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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 101. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 28 
    COLUMBUS DAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Mary Magaldi (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Eleanor Martin 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Joseph Maloney (Birthday Rem.) 
NO MASS 5:30 PM  
  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 28 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Louise & Sal Arsena 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Edward J.  Murphy (9th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Peter Tedesco (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Sigi Huhn 
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 28  
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Richie Cavallaro (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Julia Daly (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Thomas Donato 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Diane & Joseph LaBianca  
      & Devaney Family 
  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15  SAINT TERESA OF JESUS 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Hedwig Kowalski (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM John Shine 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM David C. Woodward 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Eileen Bloodgood 
  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 28 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM James Mango 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Sue Fleming 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Stanley Niedzialek 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Kenneth Gormley 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Lv. Ints. of Theodore & Maxwell Williams 
       (1st Birthday)  
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM  Ann Milcetic (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Sadie Patinella 
    Rosemary Wilenski  
      (4th Anniversary & Birthday Rem.) 
    Clorinda Mecca 
    Maureen Catherine Shannon    
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Salvatore Daniele 
  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Eleanor Schanz 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Bernice Bellasalmo (5th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon    10:30 PM Philip Calvine Amico 
Fr. Ken            12:00 PM Florence Conlon (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Kozlowski, Porada & Turczyn Families 
    Loretta Arnold (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Eileen Pfreundschuh 
    Joan Durcan (Birthday)    
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 

GO OUT, 

THEREFORE, 

INTO THE 

MAIN ROADS 

AND INVITE 

TO THE FEAST 

WHOMEVER 

YOU FIND.’ 

 

THE SERVANTS 

WENT OUT 

INTO THE 

STREETS 

AND 

GATHERED 

ALL THEY 

FOUND, BAD 

AND GOOD 

ALIKE, 

 

AND THE 

HALL WAS 

FILLED WITH 

GUESTS.   



A  wedding is a lot of work, and it takes 

a lot of planning.  But because it is a 

very important day for the groom and 

bride, they want to share this day with 

friends and family.  Invitation lists are compiled and 

invitations sent out.  The most hurtful thing is when 

some guests don’t even acknowledge they received an 

invitation!  They never send back the little card saying if 

they are coming or not.  It seems the wedding day is a 

lower priority than whatever else they had going on. 

Today’s parable talks about a wedding banquet, but it's 

really referring to our relationship with God.  God 

invites His loved ones to come and celebrate with Him, 

but they have other things to do.  God isn't high enough 

on their priority lists.  He’s just not important enough for 

them.   

We don't often think about God being disappointed, or 

hurt, or feeling shunned or betrayed, but He can be.  Just 

last week we heard a reading from Isaiah in which God 

was upset because the people He'd nurtured and tended 

to like a precious vine turned from Him, and rejected 

Him.  This week He's compared to a proud and powerful 

king who is happy about His son's marriage and throws 

a party, wanting everyone to celebrate, but nobody 

cares.  Of course that hurts. 

God knows the hurt of rejection.  Think of the hurt Jesus 

felt on the cross.  With the crowds He'd been teaching 

and healing; crying out for His blood, His disciples 

scattering in all directions and denying Him to anyone 

who tried to connect them to Him.  And Him feeling so 

distant and cut off from His own Father that He cried out 

in anguish, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?’  Jesus felt that, experienced that, made that event a 

part of His very being.   

Now God is not some lonely character desperate for 

friends; He is a generous and benevolent host, who has 

created something good with the intention of sharing it 

with others.  So those who consciously reject Him, He 

lets go, and He reaches out to others, because what He's 

got is too good to keep to Himself.  He gave us the 

banquet of the Eucharist specifically to provide 

nourishment for us.  Come to the banquet, for all is now 

ready.  Invite others to come.  The gospel tells us how 

‘the servants went out into the streets and gathered all 

they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled 

with guests.’  Discipleship can be difficult.  It demands a 

lot of us.  Our values are different from the prevailing 

values of society.  But the truth is, we're called, through 

no worth or merit of our own, to participate in all the 

good things God has done.  And we are challenged to go 

out and invite others to participate in the joy and the 

feasting and the glory of the kingdom.    

