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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 101. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 STS. JOHN DE BREBEUF  
     AND ISAAC JOGUES 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Paul De Carlo 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Brian T. Cross (1st Anniv. Rem) 
Fr. Ken   12:30 PM James Casimover 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM William Burlingame 
  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 29 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Victor Ty 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Sue Fleming 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Loretta Arnold (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Joan Markham 
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 29  
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Judith Franzo (Birthday) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Anna Kenny 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM William Fippinger 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Annette Troiano (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 29 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Mr. & Mrs. Michael DePinto  
      & Family 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Nunzio Santangelo 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Jack Durcan (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Anthony Rosario (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 29 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Juliana Kim (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Pedro Almonacid 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Miriam Mallally 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Kevin A. Caden (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 29 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Vicky Mejia (Birthday Rem.)  
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Margaret O’Brien (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
    Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Mrakovcic  
      & Celebrini Families 
    Bob Kopetic (Birthday rem.) 
    Warren & Claire McNally  
      (50th Wedding Anniversary Rem.)  
    Helen & Hank Fortune (Anniversary Rem.)  
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Liz Melita (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 THIRTIETH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Paul Deo 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Sister Therese Schnurr, SCH  
      (8th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken         10:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Adrian      12:00 PM James Curry (52nd Anniversary Rem.) 
    Donald F. Bruschi (Birthday Rem.) 
    James G. Brassill (Birthday Rem.)  
    Gregg Fiore (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Eliane Leonard     
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM Alice Quandt 

REPAY TO 

CAESAR WHAT 

BELONGS TO 

CAESAR 

 

AND TO GOD 

WHAT 

BELONGS TO 

GOD  



A teacher from our school told me how 

her class were doing a quiz on the ipad.  

One of the questions on the screen said, 

‘How many of each animal did Moses 

take on the ark?’  They answered two.  But the ipad gave a 

negative response.  Why?  Because it was Noah who 

brought the animals, not Moses!  The ipad has a habit of 

slipping "trick questions" and, of course, everyone groaned 

when it revealed the answer. 

Such was the case with the Pharisees and Saducees in 

Jesus' day. We are told that they wanted to catch Jesus. So 

these two parties, who usually didn't get along, finally got 

their heads together for a common purpose - to try to get 

rid of Jesus.  So they try to set Him up. They think that they 

can create a situation where either they can turn the 

crowds against Him, or cause Him to get in trouble with 

the law. 

Of course, it backfired on them. Jesus answers them, 

"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and the 

things to God that are God's." The Romans couldn't 

complain about that. He was advocating giving Caesar his 

due, wasn't He? Nor could those who were against them 

complain. After all, wasn't He really saying that everything 

was God's?  But it leaves us in a quandry, doesn't it?  What 

is he really saying? 

The point is, that when Jesus says, "Render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are 

God's," He is acknowledging that both areas are realms of 

God's concern, and both realms express God's care for us. 

They are two sides of the same coin. However imperfectly 

human beings carry out their duties in the political realm - 

that realm could be an expression of God's care for people.  

Sometimes that care can be a wonderful thing.  On the 

other hand, how often do we get frustrated with our 

elected officials when the worst of ‘politics’ gets in the way 

of promoting christian values.   

When Jesus says, "Render to God the things that are 

God's," we become aware that everything is God's. He is 

not drawing a division between what is Caesar's and what 

is God's. All of life belongs to Him. In both realms, He 

shows His love and care for us. And, therefore, everything 

we have is truly His - they are all gifts from His hand.  So 

we have the duty as Catholics to teach about human life 

and dignity, marriage and family, war and peace, the needs 

of the poor and the demands of justice. And while the 

church does not endorse or oppose political candidates, 

we seek to form the consciences of our people so that they 

can examine the positions of candidates and make choices 

based on Catholic moral and social teaching.  We cannot 

hold back one area of life and call it "Caesar's." All that 

Caesar has is also God's. And that thought can be extended 

to every other area of life. There is nothing that is truly 

"mine" either.  We cannot compartmentalize our life, put 

ten percent in one area and call it "Church," another 

portion in another place and call it "Caesar's," another 

portion in another place and call it "family," or "business," 

or "mine." It is all God's. 

