be closed 

to the public. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Congratulations to the children attending St. Aidan 

School who receive First Holy Communion this 

weekend. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.  This year Confirmation will be a prayer 

service. 



MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning 

after the 9:00 AM Mass for a Novena to 

the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 

Mary.  Rosary will follow.  October is the 

month of the rosary. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The 9am Corporate Mass of October 4th, 

2020 is offered in memory of deceased 

Rosarians Eileen Fingerele and Anne 

Newbert.  This Mass can also be viewed 

online at staidanparish.org.  After Mass 

we will proceed to the Lawn of the 

Rectory to crown the statue of the 

Blessed Mother. 

 

THE LIVING ROSARY 

The October meeting will be the 

recitation of the Living Rosary on Monday 

October 5th at 7pm also in the church. All 

parishioners are invited to join us either 

in Church or online 

at staidanparish.org to recite the Rosary 

for World Peace, Good Health and 

Religious Freedom.  It is a very prayful 

evening with Rosarians representing each 

bead of the Rosary.  What a wonderful 

way to honor Our Lady especially this 

year. Please arrive at 6:30. The Rosary 

will begin at 7pm.   

ROSARY RALLY 

WHAT: THE HOLY ROSARY 

WHERE:  St. Aidan’s Church, in the St. Francis prayer 

garden. 

WHEN: Saturday, October 10th, beginning promptly at 

noon. 

HOSTED BY: The Legion Of Mary, Cause Of Our Joy 

Praesidium 

PLEASE NOTE: Everyone must wear a mask or facial 

covering and all must pray socially distanced from one 

another. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:  

Lisa Reali (516)857-7664 

Toni Sanzeri (516)921-1313 

Kathy Meyer (516)414-1066 

 



RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 

Today, Sunday, October 4 is Respect Life Sunday.  As 

we celebrate Respect Life Sunday, we are reminded 

that the assaults on human dignity come in many 

forms. The Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics is charged with deepening our already 

strong commitment to pro-life activities and parish 

education.  Please support this vital work through 

participation in the special Respect Life envelope 

collection.  Your prayers and assistance are greatly 

appreciated. 

 

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in 

Kansas and chairman of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Pro-Life 

Activities has issued a statement encouraging 

Catholics to allow “the Gospel of Christ to touch and 

transform our own hearts and the decisions we 

make.” 

Archbishop Naumann’s full statement follows: 

“As Catholics in the United States, we will soon mark 

our annual observance of October as Respect Life 

Month. It is a time to focus on God’s precious gift of 

human life and our responsibility to care for, protect, 

and defend the lives of our brothers and sisters. 

“This year’s theme, ‘Live the Gospel of Life,’ was 

inspired by the commemoration of the 25th 

anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical, The 

Gospel of Life. Pope John Paul’s masterfully articulated 

defense of the right to life for children in their mothers’ 

wombs, the elderly, persons with disabilities, and the 

marginalized is more relevant today than ever before. 

“Last November, the U.S. bishops reaffirmed that ‘the 

threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority 

because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes 

place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of 

the number of lives destroyed.’ While we noted not to 

‘dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life 

and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, 

poverty, and the death penalty,’ we renewed our 

commitment to protect the most fundamental of all 

human rights – the right to live.    

“This past January, I shared with Pope Francis that the 

bishops of the United States had been criticized by 

some for identifying the protection of the unborn as a 

preeminent priority. The Holy Father expressed his 

support for our efforts observing that if we fail to 

protect life, no other rights matter. Pope Francis also 

said that abortion is not primarily a Catholic or even a 



religious issue, it is first and foremost a 

human rights issue.  

“The Gospel of Life provides a blueprint 

for building a culture of life and 

civilization of love. The important work 

of transforming our culture begins by 

allowing the Gospel of Christ to touch 

and transform our own hearts and the 

decisions we make. May we strive to 

imitate Christ and follow in his 

footsteps, caring for the most vulnerable 

among us. Through the intercession of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord 

grant us the grace to live courageously 

and faithfully his Gospel of life.” 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his 

Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, “Everything 

has its origin in God's love, everything is 

shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to 

humanity; it is his promise and our 

hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal hygiene items 

to the Sacred Heart Chapel in church or 

to the Parish Social Ministry office.   