What’s Pastor Thinking 



BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Third Week  

MICHAEL MAROTTA,  

St. Aidan 

CHRISTINE AMMIRATI,  

St. Mary’s, Roslyn, NY 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Friday, October 16, 3:30 PM 

MICHAEL MAROTTA &  

CHRISTINE AMMIRATI 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

10/06/19 $24,344       

10/04/20   $25,005  (+2.71%)  

 

RESPECT LIFE  

10/06/19  $5,027 

 10/04/20     $1,669  (-66.79%) 

 

THIS WEEKEND PLEASE ALSO 

SUPPORT 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

Facilities Management  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $101,807.15 

Donors 387  

Payments $94,423.40 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

JAMES PEPPARD 

VIRGINIA REINHARDT 

SAL CHIMIENTI 

PAOLA GIOVANNELLI 

__________________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Rizziero Boccia 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Roger Sheils 

Rosie Bischoff 



JOIN US FOR DAILY 

MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 

AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

AND ON FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul.  Since I cannot 

at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit me 

to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday 

morning after the 9:00 AM Mass 

for a Novena to the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin 

Mary.  Rosary will follow.  

October is the month of the 

rosary. 

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION 

The Collection for World Mission Sunday will take 

place October 18.   On World Mission Sunday, we are 

called to be part of the Church’s missionary efforts, 

supporting mission priests, religious Sisters and 

Brothers, and lay catechists who provide loving service 

to those most in need. As Catholics around the world, 

here at home and in the missions, gather at the 

Eucharist around the table of the Lord, let us pray for 

the Church’s worldwide missionary work and offer 

financial help through the Society for the Propagation 

of the Faith for vulnerable communities throughout 

Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific Islands. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, October 16th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.    

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday October 11th.  Please contact the rectory office. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 



November 7th.  This year Confirmation will be a prayer 

service. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it is 

his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the sacred heart chapel in 

church or to the Parish Social Ministry office.   

Items Needed:    cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, 

stuffing, cans of sweet potatoes/yams, cans of mixed 

vegetables, apple juice and cookies 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours 

are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

THE GREAT GIVE BACK 

The Library is collecting non-perishable food for the St. 

Aidan’s Food Pantry for the month of October.  Items 

most in need are: cookies, apple juice, cans of sweet 

potatoes/yams, cans of gravy, oil, toothpaste.  

Donations not on this list are also greatly appreciated.  

A donation bin is located inside the library. 

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen 

that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky 

at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27@gmail.com for 

drop off point. 

 

WINTER PRE CANA CLASS 2021 

Saturday, Feb 13, 2021 - 8:30am-4:30pm  Msgr Kirwin 

Hall followed by a closing Mass at the church at 5pm.  

Couples preparing for marriage can call the rectory to 

reserve a place. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

EXPERIENCE  

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to 

God what belongs to God."   Your marriage belongs to 

God.  Bring God into your marriage on the Worldwide 



Marriage Encounter Experience via Zoom for seven 

sessions every Monday and Thursday evenings 

starting on November 2 - 23 from 7-9:30 

PM. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee 

is required. For more information or to apply, call John 

and Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit us at http://

www.wwme.org/ 

 

FREE COVID-19 ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has teamed up with 

Northwell Health to help keep our community safe.  To 

schedule an appointment, call 516-821-2500. 

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE HOST VIRTUAL GALA 

 Please join us on Friday, October 23rd for a special 

dining experience as guests can cook along with 

Monsignor Jamie Gigantiello, a professionally trained 

chef and host of NET TV's popular cooking 

show Breaking Bread, at this year's virtual Dominican 

Gala. Although we can't gather in person for cocktails 

and dinner, we can celebrate together remotely! 

We are proud to honor Suzanne Pugh, RN, Director of 

Emergency Services at New York-Presbyterian 

Queens and Sister Flor de Maria Buruca, OP, founder of 

an after-school program and summer camp in El 

Salvador. 

The Dominican Gala raises critical funds in order to 

support the ministries of the Sisters of St. Dominic. In 

response to the pandemic, a COVID-19 Emergency 

Ministry Support Fund (MSF) was created to raise 

funds for our frontline ministries allowing them to 

deliver emergency supplies to those in need, expand 

food pantries and meal programs, and provide other 

forms of direct assistance. With thousands out of work 

in our local area alone, soaring food insecurity and 

vulnerable people pushed further to the margins, we 

need your help to continue our outreach efforts now 

more than ever! With your support, the Sisters of St. 

Dominic of Amityville will continue to be a lifeline for 

those in need. 