That is what Jesus is telling us. In every area of life He 

shares His blessings.  In every area of life He rules.  The 

good news is that He can take every area of life - your 

profession, your family, your politics, your friendships - 

and through them express His love and care for both you 

and others. Turned over to Him, they become wonderful 

gifts, given through human hands - your hands - but 

expressing His loving care for the world He loves so much, 

the world where He is Lord of all of life. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



STEWARDSHIP  

10/13/19     $22,459 

10/11/20       $22,566       

  (+0.48%)  

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

10/13/19       $ 3,515 

10/11/20        $1,105              

  (-68.56%) 

 

THIS WEEKEND PLEASE ALSO SUPPORT 

WORLD MISSIONS 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are donating online.  

Go to staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $101,807.15 

Donors 387  

Payments $94,423.40 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

CONCETTA GAGLIARDI 

ANN MARIE TIMLIN  

NINO SFORZA  

__________________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Rizziero Boccia 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Roger Sheils 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 



JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON FACEBOOK.  

 

 

 

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You.  Amen. 



Each November, the Church celebrates two feast days, 

which are related to each other. All Saints’ Day is a 

solemnity celebrated on November 1st. On this day we 

celebrate the great Communion of Saints, which includes 

those holy men and women who have passed before us 

but have not been canonized. All Souls’ Day is celebrated 

on November 2nd and is a day to remember and pray for 

all those who have died.  Envelopes are available in 

church to list the names of your deceased.  Masses will be 

offered for them throughout the month of November. 

Masses will be offered on All Saints Day on Saturday, 

October 31st at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM and on Sunday 

November 1st at 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM 

and 5:00 PM.   

Masses will be offered on All Souls Day on Monday 

November 2nd at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:30 PM and 5:30 

PM.  The reading of the names of those who died this year 

will be at the 5:30 PM Mass on All Souls Day. 

Halloween originated with a festival called Samhain, 

which was celebrated by the ancient Celts. Samhain was a 

day to celebrate the year’s harvest and to honor the dead. 

As Christianity took hold in the ancient world, the 

autumnal observance of Samhain took on sacred meaning 

from the Church’s celebration of All Saints’ Day, which 

was originally celebrated in May.  Pope Gregory III 

designated November 1st to honor the saints. The night 

before was known as Eve of All Hallows.  

By the 7th century, these two ancient holidays were 

merged, making the Eve of All Hallows, later called 

“Halloween,” a time to both acknowledge the passage into 

death and to celebrate those who have passed into 

Eternal Life. 

 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION 

The Collection for World Mission Sunday will take 

place today, October 18.   On World Mission Sunday, we 

are called to be part of the Church’s missionary efforts, 

supporting mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, 

and lay catechists who provide loving service to those 

most in need. As Catholics around the world, here at 

home and in the missions, gather at the Eucharist around 

the table of the Lord, let us pray for the Church’s 

worldwide missionary work and offer financial help 

through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith for 

vulnerable communities throughout Asia, Africa, Latin 

America and the Pacific Islands. 

 

SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual home? 

Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone searching that 

you may know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have not yet received 

the Eucharist and/or Confirmation. There is no obligation 

to continue. To set up an appointment to speak to 

someone please call the rectory at 746-6585. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 

The first meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday, 

October 20th at 7:00 PM in the church. New members 

always welcome.  Meeting will be live streamed from the 

church. 

 

LEGION OF MARY 

Meeting on Wednesday, October 21st at 7:00 PM. New 

members always welcome.  Meeting will be 

live streamed from the church. 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Rosary in the St. Francis Garden Wednesday, October 

21st after the 5:30 PM Mass 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, October 25th after the 12:00 PM mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, November 6th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.    