Items Needed:    laundry detergent, 

sponges, toilet tissue and Clorox/Lysol 

wipes 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social 

Ministry office hours are:  Monday-

Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance 

(across from the church on Willis 

Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless 

warm this winter. Please donate a coat 

or jacket to a soup kitchen that feeds 

185 million meals a year.  Please call 

Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy 

comayu27@gmail.com for drop off 

point. 



CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.   

 

WINTER PRE CANA CLASS 2021 

Saturday, Feb 13, 2021 - 8:30am-4:30pm  Msgr. Kirwin 

Hall followed by a closing Mass at the Church at 5pm.  

Couples preparing for marriage can call the rectory to 

reserve a place. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

EXPERIENCE  

“He dispatched his servants to summon the invited 

guests to the feast, but they refused to come.”  God 

invites your marriage to be filled with His 

graces.  Accept His invitation by participating in a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience via Zoom 

for seven sessions every Monday and Thursday 

evenings starting on November 2 - 23 from 7-9:30 

PM. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee 

is required. For more information or to apply, call John 

and Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit us at http://

www.wwme.org/  

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday October 11th.  Please contact the rectory 

office. 

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION 

The Collection for World Mission Sunday will take 

place October 18.   On World Mission Sunday, we are 

called to be part of the Church’s missionary efforts, 

supporting mission priests, religious Sisters and 

Brothers, and lay catechists who provide loving 

service to those most in need. As Catholics around the 

world, here at home and in the missions, gather at the 

Eucharist around the table of the Lord, let us pray for 

the Church’s worldwide missionary work and offer 

financial help through the Society for the Propagation 

of the Faith for vulnerable communities throughout 

Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific Islands. 

 

FREE COVID-19 ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has teamed up with 

Northwell Health to help keep our community safe.  To 

schedule an appointment, call 516-821-2500. 

 

ATTENTION SENIORS FREE FLU SHOTS 

AVAILABLE 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 • 9 am to 1 pm,.  

Appointments Required.  Call 571-2661 to Schedule.  

Williston Park American Legion Post #144, 730 Willis 

Avenue, Williston Park, New York  11596.  Sponsored 

by: Nassau County Clerk Maureen O’Connell, Williston 

Park American Legion Post # 144, Chamber of 

Commerce of the Willistons Northwell Health.  MASKS 

AND SOCIAL DISTANCING WILL BE REQUIRED. 

 

FREE FLU SHOTS 

( Distributed by Catholic Health Services in 

conjunction with St. Francis Hospital ).  3:00 P.M. – 

7:00 P.M. , Saturday, October 10th, 2020.  

LOCATION: St. Aloysius R.C. Church,  592 Middle Neck 

Road, Great Neck, New York,  Parish Social Hall.  Note: 

Appointments are not necessary. 

 

 



THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE HOST VIRTUAL GALA 

 Please join us on Friday, October 23rd for a special dining 

experience as guests can cook along with Monsignor 

Jamie Gigantiello, a professionally trained chef and host of 

NET TV's popular cooking show Breaking Bread, at this 

year's virtual Dominican Gala. Although we can't gather in 

person for cocktails and dinner, we can celebrate together 

remotely! 

We are proud to honor Suzanne Pugh, RN, Director of 

Emergency Services at New York-Presbyterian 

Queens and Sister Flor de Maria Buruca, OP, founder of an 

after-school program and summer camp in El Salvador. 

The Dominican Gala raises critical funds in order to 

support the ministries of the Sisters of St. Dominic. In 

response to the pandemic, a COVID-19 Emergency 

Ministry Support Fund (MSF) was created to raise funds 

for our frontline ministries allowing them to deliver 

emergency supplies to those in need, expand food 

pantries and meal programs, and provide other forms of 

direct assistance. With thousands out of work in our local 

area alone, soaring food insecurity and vulnerable people 

pushed further to the margins, we need your help to 

continue our outreach efforts now more than ever! With 

your support, the Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville will 

continue to be a lifeline for those in need. 

For more information about tickets, silent auction, 50/50 

raffle or sponsorship opportunities, please contact Susan 

Jappell (631) 842-6000 x 246 or visit: 

www.sistersofstdominic.org/2020gala. 

 First 300 guests to RSVP will receive 2 complimentary 

bottles of wine (shipping included).  Thank you! 

