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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
COMMUNION  
Holy Communion will be distributed at 
the normal time during the celebration 
of Mass.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 

Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 1:00
-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 COMMEMORATION OF ALL  
    THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Joseph V. Malfi (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Peggy Monfort 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Loughlin, Fitzpatrick & McManus Family 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Mary O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 31 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Mikey DeCristoforo (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM All Souls’ Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Angela Trucks (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Liz Melita (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4  SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Ruth Goggins 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM All Souls’ Novena 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Edwin O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Marian & John Crimmins 
  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 31 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Bridget Cronin (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM All Souls’ Novena 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Julie Daly (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Bridget Cronin (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6   ORDINARY TIME WEEK 31 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Vito & Paul Patrick Dondiego  
      & Dondiego & DeVito Families 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM All Souls’ Novena 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Anthony Bonaguro (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Marana Gavagan (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 31 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM All Souls’ Novena 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Lisa Margaritis 
    Rose Marie Paganelli (Birthday Rem.) 
    Stanley Garczynski 
    Lv. Ints. of June & Kenneth Breglio  
      (50th Wedding Anniversary)  
    Eileen Lenney  
Fr. Ken  7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
    ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Maria Alvira (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Tessie Mulligan 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 PM Olivia T., John & Olivia Macedo  
      and Peter & Virginia Yannucci 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM Christopher Brocchini (Birthday Rem.) 
    Thomas Joseph Moschetto 
    Rev. Stephen Rooney 
    Joe Guzzello 
    Nancy Dervin     
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM Rose Cascio (1st Anniversary Rem.) 

BLESSED 

ARE YOU 

 

REJOICE 

AND BE 

GLAD, 

FOR YOUR 

REWARD 

WILL BE 

GREAT IN 

HEAVEN  



As Jesus delivers the Sermon on the 

Mount, the crowd gathers below Him. 

He sees them all – the sick, the lame, the 

wounded, men, women, children – 

ordinary people, like you and me. Not the powerful, not 

the political elite or the religious leadership.  These are 

just ordinary people, struggling to get by the best way 

that they can. Jesus sits down, and sets out to instruct 

them. He opens His mouth, and the first thing that He 

says is, “Blessed are you!” 

I received a few reactions to messages received at Mass 

recently.  One person is delighted to hear a homily 

expressing Church teaching on moral issues.  Another 

says “I hardly need anyone to tell me what Church 

teaching is.” 

It reminds me of the story of the priest who was 

preaching on all the sins of that generation. He’d preach 

against gambling, and one old parishioner in the church 

would yell out, “Amen! You tell them, Father!” And then 

he preached against alcohol, and she yelled out, 

“Hallelujah! You tell them Father!” Then he preached 

about gossiping, and he paused, waiting for her. 

Everything was quiet for a minute, then her voice was 

heard, “Now you’ve gone off preaching and gone into 

meddling!”  

Have you noticed that Jesus never preached fire and 

brimstone to ordinary people.  The ones hit with fire and 

brimstone were the religious and political leadership, 

who had contempt for ordinary people.  

Jesus once told the disciples, “You did not choose me, I 

chose you.” It was a gift that God granted them, to be one 

of Jesus’ disciples. It is also a gift that He has given us. We 

are His people. We met the requirements for a 

relationship with Him, simply by being sinners who 

needed saving. He met the requirements of that 

relationship by forgiving us, breaking down the barriers 

between Himself and us, bearing the cost of the 

relationship Himself. Of course, these people who 

gathered around Jesus couldn’t know that – but Jesus did. 

They supposed that the Pharisees and all those other 

good religious people were blessed, but not them. They 

supposed that those good Pharisees had all the answers, 

but not them. They supposed that the Pharisees had 

everything together, and that if they wanted a 

relationship with God, that these good, religious people 

were the ones who had the inside track, the ones that 

they should emulate, the ones who could help them.  So 

what a wonderful surprise it is to them, to have Jesus sit 

down in their midst, and begin with these words: 

“Blessed are you!”   

Whatever the result of this election, can we spread more 

blessings than curses?  Can we pray for the new 

President, whoever he may be.  Can we pray that we will 

do all we can to build up God’s Kingdom on earth as it is 

in heaven.  God’s will be done, always, despite our human 

faults and divisions.    

What’s Pastor Thinking 



STEWARDSHIP  

10/29/19  $23,860 

10/25/20     $19,349                   

  (-18.90%)  

 

PLEASE ALSO SUPPORT THE 

COLLECTION FOR 

All Saints Day 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org. Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $102,922.15 

Donors 392  

Payments $96,259.65 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

MICHAEL MARCHESE 

Requested by Thomas & Patti 

McCauley & Family 

 

WE REMEMBER 

Remember your loved ones by 

enrolling them in the Masses for 

November.  Envelopes can be 

found at the doors of the Church 

today.  The names will be placed 

with the Book of Remembrance 

at Our Lady’s Shrine on 

November 1st. 