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 



Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.  October is the 

month of the rosary. 

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday November 8th at 1:00 PM in the church.  

Please contact the rectory office. 

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION  

Please keep Xiyao (Harry) Zhao in your prayers this 

week as he prepares to receive the Sacraments of 

Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) this 

coming Saturday, October 24th at the 5PM Mass.  Our 

parish family rejoices that Harry is joining us!  

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmations at the Church of St. Aidan will be 

celebrated next Saturday, October 24th and Saturday, 

November 7th.  This year Confirmation will be a 

prayer service.  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart Chapel in 

church or to the Parish Social Ministry office.   

Items Needed:  cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, 

stuffing, cans of sweet potatoes/yams, cans of mixed 

vegetables, apple juice, cookies and cleaning supplies 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

THE GREAT GIVE BACK 

The Library is collecting non-perishable food for the 

St. Aidan’s Food Pantry for the month of October.  

Items most in need are: cookies, apple juice, cans of 

sweet potatoes/yams, cans of gravy, oil, toothpaste.  

Donations not on this list are also greatly 

appreciated.  A donation bin is located inside the 

library. 

 



COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this winter. 

Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen that feeds 

185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky at (516) 655-

9755 or Cathy comayu27@gmail.com for drop off point. 

 

WINTER PRE CANA CLASS 2021 

Saturday, Feb 13, 2021 - 8:30am-4:30pm  Msgr Kirwin 

Hall followed by a closing Mass at the church at 5pm.  

Couples preparing for marriage can call the rectory to 

reserve a place. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

EXPERIENCE  

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God."   Your marriage belongs to 

God.  Bring God into your marriage on the Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Experience via Zoom for seven 

sessions every Monday and Thursday evenings starting 

on November 2 - 23 from 7-9:30 PM. Registration is 

limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John and Toni Torio at 718-

344-3700 or visit us at http://www.wwme.org/ 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE WILLISTON PARK 

LIBRARY 

WOULD LIKE YOU TO ENJOY ALL THE BEAUTY OF THE 

FALL SEASON RIGHT NEAR HOME AT THE NASSAU 

COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART LOCATED ON NORTHERN 

BLVD. IN ROSLYN.  STROLL THROUGH THEIR LOVELY 

GROUNDS FOR BREATHTAKING SCENES OF AUTUMN’S 

GLORY.  FREE PASSES ARE 

AVAILABLE AT THE WILLISTON 

PARK LIBRARY. FOR FURTHER 

INFO, CALL CAROLYN 

STALTERS AT 742-0412 

 

FREE COVID-19 

ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has 

teamed up with Northwell 

Health to help keep our 

community safe.  To schedule an 

appointment, call 516-821-

2500. 

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE HOST VIRTUAL GALA 

 Please join us on Friday, October 23rd for a special 

dining experience as guests can cook along with 

Monsignor Jamie Gigantiello, a professionally trained chef 

and host of NET TV's popular cooking show Breaking 

Bread, at this year's virtual Dominican Gala. Although we 

can't gather in person for cocktails and dinner, we can 

celebrate together remotely!  We are proud to honor 

Suzanne Pugh, RN, Director of Emergency Services at 

New York-Presbyterian Queens and Sister Flor de Maria 

Buruca, OP, founder of an after-school program and 

summer camp in El Salvador.  The Dominican Gala raises 

critical funds in order to support the ministries of the 

Sisters of St. Dominic. In response to the pandemic, a 

COVID-19 Emergency Ministry Support Fund (MSF) 

was created to raise funds for our frontline ministries 

allowing them to deliver emergency supplies to those in 

need, expand food pantries and meal programs, and 

provide other forms of direct assistance. With thousands 

out of work in our local area alone, soaring food 

insecurity and vulnerable people pushed further to the 

margins, we need your help to continue our outreach 

efforts now more than ever! With your support, the 

Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville will continue to be a 

lifeline for those in need.  For information about tickets, 

silent auction, 50/50 raffle or sponsorship opportunities, 

please contact Susan Jappell (631) 842-6000 x 246 or 

visit: www. sistersofstdominic. org/2020gala. 

