
CHURCH OF 

SAINT AIDAN 
November 22, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
MASS CHANGE 
Beginning Monday, January 4, 2021, 
the Monday to Friday 12:30 PM Mass 
at the Church of St. Aidan, will be 
moved to the Church of Corpus 
Christi.  The 9:00 AM Mass at Corpus 
Christi will discontinue.  This change is 
approved by the Diocese who 
encourage neighboring parishes to 
cooperate in serving the pastoral needs 
of the area. St. Aidan will continue to 
celebrate three daily Masses, Monday 
to Friday, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 
5:30 PM. Few churches in the area 
offer an evening daily Mass, so we 
were encouraged to keep the 5:30 PM 
Mass.  Three priests currently serve at 
St. Aidan.  Two priests are available 
each day for Masses, funerals, duty etc.  
 

BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 34 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Angela & Frederick White 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Jane O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Dan Alverson 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM John F. Eich (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24  ST. ANDREW DUNG-LAC 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Joan Tenety 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Suzanne McMahon (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Stanley Ogden (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Eileen Lally 
  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 34 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM For the Holy Innocents 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM John Shine 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Maureen Healy-LAO and Anne Arcario 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Carl Miller (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 34  
          THANKSGIVING DAY 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Rose Nasifoglu 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Richie Cavallaro  
      & Parishioners of St. Aidan 
No Mass 12:30 PM  
No Mass 5:30 PM   
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 34  
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Joseph & Mary Joyce 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Rose Nasifoglu 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Joseph Silvaggio, Jr. (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Suzanne McMahon (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 34 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Robert Fitzgerald 
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM  Robert James Lovdahl (Birthday Rem.) 
    Nilda Miraglia 
    Margaret Flocari 
    George Nicot     
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Eli Beyrouty  
  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Rosemarie Anzalone (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Helen Deal (26th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Ken  12:00 PM Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Clinton  
      & Tinghitella Family 
    Christopher Lotito (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
    Fran Corso  (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
    Angela Murphy 
    Milagros Seno (Birthday Rem.) 
    Richard O’Hanlon    
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Alice Quandt (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

WARM 

HEARTFELT 

WISHES  

TO ALL OUR 

PARISHIONERS   



When Vince Lombardi, the successful 

professional football coach in the 

1960s, was asked how he produced 

winning teams, he declared that any 

group of naturally-endowed football athletes could 

win more games than they lost if they concentrated 

on the "little things" of the game, the fundamentals.   

After a close game won by his Green Bay Packers, 

Lombardi called a special session for Monday 

morning because he felt his players were losing sight 

of the small details that guarantee victory.  Appearing 

before his players, he held a football above his head 

and announced:  "Men, we need to review the basics 

of the game.  This is a football."  Max McGee, so the 

story goes, drawled, "That's a little fast, coach.  Go 

over that again." 

In today’s Gospel Jesus has gathered his team, his 

disciples, around him for one of the last teaching 

sessions on the meaning of the "Kingdom of God,” and 

is to review the basics.  What is the Kingdom?  Who is 

in it?  What is expected of people who are a part of it?  

He returns to fundamentals, and in the process he 

helps us to understand how the game of life is to be 

played.  One of the things he says is that there comes 

a time when our conduct is subjected to judgment.   

Nations and people will come before the King, and 

there is a separating, as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats.  Jesus asks each of them one 

question, "Well, what did you do?"   

For Catholics, the post-election situation is a time to 

review the basics.  Families and communities have 

experienced deep political polarization and greater 

distrust of ‘the other.’  Catholics wonder how we can 

live in a society where the media and other powerful 

influencers actively promote liberal progressive 

secularism and non Catholic values.  In his recent 

encyclical “Fratelli Tutti,” Pope Francis reflects on 

tangible ways to advance for those who wish to build 

a more just and fraternal world, in their ordinary 

relationships, in social life, politics and institutions.  

Maybe this is a good time to reflect on his encyclical.  