 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OPEN HOUSE 

SCHEDULE 

St. Mary's College Preparatory High School 

Chaminade High School 

Sunday, Oct. 4 - 10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. -  

Our Lady of Mercy Academy 

Sunday, Oct. 4 - 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. -  

St. Dominic High School 

Saturday, Oct. 17 - 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. -  

Holy Trinity High School 

Sunday, Oct. 18 - 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. -  

St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School 







Diocese of Rockville Centre 

Files for Chapter 11 to 

Manage Legal Expenses and 

Facilitate Settlements with 

Abuse Survivors  

Parishes, Catholic Schools and 

Related Organizations and 

Ministries are Not Filing  

 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre 

(“DRVC” and “The Diocese”) 

(www.drvc.org) announced the filing 

of a voluntary petition for 

reorganization under Chapter 11 of 

the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. The filing is 

necessary to manage litigation 

expenses, address disputes with the 

Diocese’s insurers and facilitate 

settlements with abuse survivors who 

brought lawsuits under the Child 

Victims Act. A video message 

announcing this filing from The Most 

Reverend John O. Barres, Bishop of 

Rockville Centre, is posted on the 

diocesan website: www.drvc.org.  

The Diocese believes its current and 

future liquidity will be sufficient to 

fund operations and ministries during 

the restructuring process and beyond. 

Vendors will be paid for all goods and 

services delivered after the filing, and 

transactions that occur in the ordinary 

course of business will continue as 

before. Employees will be paid their 

normal wages, and their benefit 

programs will continue uninterrupted.  

“We believe that this process offers the 

only way to ensure a fair and equitable 

outcome for everyone involved, 

including abuse survivors whose 

compensation settlements will be 

resolved by the courts,” said Bishop 

Barres. “This decision was not made 

lightly, but, with the passage of the 

Child Victims Act, the failure of the 

Diocese’s insurers to honor their 

contractual obligations and the 

number of suits filed to date, it has 

become clear the Diocese would not 

able to continue its spiritual, 

charitable and educational missions 

while shouldering the increasingly 

heavy burden of litigation expenses 

associated with these cases.”  

The parishes and the Catholic schools 

of the Diocese of Rockville Centre are 

separate legal entities and therefore 

not included in the filing. Operations of 

the parishes and schools are expected 

to continue as normal. Some of the 

parishes are named in Child Victims 

Act lawsuits along with the Diocese. 

The Diocese intends to petition the 

Bankruptcy Court to stay (stop) any 

separate civil actions against these 

parishes and bring these cases under 

the umbrella of the settlement process 

in the Diocese’s Chapter 11 case.  

In 2003, the DRVC created the Office 

for the Protection of Children and 

Young People to oversee 

implementation and compliance with 

the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops Charter for 

Protection of Children and Young 

People and the Essential Norms 

promulgated by the U.S. Bishops in 

June 2002. The Office also ensures the 

protection and safety of children by 

enforcing protocols for reporting and 

investigating alleged incidents of 

abuse. Additionally, in 2017, the DRVC 

instituted its Independent 

Reconciliation and Compensation 

Program (the “IRCP”) to provide abuse 

survivors a confidential avenue for 

being heard and the hope of some 

measure of reconciliation and 

compensation based on an 

independent review by nationally 

recognized fund administrators. The 

IRCP continued up until the filing. 

During that time, the IRCP 

compensated approximately 350 

survivors in amounts totaling more 

than $62 million. Participation in the 

IRCP had been completely voluntary.  

“We carefully and prayerfully 

considered other alternatives, but 

Chapter 11 was the only way to 

provide fair settlements to survivors 

while continuing to be of service to the 

1.4 million Catholics in the 

geographical boundaries of the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre,” said 

Bishop Barres.  

In an effort to further streamline 

operations and reduce expenses, the 

DRVC undertook a strategic review 

beginning in early 2019. In October 

2019, the Diocese began implementing 

cost-saving initiatives that will result 

in annual savings of approximately 

$3.5 million.  

Like many other institutions, the 

Diocese has suffered a strain on its 

finances as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Approximately 40 percent 

of its annual revenue comes from 

offertory collections, which have 

dropped precipitously with attendance 

at Sunday Mass.  

In August 2020, the Diocese undertook 

deeper budget cuts inclusive of a staff 

reduction of approximately 10 percent 

of the employees in the Rockville 

Centre-based pastoral center that is 

expected to yield annual savings of 

approximately $5 million.  