 

 

 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

FIRST WEEK 

 

LAUREN JACOBSON,  

St. Aidan  

& MATTHEW CHERSON, 

Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection, Garden City, NY 

 

MEGHAN WELLENBRINK,  

St. Aidan  

& MICHAEL DOHERTY, Our Lady 

of Fatima,  

Piscataway, NJ 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

RUTH L. ROGERS 

WILLIAM P. COTTER  

JOSEPH FRANO 

MARY FRANCES MARRA 

PATRICIA CAMINITI  

BRIEN COLLINS 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Bernadette Abbate 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 





JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 

STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

ALL SOULS 

Masses will be offered on All Souls Day on Monday 

November 2nd at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:30 PM and 

5:30 PM.  The reading of the names of those who 

died this year will be at the 5:30 PM Mass on All 

Souls Day. 

Halloween originated with a festival called Samhain, 

which was celebrated by the ancient Celts. Samhain 

was a day to celebrate the year’s harvest and to 

honor the dead. As Christianity took hold in the 

ancient world, the autumnal observance of Samhain 

took on sacred meaning from the Church’s 

celebration of All Saints’ Day, which was originally 

celebrated in May.  Pope Gregory III designated 

November 1st to honor the saints. The night before 

was known as Eve of All Hallows.  By the 

7th century, these two ancient holidays were 

merged, making the Eve of All Hallows, later called 

“Halloween,” a time to both acknowledge the 

passage into death and to celebrate those who have 

passed into Eternal Life. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Please keep in your prayers all those who will 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation next 

Saturday, November 7th.  This year Confirmation is  

a prayer service.  

 

 

Advent begins on November 29, 2020.  If you would 

like to memorialize one of the four candles on the 

parish Advent wreath please return your request to 

the Rectory office.  The donation is $200 per candle.  

Make checks payable to: Church of St. Aidan.  Any 

questions please call the rectory office at (516) 746-

6585 x1. 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

Inscription:_____________________________________________ 

Telephone #:___________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:     $______     ____check     _____cash 

The memorialization will be published in the 

bulletin each of the 4 weeks of Advent.  Please 

indicate if you would like your name to appear in 

the bulletin with your donation    ____ Yes    ____No. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will 

be at 9am on Nov. 1, 2020.  This Mass will 

be celebrated in memory of deceased Rosarians 

Gloria Keller and Dolores Ellis. This Mass can also be 

viewed online at staidanparish.org. 

The November meeting will be held on MONDAY 

NOV. 9th in the church.  At this meeting, Francesca 

Yellico, Executive Director of Bridge to Life will be 

the guest speaker. This agency provides 

compassionate care to pregnant women to 

empower them to choose life.  The meeting begins 

at 7pm with the recitation of the rosary and can also 

be viewed online. 

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020? 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 

2502, invite you to join our group. We are Catholic 

2020 ADVENT 

CANDLES 



women 18 years and over. We meet at the Knights 

of Columbus 186 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. 

RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-221-6105 or Marge at 516

-269-9178 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 

AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, November 22nd after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, November 6th & 19th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.    

 

SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual 

home? Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone 

searching that you may know. This is ideal for 

learning about Catholicism and for Catholics who 

have not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to continue. To 

set up an appointment to speak to someone please 

call the rectory at 746-6585. 

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for 

baptism may now attend a baptism class.  The next 

class is on Sunday November 8th at 1:00 PM in the 

church.  Please contact the rectory office. 

 

MASS CHANGE 

Beginning Monday, January 4 2021, the Monday to 

Friday 12:30 PM Mass at the Church of St. Aidan, 

will be moved to the Church of Corpus Christi.  The 

9:00 AM Mass at Corpus Christi will discontinue.  

This change is approved by the Diocese who 

encourage neighboring parishes to cooperate in 

serving the pastoral needs of the area. St. Aidan will 

continue to celebrate three daily Masses, Monday to 

Friday, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 5:30 PM. Few 

churches in the area offer an evening daily Mass, so 

we were encouraged to keep the 5:30 PM Mass.   

Three priests currently serve at St. Aidan.  Two 

priests are available each day for Masses, funerals, 

duty etc. Obviously, further changes may become 

necessary in the period ahead as parishes and 

pastoral areas continue to review local 

circumstances.  I know and understand that not 

everyone will be happy with this change, but I am 

confident that the people of the area as a whole will 

give it a chance.    Fr. Adrian 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY   

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Sacred Heart 

Chapel in church or to the Parish Social Ministry 

office.   

THANKSGIVING:  We are hoping to help out many 

families this year by providing food and gift cards.  If 

you are able to help out, kindly drop off your 

donations to the Parish Social Ministry office.   