First 300 guests to RSVP will receive 2 complimentary 

bottles of wine (shipping included).  Thank you! 







 

GOOD NEWS!  FAITH FORMATION 

HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE 

PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

ongoing updates and information. 

 

School Bells:  The Faith Formation 

School Year has started for those 

who registered for Mondays, 

Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.  If you 

haven’t registered your children, 

please do so as soon as possible.  

Since online registration has ended, 

please call the Faith Formation Office 

at (516)746-6585 ext. 405 to make 

registration arrangements. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the direction 

of their parents supported by the 

Faith Formation Office plus small 

Church Gatherings where children 

will come together in the church 

while remaining socially distant.  

Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 

1 through 8. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

Children and Catechists assigned to 

Schedule “B” will meet this 

Thursday, October 22nd at either 

4:30 or 5:45PM. 

 

Multisensory Catechists:  

Catechists are needed for the 

Multisensory Program.  If you can 

help, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office   

 

Confirmation Fall 2020 

Candidates:  The Sacrament of 

Confirmation will be celebrated on 

October 24th and November 7th.  

Parents received email notifications 

regarding their children’s assigned 

Confirmation dates and times.  

Please note that the Confirmation 

Registration Forms, Sponsor 

Testimony Forms signed and 

stamped at the sponsor’s home 

parish, and the Letter to the Pastor 

requesting Confirmation were due 

on August 21st.  These forms must 

be submitted to the Faith Formation 

Office for Confirmation 2020. 

 

Attention all 6th Grade Students:  

The 6th Grade Church Gatherings 

will be on Monday, October 26th and 

Wednesday, October 28th at 4PM 

and 6:30PM.  Registered students 

were assigned to a specific session.  

Students must attend their assigned 

session as attendance will be taken.  

Participants are also expected to 

arrive on time, comply with our 

social distance efforts, wear a mask 

and dress appropriately including 

proper footwear.  Please refer to the 

Dress Code section of the Parent 

Handbook for additional guidance. 

 

Confirmation Rehearsal:  

Rehearsal for the October 24th 

Confirmation sessions will be held 

on Monday, October 19th in the 

Church.  The 11:30AM Confirmation 

candidates will practice at 645PM 

and the 2PM Confirmation 

candidates will practice at 8PM.  

Each rehearsal will last about one 

hour.  These rehearsals are only for 

the Confirmation candidates.  During 

the rehearsal, Confirmation robes 

and Sponsor Instruction Sheets will 

be distributed.  Please arrive on time, 

comply with all social distance 

efforts, wear a mask and dress 

appropriately including proper 

footwear. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open 

by appointment only.  Please contact 



us with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  

If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If you 

want to stop by the office, please call 

ahead of time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available every week along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins for ages 

3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner 

racks in the main lobby of the 

Church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to    pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be 

used at home.  Take a few minutes to 

stop by the church to pick them up 

for home use.  Please do not leave 

them in the church. 

Today is the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time.  The liturgical color is 

green.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word or Phrase of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to 

Family Life.  This week’s Phrase of 

the Week is GIVE TO GOD.  Write the 

words GIVE TO GOD on a paper and 

place it on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week. 

Today’s Gospel (Matthew 22:15-21) 

tells the story of how the Pharisees 

tried to trick Jesus by asking Him if 

He thought that paying taxes to the 

Roman emperor, Caesar, was lawful 

or not:  The Jewish people were 

required to pay the Roman tax but 

received no benefit from their taxes.  