For most of us, our opportunity will not be the result 

of some great act that impacts all of humankind.  It 

will, as the gospel reminds us, be in small acts.  So 

often, because we can't do something great, we do 

nothing at all, and we lose heart.  However, in 

courageously living as citizens of the Kingdom and 

citizens of this world, we will win the approval of the 

King.  “If you love me,’ Jesus said, ‘you will keep my 

commandments.’ 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



STEWARDSHIP  

11/17 /19  $24,101 

11/15/20      $22,842                   

  (-5.22%) 

 

PLEASE ALSO SUPPORT THE 

COLLECTION FOR 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

& CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

 

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 

NOVEMBER 26, 2020 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $105,117.15 

Donors 429 

Payments $101,324.65 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are 

donating online.  Go to 

staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY IS 

THURSDAY 26TH NOVEMBER  

Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 

AM and 9:30 AM.  The Rectory 

will be closed at 1:00 PM on 

Wednesday, and all day Thursday 

& Friday.  This year we are not 

distributing blessed food.  If you 

would like food to be blessed, 

please bring your own to the 

Mass for a blessing.  

 

 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

CALOGERO VILLA 

15th Anniversary Remembrance 

Requested by Mrs. Virginia Villa 

 

ST. THERESA CANDLE 

MEMORIAL 

In Thanksgiving 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

FIRST WEEK 

ELIZABETH BELLISARI,  

St. Aidan 

& THOMAS MAURO,  

Sacred Heart, Merrick, NY 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

ANGELA STIUSO  

BARBARA SCOTT GIANELLI  

MARIE R. NACLERIO 

 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan  

 

 





TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE 

BULLETIN EMAIL 

LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

 

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 

COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN 

631-249-4994.  THE COST OF OUR 

BULLETIN IS COVERED BY OUR 

SPONSORS. 

 

JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS  

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN  

AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE AND 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Many thanks for supporting the parish of St. Aidan.  

Here are some of our ongoing and completed facilities 

maintenance projects. 

CONVENT  

 Upgrade of circuit breaker boxes, wiring and 

lighting 

 Refinishing of floors 

 Emergency lighting 

 Emergency exit doors 

PARKING LOTS  

 Repaired and resealed 

UPPER AND LOWER SCHOOLS  

 Repair of lower and upper school boilers 

 Removal of fence and grading of lawn in front of 

lower school 

 New shades in classrooms 

GYM  

 New thermostats, refinished courts 

 Walkways – Cement work 

CHURCH  

 Refurbishing of confessionals  

 New altar cloths 

 New collection boxes 

GARAGES  

 Removal of garage by Western Vicariate offices 

due to safety issues 

 Repair of garage roof by sisters’ house 

 

THE CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN  

DEVELOPMENT AND HOME MISSIONS  

The Collection for the Campaign for Human 

Development and Home Missions will be taken up this 

weekend of November 21-22.  Over 43 million people 

in the United States live in poverty. This collection 

supports programs to empower people to identify and 

address the obstacles they face as they work to bring 

permanent and positive change to their communities. 

Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

 

50/50 SUPER RAFFLE 

The drawing for the Fall 50/50 Super Raffle is getting 

close.  The drawing will be held on December 4.  Send 

in your tickets as soon as possible, you may be one of 

the lucky winners! 

 

THANK YOU PROJECT 

 Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Queen of 

Angels #869 in Hicksville wishes to thank those 

parishioners of St. Aidan who so kindly provided notes 

(anonymously) for inclusion in the recent "Thank You 

Project" for active military personnel. Your sentiments 

were among 441 cards we were able to send on to our 

servicemen and women. We are grateful for your 

participation. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

celebrated on Dec 6th at 9am. This Mass will be 

offered in memory of deceased Rosarians Edith 

Coniker and Eileen Lenney.  The December meeting 

will be on Monday Dec. 7th at 7pm. This meeting will 

be held in the church and can be viewed online 



at staidanparish.org. A very  special Christmas video 

will be presented. 

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020? 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, 

invite you to join our group. We are Catholic women 

18 years and over. We meet at the Knights of 

Columbus 186 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to 

Ruth Ann at 516-221-6105 or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, November 22nd and December 27th after the 

12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, December 4th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday December 13th at 1:00 PM in the church.  

Please contact the rectory office. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 

AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception 

of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass 

on the first Friday of the month.    

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it is 

his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the Parish Social Ministry 

office. Coming soon, we will have a new food box 

where you can drop off your food donations.  It will be 

located next to the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

THANKSGIVING:  If you would like to help out a family 

this year  for Thanksgiving, kindly contact our office 

at:  746-6585, ext. 410.  We are hoping to help out 

many families this year by providing food and gift 

cards.   