Items Needed:    cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, 

stuffing, cans of sweet potatoes/yams, cans of mixed 

vegetables, apple juice, cookies, dishwashing liquid 

and cleaning supplies 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).    

 

THE GREAT GIVE BACK 

The Library is collecting non-perishable food for the 

St. Aidan’s Food Pantry for the month of October.  

Items most in need are: cookies, apple juice, cans of 

sweet potatoes/yams, cans of gravy, oil, toothpaste.  



Donations not on this list are also greatly 

appreciated.  A donation bin is located inside the 

library. 

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy 

comayu27@gmail.com for drop off point.  Coats will 

be collected until January. 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, 

granddaughter, great grandson/daughter of a 

Veteran who served in the Military or is presently 

serving? American Legion Auxiliary Unit 144 has 

scholarship applications available. Applications can 

be downloaded, please contact Dianne Karl, 

email dianneli@optimum.net, or call 516-746-2625 

or text 516-778-0006. 

We have had scholarship winners for the past 6 

years and this past year we had two winners from 

our Unit 144. 

 

WINTER PRE CANA CLASS 2021 

Saturday, Feb 13, 2021 - 8:30am-4:30pm  Msgr. 

Kirwin Hall followed by a closing Mass at the church 

at 5pm.  Couples preparing for marriage can call the 

rectory to reserve a place. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

EXPERIENCE  

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and 

to God what belongs to God."   Your marriage 

belongs to God.  Bring God into your marriage on 

the Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience via 

Zoom for seven sessions every Monday and 

Thursday evenings starting on November 2 - 23 

from 7-9:30 PM. Registration is limited and a $100 

application fee is required. For more information or 

to apply, call John and Toni Torio at 718-344-

3700 or visit us at http://www.wwme.org/ 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE WILLISTON PARK 

LIBRARY 

WOULD LIKE YOU TO ENJOY ALL THE BEAUTY OF 

THE FALL SEASON RIGHT NEAR HOME AT THE 

NASSAU COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART LOCATED ON 

NORTHERN BLVD. IN ROSLYN.  STROLL THROUGH 

THEIR LOVELY GROUNDS FOR BREATHTAKING 

SCENES OF AUTUMN’S GLORY.  FREE PASSES ARE 

AVAILABLE AT THE WILLISTON PARK LIBRARY. 

FOR FURTHER INFO, CALL CAROLYN STALTERS AT 

742-0412 

 

FREE COVID-19 ANTIBODY TESTING 

The Town of Hempstead has teamed up with 

Northwell Health to help keep our community safe.  

To schedule an appointment, call 516-821-2500. 

 

 



All Souls Remembrance Mass 

October 2019 

Alice Gallagher 

Guiseppe Patane 

Robert Newbert 

Xenie 

Paraskevopoulou 

Florence Conlon 

Joseph Maggiulli 

 

November 2019 

Thomas  Reek 

Bridget Cronin 

Theresa Maltese 

Rose Cascio 

Vincenza Benassi 

Alice Quandt 

Phyllis Hanson 

Michael Fahey, Sr. 

Veronika Baker 

John Eich 

Catherine Vasek 

Joseph Delaney 

Edna Hanley 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

Robert Farrell 

George Baltzer, Sr. 

Joseph Grippaldi 

Ruth Bearese 

Virginia Pomponio 

Joan Caemmerer 

Suzanne Neuschulz 

Dolores Santomauro 

Catherine O’Shea 

Francis Quinn 

Carol Falcone 

William Troy 

Frank Galalis 

Joseph Gadaleta 

Christopher Werbkay 

 

JANUARY 2020 

Paul Berner 

Costanza Rivera 

Margaret Tyrrell 

Geraldine Pagiatakis 

John Brautigam 

Nancy Brino 

Megan Smith 

Mary Magaldi 

James McCabe 

Neil Clark 

James Laverty 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Patricia Tomasone 

Pasquale Ianniello 

Felix Jakubowski 

Eugene Semelrath 

Joan McAleese 

Susan Lovdahl 

Janet Moro 

Jeanine Uttaro 

Alfred Petrunti 

Madeline McKeon 

Marion Parham 

Rosemarie D’Amelio 

Melina Ingrao 

 

MARCH 2020 

Anthony Cornachio 

Cesarea Estevez 

Louis Grimaldi 

Veronica Follo 

Ursula Trainor 

Elizabeth Giaimo 

Frederik Jakob, Jr. 