If Jesus said pay the taxes to Rome, 

the Jews would despise Him. If Jesus 

said don’t pay the taxes, He would be 

in trouble with the Roman officials.  

Either way Jesus answered, He 

would be wrong. 

Jesus knowing their intentions 

challenged them by asking for a coin 

that was commonly used to pay 

these taxes.  He asked the Pharisees 

to acknowledge whose picture was 

on the coin, which of course had 

Caesar’s image.  He tells them to give 

Caesar what belongs to him and to 

give God what belongs to Him.   

There are two elements in this story, 

which are important for all of us, but 

particularly for children.  The first 

one is the importance of being 

honest and truthful in our 

interactions with others.  As adults, 

we know that saying what we mean 

and meaning what we say should be 

a constant in our lives, yet we can 

find this very challenging at times.  

Dealing with others in honest ways 

can even have negative results in the 

immediate future!  Of course, we 

understand that deliberately 

misrepresenting ourselves, our 

motives, and/or what we stand for is 

wrong.  Children, however, are just 

learning how to interact and their 

consciences are slowing developing 

as they grow and have more 

experiences.  Even younger children 

need to be held to appropriate levels 

of authenticity as is age and 

developmentally appropriate. 

Secondly, today’s Gospel also 

reminds us about having correct 

priorities, which for Catholic 

Christians means giving God the 

highest place in our thoughts, our 

decisions, our choices, and our 

finances.  The popular phrase of 

Giving God our “Time, Talent, and 

Treasure” is a simple way to express 

the importance of spiritual priorities 

that lead to concrete practices in our 

daily lives. 

This week, talk as a family about the 

importance of GIVING TO GOD our 

very best by doing acts of kindness 

and by giving good example (for 

older children).  GIVING TO GOD 

what belongs to Him means being a 

good disciple and following Jesus.  

Especially during this time of high 

political activity, talk with children 

about the importance of being a good 

citizen while reminding them that 

people can be good citizens but must 

put God first in all their choices.  

Encourage children to share 

themselves with others by being 

active givers.  Collect and donate 

food for the upcoming holidays, 

clean out toy boxes and closets to 

donate usable items that can help 

others, call a friend or relative who 

may be isolated and need some 

cheering up and encouragement.  As 

a family, pray for the needs of our 

country and for those who are 

suffering during the current 

pandemic.  When “little crises” come 

up during the week, remember to 

remind children to stop and ask 

themselves how they can GIVE TO 

GOD in challenging situations.  Draw 

some autumn leaves and write down 

ways the family is following the 

phrase of the week GIVE TO GOD.  

Attach the leaves to a drawing of a 

bare tree.  You can add to this tree in 

the weeks ahead leading up to 

Thanksgiving. 
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Embracing Goodness & Truth 

 

“Forming Consciences for Faithful 

Citizenship” from USCCB 

 

"Woe to you that call evil good, and 

good evil; that put darkness for light, 

and light for darkness; that put bitter 

for sweet, and sweet for 

bitter."   Isaiah 5:20 

 

Political and social questions require 

citizens to develop a well-formed 

conscience.  "Conscience is not 

something that allows us to justify 

doing whatever we want, nor is it a 

'feeling' about what we should or 

should not do.  Rather, conscience is 

the voice of God resounding in the 

human heart, revealing the truth to us 

and calling us to do what is good and 

shunning evil."(1) “There are some 

things we must never do because they 

are always incompatible with love of 

God & neighbor and are called 

'intrinsically evil' actions."  These 

actions must always be rejected and 

opposed. (2) 

 

In “Forming Consciences for Faithful 

Citizenship” the US Conference of 

Catholic Bishops states, “The threat of 

abortion remains our preeminent 

priority because it directly attacks life 

itself, because it takes place within the 

sanctuary of the family, and because of 

the number of lives destroyed.” (3) 

 