For more information about tickets, silent auction, 

50/50 raffle or sponsorship opportunities, please 

contact Susan Jappell (631) 842-6000 x 246 or visit: 

www.sistersofstdominic.org/2020gala. 

 First 300 guests to RSVP will receive 2 complimentary 

bottles of wine (shipping included).  Thank you! 

 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OPEN HOUSE 

SCHEDULE 

St. Dominic High School 

Saturday, Oct. 17 - 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. -  

Holy Trinity High School 

Sunday, Oct. 18 - 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. -  

St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School 

 

ST. DOMINIC HIGH SCHOOL 

2020 TACHS.  Exam Perp. Course, October 17, 24 and 

31st.  9:00 AM to 11:30 AM.    Course fee $250.  Contact 

Mrs. Stutzmann at 516 922 4888 ext. 5241. 

 

REGIS HIGH SCHOOL 

Regis High School, an all-scholarship Jesuit secondary 

school for Catholic boys, announces its Virtual Open 

House for students and their parents, to occur on 

Monday, October 12th, from 1:00 - 2:30pm.  Contact 

Eric Di Michele, Director of Admissions Regis H.S., 55 

East 84th St, New York, NY 10028.  Call 212-288-

1100,Ext2057;  edimichele @regis.org. 

 

 

 

 

 









 

GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  Please 

visit this webpage throughout the year 

for ongoing updates and information. 

 

School Bells:  The Faith Formation 

School Year has started for those who 

registered for Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays.  If you haven’t registered 

your children, please do so as soon as 

possible.  Since online registration has 

ended, please call the Faith Formation 

Office at (516)746-6585 ext. 405 to 

make registration arrangements. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which includes 

children working at home under the 

direction of their parents  supported by 

catechists and the Faith Formation 

Office plus small church gatherings 

where children will come together in 

the church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending public 

schools are expected to participate in 

Religious Education classes every 

school year from grade 1 through grade 

8.   

 

Attention First Grade Parents:  

Welcome to the Religious Education 

Program!  Preparation for First 

Communion is a two year process.  

Children must complete both grades 1 

and 2 in the Religious Education 

program in order to be properly 

prepared for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion at the end of grade 2. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

St. Aidan’s has had a multisensory 

Religious Education program for over 

ten years.  This program uses creative 

teaching techniques and smaller class 

ratios to serve children who learn 

better in such an environment.  For 

further information, please call (516)

746-6585 x406.  A meeting with the 

Director is required before registering 

for this program for the first time.  The 

Multisensory program will not be 

starting until October 15th  for the 

“A”schedule and October 22nd for the 

“B” schedule.   Parents will be 

contacted regarding their children’s 

schedule. 

 

Multisensory Catechists:  Catechists 

are needed for the Multisensory 

Program.  If you can help, please 

contact the Faith Formation Office.  

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 Candidates:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 

celebrated on October 24th and 

November 7th.  Parents received email 

notifications regarding their children’s 

assigned Confirmation dates and times.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office if you have not received this 

information.  Please note that the 

Confirmation Registration Forms, 

Sponsor Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home parish, 

and the Letter to the Pastor requesting 

Confirmation were due on August 21st.  

These forms must be submitted to the 

Faith Formation Office as soon as 

possible as they are necessary for 

Confirmation this Fall. 

 

Attention all 8th Grade Students:  

The 8th Grade Church Gatherings will 

be on Tuesday, October 13th and 

Wednesday, October 14th.  These 

sessions will begin promptly at 7:15PM 

and end at 8:30PM.  Registered 

students were assigned to a specific 

session.  Attendance will be taken.  

Participants are also expected to arrive 

on time, comply with our social 

distance efforts, wear a mask and dress 

appropriately.  Please refer to the Dress 

Code section of the Parent Handbook 

for additional guidance. 

 

Confirmation Rehearsal:  Rehearsal 

for the October 24th Confirmation 

sessions will be held on Monday, 

October 19th in the Church.  The 

11:30AM Confirmation candidates will 

practice at 6:45 PM and the 2:00 PM 

Confirmation candidates will practice 

at 8PM.  Each rehearsal will last about 

one hour.  These rehearsals are only for 

the Confirmation candidates.  During 

the rehearsal, Confirmation robes and 

Sponsor Instruction Sheets will be 

distributed.  Please arrive on time, 

comply with all social distance efforts, 

wear a mask and dress appropriately. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made 

available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 



Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available 

every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to    

pandemic concerns, these materials can 

be used at home.  Take a few minutes to 

stop by the church to pick them up for 

home use.  Please do not leave them in 

the church. 