 

 

Monday 2nd 

November  

5:30 PM 

Eternal rest 

grant unto them  



APRIL 2020 

Ruben Velasco 

Nicole Trivigno 

Florence Vaskas 

Mary Latharus 

Nina Balducci 

John Whealer 

Dianne Powers 

Anna Fortunato 

Savino Chimienti 

Grace Krukowski 

Peter Tedesco 

Nora Tansi 

Josephine Baltzer 

Georgie Baltzer 

Loretta Modena 

Cirino Zappala 

Rosemarie Paganelli 

 

MAY 2020 

Margaret Tarnasky 

Kevin Dunn 

Margaret Mumm 

Elizabeth O’Sullivan 

Robert Hesse 

Walter Stachurski 

Herbert Wetzler 

Frederick Wing 

Donna Potente 

Elias Beyrouty 

Louise Prendergast 

Phil Cavallaro 

Maria Lucia Varela 

 

JUNE 2020 

Juan Sanchez 

Susan Fleming 

Thomas Moschetto, Jr. 

Carol Ann Kostulias 

Maureen La-O 

Patrick Tighe 

Wanda DeCristofaro 

Eileen Fingerle 

Edda Uggeri 

Josephine D’Amico 

Harold Drew 

Marie Tedesco 

June O’Hara 

Ann Newbrt 

 

JULY 2020 

Peter  Tennis 

Gloria Keller 

Angela Murphy 

Roseann Guido 

Clarence Jaye 

Maureen Cardoza 

Thomas Donato 

Willilam Sanchez 

 

AUGUST 2020 

Barbara Bilella 

David Woodward 

John Smith 

Maria Smith 

Olga Inzerillo 

Eleanor Lusardi 

Timothy Driscoll 

Helen Fortune 

Patricia Follo 

Kathleen Owens 

Eileen Lenney 

Eileen Lally 

Thomas F. Burns 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Geraldo Peixoto 

Mary B. Duffy 

Veronica Filippone 

Matilda Cruz 

Terrence O’Malley 

Adelmo Masciovecchio 

Anthony F. Bruder, Jr. 

 

OCTOBER 2020 

James Peppard 

Virginia A. Reinhardt 

Paola Giovanelli 

Concetta Gagliardi 

 

Though we need to weep your 

loss, 

You dwell in that safe place in 

our hearts, 

Where no storm or night or pain 

can reach you. 

 

Your love was like the dawn 

Brightening over our lives 

Awakening beneath the dark 

A further adventure of color. 

 

The sound of your voice 

Found for us 

A new music 

That brightened everything. 

 

Whatever you enfolded in your 

gaze 

Quickened in the joy of its being; 

You placed smiles like flowers 

On the altar of the heart. 

Your mind always sparkled 

With wonder at things. 

 

Though your days here were 

brief, 

Your spirit was live, awake, 

complete. 

 

We look towards each other no 

longer 

From the old distance of our 

names; 

Now you dwell inside the rhythm 

of breath, 

As close to us as we are to 

ourselves. 

 

Though we cannot see you with 

outward eyes, 

We know our soul’s gaze is upon 

your face, 

Smiling back at us from within 

everything 

To which we bring our best 

refinement. 

 

Let us not look for you only in 

memory, 

Where we would grow lonely 

without you. 

You would want us to find you in 

presence, 

Beside us when beauty brightens, 

When kindness glows 

And music echoes eternal tones. 

 

When orchids brighten the earth, 

Darkest winter has turned to 

spring; 

May this dark grief flower with 

hope 

In every heart that loves you. 

 

May you continue to inspire us: 

To enter each day with a 

generous heart. 

To serve the call of courage and 

love 

Until we see your beautiful face 

again 

In that land where there is no 

more separation, 

Where all tears will be wiped 

from our mind, 

And where we will never lose 

you again 

AN ALL SOULS DAY POEM BY JOHN O’DONOHUE (“ON THE DEATH OF A BELOVED”) 







 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which includes 

children working at home under the 

direction of their parents supported by 

the Faith Formation Office plus small 

church gatherings where children will 

come together in the church while 

remaining socially distant.  Children 

must be registered to participate.  

Children attending public schools are 

expected to participate in Religious 

Education classes every school year 

from grade 1 through 8.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

Children and Catechists assigned to 

Schedule “B” will meet this Thursday, 

November 5th at either 4:30 or 5:45PM. 

 

Multisensory Catechists:  Catechists 

are needed for the Multisensory 

Program.  If you can help, please contact 

the Faith Formation Office   

 

Confirmation 2020: Rehearsals:  

Confirmation practice for the 11:30AM 

session on November 7th is scheduled 

for Monday, November 2nd at 6:45PM.  

Candidates for the 2PM session will 

practice at 8PM.  Please arrive at the 

Church promptly at the assigned time, 

comply with our social distancing 

efforts, wear a mask, and dress 

appropriately including proper 

footwear.  Please refer to the Dress 

Code section of the Parent Handbook 

for additional guidance.  Confirmation 

gowns, pins, sponsor instructions, and 

tickets will be distributed at the 

practices, which will last about one 

hour.  The practice is only for the 

Confirmation candidates. 

 

Attention Grade 2 Parents:  There will 

be an important church gathering on 

Monday, November 16th and Tuesday, 

November 17th at 4PM and 6:30PM.  All 

registered 2nd grade students were 

assigned to specific day and time.  