"As we all seek to advance the 

common good - by promoting 

religious freedom, by defending 

human life from the moment of 

conception until natural death, by 

defending marriage, by feeding the 

hungry and housing the homeless - it 

is important to recognize that not all 

possible courses of action are morally 

acceptable." (3)  The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church states, "Some things 

are always wrong and no one may 

deliberately vote in favor of 

them.  Citizens support these evils 

indirectly if they vote in favor of 

candidates who propose to advance 

them." (4) 

 

Pope Francis said, "We are living in an 

information driven society which 

bombards us indiscriminately with 

data - which leads to superficiality in 

the area of moral discernment.  We 

need to develop critical thinking and 

encourage development of moral 

values."(5) 

(usccb.org/forming consciences, p.18, 

(1); usccb.org/consciences, p.19 #22

(2);usccb.org/consciences,  usccb.org/

consciences, #20(3); ccc2240 (4); 

Evangelii Gaudium, #64 (5); 

lifesitenews.com, 9/21/20 (6) 

 

Happening Now:  San Francisco 

Archbishop Denounces Draconian 

Restrictions 

"One person at a time inside this great 

Cathedral to pray?  What an 

insult!  This is a mockery," said 

Archbishop Cordileone on Sept. 20, 

2020.  "Why can people shop at 

Nordstrom's at 25% capacity but only 

one of you at a time is allowed to pray 

inside this great Cathedral? ... I never 

expected that the most basic religious 

freedom, the right to worship - 

protected so robustly in our 

Constitution's First Amendment - 

would be unjustly repressed by an 

American Government."(6) 

 

Be Silent No More! 

Elected officials and their staff listen 

to, read and tabulate citizens' 

concerns and opinions when making 

decisions for their state and for the 

country.  Do not be silent.  Please 

contact one or more Senator or 

Congressman each week to encourage 

them to share your values.  Call 

Switchboard at 202-224-3121 to be 

connected to any Representative or 

Senator's office.  Email:  Find 

Representative’s email at 

www.house.gov.  Find Senator's email 

at www.senate.gov. 

 

As with the letters to the Corinthians, 

the Letter of St. Paul to the Galatians 

shows us that the early church was 

not without its problems, so Paul 

writes to address them. Galatians is a 

forceful and passionate letter dealing 

with a very specific question: the 

relation of Jewish and Gentile 

membership in the church, which for 

Paul hinges upon justification through 

faith, not compliance with the Mosaic 

Law, and with the freedom we find 

in Christ. Paul probably wrote from 

Ephesus about 54–55 AD to a church 

he had founded in the territory of 

Galatia in Asia Minor, and this is only 

one written to converts spread out 

over a region, rather than to a specific 

city. It is also very short, only six 

chapters, and it is the only one 

beginning without either a gentle 

greeting or thanksgiving, or ending 

with a personal greeting with the final 



blessing. It is very specific in dealing 

with the problems with which Paul 

was concerned. This letter effectively 

summarizes Paul’s theology which is 

founded on faith and the critical 

nature of Christ’s death on the cross 

and subsequent resurrection, which 

permits his (Paul’s) followers to be 

fully accepted without being burdened 

by the old laws. A devout Jew, as Saul, 

Paul before he literally saw the light, 

viewed adherence to the Mosaic Law 

as the route to divine approval. Paul, 

having received the light of the Spirit, 

sees the truer path through faith, as 

demonstrated by Abraham, and as 

freely bestowed on believers by the 

Holy Spirit. His eloquence in Galatians 

and other letters proclaims that 

salvation comes through Christ’s act of 

redemption on the cross and its 

validation in His resurrection. In 

Galatians, Paul addresses those who 

have not understood what this means. 

Other evangelists have appeared in 

the community and Paul considered 

them rivals of his teaching as well as 

his authority to teach. They were 

members of a Judaizing faction who 

demanded that converts to the new 

Christian sect were obliged to 

be circumcised and follow the 

precepts of the Mosaic Law. 