Today is the Twenty Eighth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word or Phrase of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to Family 

Life.  This week’s Phrase of the Week is:  

GOD INVITES US.   

This week’s gospel (Matthew 22:1-14) 

continues Jesus’s interaction with the 

chief priest and elders of the Jewish 

community.  He compares Heaven to a 

king who arranged a wedding feast for 

his son.  The Jewish culture of Jesus’ 

time considered a royal wedding to be a 

privileged event just as we consider 

royal weddings in our time a “big deal.”  

Keep in mind that the king represents 

God.  The king prepared the very best of 

everything and issued invitations to his 

guests with great thought and care.  

You can imagine what an honor it was 

to receive one of these invitations just 

as it would be today!  Much to the 

king’s disappointment, one guest after 

another refused to come.  They were all 

too busy to take the time to attend.  

Some invitees simply ignored the 

invitation altogether!  Finally, some 

invited guests even killed the king’s 

servants.  The king was determined to 

fill the wedding banquet with guests.  

Therefore, the king instructed his 

servants to go out into the streets and 

fill the feast with anyone they can find 

regardless of whether the people were 

good or bad..   

The original invitees didn’t appreciate 

the invitation they were given by the 

generous king causing the king to look 

for others to bring into the celebration.  

What can we learn from this parable?  

God is generous with us beyond 

measure.  We can never out-give Him.  

We also don’t always understand His 

ways as our spiritual vision is limited.  

Through our Baptism, we are the 

invited guests of the King (God).  

Although God wants us to answer His 

invitation and come to His feast, He 

doesn’t force us to respond. GOD 

INVITES US.  We have the choice to 

answer Him or not because in His 

generosity, He gave us free will.  God 

has given us His Word in the Bible.  He 

has also sent us His invitation through 

the prophets and those who have 

taught us the Faith throughout our 

lives.  He continues to provide the very 

best for us by inviting us to participate 

in His banquet especially at His table at 

Mass, which is the center of Catholic life 

and worship. 

Children often ignore what they are 

asked to do.  They selectively listen and 

focus more on themselves.  Some of this 

is developmental; however, it is never 

too early and children are never too 

young to help them grow in both the 

awareness and desire to accept God’s 

invitation to them.  Ideally, children 

should attend Mass with their parents 

every Sunday (or Saturday evening).  

Attending Mass together is a wonderful 

way for Catholic families to help 

children identify with the importance 

of having a personal and communal 

relationship with God.  Unfortunately, 

the current pandemic has kept families, 

who always attended Mass in the past, 

away from Sunday Mass due to health 

concerns.  If a family is not ready to 

attend Mass in person, there are plenty 

of opportunities to participate at least 

to some degree via television or online.  

If the homily at a viewed Mass is too 

difficult for children to comprehend, 

then take a few minutes to break that 

Word of God open for children in 

simple, child friendly conversation.  It is 

so worth the effort. 

This week, celebrate the importance of 

coming together at your evening family 

meal, “banquet.”  Begin with a simple 

prayer and remind the children of the 

connection between your shared family 

meal and the Mass.  Emphasize the idea 

that GOD INVITES US.  Encourage each 

family member to reach out to someone 

at school, work, or within the family.  

Acts of kindness are like little 

invitations we can give others so they 

can see Jesus alive in us.  Yes, GOD 

INVITES US to get to know Him more 

and to celebrate our growing 

relationship with Him every day.  He 

wants us to extend His invitation to all 

we meet.  For young children, make 

some paper invitations that says, GOD 

INVITES US.  Give some to each family 

member to use throughout the week as 

a reminder and to share with others.  

Try mailing some to family relatives!   





Each November, the Church celebrates two 

feast days, which are related to each other. All 

Saints’ Day is a solemnity celebrated on 

November 1st. On this day we celebrate the 

great Communion of Saints, which includes 

those holy men and women who have passed 

before us but have not been canonized. All 

Souls’ Day is celebrated on November 2nd and 

is a day to remember and pray for all those 

who have died.  Envelopes are available in 

church to list the names of your deceased.  

Masses will be offered for them throughout the 

month of November. 