Please be sure your child attends on 

their assigned day and time since 

attendance will be taken.  Each session 

will be one hour.  This important 

Church Gathering will introduce the 

children to the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, which is scheduled to be 

celebrated in late January.  Please call 

the Faith Formation Office if you have 

any questions and/or concerns.  

 

Attention Helpful Websites:  During 

this time of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) which 

provides the Scripture readings for 

Mass.  Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles about how 

to celebrate the Faith at home in the 

“domestic church.”  Loyolapress.com 

and religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 

from 1:30 to 6:30PM and on Thursdays 

and Fridays by appointment only.  

Please contact us with your questions 

and concerns.  We welcome your phone 

calls and emails during this challenging 

time.  If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the building 

for your convenience.  If you want to 

stop by the office, please call ahead of 

time. 

Let us pray for one another! 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available 

every week along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to  pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used at 

home.  Take a few minutes to stop by 

the church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church.   

Today the church celebrates All Saints 

Day, which is one of the six Holydays of 

Obligation celebrated in the United 

States.  The liturgical color is white, the 

color of joy.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word or Phrase of the 

Week to help link the Gospel to Family 



Life.  This week’s Phrase of the Week is:  

BE A BLESSING.  Place the Phrase of the 

Week on the refrigerator as a reminder 

during the week.   

Today’s Gospel (Matthew 5:1-12a) 

describes Jesus teaching His disciples 

from the top of a mountain.  Jesus gave 

His followers the Eight Beatitudes, 

sometimes referred to as the 

Commandments of the New Testament.  

There are a few interesting things about 

this gospel that deserve attention.  The 

first is Jesus going up the mountain.  

Jesus was likely speaking to a Jewish 

audience and the idea of a mountaintop 

had great meaning to the Jewish people 

because Moses received the Ten 

Commandments of the Old Testament 

on a mountaintop.  Then Jesus used the 

term, “Blessed.”  The idea of blessing or 

people being a blessing to others was 

simply not part of the Jewish thinking of 

that time.  Finally, Jesus was presenting 

even greater challenges to His followers 

than ever before especially considering 

that the Jewish people historically 

struggled to survive the oppression of 

other groups.  In a sense, Jesus’ 

followers were like children as they 

listened to His directives because they 

had no experience with this type of 

thinking. 

This reading calls us to think about 

exactly what we need to do to reach the 

“goal” of living more like Jesus, our 

great teacher, mentor, and model.  The 

“goal” of course is life everlasting in 

Heaven at the end of our earthly lives.  

The Eight Beatitudes can be seen in the 

lives of those who lived holy lives.  After 

earthly death, once people are in 

Heaven, they are saints.  What does it 

take to become a saint?  First is to love 

God and then to love others as He wants 

us to love them.  Doesn’t this sound like 

the Great Commandment we focused on 

last week?  The Eight Beatitudes 

provide a specific foundational 

framework for us to grow in the 

qualities and practices that will allow us 

to eventually be numbered among the 

saints.  They are the eight attitudes that 

we need to incorporate into our lives in 

order to eventually become saints.  

Some people are canonized as saints.  

Canonized saints are people who have 

lived exceptionally holy lives and have 

been declared by the church after a long 

process, as definitely being a saint in 

Heaven.  Most of us have known people, 

who may not have been well-known 

during their lives or officially 

recognized by the Church as saints, but 

they are in Heaven and therefore, are 

saints.  Today is the day we celebrate 

everyone in Heaven! 

The Beatitudes are very challenging for 

both adults and children partially 

because of how they are worded and 

partially because of what the Beatitudes 

call us to be.  Some of the terms in the 

Beatitudes are more challenging than 

others especially for children such as 

“poor in spirit” while others are more 

challenging in concept.  One way to help 

children understand the meaning of the 

Beatitudes is to change the word 

“blessed” to “God blesses those people 

who….”  Children in all age groups can 

understand as is appropriate to their 

ages that God blesses them in many 

ways; however, the real meaning 

behind the Beatitudes is that because 

we are richly blessed by God, we must 

extend that blessing beyond ourselves 

by becoming a blessing to others by 

growing in the qualities contained in the 

Beatitudes such as humility, meekness, 

peacefulness, and righteousness.  This is 

what saints learned to do throughout 

their lives.  This is hard work!  Children 

quickly recognize that especially during 

times of conflict.  Children learn 

through repetition and example about 

being consciously dependent on God, 

about being peacemakers, about 

comforting others etc. when they can 

see those attitudes manifested in the 

lives of those around them, who 

emulate these attributes.  This is the 

holiness of saints-in-progress! 