“We will work diligently with all 

survivors, creditors and ministries to 

maintain open communication while 

we work toward our goal of 

completing a settlement and finalizing 

a restructuring plan that includes a 

comprehensive and final resolution for 

suffering survivors,” said Bishop 

Barres.  

The Diocese of Rockville Centre 

Chapter 11 case has been filed in the 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 

District of New York. Additional 

general information can be found on 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre 

website at at www.drvc.org. 

 



Questions and Answers 

Regarding the Diocese Filing 

 

What is Chapter 11? 

Chapter 11 is a legal mechanism for 

court-supervised reorganization or 

restructuring of a corporation's 

obligations.  Chapter 11 provides a way 

for a corporation to address its 

financial condition in order to remain a 

viable entity, while continuing day-to-

day operations. 

 

Why did the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre (The Diocese) file for Chapter 

11? 

The Diocese took this action to ensure 

the viability of its ongoing mission and 

charitable services, while it works 

toward a fair and equitable way to 

compensate survivors of sexual abuse 

who brought lawsuits under the Child 

Victims Act.  Ensuring fair and 

equitable settlements with all survivors 

requires the Diocese to manage the 

increasing costs of this litigation. Filing 

will allow the Diocese to work toward a 

settlement with survivors AND, at the 

same time, maintain its mission; 

serving the common good of all.  

 

What entities are included in the 

Chapter 11 filing?   

Only the Diocese itself is included in the 

filing.  Parishes, Catholic schools and 

religious orders within the Diocese are 

not included in the filing.  The Diocese 

of Rockville Centre is a distinct 

religious corporation from the Parishes, 

some of which include Catholic Schools 

as part of their missions.  

Some of the Parishes are named in 

Child Victims Act lawsuits along with 

the Diocese. The Diocese will ask the 

Bankruptcy Court to “stay,” or halt, any 

civil actions against the Parishes and 

bring these cases under the umbrella of 

the process to resolve abuse lawsuits 

that they expect to set up in the Chapter 

11 case. 

How does the Chapter 11 filing 

impact DRVC Schools? 

Parishes, elementary schools and high 

schools are separate legal entities from 

the Diocese and are not filing Chapter 

11. The Chapter 11 filing is not 

expected to have a direct impact on the 

day-to-day operations of our schools or 

parishes. The continued employment, 

salaries, and benefits of DRVC school 

employees also will not be impacted by 

this filing.  

 

Why choose bankruptcy? 

We hope this choice will establish a 

single process to compensate all 

survivors. We believe this offers the 

best opportunity for equitable 

settlements for all survivors.  

 

Why now? 

The Diocese has been named in more 

than 200 lawsuits since the Child 

Victims Act went into effect August 14, 

2019.   It has become clear to the 

Diocese that, to ensure that available 

financial resources are distributed 

fairly, it must mitigate the increasing 

litigation expenses and implement a 

comprehensive and equitable 

settlement with all survivors.  

 

Is the bankruptcy a way to minimize 

your financial responsibilities to the 

victims? 

No. The bankruptcy process will 

provide a transparent look at the 

Diocese’s financial status.  All 

documents filed in a Chapter 11 are 

available publicly, including 

information about financial resources, 

borrowing, insurance coverage, 

investments, pension obligations and 

expenses.  It will be plain to see what 

the Diocese can afford to pay survivors. 

Our goal is to compensate the survivors 

of abuse as equitably as possible while 

continuing with our charitable 

missions. 

 

What happens to the lawsuits that 

have been filed against the Diocese? 

The Chapter 11 filing triggers a "stay" 

that essentially freezes all litigation 

against the Diocese.  The Diocese will 

work with all survivors, within the 

Chapter 11 process, to finalize a 

settlement of the litigation claims. The 

claims and settlement will be part of 

the Diocese’s Plan of Reorganization 

and must be approved by the Court 

before the Diocese can emerge from 

bankruptcy.  

 

Does the Diocese have enough 

money to continue operating? 

The Diocese believes its current and 

future liquidity will be sufficient to fund 

normal operations and services during 

the restructuring process and beyond. 

Vendors will be paid for all goods and 

services after the filing, and 

transactions that occur in the ordinary 

course of business will continue as 

before.  Employees will be paid their 

normal wages, and health and benefits 

programs will continue uninterrupted.   

 

How long will the Diocese be in 

Chapter 11? 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre will 

work to emerge from Chapter 11 as 

soon as possible. Given the seriousness 

of this situation, and the importance of 

dealing fairly with the survivors of 

abuse, we cannot give a definitive end 

date at this time.  