Items Needed:    paper towels, napkins, dishwashing 

liquid, cleaning supplies, laundry detergent, 

mayonnaise, sponges, tissues, napkins, apple juice and 

cookies. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours 

are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen 

that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky 

at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27@gmail.com for 

drop off point.  Coats will be collected until January. 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE WILLISTON PARK 

LIBRARY 

WOULD LIKE YOU TO ENJOY ALL THE BEAUTY OF THE 

FALL SEASON RIGHT NEAR HOME AT THE NASSAU 

COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART LOCATED ON NORTHERN 

BLVD. IN ROSLYN.  STROLL THROUGH THEIR LOVELY 

GROUNDS FOR BREATHTAKING SCENES OF AUTUMN’S 

GLORY.  FREE PASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 

WILLISTON PARK LIBRARY. FOR FURTHER INFO, CALL 

CAROLYN STALTERS AT 742-0412 

 

ADVOCACY IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND 

You now have the tools to make your voice heard to 

your elected officials right in the palm of your hand. 

The Catholic Action Network (CAN) can text critical 

advocacy alerts directly to your smartphone, with 

links to quickly send messages to your elected officials 

on urgent issues of the day. To sign up, just text the 

word CAN to 50457. You’ll immediately receive a one-

time link to complete your registration, which is free. 

Please consider signing up today. 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in 



the Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, email dianneli@optimum.net, or 

call 516-746-2625 or text 516-778-0006. 

We have had scholarship winners for the past 6 years 

and this past year we had two winners from our Unit 

144. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

EXPERIENCE  

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to 

God what belongs to God."   Your marriage belongs to 

God.  Bring God into your marriage on the Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Experience via Zoom for seven 

sessions every Monday and Thursday evenings 

starting November 2 - 23 from 7- 9:30 PM.  

Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 

required. For more information or to apply, call John 

and Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit us at http://

www.wwme.org/ 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2021  

As we continue to accommodate COVID-related 

restrictions and other associated uncertainties in the 

coming months, the Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics has decided that, on a diocesan level, we will 

promote the March for Life 2021 as a virtual 

pilgrimage with local events, rather than a bus 

pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021.  

As we prepare materials to assist local groups in 

commemorating this day, we are seeking out those in 

our parish where, instead of sponsoring a bus, there 

may be interest in hosting alternative activities such 

as a few hours of Adoration, a parish commitment to 

pray.  To assist us with planning and promoting events 

in our parish, please let us know if your group would 

like to organize a prayer event for “March for Life”.  

We ask the leader of your group to please contact the 

rectory to schedule a prayer event in the church.  We 

are happy to coordinate with you.   

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual home? 

Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone searching 

that you may know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have not yet 

received the Eucharist and/or Confirmation. There is 

no obligation to continue. To set up an appointment to 

speak to someone please call the rectory at 516-746-

6585. 

 

READING THE SIGNS 

Rick Hinshaw, former editor of The Long Island 

Catholic, has reprised his column, “Reading the Signs,” 

as a blog post. To read Rick’s articles, go 

to rickhinshaw.com.  

 

 

 

ADVENT CANDLES MEMORIALIZED 

Advent begins on November 29, 2020.  If you would 

like to memorialize one of the four candles on the 

parish Advent wreath please return your request to 

the Rectory office.  The donation is $200 per candle.  

Make checks payable to: Church of St. Aidan.  Any 

questions please call the rectory office at (516) 746-

6585 x1. 

 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

Inscription:_____________________________________________ 

Telephone #:___________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:     $______     ____check     _____cash 

 

The memorialization will be published in the bulletin 

each of the 4 weeks of Advent.  Please indicate if you 

would like your name to appear in the bulletin with 

your donation    ____ Yes    ____No. 

 







$50 MEMORIALS 
EXTRA LARGE POINSETTIA 
_____ Mary’s Altar 
_____ St. Joseph’s Altar 
_____ St. Theresa Statue 
_____ St. Anthony Statue 
_____ Sacred Heart Shrine 
 
$100 MEMORIALS 
_____ (10)  Column Wreaths   ____Left _____Right 
_____ (4)  Choir Wreaths 
_____ (26)  Window Memorials-Each window in the church will receive a large 24” wreath 
 and a “9” flameless candle in the center (The wreath may be taken home after 
 decorations  are removed from the church.  The candle belongs to the church.) 