This week, talk about or read some 

stories about saints.  We have a wealth 

of modern saints that have been 

officially added to the calendar of 

Catholic saints such as St. John Paul II, 

St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Mother Teresa, 

St. Oscar Romero as well as the well-

known saints of the past.  There are 

“tons” of saint’s books for children and 

many stories that can be easily accessed 

online.  In each case, saints’ lives were 

filled with action for God.  Look for 

opportunities this week to help children 

BE A BLESSING to others within and 

outside of the family unit.  Don’t let 

pandemic restrictions stop your family 

from reaching out.  There are many 

remote ways to do this as well as some 

safe ways to practice the Beatitudes 

while keeping social distance.  (You may 

need to be a little creative!)  Every time 

a member of the family seizes an 

opportunity to BE A BLESSING, 

celebrate it.  The younger children will 

naturally want to imitate what they see 

older children do and tweens and teens 

will find they are happier when they 

look beyond themselves to BE A 

BLESSING.  Add BE A BLESSING to 

family prayer time or family meal 

prayer because children are powerful 

intercessors!  Celebrate beloved family 

members who have died and you 

believe are with God in Heaven.  Talk 

about the person’s qualities.  This is 

powerful especially when families have 

endured a recent loss.  Remember, we 

are all called to be saints-in-progress in 

the here and now! 
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Voting for a Vision, Not a Person 

 

Excerpts from National Catholic 

Register (NCR), October 17, 2020: 

 

"Pray, and vote - for the future of your 

country.” Michael Warsaw, publisher 

NCR 

"In this year's election, the choice isn't 

really between" two presidential 

candidates - "it is a choice between 

two completely different views of 

America." 

“One campaign has built itself on the 

notion that America is a great country, 

with much to offer.  It embraces a 

vision that sees religious practice and 

belief in God as central to the 

country's private and public life.”  In 

this understanding of America, faith is 

not to be exiled behind a misconstrued 

'wall of separation' but “is “critical to 

the flourishing of America.” 

"Under this view of America, people of 

faith are seen as a large part of the 

solution to the challenges our country 

faces, just as they have been central to 

so many positive movements in 

American history - from the right-to-

life movement... to the great causes for 

justice and rights of the 19th, 20th, 

and 21st centuries." 

"This view does not hold that 

everything (or every founder) in 

America is perfect."  But it does 

believe that "the tools exist within our 

Constitution and system of 

government to fix those problems that 

arise without having to completely 

change our system of laws and 

government." 

The other campaign’s view is that 

"America has much to atone for and 

little to be proud of.  Traditional 

religious ... values are seen as a form 

or vehicle for discrimination, not a 

central element of the country." 

“Abortion isn’t just celebrated: its 

export with taxpayers’ dollars” is a 

priority for them.” Religious freedom, 

including conscientious objections by 

the Little Sisters of the Poor, are 

dismissed and subverted.  

"America's progress in areas of racial 

equality" and hope of improvement 

within the present system is 

dismissed.  Religious people who 

disagree with a "redefinition of sexual 

values and the family" are "labeled 

bigots."  “Traditional religious beliefs 

are seen as a major threat to the 

country, and religious values are seen 

as out of step with the newfound 

progressive ones.  So called American 

"imperialism" is condemned but the 

"imperialism of communist countries" 

is overlooked.  Overlooked too, is that 

"a religion-embracing America that 

believes its peoples' rights come from 

God has done better for its people 

over time...” 

These visions, "more than the 

candidates themselves, are what is on 

the ballot.  We are casting our vote for 

a long-term vision of America, not for 

a person." 

(ncregister.com/author/michael-

warsaw, October 17, 2020) 

                                                   

Lord God, enlighten the minds of our 

people in America.  May we choose a 

President of the United States, and 

other government officials, according 

to Your Divine Will.  Give our citizens 

the courage to choose leaders of our 

nation who respect the sanctity of 

unborn human life, the sanctity of 

marriage, the sanctity of the family, 

and the sanctity of the aging.  Grant us 

the wisdom to give You, what belongs 

to You, our God.  If we do this, as a 

nation, we are confident You will give 

us an abundance of Your blessings 

through our elected leaders.  Amen.                              

Composed by Father John Anthony 

Hardon, S.J. 

 

Today the Church honors all the 

saints; those that we know and, more 

so, those that we don’t know. 

Remember, everyone in heaven is a 

“saint.” The word saint means “holy 

one,” or one set apart who has reach 

the degree of holiness in order to be 

with God. You may recall the phrase in 

other scripture readings where God 

says, “Be holy for (or because) I am 

holy.” Now, most of us might say, 

“Wow, how can anyone be as holy as 

God? The answer to that is: we can’t 

on our own, but God is there to help us 

if we are willing to bend our ways and 

heart to His way. Because God is 

divinely perfect, He cannot abide or 

live with anyone who is not perfect. 