 

Have other Dioceses filed and come 

out of Chapter 11?  

Yes.  Since the Child Victims Act was 

enacted and the window opened on 

August 14, 2019, four of the eight 

dioceses in New York have filed 

Chapter 11. While the New York 

Dioceses are still in the reorganization 

process, many other dioceses across 

the country have, through the Chapter 

11 process, reached settlements with 

survivors of abuse.   



Will my gift/donation to the CMA or 

other specific funds to be used to pay 

legal settlements?  

No.  Gifts and donations that are made 

to the CMA or to support specific 

ministries and programs will only be 

used for those purposes.  Designated 

gifts can only be used for the purposes 

for which they were and are given.   

 

Where did the Diocese file?  Who is 

the judge?  What is the case number? 

The petitions were filed in U.S. 

Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 

District of New York. The judge is the 

Hon. [name].  The main case number is 

[to be provided]. 

 

Where can I find Chapter 11 case 

information? 

To ensure access to all restructuring 

information, the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre has created a link to its 

Reorganization Information page on 

the diocesan website, www.drvc.org, 

which contains a variety of information 

on our Chapter 11 restructuring.  The 

Diocese has also set up a toll-free 

information line for inquiries at (888) 

490-0633. For access to certain court 

documents and other information 

about our Chapter 11 case, please visit 

https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc. 

 

Is our Parish included in the DRVC 

Chapter 11 filing?  

No.  Our Parish is a separate legal entity 

and therefore not included in the 

Chapter 11 filing of the Diocese.   

 

Will our Parish file bankruptcy too 

now that the Diocese has filed?   

No.  There are no plans for parishes to 

file for Chapter 11.   

 

What if our Parish has been named 

in a sexual abuse lawsuit?  Will we 

need to file for bankruptcy to 

resolve it? 

The Diocese will ask the Bankruptcy 

Court to “stay” or halt any sexual abuse 

actions against parishes and bring 

these cases under the umbrella of the 

process in order to resolve them.   

 

Will my donation to the Parish 

during Mass now be used to settle 

sexual abuse lawsuits?  

No.  Monies collected from donors and 

parishioners will not be redirected 

toward litigation settlements.   

 

What effect will the filing have on 

the operations and stability of 

Elementary and High Schools?  

Each school is a separate legal entity 

from the Diocese and is also not 

included in the bankruptcy filing.  

Schools continue to pursue a variety of 

initiatives aimed at stabilizing and 

revitalizing.  Today’s Chapter 11 filing, 

and the related legal proceedings, will 

not have direct impact on their day-to-

day operations. The continued 

employment, salaries, and benefits of 

school employees will not be impacted 

by this filing.  

 

Is there a chance that money for the 

DRVC schools could be used to pay 

abuse settlements?  

Tuition, philanthropic support, and 

parish support of schools will, as 

always be fully dedicated to funding the 

operations of the schools are not 

impacted by the Diocese’s Chapter 11 

filing.  

 

If a parishioner has made a 

designated gift or donation to this 

parish, will that money remain here, 

or can it be moved to the Diocese for 

settlement purposes?  

Designated gifts and donations are 

protected under New York state law 

and cannot be used to settle claims. 

 

Will the Diocese lay off any 

employees as a result of the 

restructuring?  

The Diocese has already made 

extensive budget cuts that resulted in 

the reduction of approximately ten 

percent of its workforce. At this time, 

no additional layoffs are expected.   

 

The Diocese administers the lay and 

clergy pension and 403B funds, 

along with health and welfare 

benefits for parishes. Will there be 

changes in these programs?  Will 

these funds be available to use for 

settlements?  

The Diocese serves only as the 

administrator of these funds. The 

actual funds are held in trusts that are 

not available to any party for reasons 

other than the payments to 

beneficiaries as laid out in the various 

programs. We expect no changes in 

these programs as a result of the 

Diocese’s filing.   

 

Is there a chance that the Diocese 

will sell this Parish or other real 

estate to help settle claims?  

No.  This parish and any real estate 

surrounding it are property of this 

parish, which is a separate legal entity 

from the Diocese.  The Diocese does not 

have a legal right to sell property that 

belongs to a parish corporation.  

 

If our parish has been the subject of 

a sexual abuse allegation or lawsuit, 

what impact does the Diocese’s filing 

have? 