 
$200 MEMORIALS 
(2) Large Wreaths Vestibule of Church _____Left   _____Right 
(2) Large Wreaths Back of Church           _____Left            ______Right 
_____ Upper School 
_____ Lower School 
_____ Finamore Parish Center 
_____ Gymnasium 
_____ Evergreen Roping 
 
$300 MEMORIALS 
(3)  Large Wreaths Outside Front of Church  _____Left _____Right  _____Center 
(2)  Sanctuary Wreaths    _____Left _____Right 
 
$350 MEMORIALS 
_____ (4) Sanctuary Tree  _____Left _____Left _____Right _____Right 
_____ Creche in Sanctuary (plants, greenery and poinsettias) 
 
$500 MEMORIALS 
_____ Front of Rectory (includes lights on trees, wreaths on doors, white branches and lights 
 in front of Our Lady of Fatima) 
 
Please complete this form and send to the Rectory office with payment.  Make checks payable 
to: Church of St. Aidan.  For information call (516) 746-6585 x9101. 
 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________________________ 
FROM:   NAME  ________________________________________________________________ 
  TELEPHONE ________________________________________________________________ 
  E-MAIL  ________________________________________________________________ 
   
Donations will be published in the bulletin      ____ Yes      ____No  
Amount Enclosed  $________ ____Cash ____Check #  

Church of St. Aidan  
Christmas Memorials 





 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the 

direction of their parents supported 

by the Faith Formation Office plus 

small Church Gatherings where 

children will come together in the 

church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be 

registered to participate.  Children 

attending public schools are 

expected to participate in Religious 

Education classes every school year 

from grade 1 through grade 8.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office for more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious 

Education:    No classes this week 

due to Thanksgiving.  Children and 

Catechists assigned to Schedule “A” 

will meet on Thursday, December 

3rd at 4:30 or 5:45PM. 

 

Attention Grade 5 Parents:  There 

will be an important Church 

Gathering on Monday, November 

30th and Wednesday, December 

2nd 4PM and 6:30PM.  All 

registered 5th grade students were 

assigned to a specific day and time.  

Please be sure your child attends on 

their assigned day and time since 

attendance will be taken.  Each 

session will be one hour.  Students 

are expected to arrive on time, wear 

a mask, adhere to social distancing, 

and be dressed appropriately.   

 

Attention Grade 1 Parents:  There 

will be a Church Gathering for 

Grade 1 children on Monday 

December 7th at 4PM and Tuesday 

December 8th at 4PM and 6:30PM.  

Children should attend on the day 

and time they signed-up for at 

registration.  Please note there will 

not be a session at 6:30 on Monday, 

December 7th.  Students registered 

into that session are asked to call 

the office (516)746-6585 x405 to 

register for Monday at 4PM or 

Tuesday at 6:30PM. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering Homework 

Assignments were due on October 

26th for 7th graders and November 

2nd for 8 grade students.  Please 

submit all overdue assignments as 

soon as possible. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this 

time of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at 

the Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate 

the Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact 

us with your questions and 

concerns.  We welcome your phone 



calls and emails during this 

challenging time.  If you have 

paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for 

your convenience.  If you want to 

stop by the office, please call ahead 

of time. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving from the Faith 

Formation Office 

Carolyn, Jim, Maryann, and Elaine 

 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials 

each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available on a weekly 

basis along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 

and ages 7 to 12.  They are located 

in the Children’s Corner racks in the 

main lobby of the church.  Even if 

you are not yet returning to Mass 

due to  pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  

Take a few minutes to stop by the 

church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church.   

Today the church celebrates the 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of the Universe.  This is the last 

Sunday of the Church’s Liturgical 

Year.  The liturgical color is white.  

Each week we have been focusing 

on a Word, Phrase, or Short 

Sentence of the Week to help link 

the gospel to family life.  This 

week’s Sentence of the Week is:  

JESUS WILL COME AS KING!  Place 

the Sentence of the Week on the 

refrigerator as a reminder during 

the week. 