They repudiated Paul’s statements to 

the contrary by denying the legitimacy 

of his apostolic calling. In rebuttal, 

Paul vigorously defended his 

credentials as a true apostle of Jesus 

Christ. He is angry enough to curse 

them for preaching a “different gospel” 

and “wish(ing) to pervert the gospel of 

Christ”. It is definitely Paul: devoted to 

Christ, passionate, very confident, but 

also very defensive concerning his 

mission and his message, and 

abrasive: “O stupid Galatians” (Gal 

3:1). He asks them from whom they 

received the Spirit. Was it from works 

of the law or from faith in what he 

preached? Paul is very clear. They 

need to be loyal to his teaching and 

that it is all based on faith in Christ. 

Paul’s teaching does not come from 

humans, but directly from divine 

revelation (Gal 1:11-12) “Now I want 

you to know, brothers, that the gospel 

preached by me is not of human 

origin.  For I did not receive it from a 

human being, nor was I taught it, but it 

came through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” This was of major concern to 

Paul. The Galatians must understand 

“the truth of the gospel” and his 

legitimate role in preaching it. His 

opponents generally agreed with Paul 

that Jesus is the Messiah, and that He 

rose from the dead and would return, 

but disagreed about how to integrate 

the Gentiles into the community, 

specifically, what was required of 

them. Paul says they are already 

included in the covenant by virtue of 

their faith, they do not need to become 

subject to the Jewish laws, notably 

circumcision. This was really a Jewish 

distinction, and it was related to 

differing positions within Judaism 

(some of which still exist). While the 

early Christians were considered Jews 

by their contemporaries, and would 

continue to be so viewed for at least 

100 years, this was a distinction which 

was extremely important to Paul, 

despite his Jewish background and 

adherence to Jewish tradition. He 

regularly cites it, but it is clear that he 

separates strict adherence to the law, 

so critical to Jewish authorities, from 

the true requirement, faith. This was 

critical to the growth of the church, as 

it made it far easier for Gentiles to join, 

and that fueled the spread of 

Christianity throughout the world. 

Paul’s opponents were not only in 

Galatia, they were centered in 

Jerusalem, as we read in Acts. This was 

a major sticking point in our history. 

Did you have to become Jewish to 

belong to The Way? There were 

already people known as “God fearers” 

who were attracted to Judaism, (see 

again Acts) but did not fully convert to 

it. Many of them became Paul’s 

followers as believers in Christ, the 

Jewish Messiah. Paul, who was well-

versed in Jewish scripture and 

tradition, uses this in his arguments. 

But he sees something more in Jesus. 

The God fearers were not accepted as 

Jews by the Jews, both because of their 

birth and by their failure to conform to 

Jewish laws. They were outsiders, as 

were sinners. Notably, anyone who 

was crucified was also a sinner and an 

outsider. So Jesus was outside the law 

by this logic. But since He was raised 

from the dead, one of the central 

points of Paul’s teaching, He was 

validated as the Messiah, and this 

changed everything. We have left the 

time of the Jewish covenant and 

moved on to the end times, when all 

nations are called to the new 

covenant. They enter this, not through 

observance of the old Jewish laws, but 

through the faith that comes with 

baptism. This makes them heirs of the 

promise to Abraham (who was also 

justified by faith) Gal 3:6, “Thus 

Abraham “believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”” 

Paul remains hostile to those who 

oppose his views, but it is not 

personal, it is rather a critical 

difference of opinion regarding the 

equality of all peoples and their 

acceptance into this growing 

community. The issue is resolved in a 

meeting in Jerusalem, as recorded in 

Acts 15. Paul’s position prevails, 

opening the world to the small Jewish 

sect and letting the gift of faith from 

the Holy Spirit propel it “to the ends of 

the earth”, just as Jesus said. 

 

 

 



“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s,  
and to God what is God’s” 

Matthew 22:21. 