The bankruptcy process should bring 

closure to the lawsuits facing the 

Diocese and a release for all parishes 

from any and all abuse claims.  As we 

move through the settlement process, 

additional information will be 

available. 

Additional Information is also available 

by clicking on the restructuring icon on 

the DRVC website: www.drvc.org. 





 GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  Please 

visit this webpage throughout the year 

for ongoing updates and information. 

 

School Bells:  The Faith Formation 

School Year begins this week for those 

who registered for Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Wednesdays.  If you haven’t 

registered your children, please do so 

as soon as possible.  Since online 

registration has ended, please call the 

Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 ext405 to make registration 

arrangements. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which includes 

children working at home under the 

direction of their parents  supported by 

catechists and the Faith Formation 

Office plus small church gatherings 

where children will come together in 

the church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending public 

schools are expected to participate in 

Religious Education classes every 

school year from grade 1 through grade 

8.  

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Please help us to reach out to 

families with 1st grade children 

attending public school by passing on 

this information and asking them to call 

the Faith Formation Office.  A copy of 

the child’s Baptismal certificate is 

required for all 1st grade children.  

Preparation for First Communion is a 

two year process.  Children must 

complete both grades 1 and 2 in the 

Religious Education program in order 

to be properly prepared for the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion at the end of grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before registering 

for this program for the first time.  The 

Multisensory program will not be 

starting until mid-October.  Parents will 

be contacted regarding their children’s 

schedule. 

 

Catechists Needed:  Catechists are 

needed for the Multisensory Program.  

If you can help, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office  

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents received email 

notifications regarding their children’s 

assigned Confirmation dates and times.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office if you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation were due on August 21st.  

These forms must be submitted to to 

the Faith Formation Office as soon as 

possible as they are necessary for 

Confirmation this Fall. 

 

Attention all 7th and 8th Grade 

Students:  There will be 7th Grade 

Church Gatherings on Tuesday, October 

6th and Wednesday, October 7th.  The 

8th Grade Church Gatherings will be on 

Tuesday, October 13th and Wednesday, 

October 14th.  These sessions will 

begin promptly at 7:15PM and end at 

8:30PM.  Registered students were 

assigned to a specific session.  

Attendance will be taken.  Participants 

are also expected to arrive on time, 

comply with our social distance efforts, 

wear a mask and dress appropriately.  

Please refer to the Dress Code section 

of the Parent Handbook for additional 

guidance. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made 



available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available 

every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to    

pandemic concerns, these materials can 

be used at home.  Take a few minutes to 

stop by the church to pick them up for 

home use.  Please do not leave them in 

the church. 

Today is the Twenty Seventh Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word of the Week to help 

link the Gospel to Family Life.  For this  

week a two word phrase is best for 

capturing the theme of today’s Gospel.  

The “Words” of the Week are GOOD 

FRUIT.  Place the words GOOD FRUIT 

on the refrigerator as a reminder 

during the week. 

The setting of today’s Gospel (Matthew 

21, 33-43) is a vineyard.  For Israel, 

vineyards represented God’s care for 

His beloved people.  The landowner is 

symbolic for God.  The landowner’s son 

is Jesus.  The servants represent the 

prophets, who were sent over time to 

instruct and prepare the Jewish people 

for the coming of the Messiah, the 

Promised One of the Old Testament.  

The tenants are those who would not 

accept God’s gift of His Son.  The 

landowner expected to receive the fruit 

of his land; however, the tenants were 

greedy and wanted to keep everything 

for themselves.  So, they destroyed 

every one of the landowner’s attempts 

to receive what He expected.  Keep in 

mind that Jesus was telling this parable 

to the chief priests and the elders, who 

were the educated “professional” 

religious people of that time.  It is 

remarkable that they answered Jesus 

correctly at the end of the story and yet 

they didn’t make the connection to 

themselves!  The gospel ends with Jesus 

quoting the Old Testament where the 

cornerstone (Jesus) is rejected.  The 

Kingdom of God is given to those who 

produce Good Fruit! 

Today’s Gospel calls each one of us to 

explore how we are being a fruitful part 

of the Kingdom of God.  Children, 

tweens, and teens need to have the 

symbolism of this gospel explained to 

them in order to have this strong 

message come alive in ways they can 

understand.  For younger children, 

their “world” is still very small and 

limited.  Add multisensory dimensions 

such as real fruits, how they come from 

productive trees, how they smell and 

taste, and how they help nourish us.  