 

In today’s Gospel, (Matthew 25: 31-

46), Jesus speaks about the Second 

Coming of Christ as the King of the 

Universe.  In 1925, Pope Pius XI 

made Christ the King a feast day on 

the Church’s calendar marking the 

end of the church year.  This feast 

calls to mind that although there are 

many kinds of earthly rulers, Jesus 

is our true King who rules over 

heaven and earth.  He will reign 

forever!  He will also come as the 

Shepherd King who will judge all. 

In the gospel, Jesus uses the image 

of the sheep and the goats 

separated into two groups, the 

sheep to the right and the goats to 

the left.  Jesus, the King, used what 

we know as the Corporal Works of 

Mercy as the criteria for judging 

who will enjoy eternity in heaven 

and who will experience eternal 

punishment.  The Corporal Works of 

Mercy are:  feeding the hungry, 

giving drink to the thirsty, clothing 

the naked, sheltering/welcoming 

the stranger, visiting the sick and 

imprisoned, and burying the dead.  

These Works of Mercy are Acts of 

Love that care for the physical and 

material needs of others in need of 

assistance.  So how do we reach 

Heaven?  This is the big question at 

the end of the Church Year.  Jesus 

expects His followers to fully 

embrace the definition of mercy, 

which is love in action.  Jesus wants 

us to walk the walk and not just talk 

the talk!  We are the eyes, ears, 

hands, and feet of Jesus in this 

world.   

Review with children how we honor 

and help Jesus by helping others.  

Remind them or perhaps even list 

the Corporal Works of Mercy on a 

mini poster.  Talk about each work 

of mercy and provide examples that 

will help children as is age 

appropriate to see how a particular 

work of mercy can be practiced in 

their everyday world.  Some will be 

more challenging than others.  For 

example, visiting the sick or 

imprisoned could mean reaching 

out in friendship to a child in school 

who seems lonely or isolated.  

Burying the dead might mean 

sending a handmade card to a 

neighbor who recently experienced 

the death of a loved one.  Of course, 

donating food for the hungry is 

especially appropriate to this 

holiday season.  Collecting warm 

clothes for folks in need as the 

winter approaches is another family 

activity that can help children 

connect to the Works of Mercy.  

Whenever you can work with 

children as a family unit, you are 

helping to reinforce the importance 

of living out Jesus’ message of loving 

action.  Children naturally seek 

independence as they grow.  

Helping them become more aware 

of their God-given responsibility to 

spread the love of Jesus in very 

tangible ways will increase their 

positive responsiveness and 

awareness of those around them.  

Bring the Works of Mercy into your 

family prayer by praying for those 

you are helping.  Remember to 

praise your children’s progress.  A 

little earned praise goes a long way! 







www.cffor.org 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good, his love endures forever. " 

1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

Thanksgiving Thoughts:  A History 

1621  Grateful Pilgrims reaped a 

bountiful harvest the summer 

following the deaths of almost half 

their people during their first winter 

in New England.  The 3-day feast was 

to thank God and to celebrate with 

their helpful Native friends.  "By the 

Goodness of God we are ... far from 

want," wrote Pilgrim Winslow. 

 

1777  Continental Congress, First 

National Proclamation of Thanks: 

"... it is the Duty of all Men to adore 

the ... Providence of the Almighty; to 

acknowledge with Gratitude their 

Obligation to Him for Benefits 

received ..."  Samuel Adams 

 

1789  President George Washington 

proclaimed a day of Thanksgiving be 

held to thank God for giving the 

American people the opportunity to 

create a Constitution to preserve 

their hard won freedoms. 

 

1863  During the Civil War, President 

Lincoln proclaimed a national day of 

"Thanksgiving and Praise to our 

beneficent Father who dwelleth in 

the Heavens," making Thanksgiving 

an official federal 

holiday.   (wikipedia.org) 

 

Happening Now:  Restricting 

Religious Freedom in 2020 

Churches in California and 

Minnesota filed lawsuits in August 

against governors of their states 

challenging the restrictions placed 

on gatherings of more than 10 

people that they contend are 

violations of religious liberty.  "Gov. 

Walz (MN), a former teacher, gets an 

F in religious liberties," said counsel 

for Thomas More Society. “Other 

states, including Texas, Illinois and 

Ohio, have excluded churches from 

Covid-19 mask mandates."(1).   

 

Religious plaintiffs have prevailed in 

some lawsuits.  In June, a federal 

judge blocked New York State from 

enforcing restrictions on indoor 

religious gatherings to 25% when 

other types of gatherings were 

allowed at 50%. 