Therefore, everyone who is in heaven 

has been made perfect by the grace of 

God and, perhaps, a little time in 

Purgatory. The subject of Purgatory 

will be on our mind tomorrow when 

we honor those still in Purgatory.  

The First Reading is from the Book of 

Revelation (7:2-4, 9-14). This first part 

of this passage talks about the people 

in heaven being “signed” with a seal. 

This seal is the commitment of the 

Sacramento of Baptism. The 

Sacrament of Baptism is more than a 



little sprinkling of water followed by a 

big party. It is a serious commitment 

to follow Jesus Christ in His teachings 

and His Church. When we do this we 

are assured of being among the large 

group mentioned in the second part of 

the passage.  

The Responsorial Psalm is (24:1-6). 

This Psalm is a song sung by people 

entering heaven. It is a reminder of 

what they left behind, and what they 

are now about to encounter in heaven 

– the “mountain of the Lord” is an 

ancient Jewish expression for being 

with God in heaven. Verse 4 of this 

Psalm is the ultimate detail, or 

requirement, for entrance to heaven. 

We would do well to review this Psalm 

and to see if we are measuring up to 

its requirements.  

The Second Reading is from the First 

Letter of John (3:1-3). This is such an 

important part of Holy Scripture that I 

encourage you to read the entire 

chapter. It contains the essence of 

what it takes to get into heaven and 

the alternative, which is a serious 

matter, but again, we cannot do this on 

our own. God wants to help us if we 

ask. So, I encourage you to read this 

chapter again privately and then see 

how you measure up. It can be a real 

eye opener.  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel 

of Matthew (5:1-12a). This is the 

opening to the Sermon on the Mount, 

one of the most famous passages in 

the New Testament. And yet, do we 

really understand it? Often we hear 

familiar passages in church, and 

because they sound familiar we let 

them go over our head thinking we 

know all about it. But do we really? 

This opening, often called the 

Beatitudes, outlines the many benefits 

of those who are obedient to the 

teachings of Christ. Here they start out 

with simple works and gradually 

increase in depth and reward. We may 

not be faced with all of them, but if you 

look back in your life you might see 

where you were faced with one or 

more of these challenges. How did you 

measure up?  

All Saints Day is a special day when we 

want to remember in some special 

way all of those who have passed 

away, and hope that they have reached 

heaven, or the New Promised Land, or 

the Lord’s Mountain – whatever you 

want to call it. Being with God is the 

ultimate of our life – or it should be. 

The alternative is not that great!  

 

There were several letters back and 

forth between Paul and the 

Corinthians indicating an involved and 

tumultuous relationship, including at 

least one of which, the “Letter of 

Tears”, was written before 1 

Corinthians, and there is scholarly 

debate over the lost letters which 

affects some theories concerning 2 

Corinthians since the first nine 

chapters differ from the last four, and 

indeed even within themselves. There 

is speculation that 2 Corinthians is 

composed of two or more separate 

letters which were edited together. 

The specific date of the letter depends 

upon which theory is correct; 

nevertheless, it has existed in its 

present form since the second century, 

and in the current canon it is 

presented as one letter. 

This epistle is the most personable of 

all Paul’s letters, revealing much about 

his character. He is emotional, 

frustrated, forgiving, hopeful, and 

proud, yet humble. The letter may 

appear disjointed and sometimes hard 

to follow, but it has many lessons for 

us. The issues which led to the letter 

were a crisis between Paul and the 

Corinthians due to a change in his 

travel plans, questions regarding a 

collection for the church in Jerusalem, 

and most importantly, the legitimacy 

of Paul’s apostleship and ministry.  

Much of this may be due to other 

preachers who either passed through 

Corinth or arose within the 

community. These people were likely 

Jewish Christians not so much 

concerned about Gentile membership 

and keeping the Law, but more 

focusing on Paul’s credibility. They 

imitated other Hellenistic-Jewish 

missionaries who had developed a 

propagandizing missionary theology 

and practices similar to the missionary 

movements in the pagan world. Their 

goal was to prove the spiritual power 

of their own religion in direct 

competition with other religions, thus 

hoping to attract others and convert 

them to Christianity. These 

missionaries were seen as “divine 

men”. Their miracles were to be 

imitated. Such traditions about Jesus 

as a wonder-worker might have been 

used by Paul’s opponents, with over-

emphasis on such works as proof of 

their legitimacy. Paul’s answer to his 

antagonists is that he is as Jewish as 

they are, but he has labored far more 

and suffered far more than they. It is a 

classic of Greek rhetoric, full of 

questions, challenges, contradictions, 

and insults, even cursing the false 

superapostles who oppose him. His 

arguments are based on the 

contradictions posed by Jesus, but he 

relates them to his own personal 

experience.  