This becomes an easy springboard to 

help them see how they can produce 

good fruit by living holy lives even in 

their limited world around them.  For 

older children, challenge them to think 

about how they are accepting what God 

wants them to learn.  Help older 

children by asking them how their 

acceptance of Jesus plays out in their 

everyday lives?  Mention the word 

“cornerstone” from the story and 

explain that a cornerstone was strong 

and enduring.  Jesus is strong and 

enduring cornerstone.  We need to be 

strong to produce the good fruit God 

wants from us.  Older children need to 

become aware of who are God’s 

prophets around them.  Are they 

recognizing them and really listening?  

This type of discussion can also lead to 

encouraging family and individual 

reflective prayer.  Does this sound 

hard?  Actually, when guided, children 

of all ages can age appropriately engage 

in such times of productive reflection.  

The amount of time grows with age!  

Start with very tiny amounts or time 

(maybe seconds!) for the little ones.   

This week, draw and display a large 

tree.  Decide on a fruit and draw or 

paste fruits on your family’s tree during 

the week when you recognize a child 

being kind, behaving well, being 

generous, forgiving, etc.  Older children 

may prefer some type of list.  It is even 

more beneficial when parents include 

themselves on the tree!  It is always 

very positive and fun to see progress 

graphically.  Remember to bring this 

activity to prayer by citing successes 

during extended table prayers or 

bedtime prayers.  Remember the 

family, also known as the Domestic 

Church, is the place where every family 

member learns and grows!   



www.cffor.org 

 

Keeping the American Republic with 

Its Judeo-Christian Values (cont.) 

 

As he walked out of the Constitutional 

Convention in 1787, Benjamin 

Franklin was asked, "Dr. Franklin, 

what have we got, a republic or a 

monarchy?”  He answered, “A 

republic, if you can keep it.” 

  

The principles of American Judeo-

Christian values honor God-given Life 

and Liberty and are the foundation-

stone of our Republic. 

Foundational values include: 

#3.  Since God gives life, all human life 

is especially precious, "The Lord 

called me from the womb; from the 

body of my mother he called 

me." (Isaiah 49:1) 

#4.  Since God gives Liberty, all rights 

such as Freedom of Religion and 

Freedom of Speech are God-given. 

#5.  The Family is critically important 

and the "building block" of society 

with parents responsible for raising 

and educating their children. 

#6.  In a Republic, power rests with 

the citizens and the representatives 

they vote for, thus supporting a 

limited central government. (1) 

  

As Catholics obliged to contribute to 

the public good, we are called to 

support the principles and public 

policies that preserve these values. It 

is our responsibility to think carefully 

and decide… 

 

Am I able to look beyond partisan 

interests and personalities to support 

policies which:  

Protect the sacredness of life at all 

stages 

Assert the right to praise God and 

practice our faith openly without fear  

Support the right to freely assemble 

for prayer and other peaceful 

purposes 

Empower parents to choose the best 

school…public, private, religious, 

charter…for their children 

Ensure the right of Americans to voice 

differing opinions freely, without 

censure or retaliation 

Preserve life and liberty through the 

rule of law and order 

Secure our borders and safety in 

accord with Pope Francis’ statement 

on Jan. 22, 2017, that, “Yes, every 

country has the right to control its 

border, who comes and who goes and 

those countries at risk from terrorism 

or such things – have even more right 

to control them more.” (2) 

 

(judeochristianvalues.info) (1) 

(Catholicmagazine.com, 2-6-2017) (2) 

  

Be Silent No More!  

Elected officials and their staff listen 

to, read and tabulate citizens' 

concerns and opinions when making 

decisions for their state and for the 

country.  Do not be silent.  Please 

contact one or more Senator or 

Congressman each week to encourage 

them to share your 

values.  Call Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office.  Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov   Find 

Senator's email at www.senate.gov. 

 

The oldest Epistle written by St. Paul 

is The First Epistle to the 

Thessalonians, commonly referred to 

as First Thessalonians or 1 

Thessalonians, and is addressed to the 

church in Thessalonica, now called 

Thessaloniki, which is the capital of 

Macedonia in modern-day Greece. 