 

In Washington D.C., the Dept. of 

Justice stepped in to support the 

Capital Hill Baptist Church who is 

suing the mayor over the city 

limiting church services to 100 

people while allowing large 

gathering protests and rallies.  "The 

Dept. of Justice is committed to 

upholding all the civil rights 

provided under the First 

Amendment, be it peaceable 

assembly in protest or practicing 

faith," said U.S.attorney for D.C. (2) 

  

"From the first settlers seeking 

freedom to practice their faith, to our 

founding values starting with the 

First Amendment ... Americans of all 

faiths (and no faith) have (come to 

expect) ever-expanding religious 

liberties.  It's part of American 

exceptionalism," wrote Knox Thames 

in Christianity Today. (3) 

 

(u.s.news.com,8/13/20

(1);  wtop.com, 10/2/20(2); 

christianpost.com, 8/26/20; 

christianitytoday.com, 10/7/20(3) 

 

 

Today the whole Church celebrates 

the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of the Universe. This day used 

to be known as the Feast of Christ 

the King or Corpus Christie. In this 

lofty title, we acknowledge Jesus as 

supreme ruler over us and give Him 

jurisdiction over who and what we 

are. This might have the opposite 

effect of what we think Jesus wants 

of us. The “King” keeps us even 

further away from approaching Him. 

Americans are not accustomed to 

royalty and the mere thought of 

giving up control of our lives is 

foreign to us. However, if we look 

closely at the readings for this 

Sunday, we will see that Jesus is not 

only approachable; but He calls each 

of us to come and be a close friend.   

The First Reading is from the 

Prophet Ezekiel (34:11-17). In this 

passage, we hear God the Father 

telling the people of Israel in the 6th 

century BC that He is not pleased 

with their  Leadership. He threatens 

to abolish their positions and 

become their leader Himself. All this 



is done in the 

context of 

symbolism of a 

shepherd 

tending his 

flock in a 

manner fitting 

of a good  

shepherd. At 

this time, in the 

life of Israel, 

the people had 

enough of kings 

and forced 

homage and 

were looking 

for sincere 

leadership that 

would help 

them find a better life. Thus, the 

Father promises all of this and more, 

treating each of His sheep 

individually.   

The Responsorial Psalm (23:1-6) is 

again, the Psalm that we have heard 

so often recently known as “The Lord 

is my Shepherd.” This beautiful 

prayer echoes the First Reading by 

bringing the loftiness of the 

relationship of God to Man down to 

the level of a shepherd tending his 

sheep with loving care and 

protection. The “Good Shepherd” will 

do anything to care for and protect 

his sheep, even to the point of laying 

down his life – and so He did!   

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's 

First Letter to the Corinthians (15:20

-28). Here, Paul expands on the 

above statement by telling us how 

Jesus, the Son of God, repaired the 

breach between God and Man 

created by Adam’s sin so that 

mankind could eventually come back 

to the Father. Because of this, the 

Father has given Jesus authority and 

power to reign over mankind “until 

He has destroyed every earthly 

sovereignty, authority and power 

and put all of God’s enemies under 

His feet.” What greater kingship 

could there be?   

The Gospel Reading from Matthew 

(25:31-46) also uses the humble 

image of sheep; but this time it is at 

the Last Judgment when all mankind 

will be separated between the 

faithful,  represented here by the 

sheep, from the unfaithful, the goats. 

Then all mankind will be held 

accountable and will see how and 

why they were separated as such. 

(First Reading, Ezekiel 34:17).   

Hopefully, you can now understand 

why this is an important Feast Day. It 

bestows the proper honor and glory 

to Jesus Christ, who should be 

welcomed into our heart and soul, 

homes and lives every day, not just 

once a year. Jesus is not concerned 

with pageantry and fanfare as much 

as He is about our sincerity, humility 

and contrition. Therefore, welcome 

Him into your lives daily. Something 

to think about during your prayer 

time this week! 