 

Masses will be offered on All Saints Day on 

Saturday, October 31st at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

and on Sunday November 1st at 7:30 AM, 9:00 

AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM and 5:00 PM.   

Masses will be offered on All Souls Day on 

Monday November 2nd at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 

12:30 PM and 5:30 PM.  The reading of the 

names of those who died this year will be at 

the 5:30 PM Mass on All Souls Day. 

 

Halloween originated with a festival called 

Samhain, which was celebrated by the ancient 

Celts. Samhain was a day to celebrate the 

year’s harvest and to honor the dead. As 

Christianity took hold in the ancient world, the 

autumnal observance of Samhain took on 

sacred meaning from the Church’s celebration 

of All Saints’ Day, which was originally 

celebrated in May.  Pope Gregory III 

designated November 1st to honor the saints. 

The night before was known as Eve of All 

Hallows.  
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Hope for a Third Great Awakening in 

America 

 

Tens of thousands of Christians 

gathered on the National Mall and at 

the Lincoln Memorial in Washington 

D.C. on September 26, 2020 for a 

National Day of Prayer and Return, 

calling all Americans to return to God 

and to heal the nation. With freedom of 

religion, freedom of worship, freedom 

of conscience, and freedom of speech in 

jeopardy today, these two worship 

services focused on a theme of 

repentance and prayer, rejecting sin 

and returning to God in turbulent times. 

 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn and Rev. Franklin 

Graham, organizers of the events, 

explained that America is a nation that 

started in covenant with God 400 years 

ago to glorify Him and spread His 

gospel to the whole world (see 

Mayflower Compact, 1620).  But the 

country has spiraled down to legislate 

immorality.  Jonathan Cahn said, "We 

drove God out of our hearts, out of our 

government, out of our ways, out of our 

laws, out of the education of our 

children, out of the public squares."(1) 

  

The enthusiasm of the thousands 

attending is reminiscent of the First 

Great Awakening, a spiritual revival led 

by inspirational preachers prior to the 

American Revolution.  A Second Great 

Awakening before the Civil War, also 

led by preachers, exhorted repentance 

and a return to God and his Ten 

Commandments.  

 

President Trump took part in the event 

sending a message from the White 

House: 

"On this inaugural National Day of 

Prayer and Return, the First Lady and I 

join millions of Christians here in the 

United States and around the world in 

prayer, as we turn our hearts to our 

Lord and Savior.”  

"Our great Nation was founded by men 

and women of deep and abiding faith - a 

faith that has stood the test of 

time.  Four Hundred years ago, early 

American settlers trusted their lives to 

His providence and braved a voyage to 

a New world....” 

"The trials and tribulations the 

American people have faced over the 

past several months have been 

great.  Yet, as we have seen time and 

again, the resolve of our citizenry - 

fortified by faith in God - has guided us 

through these hardships and helped to 

unite us as one Nation under God."(2) 

  

Such public gatherings, based on faith 

and morals, are meant to be protected 

under first amendment freedoms.  In 

recent decades these freedoms have 

been diminished and denied by cultural 

norms and government edict.  A Third 

Great Awakening would return God to 

his rightful place in this nation founded 

on inalienable rights from our Creator. 

 

(1.cbn.com, 9/26/20(1); 

whitehouse.gov (2); pjmedia.com, 

9/26/20 

Be Silent No More! 

Elected officials and their staff listen to, 

read and tabulate citizens' concerns 

and opinions when making decisions 

for their state and for the country.  Do 

not be silent.  Please contact one or 

more Senator or Congressman each 

week to encourage them to share your 

values.  Call Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any 

Representative or Senator's 

office.  Email: Find Representative's 

email at www.house.gov.  Find 

Senator's email at www.senate.gov.  

 

Chronologically, St. Paul’s First Epistle 

to the Corinthians was probably next 

after Thessalonians, followed soon after 

by either Second Corinthians or 

Galatians, and then Romans. It, closely 

followed by Romans, is the longest of 

his letters. Next up would be 2 

Corinthians and Galatians, but the two 

of them together are shorter than 

either 1 Corinthians or Romans. So, as 

we might expect, there is a lot to learn 

from this epistle.  