Note that Macedonia is a part of 

Greece, and recently has been in the 

news since a separate country, just to 

the north, also referred to itself as 

Macedonia. That is now called North 

Macedonia. I mention this because in 

a later Epistle, Paul will praise the 

residents of Macedonia for their 

generosity, and the city of 

Thessalonica was so large and 

important that much of the praise was 

probably directed there, but the 

surrounding countryside may have 

also contributed, so residents of both 

the Greek area and those of North 

Macedonia may be proud of their 

ancestors. The city Paul knew was a 

Greek city, ruled by Rome for over 

two centuries, but left relatively on its 

own. It was self-governing, and sits at 

the north end of the Aegean Sea. It 

was a large seaport and was on a 

major Roman trade route likely dating 

back to the earlier Greek era.  

Most New Testament scholars 

believe Paul wrote this letter 

from Corinth about 52 or 53 AD, 

although there is some evidence that 

Paul may have written it in 

Athens. Paul was well-known to the 

Church at Thessalonica, having 

preached there as described in Acts. It 



was written at an interesting time in 

history, not only for the Christian 

faith, but also for Judaism, of which 

there were several competing 

branches, and the nascent one 

centered on Jesus was just one of 

them. This is before the followers 

were called Christians; it was still 

relatively young, its theology was still 

in development, and it was just 

beginning to add Gentiles. 

As far as Paul’s career is concerned, he 

had only recently parted from 

Barnabas, who had been the senior 

partner at the start of Paul’s ministry 

(Acts 15). Now at the beginning of his 

second missionary journey, he was 

accompanied by Silvanus and 

Timothy, clearly leading his own 

missionary band. This led him to 

Greece for the first time, where he 

made converts in Philippi and then 

Thessalonica, experienced 

persecution from both Jews and 

Gentiles, went to Athens, then Corinth 

from which he sent Timothy back to 

Thessalonica, and Timothy’s report of 

the conditions there likely was the 

immediate reason for  Paul’s oldest 

known epistle.  

The letter is rather short, and, for the 

most part, it is personal in 

nature, with only the final two 

chapters spent addressing issues 

of doctrine. It begins, as would 

become the usual formula for 

Paul, with greetings and 

thanksgiving for the people to 

whom it is addressed. Then a 

brief reminder of the previous 

work done there by Paul and 

Timothy. This takes up three of 

the five chapters in the letter, 

after which Paul addresses the 

concerns leading him to write.  

But how Paul does this is very 

interesting. In addition to 

resolving local religious issues, 

Paul deals in politics: while “Messiah” 

comes from Judaism, the word “Lord” 

is usurped from Rome, where it 

referred to the emperor. “Gospel” 

comes from a term describing 

important imperial announcements, 

so does “Parousia” – the coming of the 

emperor to visit. Paul coopts these 

terms, so this represents an early 

challenge to Roman authority, 

replacing many of its trappings with a 

new Kingdom, which at this point in 

Paul’s career, he and his adherents 

clearly expected to arrive soon: Jesus 

would return and those who 

conducted themselves in accordance 

with God’s will would be saved from 

the wrath, destroying human evil. 

Those to be saved included the 

Gentiles who have now been chosen 

by God to serve the living and true 

God and who will be saved if they 

conduct themselves accordingly: 

avoiding immorality, loving and 

encouraging one another, avoiding 

evil, creating an assembly of justice 

and equality. Paul introduces the 

Jewish concept of holiness to them, 

rather than the Greek concept of 

honor, as what is necessary to be 

saved and this can only be 

accomplished with the help of the 

Holy Spirit.  Finally the letter 

addresses an important theological 

question which had caused conflict in 

the community: will those who have 

died before the second coming be 

included in salvation?  Emphatically, 

yes! They will be the first, and those 

still living will be caught up with them 

in the clouds – perhaps the first time 

the rapture appears in sacred 

literature. It is a new concept for Paul, 

and he uses it to answer concerns and 

calm fears while remaining consistent 

in his teaching about eschatological 

theology (that is, concerning the end 

times). He ends by encouraging and 

reassuring the converts there, telling 

them to rejoice and pray, encourage 

each other, do what is good, and 

refrain from evil, and, finally, he adds, 

as will be his pattern, a prayer for 

them. 

 

To part from the Biblical journey 

briefly, October is both Right to Life 

Month, and Rosary Month. It offers a 

wonderful opportunity to reacquaint 

ourselves with the rosary, and 

provides an obvious intention for our 

prayers. 



The Parable of the Tenants 
Matthew 21:33-46  