The opening is terse, with Paul 

identifying himself as “an apostle of 

Christ Jesus by the will of God” which 

generally means he is about to defend 



his authority or his teachings. Timothy 

is a co-sender. The letter is addressed 

directly to the community in Corinth, 

but it is clear that it is also intended 

for much of the surrounding area, 

including much of central Greece as 

well as the Peloponnesian peninsula. 

Paul begins with greetings and 

constantly tries to encourage them, 

noting the sufferings that both he and 

they have experienced. He addresses 

their disappointment for postponing 

his return to them, but defends his 

reasons, and refers to that letter of 

tears and his close relationship with 

the Corinthians.  Paul stresses his 

weakness and suffering, and points 

out that he never falsifies the word of 

God as do his opponents, but always 

openly declares the truth. And just as 

Paul endures, so should his followers, 

and as he has opened his heart to 

them, so should they do.  After a brief 

break concerning a recommendation 

not to marry unbelievers so as to 

avoid defilement, Paul resumes his 

appeal to have them open their hearts. 

He tells them how much confidence he 

has in them, and in an apparent 

reference to the letter of tears, he is 

pleased that the issue has been 

resolved and he is encouraged by their 

response, and full of confidence in 

them. In chapters 8 and 9, he takes a 

different direction, challenging them 

with appeals to stewardship (yes, this 

has been part of our church since its 

earliest days), using the generosity of 

the churches in Macedonia as an 

inspiration, noting that “God loves a 

cheerful giver.” Following this, he 

returns to a defense of his apostleship, 

and it is due to shifts like this that 

scholarly debate about this letter has 

continued: is it one letter or several 

cobbled together?  Paul returns to 

accusations of his weakness in the 

struggle, since he stresses the 

gentleness and clemency of Christ. But 

in a dramatic defense of his ministry, 

he tells them “For, although we are in 

the flesh, we do not battle according to 

the flesh, for the weapons of our battle 

are not of flesh but are enormously 

powerful, capable of destroying 

fortresses. We destroy arguments and 

every pretension raising itself against 

the knowledge of God, and take every 

thought captive in obedience to Christ, 

and we are ready to punish every 

disobedience, once your obedience is 

complete. Look at what confronts you. 

Whoever is confident of belonging to 

Christ should consider that as he 

belongs to Christ, so do we.” (2 or 10: 

3-7). He rallies his troops, refusing to 

stoop to the level of personal attacks 

as do his opponents, and reminds 

them that he was the one who first 

brought the Gospel to them, and that 

he is the one whom the Lord chose for 

this role. His opponents challenge 

Paul’s legitimacy, and to defend 

himself Paul must list his own 

accomplishments, but this could have 

been considered inappropriate in 

Greek debate, so Paul notes the 

boasting of his opponents, and 

declares that he has the right to boast, 

but rather than boast of his 

accomplishments, be boasts of his 

weakness and his sufferings, listing 

them in detail. He says this may seem 

foolish, but to Paul it is his justification 

in his mission. This reaches a climax in 

Paul’s confession of his weakness: 2 

Cor 12: 7b-10, “Therefore, that I might 

not become too elated, a thorn in the 

flesh was given to me, an angel of 

Satan, to beat me, to keep me from 

being too elated. Three times I begged 

the Lord about this, that it might leave 

me, but he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is made 

perfect in weakness.” I will rather 

boast most gladly of my 

weaknesses, in order that the power 

of Christ may dwell with 

me. Therefore, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and constraints, for the 

sake of Christ; for when I am weak, 

then I am strong.” Nevertheless, Paul 

does note that he has performed the 

same signs and wonders and mighty 

deeds as the superapostles. The only 

thing he did not do was to burden 

them, so they should forgive him for 

this oversight.  So now he plans to 

return to them, but fears that this may 

be a disappointment for both sides. 2 

Cor 12: 20 - 21, “For I fear that when I 

come I may find you not such as I 

wish, and that you may find me not as 

you wish; that there may be rivalry, 

jealousy, fury, selfishness, slander, 

gossip, conceit, and disorder. I fear 

that when I come again my God may 

humiliate me before you, and I may 

have to mourn over many of those 

who sinned earlier and have not 

repented of the impurity, immorality, 

and licentiousness they practiced.” 

And this is a major concern for Paul, 

dealing with those who have sinned. 

He will not be lenient. Rather he 

challenges them in 2 Cor 13: 5-6, 

“Examine yourselves to see whether 

you are living in faith. Test yourselves. 

Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is 

in you? - unless, of course, you fail the 

test. I hope you will discover that we 

have not failed.” But he continues to 

have hope for the Corinthians, adding 

this just before his final words of 

blessing: 2 Cor 13: 10 – 11, “I am 

writing this while I am away, so that 

when I come I may not have to be 

severe in virtue of the authority that 

the Lord has given me to build up and 

not to tear down. Finally, brothers, 

rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage 

one another, agree with one another, 

live in peace, and the God of love and 

peace will be with you.” Good advice 

for us, too! 

 