The city of Corinth sits in a critical 

location, at the narrow isthmus 

between most of Greece and the 

Peloponnesian peninsula. Paul founded 

the church there about 51 AD, towards 

the end of his second missionary 

journey. It was composed of Gentiles so 

the questions with which Paul deals in 

this epistle are very different from 

those of the epistles to the Galatians 

and Romans. Paul wrote back and forth 

to the Corinthians. He notes in several 

places that he received letters from 

them, and cites at least one other letter 

from him to Corinth which has been 

lost. 1 Corinthians was written on his 

third journey, likely from Ephesus, 

when he received disconcerting news 

of the community in Corinth regarding 

jealousies, rivalry, and immoral 

behavior. Also, the Corinthians had sent 

Paul a letter (1 Cor. 7:1), requesting 

clarification on a number of matters, 

such as marriage and the consumption 



of meat previously offered to idols. 

Paul’s response to these issues gives us 

a greater insight into the early church 

than any other epistle, its strengths and 

weaknesses, disagreements, attempts 

to reconcile differences, and the 

transition from pagan idols to Christ. As 

such, it is a treasury of theology, 

history, and moral lessons for us, and 

we hear from it regularly, so many 

passages are quite familiar. 

As is his style, Paul begins with a 

greeting followed by answering 

challenges to his apostleship by saying 

that it was given to him through a 

revelation from Christ. Paul emphasizes 

the need for unity and concord, and 

these concepts flow through the entire 

epistle. Having re-established his 

status, he gives a brief thanksgiving and 

then dives right into the issues that led 

him to write. Specifically, pagan roots 

still hold sway within the community. 

Paul wants to bring them back to the 

correct doctrine, stating that God has 

given him the opportunity to be a 

"skilled master builder" to lay the 

foundation and let others build upon it 

(1 Cor 3:10). They are expected to 

become imitators of Jesus and follow 

the ways in Christ as he, Paul, teaches 

in all his churches (1 Cor. 4:14–16). 

This is followed by discussions 

concerning personal behavior. 

Paul writes about immorality in 

Corinth by discussing an immoral 

brother, how to resolve personal 

disputes, sexual purity, and 

questions about marriage, stating 

that it is better for unmarried 

Christians to remain unmarried, 

but that if they lacked self-control, 

it is better to marry than to enter 

into sin, and for married 

Christians, he stresses the 

permanence of the union – they 

should not divorce. This is 

followed by some of the most 

critical liturgical teachings in his 

letters, most notably, in chapter 

11, his description of the Last Supper 

and the words used in every Mass at 

the consecration. This is the oldest 

source of both the words and the 

theology behind them. This is the core 

belief of our Catholic faith, and Paul is 

very clear about it. Paul then goes on to 

address another of the concerns of the 

community when he discusses how the 

body has many parts, but all are 

necessary, and so, too, the body of 

Christ. So all are necessary, and as he 

reminds them, you were neither wise 

nor powerful nor of noble birth, and 

that is who God chooses, not those who 

assume a greater sense of importance. 

Before wrapping up, Paul launches into 

the classic discussion of the 

Resurrection and its meaning for true 

believers. This was a very divisive 

teaching at the time, and Paul is very 

emphatic in answering the objections. 

He states that Christ died for our sins, 

and was buried, and rose on the third 

day according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 

15:3). Paul then asks: "Now if Christ is 

preached as raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead?" (1 Cor. 

15:12) and addresses the question of 

resurrection of the dead: “If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then neither 

has Christ been raised.  And if Christ 

has not been raised, then empty [too] is 

our preaching; empty, too, your faith. 

Then we are also false witnesses to 

God, because we testified against God 

that he raised Christ, whom he did not 

raise if in fact the dead are not 

raised.  For if the dead are not raised, 

neither has Christ been raised, and if 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

vain; you are still in your sins. “(1 Cor 

15: 13-17). Very clear! He then 

concludes with closing remarks 

containing his intentions and efforts to 

improve the community. He wishes 

them peace in his name offers a final 

grace and benediction. 

Before ending this commentary on 1 

Corinthians, I would like to add a 

suggestion. If you recall, some weeks 

ago I noted that my favorite Gospel is 

that of St. John, who tells us that God is 

love. St. Paul has a spectacularly 

beautiful description of love in this 

epistle which I have saved for my last 

thoughts on 1 Corinthians. For many 

reasons, it is one of my favorite 

readings, and is very special to me. 

Open your bible to the last line of 

chapter 12 and read through all of 

chapter 13. I’m sure you will recognize 

it, but it is well worth rereading.  



Inviting others to Jesus. 