 

Now that we have looked at the 

seven epistles pretty much 

universally accepted as having been 

written by St. Paul, we will start on 

some that are definitely in the 

Pauline tradition, but subject to a 

great deal of scholastic debate about 

whether Paul wrote them or if they 

were later letters written in his name 

by his followers. The first of these is 

Colossians. There is little doubt that 

it is in the Pauline tradition and 

written in the latter part of the first 

century. Some scholars have 

questioned Paul's authorship and 

attributed the letter to an early 

follower instead, but others have 

defended Paul’s authorship with 



equal strength. If Paul was the 

author, he probably used 

an amanuensis in writing the 

letter, possibly Timothy. The letter 

itself is closely related to Philemon 

and Ephesians. These three and 

Philippians are called the “letters 

from prison”, since the author 

describes himself as a prisoner.  

Paul did not start the community at 

Colossae, which is located not too far 

from Ephesus in what is now 

western Turkey. He learned about it 

from Epaphras, the slave we saw in 

Philemon, who probably did. The 

letter consists of two parts: first a 

doctrinal section, then a second 

regarding conduct. It begins with the 

usual greeting and thanksgiving and 

a prayer that they may keep living in 

accordance with a good relationship 

with the Lord. Then he stresses the 

preeminence of Christ: Col 1:15-18a, 

“He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation.  For in 

him were created all things in 

heaven and on earth, the visible and 

the invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or 

powers; all things were created 

through him and for him.  He is 

before all things, and in him all 

things hold together.  He is the head 

of the body, the church…”, which is 

similar in tone to the hymn we saw 

in Philippians as well as the 

beginning of the Gospel of St. John in 

how it stresses His existence as being 

from before everything, and how He 

was active in the creation of 

everything. This is high level 

Christology, the teaching about the 

nature of Christ in all its aspects, but 

here emphasizing His divinity from 

the start. It likely represents the 

continuing development of the fuller 

understanding of the nature of 

Christ. We now take this for granted, 

but the concept was revolutionary 

then.  

The author builds on this concept, 

warning them not to be led astray by 

false teachers.  Only Christ is the 

master of all angelic forces and the 

head of the church and the sole 

mediator between God and 

humanity. He is the One Who has 

reconciled them with God, so they 

should be steadfast in their faith. 

After this he addresses a local 

controversy concerning the 

importance of strictly following the 

traditional laws. As usual, Paul warns 

against this. Col 2: 20-22: “If you died 

with Christ to the elemental powers 

of the world, why do you submit to 

regulations as if you were still living 

in the world?  “Do not handle! Do not 

taste! Do not touch!” These are all 

things destined to perish with use; 

they accord with human precepts 

and teachings.” 

After setting the base with his 

doctrinal instructions, the author 

goes into practical concerns flowing 

from them. The Colossians are 

exhorted to mind things that are 

above, to mortify every evil principle 

of their nature, and to put on the new 

man. Many special duties of the 

Christian life are also insisted upon 

as the fitting evidence of the 

Christian character, so rather than 

those human laws, they should live 

in accordance with the ideal 

Christian principles: Col 3: 1-4, “If 

then you were raised with Christ, 

seek what is above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of 

God. Think of what is above, not of 

what is on earth. For you have died, 

and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. When Christ your life appears, 

then you too will appear with him in 

glory.”  But they must remember that 

while they no longer need to follow 

the old laws, they are still 

responsible to live moral lives and do 

everything in the name of the Lord, 

Jesus. So “Put on then, as God’s 

chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

heartfelt compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and 

patience, bearing with one another 

and forgiving one another, if one has 

a grievance against another; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so must you 

also do. And over all these put on 

love, that is, the bond of perfection” 

Col 3:12-14. Paul then lays down 

several sets of specific instructions 

which must be viewed with an 

understanding of the customs of the 

time he wrote, including the 

passages about masters treating 

their slaves fairly because you, too, 

have a Master in heaven, and the one 

that seems to jar us, “Wives, be 

subordinate to your husbands, as is 

proper in the Lord.” What we 

sometimes miss is the next verse, 

“Husbands, love your wives, and 

avoid any bitterness toward them.” 

In an era of arranged marriages, 

often set up for political or business 

purposes, the concept of a husband 

loving his wife was unusual, but Paul 

is telling them that this relationship 

ultimately reflects our relationship 

with God Who loves us with an 

infinite love even as we are subject 

to Him. Finally Paul wraps things up 

mentioning that he is sending 

Onesimus and others to them, and 

noting other well-known co-workers 

who join him in sending greetings 

and a reminder to read this letter to 

all. We still follow that last rejoinder 

today at Mass. 

 

                










